Chosen by the Heart:
Lessons from Samuel
Anointing David

Explore how God chooses leaders by the heart, not
by outward appearance, through the story of
Samuel anointing David.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 21-day journey of discovery and reflection. Across these
days, we will deeply explore the story of David’s anointing by the prophet
Samuel, found in 1 Samuel 16. This narrative reveals a powerful truth: God
looks beyond outward appearances and chooses leaders based on the
condition of their hearts. In a world focused on external success and image,
this message invites us to seek a heart aligned with God’s will, both in
ourselves and in others.

The story begins when God commands Samuel to anoint a new king for
Israel from Jesse’s family. Though Jesse presents his eldest sons, God rejects
them because He judges by the heart rather than physical stature or outward
charm. Ultimately, the youngest son, David, a humble shepherd boy;, is
selected. This moment marks the start of God’s plan to elevate a leader who
embodies faith, courage, and obedience.

Throughout these 21 days, you will not only engage with the biblical text but
also reflect on what it means for your life. Are you being called to lead with a
heart that pleases God? How might God be challenging commonly held ideas
about leadership, success, and worthiness? We'll take time each day to
meditate on Scripture, ask reflective questions, and respond in prayer and
journaling. Whether you are a leader, a follower, or someone seeking your
place in God’s story, this study will inspire a renewed focus on the heart.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]y](}t Chosen by the Heart: Lessons from Samuel Anointing David Page 5 of 131

Let us embark on this journey together, asking God to open our eyes and
hearts like He did Samuel’s, to see beyond appearances and recognize the
potential God plants within each person. Prepare to be challenged,
encouraged, and transformed as you learn from David’s example and the
heart of God, who chooses not by sight but by love and purpose. [_] @
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Day 1: /2 God’s Criteria for Choosing
Leaders
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Day 1: /2 God's Criteria for Choosing Leaders

Your Verse

1Samuel 16:7 - "The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People
look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 21:2 - A person may think their own ways are right, but the
LORD weighs the heart.”

o Jeremiah 17:10 - "I, the LORD, search the heart and examine the mind..”
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Day 1: /2 God's Criteria for Choosing Leaders

Devotional: God Chooses Leaders by the Heart

How does God choose leaders? Often the world measures leadership by
charisma, strength, or appearance. But 1 Samuel 16:7teaches us a vital truth:
God chooses not by what is seen on the outside, but by the condition of the
heart. When Samuel was sent to anoint Israel's next king, he initially believed
he would find the right person among Jesse's eldest sons, who outwardly
appeared kingly. Yet God told him, "Do not consider his appearance or height,
for I have rejected him. The LORD looks at the heart.” This challenges us to
reflect on what qualities truly matter.

In leadership and life, God values integrity, faith, obedience, and humility
within the heart. These can be invisible to human eyes, but they shape
actions and character from the inside out. This day invites you to consider
whether your own heart aligns with what God desires. Are you cultivating a
heart that reflects God’s values? Remember, God is not impressed by
numbers or titles but by a heart surrendered to Him.
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Day 1: /2 God's Criteria for Choosing Leaders

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you seen appearances influence leadership decisions in your
experience?

2. What qualities do you believe God looks for in a leader’s heart?

3. In what ways can you cultivate a heart that pleases God rather than
focusing on external success?
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Day 1: /2 God's Criteria for Choosing Leaders

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you judged someone’s abilities by their appearance.
What did you learn?

2. Describe what a heart that seeks after God looks like in your life.

3. List areas where you want God to examine your heart.
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Day 1: /2 God's Criteria for Choosing Leaders

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to see as You see. Teach me to value the heart over outward
appearance. Examine my innermost being and guide me in cultivating a
heart pleasing to You. Thank You for choosing leaders by a heart's purity. May
I reflect Your love and purpose daily. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, @ %>
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Day 2: % The Role of the Prophet Samuel
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Day 2: & The Role of the Prophet Samuel

Your Verse

1Samuel 16:1 - "The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for
Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and
be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem."”

Supporting Scriptures

e Jeremiah 1:5 - "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you...”
e [saiah 6:8 - "Here am I. Send me!”
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Day 2: & The Role of the Prophet Samuel

Devotional: Answering God’s Call with Obedience

Samuel was more than a prophet; he was God’s chosen messenger to guide
the nation of Israel. God’s command to Samuel came with urgency and
direction: to stop mourning the past king Saul and anoint a new leader.
Samuel’s obedience exemplifies faith and trust in God’s plan despite
uncertainty and personal feelings.

As you reflect today, notice how God often calls people to act courageously,
even when previous circumstances were difficult. Samuel mourned but
ultimately obeyed. This pattern of grief followed by obedience may resonate
with your own journey. Trusting God’s timing and direction means
sometimes letting go of what was and embracing what God is bringing.

