
Explore the rich teachings of Jude, learning to
defend the faith and live in God’s love with wisdom

and mercy.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.HolyJot.com

Contending for Faith: An
In-Depth Study of Jude

https://www.holyjot.com/


Table of contents
Introduction  

Day 1: 📖 Introduction to Jude and the Call to Contend  

Day 2: ⚠  Recognizing and Resisting False Teachers  

Day 3: 🌿 Growing in Faith, Mercy, and Love  

8/12/25, 11:31 AM

file:///D:/api.holyjot.com/wwwroot/jsreport/temp/autocleanup/c4d9dc13-5215-483c-a1d6-3178f08a1adb-chrome-pdf.html 1/1

Table of contents
3

4

10

16

Contending for Faith: An In-Depth Study of Jude Page 2 of 21

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


📖 Introduction
The Book of Jude is a brief but powerful letter nestled near the end of the New
Testament. Though short, Jude's message is sharply focused on standing firm
against false teachers and protecting the purity of the Christian faith. Just
three verses long, this epistle challenges believers to contend earnestly for the
faith once delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3).

In a world full of competing voices and distorted doctrines, Jude's
encouragement is incredibly relevant. He calls Christians to recognize the
counterfeit messages that can creep into the church and to respond with both
wisdom and love. This letter is a call to vigilance and discernment, urging us
to keep our hearts rooted in God’s truth.

Over the next three days, we will unpack Jude’s rich themes—starting with an
understanding of who Jude was and the critical nature of his message, then
moving into the danger posed by false teachers, and finally, focusing on how
to live out Jude’s call by growing in faith, mercy, and love.

Through this study, you'll not only gain insight into one of the more obscure
books of the Bible but also be equipped spiritually to stand firm in your faith
and lovingly guard the community of believers around you.
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Day 1: 📖 Introduction to Jude and the Call to
Contend
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Your Verse
Jude 1:3 - "Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the
salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the
faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people."

Supporting Scriptures
2 Timothy 4:7 - "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith."
1 Corinthians 16:13 - "Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be
courageous; be strong."
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Devotional: Understanding Our Call to Defend the
Faith
Jude, the brother of James and likely a relative of Jesus, writes with a sense of
urgency that sets the tone for his entire letter. His opening words make it clear
that the salvation believers share is precious and worth defending. The
phrase "contend for the faith" is a powerful call to action — it implies that
faith is something to be actively protected and preserved, not passively
maintained.

The faith Jude refers to is the entire gospel message handed down by the
apostles. It is the foundation of Christian belief and the truth that sustains our
relationship with God. However, Jude warns that this faith is under attack
from false teachers who distort the truth and lead others astray.

As believers today, we are similarly called to vigilance. Defending the faith
does not always mean confrontation; it often means living faithfully, speaking
truth gently, and holding fast to God’s Word as our ultimate authority. It’s a
reminder that our salvation and witness are precious gifts worth guarding
with all diligence.

Reflecting on Jude's opening, ask yourself where you stand in your
commitment to the faith. Are you ready to defend it when challenged? This is
a foundational question as we begin our journey through this brief but
profound letter.
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Reflect and Apply
�. What does it mean to 'contend for the faith' in your daily life?

�. How do you balance standing firm in your beliefs with showing grace to
others?

�. In what ways might false teaching subtly influence communities today,
and how can we be alert to that?

Day 1: 📖 Introduction to Jude and the Call to Contend

Contending for Faith: An In-Depth Study of Jude Page 7 of 21

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time when you had to stand firm in your faith despite

opposition.

�. List the core truths of the gospel that you believe are most important to
defend.

�. Reflect on how you personally can 'contend for the faith' in your
relationships and community.

Day 1: 📖 Introduction to Jude and the Call to Contend

Contending for Faith: An In-Depth Study of Jude Page 8 of 21

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Prayer for Today
Lord, thank You for entrusting us with Your precious truth. Help me to be
courageous and vigilant in defending the faith You have given me. Give me
wisdom to recognize falsehood and grace to respond with love. Strengthen
my heart to stand firm in every circumstance, knowing You are my help and
shield. Teach me to uphold Your Word faithfully and to live in a way that
honors Your name. In Jesus' name, Amen. 🙏📖🛡 
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Day 2: ⚠  Recognizing and Resisting False
Teachers
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Your Verse
Jude 1:12-13 - "These are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you
without the slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. ... They
are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom
blackest darkness has been reserved forever."

