Athaliah: Lessons from a
Fallen Queen

Explore the story of Athaliah, a wicked queen who
usurped Judah’s throne, and learn powerful lessons
on faith, integrity, and God’s justice.
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Introduction

Athaliah’s story is one of the most dramatic and cautionary accounts recorded
in the Bible. As the daughter of King Ahab and Queen Jezebel, she was
steeped in a legacy of wickedness and idolatry. Athaliah’s usurpation of the
throne of Judah, marked by ruthless ambition and the slaughter of the royal
lineage, reveals the dangers of unrestrained power and the consequences of
turning away from God’s covenant.

Through this 7-day study, we will journey through the historical and spiritual
elements of Athaliah’s rise and fall. We will examine Scripture to uncover
what led to her downfall and how God’s faithfulness to His promises shines
even amid human sin and failure. While Athaliah’s actions were filled with
evil intent, God’s justice and mercy prevail, reminding us that no one is
beyond His sovereign control.

As we delve into her story in 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles, let us reflect on themes
such as the consequences of rebellion, the importance of godly leadership,
and the hope of restoration. This study invites you to engage deeply with
God’s Word, allowing the lessons from Athaliah’s life to challenge and inspire
your own faith walk. €J
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Day 1: {7} Athaliah’s Rise to Power
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Day 1: {7} Athaliah’s Rise to Power

Your Verse

2 Chronicles 22:10 "When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son
was dead, she proceeded to destroy all the royal family.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Kings 11:1 - "When Athaliah the queen mother saw that her son was
dead, she proceeded to destroy the whole royal family.”

e 2 Chronicles 22:11 - "But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram and

wife of the priest Jehoiada, took Joash son of Ahaziah and stole him away
from among the royal princes who were about to be murdered.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Athaliah: Lessons from a Fallen Queen Page 6 of 45

Day 1: {7} Athaliah’s Rise to Power

Devotional: Power’s Danger and God’s Preservation

Athaliah's story begins with a shocking display of ruthless ambition. After the
death of her son Ahaziah, she did not mourn but seized the throne by killing
all possible heirs to secure her position as queen. This act of violence and
cruelty was a stark violation of God's appointed order for Israel and Judah.

Her rise to power was built on fear and deception, showing how far she had
turned from God's ways. Instead of honoring the rightful succession, she
chose destruction, illustrating the destructive consequences of selfish
ambition and ungodly control.

Yet, within this darkness, God preserved a flicker of hope—young Joash was
secretly saved by Jehosheba. This reminds us that no matter how evil the
circumstances may seem, God’s plan endures beyond human schemes.

As you begin this study, consider the ways power can corrupt and how
faithfulness sometimes calls for courageous intervention to uphold God’s
will.
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Day 1: {7} Athaliah’s Rise to Power

Reflect and Apply

1. What emotions does Athaliah’s ruthless rise to power stir within you?

2. Where have you seen ambition or control lead to harmful outcomes?

3. How does God’s preservation of Joash encourage your trust in Him
during difficult times?
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Day 1: {7} Athaliah’s Rise to Power

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when you witnessed or experienced misuse of power.

2. Reflect on how God has preserved hope in your life despite challenges.

3. Identify areas where you need to surrender control to God.
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Day 1: {7} Athaliah’s Rise to Power

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You that even in the darkest moments, You continue to work
behind the scenes. Help me to trust in Your sovereignty when I face trials or
injustice. Guard my heart against the temptation to seek control selfishly, and
teach me to rely on Your wisdom and timing. Keep me faithful to Your
purposes, even when circumstances seem bleak. Amen. J\, %> <J
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Day 2: & Athaliah’s Idolatry and Its Impact
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Day 2: {§ Athaliah’s Idolatry and Its Impact

Your Verse

2 Kings 11:2 "But Jehoiada the priest took a chest and set it outside the altar
and told the entire assembly of the Levites to put their contributions into it.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Chronicles 22:3 - "He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, just as his mother
had done.”

e 2 Kings 114 - "Jehoiada gave the command to have the guardians of the

temple and those who carried out the king's duties bring the boy king out
of hiding.”
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Day 2: {§ Athaliah’s Idolatry and Its Impact

Devotional: Idolatry’s Ripple Effect and God’s Faithful
Remnant

Athaliah continued the evil legacy of her family, promoting Baal worship and
idolatry in Judah. Her influence led the nation astray from the covenant
blessings of God to spiritual corruption and moral decay.