Like Samuel, we are invited to listen attentively to God’s voice and be willing
to be His hands and heart in the world. What might God be asking you to
‘anoint’ or bring into new life through your obedience?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Chosen by the Heart: Lessons from Samuel Anointing David Page 15 of 131

Day 2: & The Role of the Prophet Samuel

Reflect and Apply

1. How does Samuel’s obedience inspire your response when God leads
?
you

2. Where might you be mourning something God has asked you to release?

3. What can you learn from God’s patience and persistent call through the
prophets?
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Day 2: & The Role of the Prophet Samuel

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God called you to act, even when it was difficult.

2. Reflect on how obedience to God can bring new beginnings.

3. List ways you can better listen to God’s promptings today:.
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Day 2: & The Role of the Prophet Samuel

Prayer for Today

Father, help me hear Your voice clearly. Teach me to respond with obedience
like Samuel, even when Your plans challenge me. Strengthen my faith to trust
Your timing and purposes above my own emotions. May I be Your willing
servant, ready to move at Your command. In Jesus’ name, Amen. (1) J\, &
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Day 3: £ Recognizing True Worth in David
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Day 3: #2 Recognizing True Worth in David

Your Verse

1Samuel 16:11 - "Jesse sent for him and had him come in. He was glowing
with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the
LORD said, 'Rise and anoint himy; this is the one.””

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 23:1- "The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.”

e Galatians 1:10 - Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or
of God?”
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Day 3: #2 Recognizing True Worth in David

Devotional: God Prepares Leaders in Humble Places

David, the youngest son, was initially overlooked by his family but not by
God. Though he was a shepherd boy, tending sheep in the fields, God saw in
him a heart of faithfulness and humility. His physical appearance was good,
but more important was the inner life that God observed and valued.

The choice of David reminds us how God values service and character over
status. Shepherding, though a humble task, prepared David for leadership by
cultivating responsibility, protection, and reliance on God. It is a reminder
that God uses our present circumstances, no matter how ordinary, to shape us
for His purposes.

Reflect on how God might be preparing you in your current season. Are you
trusting that your role or status does not limit God's plans for you? David’s
story encourages us to embrace our place and let God work within it.
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Day 3: #2 Recognizing True Worth in David

Reflect and Apply

1. How might your current role be shaping you for greater purposes?

2. What areas of humility are you learning to embrace?

3. In what ways can you trust God’s preparation even when unnoticed by
others?
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Day 3: #2 Recognizing True Worth in David

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe how God has used ordinary moments in your life for His work.

2. Write a prayer asking God to prepare your heart and character.

3. Reflect on the qualities of faithfulness and humility in your current
circumstances.
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Day 3: #2 Recognizing True Worth in David

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for preparing me even in small ways. Help me to embrace my
current season with faith and humility. Teach me to trust that You see and
value my heart above all else. May I be ready, like David, when You call me to

step into greater purpose. In Jesus’name, Amen. §¢ J\, ¥
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Day 4: {§ The Anointing’s Power and
Purpose
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Day 4: & The Anointing’s Power and Purpose

Your Verse

1Samuel 16:13 - "So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the

presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came
powertfully upon David.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Acts 1:8 - "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you...”
e [saiah 61:1 - "The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me...”
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Day 4: & The Anointing’s Power and Purpose

Devotional: Anointed and Empowered by God’s Spirit

Anointing with oil symbolized God’s empowering presence. When Samuel
anointed David, it wasn't just a ceremonial act; it marked a divine
empowerment through the Holy Spirit. From that day, the Spirit of the LORD
came powerfully upon David, equipping him to lead, to face challenges, and
to fulfill God’s plan.

This reminds us that God equips those He calls with spiritual power and gifts
beyond their natural abilities. The anointing signifies God’s selection,
sanctification, and commissioning. It illustrates that leadership in God’s
kingdom depends not on human strength, but on the Spirit’s power.

Today, consider how God equips you in your roles. Are you relying on your
own abilities, or inviting His Spirit to empower and guide you? Just as David
needed the Spirit to face trials, we too require God’s presence daily.
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Day 4: & The Anointing’s Power and Purpose

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced God’s empowering presence in your life?

2. What challenges might require you to depend more on the Holy Spirit?

3. How does understanding the Spirit’s role change your view of leadership?
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Day 4: & The Anointing’s Power and Purpose

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about moments when you felt God’s power working through you.

