Building Bridges: Growing
Relationships with Non-
Christians

Explore how to build meaningful relationships with
non-Christians through love, respect, and wisdom
grounded in God's Word.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOly_IOt www.HolyJot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

H{)ly_](}t Building Bridges: Growing Relationships with Non-Christians Page 2 of 45

Table of contents
Introduction 3
Day 1: €2 The Call to L.ove Everyone 4
Day 2: & Speaking Truth in Love 10
Day 3: 92 Cultivating Genuine Friendship 16
Day, 4: € Wisdom in Relationships 22
Day, 5: () Being a Light in Darkness 28
Day 6: @D Serving Others with Humility 34
Day 7. # Trusting God in the Process 40

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Building Bridges: Growing Relationships with Non-Christians Page 3 of 45

Introduction

Building meaningful relationships with non-Christians is a vital calling for all
followers of Christ. These connections provide opportunities not only to
show God’s love but also to understand the heart of the world around us. Jesus
did not isolate Himself from society; rather, He engaged deeply with those
who did not yet know Him. Our journey this week will focus on how we can
follow His example by forming genuine friendships grounded in grace,
respect, and truth.

As Christians, we often face challenges when reaching out to non-believers
— fear of rejection, misunderstandings, or simply not knowing where to
start. However, the Bible provides clear guidance about approaching
relationships with humility and wisdom. Through Scripture, we can learn
how to honor others while living authentically as Christ’s ambassadors.

This study invites you to see relationship building as more than just sharing a
message; it is about cultivating a heart posture of love, patience, and integrity.
Whether your connections are coworkers, neighbors, family, or casual
acquaintances, God calls us to be a light in every interaction. Over these next
seven days, you'll gain practical insight and spiritual encouragement,
ensuring your efforts to connect will be fruitful and deeply fulfilling.

Are you ready to grow in love and wisdom? Let this journey empower you to
step more confidently into diverse relationships, trusting God to work
through you as His ambassador of peace and hope.
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Day 1: & The Call to Love Everyone
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Day 1: 2 The Call to Love Everyone

Your Verse

John 13:34 - "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another.”

Supporting Scriptures

o 1Corinthians 13:4 - "Love is patient, love is kind...”

e Romans 12:10 - "Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another
above yourselves.”
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Day 1: & The Call to Love Everyone

Devotional: Love as the Basis for Connection

Love is the foundation for building relationships, especially with non-
Christians. Jesus’ new commandment reminds us that love should be
unmistakable and sacrificial. When we approach others from a place of
genuine love, barriers begin to fall and trust is built.

Love for others does not depend on their actions or beliefs; it is a choice
rooted in how God loves us. Scripture describes love as patient and kind —
qualities that open doors rather than close them. Practically, this means
listening well, showing respect even in disagreement, and prioritizing the
other’s well-being.

As you consider your own relationships, ask yourself if your actions reflect
Christ’s love clearly. Is there someone you might reach out to with a more
loving heart today? The power of love can create opportunities where words
alone may fail. Let today be a fresh commitment to love as He loved.
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Day 1: 2 The Call to Love Everyone

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you currently express love to non-Christians in your life?
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2. What makes it challenging to love those who think differently?

3. In what ways can you show patience and kindness in strained
relationships?
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Day 1: 2 The Call to Love Everyone

Journaling Prompts

1. List three non-Christian individuals you feel called to build better
relationships with.

2. Write about a time when showing love changed the outcome of a
relationship.

3. Reflect on how God’s love for you motivates your love for others.
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Day 1: 2 The Call to Love Everyone

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, thank You for loving me unconditionally and teaching me how to
love others. Help me to reflect Your patience, kindness, and humility in all my
interactions. Strengthen my heart to love those who do not yet know You, and
grant me wisdom to build bridges that glorify Your name. May my love be
genuine and impactful.

In Jesus’name, Amen. @ J\ ¥-
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Day 2: € Speaking Truth in Love
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Day 2: & Speaking Truth in Love
Your Verse

Ephesians 4:15 - "Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become
in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Colossians 4:6 - "Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned
with salt...”

e Proverbs 16:24 - "Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and
healing to the bones.”
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Day 2: & Speaking Truth in Love

Devotional: Balancing Honesty with Grace

Communication is a powerful tool in building relationships. While love is our
foundation, speaking truth is the lifeblood that nurtures trust and growth.
This balance requires wisdom — choosing words that convey truth without
harshness and showing grace without compromising conviction.

Paul encourages believers to speak the truth in love as part of maturing in
Christ. This means being honest while remaining compassionate and
respectful. For relationships with non-Christians, this approach can open
doors for meaningful dialogue instead of arguments. When conversations are
laced with grace and seasoned with sensitivity, hearts soften and barriers
crumble.