Supporting Scriptures
2 Peter 2:1 - "But there were also false prophets among the people... They
will exploit you with deceptive words."
Matthew 7:15 - "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves."
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Devotional: The Danger and Identification of False
Teachers
Jude paints a vivid picture of the false teachers threatening the church. His
descriptions are harsh—terms like blemishes, shepherds who feed only
themselves, and wild waves of the sea portray vivid spiritual danger. These
individuals are not just harmless dissenters but are actively destructive,
leading others away from God’s truth for their own gain.

These false teachers undermine the unity and purity of the church, feeding
selfish desires rather than nourishing the flock. Jude warns that their end is
certain – reserved darkness, symbolizing the grave consequences of turning
from God’s ways.

As believers, learning to recognize such dangers is critical. Today’s challenges
may look different but can be equally damaging—subtle distortions of the
gospel, promoting selfish ambition, or encouraging complacency. Jude
challenges us to be discerning and to protect the community that Christ died
to save.

Jude’s warnings compel us to ask: Are we attentive to the health of the church?
Are we discerning the teachings we accept? Do we avoid those who seek to
gain at others' expense? Staying rooted in Scripture and community guard
against spiritual deception.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How can you discern truth from deception in teachings you encounter?

�. What are the dangers of selfish leadership within the church today?

�. How can the church collectively protect itself from falsehood and
division?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time when you encountered spiritual deception and how

you responded.

�. Identify characteristics of false teaching that you should be watchful for.

�. Reflect on how you can support the health and unity of your faith
community.
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Prayer for Today
Father, guard my heart and mind from deception. Open my eyes to recognize
false teaching and give me the courage to reject it. Help me to be a faithful
steward of Your truth and a protector of Your church. Teach me to love others
with discernment and humility, so that I may build up rather than harm Your
kingdom. In Jesus' name, Amen. 🕊 🛡 📖❤ 
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Day 3: 🌿 Growing in Faith, Mercy, and Love
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Your Verse
Jude 1:20-21 - "But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most
holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love as you
wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life."

Supporting Scriptures
Colossians 2:6-7 - "...continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up
in him..."
Ephesians 4:2 - "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love."
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Devotional: Nurturing Faith with Prayer and Love
Jude ends his letter with a beautiful pastoral encouragement. After warning of
false teachers, he calls believers to build themselves up in the faith, praying in
the Holy Spirit and remaining rooted in God’s love. This is both a defensive
and an active posture—a spiritual fortification nourished by prayer and love.

Growing in faith is not passive; it requires intentional effort and connection
with God through prayer. The Holy Spirit is our helper in this process,
enabling us to remain steady amidst challenges. By keeping ourselves in
God's love and showing mercy to others, we live out the faith we defend.

Finally, Jude’s reminder of waiting for Jesus’ mercy points us to hope—the
promise of eternal life and ultimate restoration. This hope fuels endurance
and compassion as we navigate life’s trials and spiritual battles.

Today, embrace Jude’s call to grow deeper in faith, extend mercy to others,
and remain anchored in the love of God, eagerly anticipating Christ’s return.
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Reflect and Apply
�. In what ways can prayer deepen your faith and resilience?

�. How does God’s love empower you to show mercy to others?

�. What hope sustains you as you wait for Christ’s return?
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Journaling Prompts
�. List practical ways to ‘build yourself up’ spiritually each day.

�. Reflect on a recent experience where you extended mercy or received it.

�. Write a prayer expressing your hope and longing for Jesus’ return.
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Prayer for Today
Lord Jesus, thank You for Your unfailing love and mercy. Help me to build
myself up in faith daily, supported by Your Spirit and sustained by prayer.
Teach me to live humbly and lovingly toward others, reflecting Your grace.
Strengthen my hope as I eagerly await Your return, and fill me with peace that
this hope brings. In Your precious name, Amen. 🌿🙏💕⏳
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💌 A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we’d love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you’ll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

📚 100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life
📱 Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
��� �  Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches
✍  Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
🤝 A place to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

🎁 Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

👉 Visit Now:

📌 www.HolyJot.com
📌 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

💬 We’d love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

💬 Connect with us at:
Facebook • Instagram • YouTube • TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.
Please keep it intact so the full study and credits remain.

© 2025 HolyJot LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Where God’s Word Meets Your Daily Life
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