2. List ways you can invite the Holy Spirit’s guidance and strength daily.

3. Describe any fears or struggles that you want to surrender to God’s Spirit.
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Day 4: & The Anointing’s Power and Purpose

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, fill me and empower me. I surrender my weaknesses and ask for
Your strength in all I do. Equip me as You equipped David to serve with
courage, wisdom, and love. Help me rely on Your presence and power each
day. In Jesus’name, Amen. § [\, @
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Day 5: @) Seeing Beyond Appearances
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Day 5: ¢ Seeing Beyond Appearances

Your Verse

1Samuel 16:6-7 - "When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, ‘Surely
the LORD s anointed stands here before the LORD. But the LORD said to

Samuel, ‘Do not consider his appearance or his height.. The LORD looks at
the heart.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 7:24 - "Stop judging by mere appearances...”

e 1Peter 3:3-4 - "Your beauty should not come from outward adornment,
but from the inner self.”
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Day 5: ¢ Seeing Beyond Appearances

Devotional: Learning to See with God’s Eyes

Samuel initially judged Eliab by appearance, believing he was the chosen one.
Yet God immediately corrected him, emphasizing that true leadership and
value come from the heart. This narrative challenges us to evaluate our own
biases and the ways we assess people and situations.

We often rely on first impressions, outward looks, or societal status, but God
invites us to look deeper—to discern character, motives, and faith. This day’s
reflection encourages us to ask God for eyes to see people as He sees them
and to examine our own hearts to be authentic and sincere.

In relationships, communities, and leadership roles, choosing by heart rather
than appearance fosters true connection, justice, and godly influence.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Chosen by the Heart: Lessons from Samuel Anointing David Page 33 of 131

Day 5: ) Seeing Beyond Appearances

Reflect and Apply

1. When have you been tempted to judge by appearances? How did it affect
you or others?

2. What can you do to develop a heart that sees as God sees?

3. How does this perspective influence your relationships and leadership
style?
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Day 5: ) Seeing Beyond Appearances

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you misjudged someone based on outward
appearance.

2. Reflect on the ways God has revealed true character to you beyond looks.

3. Consider how you can grow in seeing and valuing the hearts of those
around you.
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Day 5: ) Seeing Beyond Appearances

Prayer for Today

God, open my eyes to see beyond the surface. Help me to judge with Your
wisdom and grace, valuing what truly matters—the heart. Teach me to be
authentic and to honor others in the way You do. May Your love shape how I
see and treat people. In Jesus’ name, Amen. ® J\, @
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Day 6: $& David’s Humble Beginning
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Day 6: 3% David’s Humble Beginning
Your Verse

1Samuel 17:34-37 - "Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear..The

LORD who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will
rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 4:10 - "Humble yourselves before the Lord...”

e Philippians 2:3 - "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but
in humility consider others better than yourselves.”
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Day 6: 3% David’s Humble Beginning

Devotional: Faithful in Small Things, Prepared for
More

David’s journey to leadership began with humble service—tending sheep and
protecting them from danger. His faith and courage in these small tasks laid
the foundation for his future victories. When facing Goliath, David’s
confidence was rooted not in his strength but in God’s faithfulness.

Today, we learn that humility and faithfulness in everyday duties prepare us
to face greater challenges. God honors those who serve faithfully, regardless
of status or recognition. David’s example encourages us to trust God’s plan
and embrace our current roles with faith.

Consider how humility in your daily life might be shaping you for greater
purposes.
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Day 6: 3% David’s Humble Beginning

Reflect and Apply

1. What humble tasks are you currently engaged in that build your
character?

2. How does humility strengthen your trust in God’s plans?

3.In what ways can you grow in faith faithful obedience today?
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Day 6: 3% David’s Humble Beginning

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time being humble led to unexpected blessing or growth.

2. Reflect on moments when faith helped you overcome fear.

3. List ways you can practice humility in daily life.
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Day 6: 3% David’s Humble Beginning

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to be humble and faithful. Help me trust Your preparation
process, even in small tasks. May I follow David’'s example by putting faith in
You over fear or pride. Empower me to serve You joyfully in all things. In

Jesus’name, Amen. J\ /2 %~
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Day 7: () God’s Purpose Behind Leadership
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Day 7: () God’s Purpose Behind Leadership

Your Verse

1Samuel 16:13 - "...the Spirit of the LORD came powertully upon David from
that day forward.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Micah 6:8 - "He has shown you, O mortal, what is good...”

o Matthew 20:26 - "Whoever wants to become great must be your
servant.”
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Day 7: () God’s Purpose Behind Leadership

Devotional: Leadership as Servanthood and
Righteousness

God’s purpose for leadership is service and righteousness. David’s anointing
was not just to rule but to lead with a heart devoted to God’s justice and mercy.
The Spirit’s empowerment enabled David to not only govern but to shepherd
the people of Israel.

Leadership in God’s eyes is about serving those entrusted to us with humility
and integrity. This challenges modern ideas of power and prominence. God
calls leaders to embody His character and further His kingdom’s work on
earth.

Reflect on your leadership roles—whether at work, family, or church—and
ask how you can serve with Godlike humility and passion.
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Day 7: () God’s Purpose Behind Leadership

Reflect and Apply

1. How does God define greatness in leadership?
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2. What attitudes or actions show servant leadership in your life?

