Abundant Provision and
Serving in the Gospels

Explore God's abundant provision and our call to
serve through the Feeding of the 5,000 in Matthew
14:13-21.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 7-day Bible Study on the Gospels, centered around the
powerful story of the Feeding of the 5,000 in Matthew 14:13—21. This
narrative showcases not only Jesus’ miraculous provision but also reveals
profound spiritual truths about God's nature and our role as His followers.

The Gospels capture the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, who
came to demonstrate God's love, grace, and power. Throughout these
accounts, we see Jesus meeting both physical and spiritual needs, teaching us
how God abundantly provides for His people. The Feeding of the 5,000 is a
perfect example of this—from a boy’s small offering, Jesus fed thousands,
illustrating that God can multiply even the smallest gifts for His glory.

In our journey this week, you'll discover how God's provision meets both our
needs and the needs of others, and how we are called to serve with whatever
we have—no matter how insufficient it seems. This study will help deepen
your understanding of Jesus’ compassion, inspire faith in God's abundance,
and encourage action in loving service.

Whether you are new to the Gospels or eager to revisit this miracle with fresh
eyes, let this study encourage you to bring your gifts, trust God's
multiplication, and serve others joyfully. Let’s begin by approaching God’s
Word with open hearts, ready to be transformed.
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Day 1: [_] Understanding the Miracle
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Day 1: [[] Understanding the Miracle

Your Verse

Matthew 14:13-21 NIV - Jesus feeds the five thousand with five loaves and
two fish.

Supporting Scriptures

e John 6:9 - 'Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish,
but how far will they go among so many?’

o Mark 6:41 - "Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to
heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves.’
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Day 1: [[] Understanding the Miracle

Devotional: God’s Miraculous Provision Multiplies
Little

The Feeding of the 5,000 stands out as the only miracle recorded in all four
Gospels, highlighting its significance. Jesus had just heard about John the
Baptist’s death and withdrew to a solitary place. Yet, the crowd followed Him.
Moved by compassion, Jesus healed their sick and taught them. As evening
approached, the disciples urged Jesus to send the crowd away to find food, but
He invited them instead to feed them.

Initially overwhelmed with how little they had—a boy’s lunch of five barley
loaves and two fish—the disciples witnessed Jesus multiply this small
offering to satisfy thousands. This miracle reveals God’s overflowing
provision that surpasses human limitations.

When we face shortages or feel ill-equipped to meet others’ needs, God’s
abundance encourages us to otfer what we have. No small gift is insignificant
when placed in His hands.
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Day 1: [[] Understanding the Miracle

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you respond when you feel you lack enough to help others?

2. What does Jesus’ compassion in this story teach you about His heart?

3. In what ways have you seen God multiply your offerings or efforts?
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Day 1: [[] Understanding the Miracle

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when you witnessed God’s provision in an unexpected
way.

2. List the 'little" things you currently have that God could use.

3. Reflect on your feelings when asked to serve beyond your perceived
capacity.
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Day 1: [[] Understanding the Miracle

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your abundant provision. Help me to trust in Your power
to multiply even the smallest gifts I have. Teach me to serve with a willing
heart and compassion like Yours. Open my eyes to see how You can use me to
meet the needs of others. Strengthen my faith when I feel inadequate,
reminding me that with You all things are possible. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

AD&®
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Day 2: @ Following Jesus’ Compassion

- Bible Journaling Made Easy.
| HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Abundant Provision and Serving in the Gospels Page 11 of 45

Day 2: @ Following Jesus’ Compassion

Your Verse

Matthew 14:14 NIV - 'When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had
compassion on them and healed their sick.

Supporting Scriptures

o Luke 7:13 - 'When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said,
"Don't cry.”

o Matthew 9:36 - 'When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them...
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Day 2: @ Following Jesus’ Compassion

Devotional: Embracing a Heart of Compassion

Compassion lies at the heart of Jesus’ ministry. In the Feeding of the 5,000,
before performing the miracle, He first sees the crowd’s need and is deeply
moved to act. His compassion is not passive feeling but an active response

embracing healing and provision.

Jesus’ compassion challenges us to develop empathy for those around us—
whether physical, emotional, or spiritual needs. It calls us out of complacency;
urging us to serve others even when resources seem lacking or the task
seems daunting.

Reflecting Jesus’ compassion means more than feeling for others; it means
stepping in, offering what we can, and trusting God to bless our efforts.
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Day 2: @ Following Jesus’ Compassion

Reflect and Apply

1. How has Jesus demonstrated compassion in your life?

2. What prevents you from showing this same compassion to others?

3. How can compassion move beyond feelings into tangible action in your
context?
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Day 2: @ Following Jesus’ Compassion

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a moment when someone’s compassion impacted you deeply.