Her reign reminds us how idolatry doesn't just impact individual hearts but
can enslave entire communities and generations. God’s people were
susceptible to false gods because of leadership that refused to honor Him.
This leads to brokenness, confusion, and far-reaching consequences beyond
political power plays.

But even in the midst of rampant idolatry, God’s faithful servants like Jehoiada
showed courage and ingenuity, organizing a secret plan to protect Joash and
eventually restore true worship.

Today, reflect on the idols or distractions that may have crept into your own
life or community and ask God to help you return to wholehearted devotion to
Him.
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Day 2: {§ Athaliah’s Idolatry and Its Impact

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways can idolatry show itself today beyond literal statues or
gods?

2. How does leadership affect the spiritual health of a community?

3. Who in your life could be like Jehoiada, aiding faithfulness in hard times?
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Day 2: {§ Athaliah’s Idolatry and Its Impact

Journaling Prompts

1. List any personal idols or distractions that compete with your faith.

2. Write about a leader who positively influenced your spiritual life.

3. Pray and journal about how you can encourage godly faithfulness around
youl.
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Day 2: {§ Athaliah’s Idolatry and Its Impact

Prayer for Today

Father God, I acknowledge that idolatry can be subtle and destructive. Help
me to identify anything in my heart or life that steals my worship and trust
from You. Raise up bold servants who remain faithful to Your truth, even
when surrounded by compromise. Restore pure hearts and revive Your
church today. In Jesus’ name, Amen. (i & J\,
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Day 3: 2 God’s Preservation Through Joash
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Day 3: €2 God'’s Preservation Through Joash

Your Verse

2 Chronicles 23:11 "Jehoiada brought out the king’s son and put the crown on
him and gave him the covenant, and made him king.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Kings 11:12 - "Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord and

the king and the people... so they made the king sit on the throne of the
Lord”

e Psalm 33:11 - "The plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of
His heart through all generations.”
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Day 3: €2 God'’s Preservation Through Joash

Devotional: God’s Faithfulness and the Restoration of
Hope

Despite Athaliah’s evil and violence, God’s divine plan was never thwarted.
The young Joash was hidden and protected by Jehoiada the priest, who later
orchestrated Joash’s coronation, restoring the rightful line of David’s kingship.

This story highlights God's faithfulness across generations and His ability to

raise up leaders aligned with His will. God preserves His promises even when
human circumstances appear hopeless, and He uses courageous and faithful

people to fulfill His purposes.

The covenant made between the Lord, the king, and the people was a pledge
to renew promises and commitments to God’s law, symbolizing a fresh start
and a return to godly leadership.

We can be encouraged that God’s plans are perfect and that He can restore
what seems lost, inviting us to trust Him fully.
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Day 3: €2 God’s Preservation Through Joash

Reflect and Apply

1. How does Joash’s preservation encourage you in struggles or
uncertainties?

2. What role does covenant commitment play in your relationship with
God?

3. Who might God be calling you to protect or support in your community?
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Day 3: €2 God’s Preservation Through Joash

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time God restored hope in your life—write about it in detail.