3. How can you seek God’s righteousness in the roles you lead?
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Day 7: () God’s Purpose Behind Leadership

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a leader you admire for servant-hearted leadership.

2. Reflect on how you might change your approach to leadership.

3. List practical steps to serve others more effectively.
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Day 7: () God’s Purpose Behind Leadership

Prayer for Today

God, mold my heart into a servant’s heart. Teach me to lead with Your justice,
kindness, and humility. Empower me through Your Spirit to influence others
for Your glory. May my leadership reflect Your kingdom’s values. In Jesus’

name, Amen. (5 @

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]y]nt Chosen by the Heart: Lessons from Samuel Anointing David Page 48 0f 131

Day 8: O Trusting God in Leadership
Challenges
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Day 8: O Trusting God in Leadership Challenges

Your Verse

1Samuel 1745 - "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but
I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 271 - "The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I
fear?”

e Isaiah 41:10 - "Do not fear, for I am with you...”
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Day 8: O Trusting God in Leadership Challenges

Devotional: Bold Faith Against Life’s Giants

David’s confrontation with Goliath exemplifies trust in God over fear. When
faced with a giant enemy, David declared confidence not in his weapons, but
in the LORD Almighty. His victory was a testament to faith overcoming fear
and reliance on God’s power.

Leaders often face daunting challenges that test their courage and faith. Like
David, we can approach obstacles trusting God’s presence rather than our
own strength. This trust inspires boldness and peace amidst adversity:.

Today, consider the giants in your life and leadership. How can deeper trust in
God empower you to face them victoriously?
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Day 8: O Trusting God in Leadership Challenges

Reflect and Apply

1. What ‘giants’ do you currently face in leadership or life?
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2. How does trusting God change your approach to challenges?

3. In what ways can you grow in bold faith today?
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Day 8: O Trusting God in Leadership Challenges

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a past challenge God helped you overcome.

2. Describe your feelings toward current obstacles and God’s promises.

3. List affirmations of faith you can claim during tough times.
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Day 8: O Trusting God in Leadership Challenges

Prayer for Today

Lord, be my strength against my giants. Help me trust You fully when
challenges arise. Replace fear with courage and remind me that victory comes
through You. May I face life’s battles with boldness and peace. In Jesus’name,

Amen. © J\ &
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Day 9: (-J God Speaks Through His Chosen
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Day 9: (=3 God Speaks Through His Chosen

Your Verse

1Samuel 3:10 - "The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other

times, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Then Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is
listening.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Hebrews 1:1-2 - "In the past God spoke through the prophets...”
e John 10:27 - "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them...”
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Day 9: (=3 God Speaks Through His Chosen

Devotional: Hearing God’s Voice Like Samuel

God calls and speaks through those He chooses, like Samuel. Samuel’s
willingness to listen sets a powerful example for us. Leaders who hear God
can discern His will and guide others faithfully. Listening requires openness
and humility, just as Samuel responded, "Speak, for your servant is listening.”

In our own journeys, hearing from God is essential. Whether He speaks
through Scripture, prayer, or others, being attentive keeps us rooted in His
direction and grace.

Reflect today on your readiness to listen and obey God’s voice in your
leadership and life.
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Day 9: (=3 God Speaks Through His Chosen

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you recognize God’s voice in your life?
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2. What hinders or helps you to listen attentively?

3. How can you cultivate a heart open to God’s guidance daily?
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Day 9: (=3 God Speaks Through His Chosen

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you felt God speaking to you.

2. Reflect on ways to improve your listening in prayer or Scripture.

3. List actions you can take to respond more obediently to God.
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Day 9: (=3 God Speaks Through His Chosen

Prayer for Today

God, teach me to listen like Samuel. Help me be still and attentive to Your
voice among life’s noise. Give me a responsive heart eager to obey Your call.
May I follow You closely as Your chosen servant. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\ ()
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Day 10: {3 God's Kingdom and Earthly
Leadership
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Day 10: (5 God's Kingdom and Earthly Leadership

Your Verse

Matthew 6:33 - "But seek tirst his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 1:13 - "He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of the Son.”

e Romans 13:1 - "There is no authority except that which God has
established.”
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Day 10: (5 God's Kingdom and Earthly Leadership

Devotional: Leading with Kingdom Priorities

Earthly leadership intersects with God’s eternal kingdom. Leaders, like David,
function as instruments of God’s kingdom purposes. When Samuel anointed

David, it was more than selecting a ruler—it was establishing one who would

lead with God’s kingdom values in mind.

We are reminded to focus on God’s righteousness first in any role or
leadership we undertake. Our authority comes from God, and we are
accountable to Him. When our priorities align with God’s kingdom, our
influence brings lasting impact.