2. Journal practical ways you can show compassion this week.

3. Write about barriers you face in serving others and pray over them.
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Day 2: @ Following Jesus’ Compassion

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, Your compassion overwhelms me. Help me to see others through
Your eyes and respond with love and action. Teach me to move beyond
sympathy to genuine ministry, offering what I have and trusting Your
provision. Stir my heart to care deeply for those in need around me. Thank
You for being my example and strength. Amen.

PLAH%D
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Day 3: (3 Trusting God’s Abundance
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Day 3: (3 Trusting God’s Abundance

Your Verse

Matthew 14:19 NIV - 'Jesus took the five loaves and the two fish... and
distributed to the people.

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 4:19 - ‘My God will meet all your needs according to the
riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.’

e Psalm 34:10 - "Though the lions grow weak and hungry, those who seek
the Lord lack no good thing.’
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Day 3: (3 Trusting God’s Abundance

Devotional: Faith to Trust God’s Overflowing
Provision

Trusting God’s abundance requires surrender and faith. The disciples initially
saw scarcity, but Jesus invited them to see through the lens of God’s unlimited
resources. When we bring our “five loaves and two fish” — whatever little we

have — and give it to God, He blesses and multiplies it beyond measure.

This story encourages believers to present their offerings with trust rather
than fear or doubt. God’s abundance is not just about material provision but
also His grace, strength, and love poured into our lives and ministries.

How often do we limit God by our view of resources? God’s invitation is to
trust Him tully; believing He has more than enough to meet all needs.
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Day 3: (3 Trusting God’s Abundance

Reflect and Apply

1. Where do you struggle to trust God’s provision in your life?

2. How can you practice giving your resources and abilities to God today?

3. What would it look like to live with faith in God’s abundance daily?
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Day 3: (3 Trusting God’s Abundance

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about fears you have concerning scarcity or lack.
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2. Journal a prayer of surrender regarding your resources.

3. List ways you have seen God’s abundance in your life.
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Day 3: (3 Trusting God’s Abundance

Prayer for Today

Father, help me trust Your abundant provision. Teach me to offer You what I
have with faith, believing You will multiply it for Your purposes. Strengthen
me to overcome doubt and fear about lack. Fill me with Your peace, knowing
You are my ultimate provider. Thank You for Your unfailing love and care.

Amen.

OALE
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Day 4: O Serving with What We Have
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Day 4: €3 Serving with What We Have

Your Verse

Matthew 14:16 NIV - "They do not need to go away. You give them something
to eat.’

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Peter 4:10 - Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others.’

e Luke 3:11 - Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who
has none.’
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Day 4: €3 Serving with What We Have

Devotional; Faithful Service with Small Gifts

Jesus’ command challenges us to serve using whatever we have, no matter
how little it seems. The disciples initially doubted they could feed the crowd,
but Jesus invited them to participate in the miracle by sharing resources.

Serving is an act of faith rooted in obedience. Our contributions—time,
talents, or possessions—may feel inadequate, but when surrendered, God

uses them powerfully. This calls for humility and willingness to step up
despite fears of insufficiency.

Our calling is not to wait for perfect conditions but to serve faithfully, trusting
God to work through our offerings.
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Day 4: €3 Serving with What We Have

Reflect and Apply

1. What resources or gifts has God already given you to serve others?

2. How do doubts about sufficiency affect your willingness to serve?

3. What steps can you take to serve with what you have right now?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Abundant Provision and Serving in the Gospels Page 26 of 45

Day 4: €3 Serving with What We Have

Journaling Prompts

1. List your current gifts and talents and how you can use them to serve.

2. Reflect on past experiences where serving felt challenging but rewarding.

3. Write about fears or excuses that may hold you back from serving.
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Day 4: €3 Serving with What We Have

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to serve with the gifts I have. Help me overcome doubts and
fears about my insufficiency. Use my hands, heart, and resources for Your
kingdom. Give me boldness and joy in serving others, trusting Your power to
multiply my efforts for good. Thank You for the privilege to serve as Jesus did.

Amen.

SEPAY & 1o
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Day 5: ££ Community in God’s Provision
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Day 5: £ Community in God’s Provision

Your Verse

Matthew 14:20 NIV - "They all ate and were satistied, and the disciples picked
up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces.’

Supporting Scriptures

o Acts 2:44-45 - All the believers were together and had everything in
common.’

