Biblical Wisdom for
Handling Contflict in the
Church

A 7-day study empowering believers to apply God's
wisdom in resolving church conflicts, fostering
unity, clarity, and peace in spiritual community.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 7-day Bible study on "Biblical Wisdom for Handling Conflict
in the Church.” Conflict is often unavoidable in any community, including the
church. However, how we respond to conflict can either build unity or cause
division. This study explores God's timeless wisdom for effectively
navigating conflicts within the spiritual community, promoting peace, clarity,
and mutual understanding.

Throughout these days, we'll dive deep into Scripture to discover practical
and spiritual principles that help us communicate with grace, seek
reconciliation, and reflect Christ s love even in challenging moments. It's
essential to remember that the church is the body of Christ, and He calls us to
be peacemakers and reconciliers, demonstrating His wisdom and humility.

You'll find daily passages that provide clarity on handling disputes, coupled
with reflections and prayers to equip you to apply these Biblical truths in real
situations. Whether you're a leader, a member, or a concerned believer, this
study offers guidance to promote harmony and God-glorifying resolutions.

May this journey enrich your understanding and empower you to minister
wisdom in every encounter of conflict. As you grow in discernment and
humility, you will experience the blessing of unity and the peace that
surpasses all understanding within your church family. Let’s begin seeking
God's wisdom together!
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Day 1: ¥ Embracing God’s Wisdom to
Pursue Peace
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Day 1: €] Embracing God’s Wisdom to Pursue Peace

Your Verse

James 3:17 - "But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then

peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial
and sincere.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Proverbs 15:1 - A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs
up anger.”

e Romans 12:18 - "If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone.”
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Day 1: €] Embracing God’s Wisdom to Pursue Peace

Devotional: Heavenly Wisdom Seeds Peace in Conflict

Conflict in the church can often feel like a battle zone, but God's wisdom calls
us to a higher standard — one rooted in peace and purity. James 3:17 paints a
picture of wisdom from heaven as peace-loving and full of mercy, indicating
that true wisdom doesn’t escalate conflict but seeks harmony.

When tensions rise, responding with gentleness and understanding, rather
than harsh words or stubborn pride, allows peace to flourish. Proverbs
reminds us how a gentle answer can deescalate wrath, helping us
communicate effectively without fueling anger.

Imagine your church community as a garden where peace-loving wisdom is
the seed. The fruit it bears — mercy, humility; and sincerity — nurtures
relationships and strengthens the body of Christ. Today, reflect on how your
words and attitude can promote peace, even when disagreements arise. Your
commitment to pursue peace is a testimony to God's transforming power at
work in the church.
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Day 1: €] Embracing God’s Wisdom to Pursue Peace

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I typically respond when conflicts arise in my church
community?

2. In what ways can I cultivate ‘peace-loving’ wisdom in my conversations
and actions?

3. What biblical qualities of wisdom do I need to develop to promote unity?
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Day 1: €] Embracing God’s Wisdom to Pursue Peace

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a recent church conflict and how you responded.

2. Write down ways you can apply gentle and peace-loving wisdom in
upcoming interactions.

3. List biblical traits from James 3:17 that you desire to grow in.
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Day 1: €] Embracing God’s Wisdom to Pursue Peace

Prayer for Today

Lord, grant me Your heavenly wisdom that is pure and peace-loving. Help me
to be gentle and merciful in every conversation, especially amid conflict.
Teach me to speak words that heal, not harm, and to seek peace as You
command. May Your Spirit guide me to be a true peacemaker in my church,
reflecting Christ’s love and unity. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /J\, €3 €
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Day 2: < The Power of Humble
Reconciliation
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Day 2: <O The Power of Humble Reconciliation

Your Verse

Matthew 18:15 - "If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just
between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:2-3 - "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing

with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace.”

e Colossians 3:13 - "Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”
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Day 2: <O The Power of Humble Reconciliation

Devotional: Choose Humility to Restore Relationships

Reconciliation is at the heart of peace in the church, and humility is the key
that opens the door. Jesus instructs us in Matthew 18 to confront issues
privately and lovingly, aiming to restore the relationship without shame or
public embarrassment.

Such humble conversations require patience and gentleness, virtues Paul
encourages us to display in Ephesians — bearing with one another in love.

Forgiveness must underpin these efforts, as Paul reminds us in Colossians.
Forgiving as we have been forgiven honors Christ and frees us from
resentment and bitterness that fracture unity:.

Remember, conflict resolution is not about proving who is right, but about
winning hearts back to love and fellowship. When we adopt humility as our
posture, we become agents of healing and peace within the church.
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Day 2: <O The Power of Humble Reconciliation

Reflect and Apply

1. Do I avoid or pursue humble conversations when offenses occur?

2. How can I prepare my heart to forgive as Christ forgave me?

3. What barriers keep me from seeking reconciliation first and foremost?
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Day 2: <O The Power of Humble Reconciliation

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when humility helped you resolve a church conflict.