Consider what it means for you to seek God’s kingdom first and how it shapes
your leadership and daily decisions.
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Day 10: (5 God's Kingdom and Earthly Leadership

Reflect and Apply

1. How does seeking God’s kingdom influence your leadership and
decisions?

2. In what ways can you align earthly responsibilities with heavenly
purposes?

3. What changes might you need to make to prioritize God’s righteousness?
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Day 10: (5 God's Kingdom and Earthly Leadership

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how your faith informs your leadership roles.

2. Reflect on conflicts between worldly and kingdom values in your life.

3. List ways to intentionally seek God’s kingdom in daily activities.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Chosen by the Heart: Lessons from Samuel Anointing David Page 65 of 131

Day 10: {5 God's Kingdom and Earthly Leadership

Prayer for Today

Father, help me seek Your kingdom above all. Guide my leadership and life
decisions according to Your righteousness. May I honor You in every role and
be faithful as Your servant. Strengthen me to walk in Your ways always. In

Jesus’name, Amen. J\ 3 %>
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Day 11: 3{ Waiting on God’s Timing
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Day 11: ${ Waiting on God’s Timing
Your Verse

Psalm 27:14 - "Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the
LORD.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Ecclesiastes 3:1 - "There is a time for everything...”
e Isaiah 40:31 - "Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.”
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Day 11: § Waiting on God’s Timing

Devotional: Trusting God During Seasons of Waiting

David was anointed long before he actually became king. There was a period
of waiting marked by tests, challenges, and growth. God’s timing often
requires patience, trust, and resilience.

In leadership and life, waiting can be difficult but necessary. We learn
dependence on God, develop character, and prepare for future roles. Patience
cultivates perseverance and hope rooted in God’s faithfulness.

Today, reflect on where God may be asking you to wait and trust His perfect
timing in your leadership journey.
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Day 11: ${ Waiting on God’s Timing

Reflect and Apply

1. In what areas are you currently waiting on God?

2. How can waiting strengthen your faith and character?

3. What practices help you remain hopeful and patient during delays?
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Day 11: ${ Waiting on God’s Timing

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about an experience where waiting led to growth or blessing.

2. List things you can do to strengthen your patience and trust.

3. Reflect on God’s faithfulness during past waiting periods.
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Day 11: § Waiting on God’s Timing
Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to wait with hope and courage. Help me to trust Your timing
above my own desires. Renew my strength as I wait, knowing Your plans are
perfect. May I remain faithful and patient in every season. In Jesus’name,

Amen. 3 I\ 5
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Day 12: @ The Heart That Seeks God
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Day 12: @ The Heart That Seeks God

Your Verse

Psalm 51:10 - "Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Proverbs 4:23 - Above all else, guard your heart...”
o Matthew 22:37 - "Love the Lord your God with all your heart...”
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Day 12: @ The Heart That Seeks God

Devotional: Pursuing a Pure and Steadfast Heart

The condition of the heart is central to God’s calling and leadership. David’s
heart was described as one after God’s own heart, meaning it was devoted,
repentant, and aligned with God’s purposes. Our hearts must be purified and
steadfast to lead in God’s kingdom.

Guarding our hearts means monitoring what we allow to influence us—
thoughts, feelings, desires. It means loving God fully and allowing His Spirit
to transform us inwardly.

Reflect on the state of your heart today. Are you pursuing purity and
steadfastness to serve God faithfully?
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Day 12: @ The Heart That Seeks God

Reflect and Apply

1. What is the current state of your heart before God?
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2. How do you guard your heart in daily life?

3. In what ways can you deepen your love and devotion to God?
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Day 12: @ The Heart That Seeks God

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite a prayer asking God to purify your heart.

2. Reflect on influences that negatively or positively affect your heart.

3. List practical steps to nurture a steadfast spirit.
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Day 12: @ The Heart That Seeks God

Prayer for Today

God, create in me a pure and devoted heart. Help me to guard my heart from
distractions and to love You with all that I am. Renew my spirit to be steadfast
in following You in every aspect of life and leadership. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

\ A4
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Day 13: @ Obedience Over Appearance
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Day 13: @ Obedience Over Appearance

Your Verse

1Samuel 15:22 - "Obedience is better than sacrifice, and submission better
than the fat of rams.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 14:15 - "If you love me, keep my commands.”

e James 1:22 - "Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says.”
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Day 13: @ Obedience Over Appearance

Devotional: Choosing Obedience Over Image

God desires obedience and submission more than outward appearances or
rituals. The earlier king, Saul, was rejected because of disobedience despite
his outward appearance as king. David’s heart of obedience distinguished
him fundamentally.

This teaches us that authentic leadership and faith flow from doing God’s will,
not just looking the part or performing religious acts. Obedience is the true
measure of faithfulness.