« Hebrews 10:24-25 - 'Let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.’
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Day 5: £ Community in God’s Provision

Devotional: Experiencing God’s Provision Together

God’s provision in the feeding miracle extended beyond individuals to the
entire community. Everyone ate and was satisfied, and the leftovers reminded
them of God’s generosity.

This communal aspect emphasizes the importance of unity and mutual care
within the body of Christ. God’s abundance meets needs abundantly when
His people come together in faith and service.

As followers of Jesus, we are called not only to receive His provision but to
share in community, supporting one anothers spiritual and practical needs.
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Day 5: £ Community in God’s Provision

Reflect and Apply

1. How does community impact your experience of God’s provision?
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2. In what ways can you contribute to building unity around God’s
blessings?

3. How can shared faith foster deeper trust in God’s abundance?
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Day 5: £ Community in God’s Provision

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God provided through your relationships or
community.

2. Reflect on your role in a faith community and how you contribute.

3. List ways to encourage and support others based on God’s provision.
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Day 5: £ Community in God’s Provision

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, thank You for the gift of community. Help me to embrace and
contribute to the unity and love among Your people. Teach me to share
generously and support others as we enjoy Your abundant blessings together.
May our fellowship reflect Your provision and grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

BLO®
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Day 6: { Faith That Acts
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Day 6: { Faith That Acts

Your Verse

Matthew 14:22-33 NIV (focus on verses 29-31) - Peter walks on water with
faith but doubts and begins to sink.

Supporting Scriptures

o Hebrews 11:1 - 'Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see.

e James 2:17 - 'Faith by itsell, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.’
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Day 6: { Faith That Acts

Devotional: Stepping Out in Faith and Service

Faith and action go hand in hand in the Christian walk. Although not part of
the feeding miracle directly, the adjacent story of Peter walking on water
demonstrates the challenge of maintaining faith. We are encouraged to step
out boldly, trusting God’s provision and power despite uncertain
circumstances.

Faith that acts uses what God has given—our time, gifts, and resources—
confident that He will sustain and multiply our efforts. When doubts arise, we
can call on Jesus to lift us and keep us steady.

This lesson complements the Feeding of the 5,000 by reminding us to keep
trusting and moving forward in service.
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Reflect and Apply

1. When have you acted in faith despite uncertainty?
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2. What doubts challenge your faith to serve fully?

3. How can you invite Jesus to strengthen your faith today?
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Day 6: { Faith That Acts

Journaling Prompts

1. Journal about a step of faith you feel called to take.

2. Write about ways to nurture your faith in practical service.

3. Reflect on how Jesus has helped you overcome doubt.
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Day 6: { Faith That Acts

Prayer for Today

Jesus, increase my faith to act boldly. Help me to step out of my comfort zone
trusting in Your provision and presence. When fear and doubt arise, lift me
and keep me focused on You. Empower my service so it glorifies You and
meets the needs around me. Thank You for being my strength and anchor.
Amen.

8Lh&H
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Day 7: 3% Living the Call to Serve
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Day 7: $% Living the Call to Serve

Your Verse

Matthew 25:35-40 NIV - 'Whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 5:13 - 'Serve one another humbly in love.’

e John 13:14-15 - ‘Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also should wash one another s feet.’
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Day 7: $% Living the Call to Serve

Devotional: Commitment to Serve with a Generous
Heart

The story of the Feeding of the 5,000 culminates in a lifelong call to serve
others with love and humility. Jesus reminds us that serving people is serving
Him. This service flows from recognizing God’s abundant provision and
responding with grateful hearts willing to share.

Living out this call means embracing a lifestyle of generosity, compassion,
and action. We are invited to be conduits of God’s blessings in practical ways,
trusting He will multiply our efforts for His kingdom.

Let this study conclude with a commitment to live generously and serve
joyftully, reflecting Jesus’ heart to a world in need.
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Day 7: $% Living the Call to Serve

Reflect and Apply

1. How will you intentionally live out the call to serve others?

2. What practices can you implement to stay connected to God’s provision?

3. In what ways can serving deepen your relationship with Jesus?
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Day 7: $% Living the Call to Serve

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a personal commitment statement to serve regularly.

2. List practical ways you will share God’s provision with others.

3. Reflect on how serving impacts your spiritual growth.
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Day 7: $% Living the Call to Serve

Prayer for Today

Lord, make me a servant after Your own heart. Help me to live generously and
love deeply, reflecting Your provision and grace to others. Use me to meet
needs around me, trusting You to multiply my offerings and efforts. Keep my
heart humble and willing to serve wherever You lead. Thank You for the
privilege to partner with You in ministry. Amen.

APAYOCL 4
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