2. Write a personal covenant or commitment statement to God.

3. List ways you can support faithfulness and restoration in others.
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Day 3: €2 God'’s Preservation Through Joash

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your unending faithfulness and perfect plans. When I feel
overwhelmed by darkness or uncertainty, remind me of Your preservation
and restoration. Help me to make and keep a covenant of love and obedience
with You. Use me to be a light and protector for those in need of
encouragement. In Jesus’ name, Amen. £ {3 J\
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Day 4: 4 The Overthrow of Athaliah
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Day 4: ¢ The Overthrow of Athaliah

Your Verse

2 Kings 11:15 "Athaliah heard the noise of the guards and people running and
went to the people at the temple of the Lord.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Chronicles 23:14 - "Then they seized Athaliah, tore her down from the
temple, and put her to death.”

e Romans 12:19 - "Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for
God's wrath.”
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Day 4: ¢ The Overthrow of Athaliah

Devotional: God’s Justice Triumphs Over Evil

The dramatic overthrow of Athaliah marks the end of her tyrannical reign
and a turning point for Judah. When the priests and Levites, led by Jehoiada,
revealed Joash as the rightful king, the people rallied to support God’s
authority. Athaliah was captured and executed, illustrating that evil will not
ultimately prevail.

This event powertully demonstrates God's justice and timing, where He
allows wickedness to run its course but intervenes decisively to restore
righteousness. The story reinforces that God is the ultimate judge who
governs kings and nations, and His justice is sure.

For believers, this passage is a reminder to trust God’s justice rather than
taking matters into our own hands,—and to remain faithful while awaiting
His deliverance.
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Day 4: ¢ The Overthrow of Athaliah

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you react when justice seems delayed in your life or society?

2. What does God’s timing teach you about patience and faith?

3. How can you trust God’s justice rather than seeking your own
vengeance?
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Day 4: ¢ The Overthrow of Athaliah

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a situation where you struggled to wait for God’s justice.

2. Reflect on how you can respond with grace when facing injustice.

3. List ways to cultivate patience and trust in God's timing.
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Day 4: ¢ The Overthrow of Athaliah

Prayer for Today

Father, Your justice is perfect and sure, even when I struggle to understand
the timing. Help me to trust You and not seek revenge or bitterness.
Strengthen my faith to wait patiently and remain faithful to Your Word. May I
be an agent of Your peace and justice in the world. Amen. &8 €3 J\
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Day 5: 3 Joash’s Early Reign of Renewal
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Day 5: 3 Joash’s Early Reign of Renewal

Your Verse

2 Chronicles 24:2 "Joash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord all his life
becauise Jehoiada the priest instructed him.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Kings 12:3 - "Joash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord all his life
becauise Jehoiada the priest instructed him.”

e Proverbs 3:5 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding.”
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Day 5: 3 Joash’s Early Reign of Renewal

Devotional: The Power of Godly Mentorship and
Renewal

Under the wise guidance of Jehoiada, King Joash began his reign well by
restoring worship and obedience to God. His youth was shaped by godly
instruction and a commitment to walk in God’s ways, setting a foundation of
renewal for the nation.

This teaches us the importance of godly mentorship and the willingness to
learn and submit to God's truth. Joash’s reign also exemplifies how new
beginnings can bring hope and healing when built on obedience and
devotion.

Asyou reflect on this chapter, think about the mentors God has placed in your
life and how you respond to correction and guidance. Consider how renewing
your relationship with God leads to transformation and blessing.
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Day 5: % Joash’s Early Reign of Renewal

Reflect and Apply

1. Who are spiritual mentors or guides in your life?

Page 31 of 45

2. How open are you to God’s instruction and correction?

3. What areas of your life need renewal through obedience?
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Day 5: 3 Joash’s Early Reign of Renewal

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a letter of gratitude to a mentor or spiritual guide.