Consider areas where God may be calling you to deeper obedience and
surrender.
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Day 13: @ Obedience Over Appearance

Reflect and Apply

1. Where might you be tempted to prioritize appearance over obedience?

2. How can you cultivate a willing and obedient heart?

3. What impacts does obedience have on your leadership or witness?
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Day 13: @ Obedience Over Appearance

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time obedience brought blessing despite difficulty.

2. Reflect on obstacles to obeying God fully.

3. List practical changes to improve your submission to God’s will.
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Day 13: @ Obedience Over Appearance

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me prioritize obedience over outward form. Teach me to do Your
will wholeheartedly, trusting that You value my heart. May my actions reflect
my love and submission to You in all things. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, @ (5
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Day 14: & God’s Faithfulness in Leadership

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Chosen by the Heart: Lessons from Samuel Anointing David Page 85 of 131

Day 14: & God’s Faithfulness in Leadership

Your Verse

2 Timothy 2:13 - "If we are faithless, he remains faithtul, for he cannot deny
himselt”

Supporting Scriptures

o Lamentations 3:22-23 - "His compassions never fail...”

e Psalm 33:4 - "The word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all
he does.”
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Day 14: & God’s Faithfulness in Leadership

Devotional: Resting in God’s Unfailing Faithfulness

God remains faithful even when leaders falter. David himself was not perfect,
yet God stayed true to His promises and purposes. Leaders can take heart
knowing their faithfulness rests not only on their strength but ultimately on
God’s unchanging faithfulness.

God’s steadfast love encourages perseverance and trust through failures and
hardships. His faithfulness sustains and restores those willing to seek Him.

Reflect today on trusting God’s faithfulness amid personal and leadership
challenges.
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Day 14: & God’s Faithfulness in Leadership

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced God’s faithfulness in your life?

2. What areas do you need to entrust to God’s sustaining grace?

3. How does God’s faithfulness influence your leadership approach?
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Day 14: & God’s Faithfulness in Leadership

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a specific time when God’s faithfulness carried you through.

2. Reflect on your weaknesses and God’s strength.

3. List ways to encourage others with God’s faithfulness.
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Day 14: & God’s Faithfulness in Leadership

Prayer for Today

Faithful God, thank You for never abandoning me. Help me trust Your
promises and rely on Your strength. Teach me to persevere with hope,
knowing You uphold me in every circumstance. May I glorify You through
faithful service. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, 3 %
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Day 15: @ God’s Sovereign Choice
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Day 15: 2 God’s Sovereign Choice

Your Verse

Romans 9:15 - "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I have compassion.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Exodus 33:19 - "I will cause all my goodness to pass before you...”
e Ephesians 1:11 - "In him we were also chosen...”
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Day 15: 2 God’s Sovereign Choice

Devotional: Trusting God’s Sovereign Decisions

God’s selection of leaders is sovereign and purposeful. He chooses according
to His mercy and wisdom, beyond human understanding. Samuel anointing
David shows God's sovereign hand at work in history.

We can trust God’s choice because it flows from His perfect knowledge and
love. Each calling has a divine purpose to fulfill God’s plan.

Reflect today on the sovereign nature of God’s choices in your life and
leadership.
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Day 15: 2 God’s Sovereign Choice

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you respond to God’s sovereignty in your life?

2. What comforts or challenges arise when you consider God’s sovereign
will?

3. How can you align more closely with God’s purposes?
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Day 15: (@ God’s Sovereign Choice

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about moments where God’s sovereignty was evident to you.

2. Reflect on trusting God’s choices even when unclear.

3. List ways to submit to God’s will more fully.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Chosen by the Heart: Lessons from Samuel Anointing David Page 95 of 131

Day 15: 2 God’s Sovereign Choice

Prayer for Today

Lord, I trust Your sovereign will. Help me rest in Your wisdom and purpose,
even when I don’t understand. Guide me to walk confidently in the path You
ordain for my life and to lead with humility under Your hand. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. J\ &
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Day 16: (r» God Equips the Called
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Day 16: (% God Equips the Called

Your Verse

Philippians 4:13 - "I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Exodus 4:12 - "I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”

e 2 Corinthians 12:9 - "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.”
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Day 16: (% God Equips the Called

Devotional: Strengthened and Equipped by God’s
Grace

God empowers those He calls to fulfill their purposes. David was a shepherd
without kingly experience but was equipped by God’s Spirit for leadership.
Likewise, God strengthens us with grace and power beyond our limits.

This assurance encourages us when we feel inadequate or unprepared. God’s
grace covers our weakness and enables us to accomplish His will.

Think about areas where you feel ill-equipped. Invite God to provide strength
and wisdom for your calling.
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Day 16: (% God Equips the Called

Reflect and Apply

1. What weaknesses do you feel God is equipping you to overcome?
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2. How have you experienced God’s strength in difficult moments?