Consider your communication style: do you speak with kindness and clarity?
Are you ready to listen as much as you speak? Practice expressing your faith
truthfully but gently, inviting curiosity rather than alienation.
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Day 2: & Speaking Truth in Love
Reflect and Apply

1. How do you currently balance truth-telling and kindness in
conversations?

2. What fears or challenges do you face when discussing your faith openly?

3. Who in your life would benefit from a conversation marked by grace and
truth?
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Day 2: & Speaking Truth in Love
Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time when honest, loving communication impacted a
relationship positively.

2. Write down phrases or words you can use to show grace in conversations
about faith.

3. Identify any areas where you might need to grow in courage or
gentleness.
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Day 2: & Speaking Truth in Love

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, teach me to communicate with wisdom and love. Help me to
speak truth thoughtfully and humbly, reflecting Your grace in all my words.
Soften my heart to listen well and respond with kindness. Guide me as I build
relationships that honor You and draw others closer to Your love.

Amen. )P J\
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Day 3: 3 Cultivating Genuine Friendship
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Day 3: 3 Cultivating Genuine Friendship

Your Verse

Proverbs 27:17 - "As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 1:19 - "Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak...”
e 1Thessalonians 5:11 - "Encourage one another and build each other up.”
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Day 3: 9 Cultivating Genuine Friendship

Devotional: Investing Time to Build Trust

True friendship is built over time through consistent love, encouragement,
and mutual respect. With non-Christians, this means valuing people beyond
their beliefs — investing in their lives, ideas, and joys without an agenda.

Engagement in God's kingdom begins with relationship, not just evangelism.
Like iron sharpening iron, authentic friendships challenge and encourage
growth. This week invite a mindset shift from quick conversations to deeper
connections. Genuine friendships do not overlook differences but provide
safe places to wrestle with life’s big questions.

Listen actively, celebrate victories, walk alongside in struggles, and aim to be
an authentic friend. These efforts demonstrate the reality of Christ’s love
better than any argument.
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Day 3: 3 Cultivating Genuine Friendship

Reflect and Apply

1. What qualities do you value most in a friend, Christian or non-Christian?

2. How can you invest more intentionally in relationships outside your faith
circle?

3. Are you open to being challenged and encouraged by those who think
differently?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Building Bridges: Growing Relationships with Non-Christians Page 20 of 45

Day 3: 3 Cultivating Genuine Friendship

Journaling Prompts

1. List ways you can support, listen, or encourage a non-Christian friend
this week.

2. Reflect on how past friendships have shaped your faith journey.

3. Write about any fears or hesitations you have about friendship with non-
Christians.
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Day 3: 3 Cultivating Genuine Friendship

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for the gift of friendship. Help me to be a true friend who
listens, encourages, and sharpens others. Teach me to build trust over time
with those who do not know You, showing them Your love through genuine
care and patience. May I reflect Christ in every relationship I nurture.

In Jesus’ name, Amen. % &) J\
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Day 4: € Wisdom in Relationships
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Day 4: § Wisdom in Relationships

Your Verse

James 3:17 - "But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart...”
o Matthew 10:16 - "Be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.”
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Day 4: § Wisdom in Relationships

Devotional: Walking Wisely in Relationship

Building relationships with non-Christians calls for godly wisdom. This
wisdom goes beyond natural cleverness; it is pure, peace-loving, merciful,
and full of good fruits. It guides how we present ourselves and discern when
to speak, listen, or withdraw.

Jesus instructed His disciples to be shrewd as snakes but innocent as doves —
a balance of prudence and integrity. As you engage with diverse worldviews,
pray for insight to navigate complex conversations without compromising
faith or relationship.

Trusting God fully provides confidence to act with wisdom rather than fear.
Seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance daily, knowing He empowers your efforts to
build bridges thoughtfully and lovingly.
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Day 4: § Wisdom in Relationships

Reflect and Apply

1. Where do you find it most difficult to exercise wisdom in relationships
with non-Christians?

2. How can trusting God deepen your discernment in conversations?

3. What does it mean for you to be ‘as innocent as a dove' in your
friendships?
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Day 4: § Wisdom in Relationships

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a recent situation where wisdom helped or could have helped
your interaction.

2. Write a prayer asking God for wisdom in cultivating new friendships.

3. List practical ways to demonstrate peacefulness and mercy in
relationships.
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Day 4: § Wisdom in Relationships

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, fill me with heavenly wisdom to navigate my relationships well.
Help me to be thoughtful, peaceful, and merciful in every encounter. Guide
my heart to trust God fully as I seek to honor Him in building bridges with
others. Keep me grounded in innocence and courage as I interact with those
who do not yet know You.

Amen. © €3 J\
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Day 5: () Being a Light in Darkness
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Day 5: () Being a Light in Darkness

Your Verse

Matthew 5:14-16 - "You are the light of the world... let your light shine before
others..”

