Compassionate (srace:
Embracing the Father's
Heart

Explore the Father's unconditional love in the
Prodigal Son story, discovering God's compassion
toward our brokenness and His joyful welcome
home.
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Introduction

The Gospels reveal to us the heart of God through the life and teachings of
Jesus. One of the most powerful stories that illustrate God's compassion and
grace is the Parable of the Prodigal Son found in Luke 15:20—24. In this
parable, Jesus invites us to witness a father's radical kindness and forgiveness
when his lost son returns. This story beautifully captures how God runs
toward us—even in our brokenness—with open arms, ready to heal, restore,
and celebrate our homecoming.

The Father s love is relentless, not waiting for us to earn favor but freely
offering restoration and acceptance. This study will focus on understanding
the profound compassion of God the Father, who sees beyond our mistakes
and brokenness to the heart longing for redemption.

Over the next three days, we will dive into Scripture that highlights this
immense kindness, reflect on what it means to be embraced by God's love,
and consider how we can live out that same compassion toward others.

Join this journey to experience the freedom found in the Father's arms—
where grace overflows and hope is restored.
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Day 1. 9 The Father's Compassion Revealed
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Day 1: €9 The Father's Compassion Revealed

Your Verse

Luke 15:20-24 NIV "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion for him...”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 103:13 — "As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord
has compassion on those who fear him.”

e Isaiah 30:18 — "The Lord waits to be gracious to you... for the Lord is a
God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him!”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Compassionate Grace: Embracing the Father's Heart Page 6 of 21

Day 1: €9 The Father's Compassion Revealed

Devotional: The Father's Compassion Runs First to Us

The scene is set in Luke 15:20—24, where the younger son, broken and
repentant, returns home. The father's response is immediate and overflowing
with compassion. Rather than judgment or anger, his heart races to welcome
his child, demonstrating an earthly glimpse of God’s divine love for us. This
compassion isn't passive; it leaps across distances, breaking down barriers of
shame and guilt.

God's compassion is timely and tender, reaching us before we even speak our
regrets. When we feel unworthy or far from God, this story reminds us He is
always ready to meet us where we are. The father's actions picture God's
grace: a celebration in heaven over every soul that turns back to Him.

Today, reflect on how God's compassion has met you in your own
brokenness. How does it feel to be pursued with such unfailing love? This
passage invites us to leave behind fear and shame, to embrace the freedom
found in the compassionate heart of the Father.
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Day 1: €9 The Father's Compassion Revealed

Reflect and Apply

1. Have you experienced moments when you felt 'far off” but were met with
God's compassion?

2. What barriers to forgiveness do you struggle to overcome in yourself or
others?

3. How does the father's response in the parable challenge your
understanding of God's love?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Compassionate Grace: Embracing the Father's Heart Page 8 of 21

Day 1: €9 The Father's Compassion Revealed

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you felt God's compassion in a difficult situation.

2. List ways you can show compassion to others as the father did.

3. Reflect on any fears or shame you need to release to embrace God’s love
fully.
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Day 1: €9 The Father's Compassion Revealed

Prayer for Today

Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for running toward us when we are broken
and far from home. Help us to feel Your compassion deeply and to trust in
Your unfailing love. Teach us to leave behind shame and walk boldly into Your
arms, confident in Your grace. May we reflect Your compassion to others,
becoming vessels of Your kindness and mercy in this world. In Jesus’' name,
amern.

A _PAPAS
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Day 2: $¢ Embracing Restoration and New
Life
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Day 2: 3% Embracing Restoration and New Life

Your Verse

Luke 15:24 NIV "For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found. So they began to celebrate.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 5:17 — "If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here!”

e Romans 8:38-39 — "Nothing can separate us from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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Day 2: 3% Embracing Restoration and New Life

Devotional: The Joy of Restoration and New Life

The father's declaration that his son "was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found” encapsulates the heart of restoration found in Christ. This
joyous celebration reflects the transformative power that God brings into our
lives when we return to Him.

Restoration is more than forgiveness; it is renewal, a fresh beginning marked
by grace. The father doesn’t just accept his son back—he restores his honor,
clothing him and providing a feast. God’s love actively rebuilds and honors
our worth.

When we accept God's forgiveness, we enter into new life—one where past

mistakes no longer define us. Instead, we are embraced as beloved children,
welcomed into a family that celebrates our return. It's a reminder that God's

compassion leads to radical restoration, and joy overcomes despair.

Today, meditate on how God's restoration is at work in your life. What old
burdens can you release? How might you celebrate this new life God offers
freely to you?
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Day 2: 3% Embracing Restoration and New Life

Reflect and Apply

1. What areas of your life are in need of God’s restoration?

2. How does understanding restoration affect your view of forgiveness?

3. In what ways can you celebrate new beginnings in your spiritual journey?
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Day 2: 3% Embracing Restoration and New Life

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe what new life’ means personally to you in Christ.

2. Write about a situation where you experienced God’s restoration.

3. List practical steps to walk in the freedom of restoration this week.
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Day 2: 3% Embracing Restoration and New Life

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for the gift of new life and restoration. Help me to
accept Your forgiveness fully and to let go of past failures. Fill my heart with
joy for the new beginning You provide, and guide me to walk confidently as
Your beloved child. May my life be a reflection of Your grace, shining Your
light to those who need hope. In Jesus' name, amen.

BOLAS

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{)]y_](}t Compassionate Grace: Embracing the Father's Heart Page 16 of 21

Day 3: < Living Out the Father's
Compassion
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Day 3:  Living Out the Father's Compassion

Your Verse
Luke 6:36 NIV "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:32 — "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

e Colossians 3:12 — "Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience.”
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Day 3:  Living Out the Father's Compassion

Devotional: Reflecting God’s Compassion in Our Lives

Having encountered the Father's compassion and restoration, God calls us to
embody these qualities in our daily lives. Luke 6:36 reminds us to be merciful
just as our Father is merciful. Mercy and compassion are not only gifts to
receive but also responsibilities to extend to others.

Living out the Father’s compassion requires intentionality and humility. It
challenges us to forgive, to love those who may seem broken or distant, and to
mirror the joy with which God welcomes us back. When we do this, we
become reflections of God’s heart in a world desperate for grace.

Consider who in your life needs compassion today. How can you be the hands
and feet of the Father, running toward brokenness with kindness? This is the
essence of the Gospel—transformational love that moves us beyond
ourselves to serve others with a tender heart.
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Day 3:  Living Out the Father's Compassion

Reflect and Apply

1. Who in your life could benefit from your compassion and mercy today?

2. What challenges do you face in showing forgiveness similar to the
Father’s?

3. How can you develop a habit of kindness that reflects God’s heart?
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Day 3:  Living Out the Father's Compassion

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify practical ways to show mercy to someone this week.

2. Write a prayer asking God to expand your capacity to forgive and love.

3. Reflect on how embracing God’s compassion changes your relationships.
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Day 3:  Living Out the Father's Compassion

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, empower me to live out the compassion You have shown me. Help
me to be kind, forgiving, and merciful like the Father. Give me wisdom and
patience as I seek to reflect Your heart to those around me. May my actions
bring glory to God and comfort to those in need. Fill me with courage to love
boldly, just as You do. Amen.

AVLO
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Where God’s Word Meets Your Daily Life

A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we'd love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you'll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life

B Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches

&% Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
 Aplace to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

Visit Now:
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2 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

(=3 We'd love to hear your story.
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