3. What faith steps can you take trusting God’s empowering grace?
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Day 16: (% God Equips the Called

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God gave you unexpected strength.

2. Reflect on specific areas of reliance on God you need to grow.

3. List affirmations of God’s power in your life.
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Day 16: (% God Equips the Called

Prayer for Today

God, equip me for every task and calling. I rely on Your strength, not my own.
Fill me with Your grace and empower me to walk boldly in what You've
prepared. Let Your power be perfect in my weaknesses. Inn Jesus’name,

Amen. 5 J\ ¥>
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Day 17: @ Leading Through Trials
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Day 17: & Leading Through Trials

Your Verse

James 1:2-3 - "Consider it pure joy..whenever you face trials of many kinds...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 5:3-4 - "Suffering produces perseverance; perseverarce,
character; character, hope.”

e 1Peter 5:10 - "After you have suftered a little while, God will restore,
confirm, strengthen and establish you.”
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Day 17: & Leading Through Trials

Devotional: Refined by Trials for Greater Leadership

David faced numerous trials before his reign began. Along the way, he
experienced rejection, danger, and hardship. Yet these challenges refined his
character and faith.

God uses trials to develop perseverance, maturity, and hope. Leaders who
endure testing grow stronger and more compassionate.

Reflect on how you respond to difficulties and how God might be shaping you
through them.
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Day 17: & Leading Through Trials

Reflect and Apply

1. How have trials shaped your leadership or faith journey?
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2. What attitudes sustain you during challenges?

3. How can you grow in joy and hope amid difficulties?
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Day 17: & Leading Through Trials

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a trial that taught you important lessons.

2. Reflect on your emotional and spiritual responses to hardship.

3. List scriptures that comfort and encourage you in tough times.
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Day 17: & Leading Through Trials

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me see trials as tools for growth. Give me joy and perseverance in
difficulties. Strengthen my character and sustain my hope. Use my challenges
to prepare me for greater service to You. In Jesus’name, Amen. @& 2\, (5
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Day 18: $%& Honoring God Above All
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Day 18: 3% Honoring God Above All

Your Verse

Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the LORD with all your heart...”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Corinthians 10:31 - "Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”
e Colossians 3:23 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart..”
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Day 18: 3% Honoring God Above All

Devotional: Leading to Glorify God Always

David’s leadership glorified God rather than himself. His heart sought to
honor the LORD in all things. Similarly, our motivations and actions should
center on glorifying God.

Trusting God wholeheartedly means leaning on His guidance and aligning
our purposes with His will. This focus brings fulfillment and eternal
significance to leadership.

Reflect on ways you can honor God more fully through your leadership and
daily life.
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Day 18: 3% Honoring God Above All

Reflect and Apply

1. How do your leadership and actions honor God?

2. Where might you need to surrender personal ambition for God’s glory?

3. How can you grow in trust and dependence on God?
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Day 18: 3% Honoring God Above All

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about ways you can better glorify God in your roles.
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2. Reflect on past successes and motives behind them.

3. List daily practices to maintain focus on God’s glory.
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Day 18: 3% Honoring God Above All

Prayer for Today

God, help me trust You fully and honor You. Let all my leadership and work
reflect Your glory. Teach me to surrender selfish ambitions and serve with a
pure heart. Guide me to glorify You in all things. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 3% J\,
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Day 19: & Leading with Compassion
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Day 19: & Leading with Compassion

Your Verse

Colossians 3:12 - "Clothe yourselves with compassion...”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:32 - "Be kind and compassionate to one another...”

e Psalm 78:72 - "And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with
skillful hands he led them.”
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Day 19: & Leading with Compassion

Devotional: Integrating Compassion into Leadership

David was known not only for courage but also for compassion and integrity:.
Leadership rooted in kindness and empathy builds trust and fosters
community. Compassion balances authority with love.

God’s heart beats for the vulnerable and broken. As leaders, reflecting this
compassion brings healing and unity.

Consider ways to nurture kindness and empathy in your leadership and
relationships.
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Day 19: & Leading with Compassion

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you express compassion in your leadership?

2. What challenges do you face in balancing strength and kindness?

3. How can you grow in empathy toward others?
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Day 19: & Leading with Compassion

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a leader who modeled compassionate leadership.

Page 118 of 131

2. Reflect on your own responses to those in need.

3. List practical ways to show more kindness daily.
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Day 19: & Leading with Compassion

Prayer for Today

Lord, fill me with Your compassion and integrity. Help me lead with kindness
and grace, reflecting Your heart to those I serve. Teach me to balance strength
with empathy in all relationships. In Jesus’ name, Amen. & J\, 9
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Day 20: & Building Trust and Unity
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Day 20: @ Building Trust and Unity

Your Verse

Psalm 133:1 - "How good and pleasant it is when God's people live together in
unity!”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:3 - "Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through
the bond of peace.”

e Romans 12:10 - "Be devoted to one another in love.”
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Day 20: @ Building Trust and Unity

Devotional: Leading by Fostering Unity and Peace

David’s leadership fostered unity among God’s people. Trust and peace are
essential for healthy communities and strong leadership. God values unity,
and leaders play a key role in building it through love and devotion.