2. List practical steps to approach someone with a spirit of reconciliation.

3. Reflect on areas where you need to extend or receive forgiveness.
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Day 2: <O The Power of Humble Reconciliation

Prayer for Today

Father, teach me humility in how I handle conflict. Help me to approach
others with love and patience, ready to listen and forgive. May I seek
restoration when offenses occur and foster unity in the church. Empower me
through Your Spirit to be a bridge-builder, reflecting Christ’s heart for
reconciliation. Amen. €3 @ J\
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Day 3: € Speaking Truth in Love
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Day 3: & Speaking Truth in Love

Your Verse

Ephesians 4:15 - "Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become
in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Proverbs 12:18 - "The words of the reckless pierce like swords, but the
tongue of the wise brings healing.”

e Colossians 4:6 - "Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned
with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”
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Day 3: & Speaking Truth in Love

Devotional: Balance Honesty with Compassionate
Speech

Honesty is essential in addressing conflicts, but how we speak the truth
matters tremendously. Ephesians 4:15 reminds us that truth must be wrapped
in love, not delivered through harshness or anger.

Reckless words wound and escalate conflicts. Instead, the wise use their
words to bring healing, as Proverbs teaches.

Grace-filled speech, seasoned with salt, can open hearts and defuse tension.
When we communicate thoughtfully, balancing truth with kindness, we build
trust and encourage growth toward spiritual maturity.

Taking time to reflect before speaking and asking God for guidance can
transform difficult conversations into opportunities for deeper
understanding and restoration.
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Day 3: & Speaking Truth in Love

Reflect and Apply

1. How can I ensure my words both reveal truth and express love?

2. Do I tend to speak impulsively or with grace during church
disagreements?

3. Which Scriptures can I rely on to guide my speech in tense moments?
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Day 3: & Speaking Truth in Love

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a situation where loving truth-telling restored peace.

2. Identify phrases or approaches that communicate truth gently but clearly.

3. Reflect on how you can prepare your heart and mind before
conversations.
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Day 3: & Speaking Truth in Love

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, help me to speak truth with love and grace. Teach me to choose
my words carefully, that they may heal instead of hurt. Let my conversations
reflect Your wisdom and compassion, glorifying You in every interaction. Fill
me with Your Spirit to be a messenger of peace. Amen. & @ /)

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{)]y](}t Biblical Wisdom for Handling Conflict in the Church Page 22 of 45

Day 4: 88 Seeking Justice with Gentle Hearts
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Day 4: 8B Seeking Justice with Gentle Hearts

Your Verse

Micah 6:8 - "He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the

Lordrequire of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 2:13 - "Mercy triumphs over judgment.”
o Psalm 34:14 - "Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.”
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Day 4: 8B Seeking Justice with Gentle Hearts

Devotional: Justice Rooted in Mercy Strengthens
Unity

God calls us to justice, but not justice without mercy. Micah 6:8 synthesizes
this by commanding us to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly.

In church conflicts, it might be tempting to judge harshly or insist on our own
rights. Yet, James reminds us mercy is higher and wiser than condemnation.
Mercy softens our hearts, enabling us to understand the struggles of others.

Seeking peace requires intentional pursuit and humble posture, as seen in
Psalm 34. Justice paired with mercy is the foundation for true reconciliation,
ensuring fairness while nurturing grace in community;.

Challenge yourself to be just yet gentle, speaking up for truth but also
extending mercy that reflects God's heart.
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Day 4: 8B Seeking Justice with Gentle Hearts

Reflect and Apply

1. When have I struggled to balance justice and mercy in church conflicts?

2. How can I cultivate a humble walk with God to inform my responses?

3. What are practical ways to pursue peace actively within my community?
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Day 4: 8B Seeking Justice with Gentle Hearts

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you experienced mercy that changed a conflict.

2. List ways you can practice both justice and mercy in disagreements.

3. Reflect on steps to walk humbly with God in your relationships.
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Day 4: 8B Seeking Justice with Gentle Hearts

Prayer for Today

God of justice and mercy, teach me to act justly with a compassionate heart.
Help me avoid harsh judgment and instead seek peace and understanding.
May my actions honor You and build unity among believers. Guide me to
walk humbly with You and radiate Your love. Amen. &8 @ J\,
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Day 5: () Wisdom to Control Anger
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Day 5: () Wisdom to Control Anger

Your Verse

Proverbs 29:11 - "Fools give full vent to their rage, but the wise bring calm in
theend.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 1:19 - "Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow
to become angry;”

e Ecclesiastes 7:9 - "Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger
resides in the lap of fools.”
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Day 5: () Wisdom to Control Anger

Devotional: Choosing Calm over Rash Anger

Anger is natural in conflict, but uncontrolled anger damages relationships
and the church’s witness. Proverbs contrasts the foolish who vent rage with
the wise who bring calm.

