Bold Prayers: Lessons

from the Friend at
Midnight

Explore bold, persistent prayer through Luke 11:5—
13 and related scriptures to deepen your faith and
friendship with God.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 3-day journey through the Gospels, focusing on the
powerful teaching of Jesus about prayer found in Luke 11:5—13. Here, Jesus
invites us into a deeper understanding of how we approach God—not timidly,
but boldly and persistently, like the friend at midnight knocking on the door.
This passage reminds us that God delights when we come to Him without
hesitation and with confidence, trusting in His goodness and generosity. As
we explore these scriptures, we’ll learn about the nature of prayer and the
loving character of God who is always ready to listen and respond.

Prayer is more than a routine or ritual; it is a dynamic conversation and a bold
declaration of our faith. Jesus’ example of the midnight visitor challenges us
to keep knocking, to keep asking, and to keep seeking, knowing that God’s
response is certain and full of grace. This Bible study plan invites you to
reflect on the boldness Jesus encourages, to cultivate a persistent prayer life,
and to build an intimate friendship with God.

Join us as we dive into Scripture, uncover rich insights, and embrace the
courage to pray boldly, knowing our Heavenly Father loves to give good gifts
to His children. Together, we will discover how to approach God’s door with
confidence and how our prayers can transform our relationship with Him.
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Day 1: Q The Midnight Request
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Day 1: Q The Midnight Request

Your Verse

Luke 11:5—6 NIV - "Then Jesus said to them, ‘Suppose you have a friend, and
you go to him at midnight...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 8:26 - "..the Spirit helps us in our weakness.”

e Hebrews 4:16 - "Let us then approach God's throne of grace with
confidence.”
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Day 1: Q The Midnight Request

Devotional: The Power of Persistent Friendship

In Luke 11:5—6, Jesus tells a story about a friend who knocks at another’s door
at midnight, seeking bread to help a visitor. This image captures the boldness
and persistence we are encouraged to have when approaching God in prayer.
Just as earthly friends may feel uneasy denying a genuine request, God, our
ultimate Friend, eagerly listens and responds—even at unexpected hours.

This parable challenges us to rethink the timing and nature of our prayers.
Bold prayers don’t wait for perfect moments; they come honestly and
persistently, trusting God’s readiness. It reminds us we can bring any need to
Him—no matter how urgent or awkward—without hesitation.

Persistent prayer isn't about wearing God down but about deepening our
trust and friendship with Him. It means showing up consistently, confident
that our requests matter to Him. Today, reflect on your approach to prayer—
are you knocking boldly or hesitating? Remember, God delights in your
boldness and yearns for your openness.
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Day 1: Q The Midnight Request

Reflect and Apply

1. How does the story of the friend at midnight change your view of how to
pray?

2. What fears or hesitations do you have about praying boldly before God?

3. In what ways can persistent prayer deepen your relationship with God?
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Day 1: Q The Midnight Request

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you hesitated to ask God for something—what held
you back?

2. List three things you want to bring boldly to God's throne in prayer this
week.

3. Reflect on how knowing God is your Friend changes your prayer life.
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Day 1: Q The Midnight Request

Prayer for Today

Father God, thank You for being a loving and ready Friend who listens to my
prayers, no matter the hour. Help me to approach Your throne boldly and
persistently, trusting Your goodness and timing. Teach me to rely on Your
Holy Spirit to guide my prayers and to deepen our friendship every day. I
bring my needs and desires before You with confidence, knowing Your heart
is full of grace and love. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, 3 %> J\,
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Day 2: J\ Boldness in Prayer
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Day 2: /) Boldness in Prayer

Your Verse

Luke 11:7-8 NIV - "And I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you
the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he
will surely get up and give you as much as you need.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 1.6 - "But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt.”
 1john 5:14 - "This is the confidence we have in approaching God...”
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Day 2: /) Boldness in Prayer

Devotional: The Boldness That Moves God

Jesus teaches that it is not friendship alone but boldness and persistence that
compel the friend to act. This shows us that God welcomes our shameless
audacity—our fearless confidence—when we pray. Bold prayers aren’t about
arrogance but about faith that trusts God’s character and promises.