Unity requires effort, forgiveness, and humility. As followers of Christ, we are
called to be peacemakers and encouragers.

Reflect on your role in promoting unity and how you can build trust within
your spheres of influence.
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Day 20: @ Building Trust and Unity

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you contribute to unity or division in your communities?
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2. What steps can you take to build trust with others?

3. Where might forgiveness or humility deepen relationships?
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Day 20: @ Building Trust and Unity

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time unity was restored through your efforts.

2. Reflect on relationships needing healing or strengthening.

3. List actions to promote peace and cooperation where you lead.
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Day 20: @ Building Trust and Unity

Prayer for Today

God, help me be a builder of unity and trust. Teach me to love and forgive as
You do. May my leadership bring peace and closer bonds among Your people.
Use me to foster harmony that glorifies You. In Jesus’name, Amen. & J\
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Day 21: % Living as God’s Anointed
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Day 21: &> Living as God’s Anointed

Your Verse

2 Corinthians 5:17 - "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 12:2 - "Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

e Galatians 2:20 - "I have been crucitied with Christ and I no longer live,
but Christ lives in me.”
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Day 21: &> Living as God’s Anointed

Devotional: Embracing Your Identity as God’s Chosen

Being chosen and anointed by God means living transformed and renewed.
David’s life points to the new creation God calls us to be in Christ. We are
empowered and reshaped to live faithfully and lead by God’s Spirit.

This final day invites you to embrace your identity as God’s chosen one, called
to reflect His love, truth, and purpose in all you do. Let your heart remain
steadfast, your spirit renewed, and your life a testimony to God’s grace.

Live boldly, rooted in the grace that has anointed you for a life of impact.
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Day 21: &> Living as God’s Anointed

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you experience transformation in Christ daily?

2. What does it mean to live as God’s anointed in your life?

3. How can you encourage others to embrace their God-given identity?
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Day 21: &> Living as God’s Anointed

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about ways your life has been changed by Christ.

2. Reflect on what it means to you to be ‘new creation.

3. List commitments you want to make living as God’s chosen one.
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Day 21: &> Living as God’s Anointed

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for making me new and choosing me. Help me live fully as
Your anointed, transformed by Your Spirit. Renew my mind and heart daily,
and use my life to glorify You. Empower me to lead and serve with grace and
truth. In Jesus’ name, Amen. ¥ J\, @

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

HolyJot

Where God’s Word Meets Your Daily Life

A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we'd love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you'll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life

B Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches

&% Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
 Aplace to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

Visit Now:

# www.HolyJot.com
2 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

(=3 We'd love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

(=3 Connect with us at:
Facebook - Instagram - YouTube - TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.

HOl JOt _ase keep it intact so the full study and credits remain.
y © 2025 HolyJot LLC. All Rights Reserved.


https://www.holyjot.com/?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=chosen-by-the-heart-lessons-from-samuel-anointing-david
https://www.holyjot.com/signup?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=chosen-by-the-heart-lessons-from-samuel-anointing-david
https://www.holyjot.com/?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=chosen-by-the-heart-lessons-from-samuel-anointing-david
mailto:info@holyjot.com
https://www.facebook.com/61576605431049
https://www.instagram.com/holyjotbible
https://www.youtube.com/@holyjot
https://www.tiktok.com/@holyjot

	Introduction
	Day 1: 🔎 God's Criteria for Choosing Leaders
	Day 2: 🕊 The Role of the Prophet Samuel
	Day 3: 🌿 Recognizing True Worth in David
	Day 4: 🔥 The Anointing’s Power and Purpose
	Day 5: 👀 Seeing Beyond Appearances
	Day 6: 🌟 David’s Humble Beginning
	Day 7: 💡 God’s Purpose Behind Leadership
	Day 8: 🛡 Trusting God in Leadership Challenges
	Day 9: 💬 God Speaks Through His Chosen
	Day 10: ⛪ God's Kingdom and Earthly Leadership
	Day 11: ⏳ Waiting on God’s Timing
	Day 12: ❤️ The Heart That Seeks God
	Day 13: 🚦 Obedience Over Appearance
	Day 14: 🌄 God’s Faithfulness in Leadership
	Day 15: 🌈 God’s Sovereign Choice
	Day 16: 💪 God Equips the Called
	Day 17: 🌊 Leading Through Trials
	Day 18: 🌟 Honoring God Above All
	Day 19: 🌼 Leading with Compassion
	Day 20: 🔗 Building Trust and Unity
	Day 21: ✨ Living as God’s Anointed