2. Journal about your response to recent correction or teaching.

3. Set goals for areas needing spiritual renewal in your life.
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Day 5: 3 Joash’s Early Reign of Renewal

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for godly mentors and instructors who help me grow. Make
me teachable and humble, eager to learn and obey Your Word. Renew my
spirit and help me walk faithfully in Your path every day. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. £\

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hnly]nt Athaliah: Lessons from a Fallen Queen Page 34 of 45

Day 6: @ The Decline of Joash’s Faithfulness
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Day 6: @ The Decline of Joash’s Faithfulness
Your Verse

2 Chronicles 24:18 "After the death of Jehoiada, the leaders of Judah came and

paid homage to King Joash, but they turned away from the temple of the Lord
of their ancestors.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Kings 12:17 - "After the death of Jehoiada, the officials of Judah came
and paid homage to the king, but paid no regard to the Lord...”

o Hebrews 12:11 - "No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.
Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for
those who have been trained by it.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Athaliah: Lessons from a Fallen Queen Page 36 of 45

Day 6: @ The Decline of Joash’s Faithfulness

Devotional: Guarding Faith Against Complacency

Unfortunately, after the death of Jehoiada, King Joash'’s faithfulness waned.
The leaders and the king abandoned true worship and allowed idolatry and
compromise to creep back into Judah.

This decline serves as a poignant reminder that spiritual growth requires
continual nurturing and vigilance. Without accountability and reliance on
God, even the best beginnings can falter, leading to defeat and broken
promises.

God disciplines those He loves to bring them back to righteousness, and this
story encourages us not to become complacent but to seek God daily with
earnest hearts.
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Day 6: @ The Decline of Joash’s Faithfulness

Reflect and Apply

1. Have you experienced times of spiritual decline? What caused it?

2. How do you maintain and protect your relationship with God
consistently?

3. What role does discipline and accountability play in your faith journey?
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Day 6: @ The Decline of Joash’s Faithfulness

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect honestly on areas where your faith needs strengthening.

2. Identify habits or distractions that pull you away from God.

3. Pray and journal commitments to daily spiritual discipline.
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Day 6: @ The Decline of Joash’s Faithfulness

Prayer for Today

Father, forgive me for times I have been complacent or lukewarm. Help me to
guard my heart and nurture my faith continuously. Surround me with
accountability and reminders of Your love and discipline. Restore zeal and
lead me in paths of righteousness. In Jesus’s name, Amen. J\, § ©
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Day 7: % Lessons From Athaliah’s Story
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Day 7: %> Lessons From Athaliah’s Story
Your Verse

Psalm 37:6 "He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, your
vindication like the noonday sun.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 16:4 - "The Lord works out everything to its proper end—even
the wicked for a day of disaster.”

e Isaiah 60:1 - "Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the
Lord rises upon you.”
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Day 7: %> Lessons From Athaliah’s Story

Devotional: Faithfulness Triumphs Over Darkness

The story of Athaliah, though tragic, offers enduring lessons for believers
today. It reveals the perils of turning away from God, the consequences of
ungodly ambition, and the final triumph of divine justice and faithfulness.

God’s sovereignty governs even the darkest human actions and He always
preserves a remnant for His glory. Like Joash, we are called to remain faithful,
listen to godly counsel, and commit ourselves wholly to God’s plans.

Allow Athaliah’s story to inspire vigilance against idolatry and selfish
ambition, and to deepen your commitment to trust God’s justice and
restoration.

As you close this study, ask God to strengthen your heart and renew your
resolve to walk in His truth, shining brightly as a witness in your world.
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Day 7: %> Lessons From Athaliah’s Story

Reflect and Apply

1. What is the greatest lesson you have learned from Athaliah’s story?

2. How can you apply this lesson in your daily walk with God?

3. In what ways can you be a light in dark or challenging circumstances?
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Day 7: %> Lessons From Athaliah’s Story

Journaling Prompts

1. Summarize your key takeaways from this 7-day study.

2. Write a prayer of commitment to remain faithful despite challenges.

3. Journal how you will practically shine God’s light this coming week.
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Day 7: %> Lessons From Athaliah’s Story

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for the powerful lessons in Athaliah’s story. Help me to
remain faithful and obedient to You, rejecting all forms of idolatry and selfish
ambition. Strengthen me to be a light in my community and to trust Your
justice and timing always. Empower me to live boldly for Your glory. In Jesus’

name, Amen. 3% J\ f}
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