Brother to the Fatherless:
Mentoring Young Men in
Faith

Encourage godly men to stand in the gap as
mentors, guiding young men who lack earthly role
models toward a life rooted in Christ.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 7-day journey on becoming a godly brother to the fatherless.
In today’s world, many young men grow up without strong male role models
to guide them, nurture their faith, and help them navigate life’s challenges. As
followers of Christ, we are called to step in and fill this void — to stand in the
gap and mentor those who need a steady hand, wise counsel, and a loving
heart.

Throughout Scripture, godly men are commissioned not only to walk
faithfully before God themselves but also to lead others in righteousness. This
study explores the heart of mentorship, the importance of godly examples,
and the transformational power of discipleship. You will be encouraged to
consider what it means to be a spiritual father to boys and young men who
may lack this vital influence in their lives.

Each day, we will reflect on biblical truths, supported by Scripture, and dive
deeply into how you can become a beacon of hope and strength. Whether you
are a seasoned mentor or stepping into this role for the first time, this plan
will equip you to embrace God’s calling to nurture and guide.

Let’s walk together in faith and obedience, embracing the privilege of shaping
future generations of men who love God and live His Word boldly.
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Day 1: & Called to Stand in the Gap
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Day 1: & Called to Stand in the Gap

Your Verse

Ezekiel 22:30 - "I looked for someone among them who would build up the
wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 82:3 - "Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the
poor and the oppressed.”

e James 1:27 - "Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress.”
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Day 1: & Called to Stand in the Gap

Devotional: God Calls Men to Stand in the Gap

God is searching for men who will stand in the gap. In Ezekiel 22:30, God
laments the absence of anyone willing to build up the spiritual walls of the
people by standing in the gap—a powerful metaphor for intercession and
leadership. When young men lack earthly fathers or mentors, the walls
around their hearts and character can fall, leaving them vulnerable to harmful
influences. We are called to be those who protect, guide, and mentor.

Psalm 82:3 reminds us of the responsibility we carry—to defend the weak
and uphold the fatherless. This is not a passive role but one requiring courage,
compassion, and intentionality. God’s heart for the fatherless is clear; they
require men grounded in God’s truth to help them navigate life’s storms.

Practical mentorship involves more than advice—it means showing up
consistently, listening deeply, and modeling Christlike character. As God’s
chosen men, we have an opportunity to influence and shape young men for
eternity by standing in the gap and filling what is missing in their lives.
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Day 1: & Called to Stand in the Gap

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean for you personally to 'stand in the gap’ for young men
lacking mentors?

2. How has the absence of a godly role model impacted your own faith
journey?

3. What practical steps can you take today to begin fostering a mentorship
relationship?
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Day 1: & Called to Stand in the Gap

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe an experience where a mentor significantly influenced your life.

2. List qualities you think are essential in a godly mentor.

3. Write a prayer asking God to prepare your heart to lead and mentor
others.
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Day 1: & Called to Stand in the Gap

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for calling me to be a man who stands in the gap
for young men who need guidance and love. Help me to be courageous,
patient, and compassionate as I step into this role. Fill me with Your Spirit so
that I may model Christ’s character and offer wisdom rooted in Your Word.
Use me to build up and protect those who are vulnerable, that they may grow
strong in faith and purpose. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, © @
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Day 2: 88 Building Character That Lasts
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Day 2: &2 Building Character That Lasts

Your Verse

Proverbs 22:6 - "Start children off on the way they should go, and even when
they are old they will not turn from it.”

Supporting Scriptures

 1Timothy 4:12 - "Don't let anyone look down on you because you are
young, but set an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in
purity.”

e Titus 2:7 - "In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In
your teaching show integrity, seriousness.”
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Day 2: &2 Building Character That Lasts

Devotional: Mentorship Begins with Godly Example

Mentorship is an opportunity to build godly character that endures a lifetime.
Proverbs 22:6 challenges us to guide young men early, establishing a
foundation that will not easily be abandoned. Character development isn’t
about perfection but about consistent growth in godly habits and values.

Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus offer timeless instruction: we are to set an
example in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity. Leading by example is
perhaps the most powerful form of mentorship because actions often speak
louder than words. When young men see godly character lived out
authentically, they are more likely to follow that path.

Ask yourself: What parts of your life reflect Christ clearly? Are you cultivating
integrity and seriousness in your daily walk? Mentoring requires us to be
intentional in modeling faithfulness and humility. The legacy of character we
leave can transform lives and generations.
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Day 2: &2 Building Character That Lasts

Reflect and Apply

1. How does your lifestyle serve as a model for young men around you?

2. What aspects of your character need strengthening to better mentor
others?

3. Why is consistency important when building lasting godly character?
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Day 2: &2 Building Character That Lasts

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify two specific traits you want to cultivate as a mentor.