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 2:15 - "Shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the
word of life.”

e 1Peter 3:15 - Always be prepared to give an answer... with gentleness and
respect.”
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Day 5: () Being a Light in Darkness

Devotional: Reflecting Christ’s Light Daily

Our relationships with non-Christians provide a unique opportunity to shine
God’s light. Jesus calls His followers the light of the world — a light that
dispels darkness, offers warmth, and draws people out of isolation.

Being a light does not require grand gestures but consistent acts of kindness,
integrity, and humility. When your behavior reflects Christ’s character,
curiosity is sparked, and hearts are softened.

Light also requires intentionality; Jesus encourages us to let our light shine
openly. This means living transparently and being ready to share the hope we
carry. Prepare your heart to respond with gentleness and respect when
questions come.

Your life can illuminate paths toward God’s love — even when words aren’t
spoken.
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Day 5: () Being a Light in Darkness

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways does your life currently shine as a light to non-Christians?

2. How can you be more intentional about living openly for Christ?

3. What fears keep you from sharing your faith with gentleness and respect?
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Day 5: () Being a Light in Darkness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time your actions reflected God’s light to others powerfully.

2. List small daily habits that showcase Christ’s love to the people around
you.

3. Reflect on your readiness to explain your hope with kindness.
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Day 5: () Being a Light in Darkness

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me to be a shining light in my relationships, reflecting Your
love and truth. Give me courage to live transparently and wisdom to respond
gently when questioned. May my life draw others nearer to You, offering hope
in every interaction.

In Your name, Amen. Q) 3% J\
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Day 6: ) Serving Others with Humility
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Day 6: € Serving Others with Humility

Your Verse

Philippians 2:3-4 - "Do nothing out of selfish ambition... in humility consider
others better than yourselves...”

Supporting Scriptures

o Mark 10:45 - "The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve...”
e Galatians 5:13 - "Serve one another humbly in love.”
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Day 6: € Serving Others with Humility

Devotional: Letting Service Open Hearts

Service is a tangible expression of Christ’s love. Humble service breaks down
walls and speaks louder than words. When building relationships with non-
Christians, acts of kindness demonstrate a heart like Jesus’ — one willing to
meet practical needs before pointing to spiritual truths.

Paul’s encouragement to consider others better than ourselves challenges the
pride that often hinders relationship-building. True humility invites us to
serve without expecting anything in return, showcasing the selfless love of
Christ.

Look for opportunities to serve those around you — simple acts like listening
intently, helping in a practical way, or offering your time sacrificially. These
moments create space for trust and open conversations about faith later.
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Day 6: € Serving Others with Humility

Reflect and Apply

1. How can serving others break down barriers in your relationships?

2. What areas of pride might you need to surrender to serve humbly?

3. Are there practical ways to serve non-Christians in your community this
week?
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Day 6: € Serving Others with Humility

Journaling Prompts

1. List specific acts of service you could offer to a non-Christian friend.

2. Write about a time when serving changed how someone saw you or God.

3. Reflect on ways humility is evident in your relationship-building efforts.
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Day 6: € Serving Others with Humility

Prayer for Today

Jesus, teach me to serve others with humility and an open heart. Help me to
see people through Your eyes and prioritize their needs above my own. Use
my acts of service to break down barriers and create opportunities for Your
love to be known. May I always mirror Your servant heart in every
relationship.

Amen. OW L\
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Day 7: # Trusting God in the Process
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Day 7: £ Trusting God in the Process

Your Verse

Psalm 37:3 - "Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe
pasture.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 3:5 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding.”

e Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest.”
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Day 7: £ Trusting God in the Process

Devotional: Persevering with Faith and Patience

Building relationships with non-Christians is a journey that requires patience
and trust. Not every effort yields immediate fruit, but God’s timing is perfect.
Trust that He is working behind the scenes even when you cannot see
progress.

Psalm 37 encourages us to trust the Lord and continue doing good
confidently. This means persevering in love and wisdom even when
outcomes seem uncertain. Remember, your role is to plant and water; God
brings the growth. Keep your focus on God’s faithfulness, knowing that a
harvest will come at the right time.

As you conclude this study, renew your commitment to rely on God’s
guidance and strength. Celebrate every step in relationship-building and rest
in the assurance that God is your steadfast helper.
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Day 7: £ Trusting God in the Process

Reflect and Apply

1. Where do you need to trust God more in your relationships?

2. How can you maintain hope when progress feels slow or invisible?

3. What does it look like to ‘do good’ consistently while trusting God’s
timing?
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Day 7: £ Trusting God in the Process

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a letter to God expressing your hopes and doubts about your
relationships.

2. List encouraging promises from Scripture about trusting God.

3. Reflect on ways you've seen God work patiently in your life previously.
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Day 7: £ Trusting God in the Process

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for guiding me in building relationships that
honor You. Teach me to trust Your timing and remain faithful even when I
don’t see immediate results. Strengthen my heart to persevere with love,
wisdom, and patience. May I rest in Your faithfulness and find joy in every
step of this journey.

Amen. (% )\ ¥
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