When we pray boldly, we echo Jesus' invitation to ‘ask, seek, and knock’ (Luke
11:9). Such prayers express deep trust despite uncertainty, fears, or past
disappointments. They demonstrate an active faith committed to engaging
God fully—without restraint.

Consider how this boldness reshapes your prayer life: Are you hesitating or
boldly claiming God’s promises? Bold prayers also reflect honest hearts,
laying bare our needs without shame. They invite God to work powerfully
and miraculously on our behalf.
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Day 2: J\, Boldness in Prayer

Reflect and Apply

1. What does ‘shameless audacity’ in prayer mean to you personally?

2. How can you cultivate boldness in your daily prayer habits?

3. In what ways does faith influence your confidence when approaching
God?
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Day 2: J\, Boldness in Prayer

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite a prayer boldly asking God for something important to you.

2. Reflect on a scripture promise you can claim confidently in prayer.

3. List ways to overcome hesitation or doubt when you pray.
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Day 2: /) Boldness in Prayer

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for encouraging me to pray with boldness and
confidence. Help me to embrace shameless audacity in my prayers, trusting
Your faithful heart and mighty power. Teach me to ask according to Your will,
believing You hear and will act. Strengthen my faith to seek and knock
without giving up, knowing You delight in my boldness. May my prayers
honor You and deepen our friendship. Amen. @ J\, % []
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Day 3: {I] Receiving from God
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Day 3: {T} Receiving from God

Your Verse

Luke 11:9—13 NIV - Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 7:11 - "If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good
gifts...”

e John 16:24 - "Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask
and you will receive...”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Bold Prayers: Lessons from the Friend at Midnight Page 18 of 21

Day 3: {T] Receiving from God

Devotional: Trusting God’s Generous Gifts

Jesus concludes His teaching by assuring us that God is a generous Father
who delights in giving good gifts to His children. Our bold and persistent
prayers are met with God’s faithful provision—not necessarily exactly as we
expect, but always with what is best for us.

This passage invites us to trust fully in God’s goodness and timing. When we
ask, seek, and knock, we open ourselves to receive His blessings, grace, and
guidance. It is a beautiful picture of a loving Father who is accessible and
eager to bless.

Let this truth encourage you to continue praying boldly, expecting that God
hears and answers in pertfect wisdom and love. Let your prayers grow from a
place of trust, not just requests. Remember the invitation to ask “in Jesus’
name,” aligning our desires with His will and purpose.
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Day 3: {T} Receiving from God

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing God is a generous Father affect your view of
answered prayer?

2. What ‘good gifts’ has God given you recently that you might have
overlooked?

3. How can you align your prayers more closely with Jesus’ will and
purpose?
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Day 3: {T} Receiving from God

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God answered a bold prayer, even unexpectedly.

2. List prayers you want to continue presenting boldly to God’s door.

3. Reflect on the gifts God has given you and your response to them.
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Day 3: {T} Receiving from God

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your generosity and faithfulness in answering
my prayers. Help me to trust Your timing and wisdom, knowing You give
good gifts that surpass my understanding. Teach me to keep asking, seeking,
and knocking with joy and assurance that You hear me. Align my heart with
Jesus’ will so that my prayers reflect Your perfect plan. I praise You for being a
loving Father who delights in our friendship and communication. In Jesus’

name, Amen. {J] J\ @ &>
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HolyJot

Where God’s Word Meets Your Daily Life

A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we'd love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you'll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life

B Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches

&% Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
 Aplace to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

Visit Now:

# www.HolyJot.com
2 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

(=3 We'd love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

(=3 Connect with us at:
Facebook - Instagram - YouTube - TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.
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