2. Write about a biblical man whose character inspires you and why.

3. Reflect on challenges you've faced that shaped your faith and character.
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Day 2: &2 Building Character That Lasts

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me to reflect Your character in all I do. Teach me to live above
reproach so that young men may see You through me. Shape my heart, words,
and actions to be an example that encourages others to follow You.
Strengthen my commitment to grow daily in faith and integrity. Use my life
as a testimony that points toward Your glory. Amen. 3§ [(1¢)
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Day 3: <& Walking Together in Faith
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Day 3: <2 Walking Together in Faith

Your Verse

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 - "T'wo are better than one, because they have a good
return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Hebrews 10:24-25 - "Let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds... encouraging one another.”

e Galatians 6:2 - "Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ.”
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Day 3: <2 Walking Together in Faith

Devotional: Mentoring: A Journey Walked Side by Side

Mentorship is not a one-way street but a journey walked together in faith.
Ecclesiastes reminds us of the strength found in companionship. Young men
need godly brothers who will stand with them—not simply from a distance,
but side by side.

Walking together means sharing victories and struggles, offering
encouragement, and being present in the ebb and flow of life. Hebrews
exhorts us to spur one another on toward love and good deeds, highlighting
the importance of community and mutual growth.

In Galatians, Paul calls us to carry each other’s burdens — a powerful call to
empathy and support. For young men without fathers or mentors, having a
godly man walk alongside them can be the difference between stumbling in
isolation and rising in resilience.

True mentorship reflects the heart of Christ—always present, always loving,
always strengthening.
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Day 3: <2 Walking Together in Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways can you walk alongside a young man facing challenges?

2. How do you currently encourage others in faith and love?

3. What fears or obstacles might prevent you from engaging fully in
mentorship?
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Day 3: <2 Walking Together in Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on someone who walked with you during a difficult season.

2. List practical ways you can offer support and encouragement daily.

3. Write about how shared struggles can lead to deeper faith bonds.
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Day 3: <2 Walking Together in Faith

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for the gift of brotherhood and fellowship in
Christ. Help me to walk faithfully alongside those who need a mentor,
offering strength, patience, and encouragement. Teach me to be sensitive to
their needs and to carry their burdens with humility and love. May our
journey together reflect Your grace and lead to lasting transformation. Amen.

Q) A%
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Day 4: € Protecting and Guiding the
Vulnerable
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Day 4: © Protecting and Guiding the Vulnerable

Your Verse

Psalm 685 - "A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his
holy dwelling.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Isaiah 1:17 - "Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed.”

o Proverbs 31:8-9 - "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
for the rights of all who are destitute.”
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Day 4: © Protecting and Guiding the Vulnerable

Devotional: Become a Protector and Advocate

God’s heart beats fiercely for the vulnerable and fatherless. Psalm 68:5 reveals
a beautiful picture of God as a loving father and defender. When we stand in
His place as mentors, we echo His protection and provision.

Mentoring young men who lack positive role models often requires acting as
their protector—shielding them from harmful influences, guiding them away
from destructive paths, and advocating for their needs. Isaiah 1:17 calls us to
seek justice and defend the oppressed, reminding us that mentorship is a
form of spiritual advocacy:.

Proverbs 31 urges us to speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves
—this includes many young men who feel overlooked or voiceless. Your
mentorship can open doors, provide new opportunities, and give them a
voice grounded in truth and dignity.

In doing this, we show the tangible love of God to a generation longing for
hope and security.
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Day 4: © Protecting and Guiding the Vulnerable

Reflect and Apply

1. How can you practically protect and guide young men today?

2. What injustices or challenges commonly affect fatherless boys in your
community?

3. Where might you need to speak up more boldly on behalf of vulnerable
young men?
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Day 4: © Protecting and Guiding the Vulnerable

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you felt protected or defended by a godly man.

2. List ways you can advocate for young men who feel voiceless.

3. Reflect on God’s nature as defender and how it inspires your mentorship.
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Day 4: © Protecting and Guiding the Vulnerable

Prayer for Today

Dear Father, lead me to be a faithful defender and guide for those who cannot
protect themselves. Give me wisdom to recognize danger and courage to act
justly. Teach me to be a voice for those without voice and a shelter for those
without shelter. May Your love flow through me as I stand in the gap as You

do. Amen. © J\
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Day 5: % Nurturing Spiritual Growth
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Day 5: 3 Nurturing Spiritual Growth

Your Verse

Colossians 1:10 - "...so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God.”

Supporting Scriptures

« 2 Timothy 2:2 - "And the things you have heard me say in the presence of
many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualitied to
teach others.”

e John 15:5 - " am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I
in you, you will bear much fruit.”
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Day 5: 3 Nurturing Spiritual Growth

Devotional: Cultivate Growth Rooted in Christ

Mentorship is essential for nurturing spiritual growth and fruitfulness.
Colossians 1:10 highlights the goal of our lives and relationships — to bear
fruit in good works and grow in God’s knowledge. For young men without
mentoring, this growth can be stunted or misguided.