James exhorts us to be quick to listen and slow to anger, reminding us that
patience wins the day. Ecclesiastes warns us about quickly giving in to anger,
which is folly.

Wisdom teaches restraint, encouraging us to pause, pray, and process before
responding. Such self-control prevents misunderstandings and diffuses
tension.

Today, consider how God’s wisdom can help you master your emotions,
turning potential conflict into opportunities for peace and understanding.
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Day 5: () Wisdom to Control Anger

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I usually handle anger during disagreements in church?

2. What practices can help me listen more and react less quickly in tensions?

3. How does patience reflect God’s wisdom in resolving conflicts?
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Day 5: () Wisdom to Control Anger

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a conflict where anger escalated and how it could have been
different.

2. List strategies to control your emotions when disagreements arise.

3. Write a prayer asking God for patience and self-control in conflict.
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Day 5: () Wisdom to Control Anger

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to be slow to anger and quick to listen. Teach me to control my
emotions through Your wisdom and grace. Let me be a calm presence in
conflict, reflecting Your peace and patience. Strengthen me to respond in love
rather than wrath. Amen. () & J\
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Day 6: £ Building Unity Through Servant
Leadership
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Day 6: £ Building Unity Through Servant Leadership

Your Verse

Philippians 2:3-4 - "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Mark 10:44-45 - "Whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.”

e 1Peter 5:5 - "All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one

another, because, ‘God opposes the proud but shows favor to the
humble.”
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Day 6: #£ Building Unity Through Servant Leadership

Devotional: Humility and Service Foster Church
Harmony

True leadership in the church is marked by humility and a servant’s heart.
Paul urges believers to set aside selfish ambition and prefer others,
prioritizing their needs (Philippians 2:3-4).

Jesus exemplifies this by serving rather than being served, reminding us that
greatness is found in humble service (Mark 10).

Humility opens the door to unity, dismantling pride that fuels divisions. Peter
encourages us to clothe ourselves with it daily, empowering us to work
cooperatively and peacefully.

In conflicts, adopting servant leadership principles can transform attitudes,
inviting collaboration and reconciliation rather than competition and strife.
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Reflect and Apply

1. Do I sometimes contribute to conflict through ambition or pride?
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2. How can I practice servant leadership in my church role?

3. What does it look like to value others’ interests above my own?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Biblical Wisdom for Handling Conflict in the Church Page 38 of 45

Day 6: £ Building Unity Through Servant Leadership

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe ways you can serve others in your church community this week.

2. Reflect on how adopting humility can impact conflict outcomes.

3. Write about a leader you admire who models servant leadership.
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Day 6: #£ Building Unity Through Servant Leadership

Prayer for Today

Jesus, teach me to lead with a servant’s heart. Remove selfish ambition and
pride from me. Help me to value others above myself and to seek their good
earnestly. May my humility foster unity and peace in the church, reflecting
Your love and grace. Amen. £ /\, @
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Day 7: f) Walking in the Light of Peace and
Wisdom
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Day 7: f} Walking in the Light of Peace and Wisdom

Your Verse

Psalm 34:14 - "Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 16:33 - "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome
the world.”

e Colossians 3:15 - "Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as
members of one body you were called to peace.”
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Day 7: f} Walking in the Light of Peace and Wisdom

Devotional: Pursuing Peace as A Lifestyle

God calls us not merely to occasional peace-making but to a lifestyle devoted
to seeking and pursuing peace. Psalm 34:14 challenges us to turn from evil
and actively seek peace.

Jesus acknowledges that trials will come but offers peace that triumphs over
the world (John 16:33). This peace guards our hearts and minds, enabling us
to stand firm in conflicts.

As members of one body, we are called to let Christ’s peace rule in our hearts
(Colossians 3:15), influencing every interaction and decision. Living in this
peace requires daily commitment to God's wisdom, humility, and love.

As you conclude this study, may you embrace peace as your guiding light,
fostering unity and clarity within your church family.
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Day 7: f} Walking in the Light of Peace and Wisdom

Reflect and Apply

1. How can I make peace a consistent habit in my life?

2. What spiritual practices help me stay rooted in Christ’s peace?

3. In what ways can I influence my church community towards unity today?
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Day 7: f} Walking in the Light of Peace and Wisdom

Journaling Prompts

1. Write your personal commitments to pursue peace daily.

2. List ways to share Christ’s peace with others in your church.

3. Reflect on how Christ’s overcoming the world gives you hope in conflict.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Biblical Wisdom for Handling Conflict in the Church Page 45 of 45

Day 7: f} Walking in the Light of Peace and Wisdom

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, fill me with Your peace that surpasses understanding. Help me to
turn from evil, pursue good, and make peace my way of life. May Your peace
rule my heart and guide my relationships in the church. Empower me tobea
beacon of unity and wisdom in all things. Amen. £}, [i] J\
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