Paul’s instruction to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:2 emphasizes the importance of
entrusting the truth to reliable people who can then teach others. Mentorship

is both a gift and a responsibility — to sow God’s Word deeply and help others
mature in faith.

Jesus’ metaphor of the vine and branches in John 15 reminds us that staying
connected to Him is the source of all genuine growth. As a mentor, you help
young men remain in Christ by teaching them to rely on Him daily.

Investing in spiritual growth means patience, prayer, and continual
encouragement to walk closer with God.
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Day 5: 3 Nurturing Spiritual Growth

Reflect and Apply

1. How can you help young men stay connected to Christ’s life-giving
presence?

2. What methods have helped you grow spiritually that you could share
with others?

3. In what ways can you cultivate patience while mentoring spiritual
growth?
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Day 5: 3 Nurturing Spiritual Growth

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe what spiritual fruit looks like in your life.

Page 32 of 45

2. Wrrite a plan for how you would disciple a young man in faith.

3. Reflect on a time God helped you grow through another person’s
mentorship.
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Day 5: 3 Nurturing Spiritual Growth

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for being the true vine and source of all growth. Help
me to nurture spiritual fruitfulness in the lives of young men I mentor. Give
me wisdom to teach faithfully and patience to walk alongside them as they
grow. May they know Your presence deeply and live lives that honor You.

Amen. 21\
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Day 6: (-3 Teaching Truth with Love
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Day 6: (=) Teaching Truth with Love

Your Verse

2 Timothy 3:16-17 - "All Scripture is God-breathed and is usetul for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:15 - "Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to

become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is,
Christ.”

 Proverbs 27:17 - "As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”
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Day 6: (=J Teaching Truth with Love

Devotional: Speak Truth in Love with Wisdom

Mentorship requires teaching God’s truth with a heart full of love. Scripture,
inspired by God, equips us fully for every aspect of teaching and correcting (2
Timothy 3:16-17). As mentors, we are called not just to instruct but to do so
with grace and tenderness.

Ephesians 4:15 urges us to speak truth *in love*—this balances honesty with
compassion. Correction without love can alienate; love without truth can
enable. The best mentorship sharpens, strengthens, and builds up.

Proverbs 27:17 pictures this beautifully: iron sharpens iron, just as believers
sharpen one another. Mentoring young men means becoming a trusted
source of godly wisdom that catalyzes growth and maturity:.

Truth spoken in love has the power to transform hearts and minds for God’s
glory.
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Day 6: (=) Teaching Truth with Love

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you balance speaking truth and expressing love in correction?

2. What fears might hold you back from addressing tough topics with young
men¢

3. Who has sharpened your faith through loving instruction?
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Day 6: (=) Teaching Truth with Love

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time when loving correction helped you grow.

2. List biblical truths you wish to emphasize in mentoring.

3. Write a prayer asking for wisdom to teach with gentleness.
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Day 6: (=) Teaching Truth with Love

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, guide my words and heart as I teach and correct. Help me to
communicate truth with love so that those  mentor may grow in grace and
knowledge. Give me discernment and patience to lead wisely and humbly:.
May my mentorship reflect Christ’s love perfectly. Amen. (= Q@ ]
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Day 7: $% Leaving a Lasting Legacy
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Day 7: $%& Leaving a Lasting Legacy

Your Verse

Psalm 78:4 - "We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the
next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord.”

Supporting Scriptures

2 Timothy 1.5 - " am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in
your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded,
now lives in you also.”

« Hebrews 13:7 - "Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to
you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.”
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Day 7: 3% Leaving a Lasting Legacy

Devotional: Mentorship as Eternal Legacy

Mentoring plants seeds for a legacy that spans generations. Psalm 78:4
encourages us to share wisely the deeds of the Lord so that future generations
may continue in faith.

Paul’s words about Timothy’s mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5)
illustrate the power of faith passed down through godly examples. As
mentors, we have the privilege and responsibility of shaping not just
individual lives but entire futures.

Hebrews 13:7 invites us to remember and imitate the faith of godly leaders
who influenced us—a reminder that your mentorship today will inspire faith
and character long after you.

As you commit to this calling, remember that your life and love invested in
young men may echo through eternity:.
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Day 7: $% Leaving a Lasting Legacy

Reflect and Apply

1. What legacy of faith do you want to leave for the next generation?

2. Who has impacted your faith journey and how can you imitate them?

3. How will this mentorship shape not only young men’s lives but also
future generations?
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Day 7: $%& Leaving a Lasting Legacy

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a faith legacy you've inherited from mentors.

2. Describe how you want to be remembered as a mentor.

3. List ways to intentionally pass on faith and values to young men.
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Day 7: 3% Leaving a Lasting Legacy

Prayer for Today

Father God, thank You for the privilege of leaving a godly legacy through
mentorship. Help me to be intentional in sharing Your truth and love with
those I guide. May the seeds I plant grow into flourishing faith that blesses
generations. Strengthen me to be a faithful example worthy of imitation. In

Jesus’ name, Amen. 2 $%[]
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