Daniel’s Vision of the
Beasts: God’s Sovereignty
Over Kingdoms

Explore Daniel’s prophetic vision revealing how God
sovereignly rules over earthly kingdoms and unveils
future events.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 7-day Bible study on Daniel’s Vision of the Beasts. In the
book of Daniel, especially chapter 7, we encounter a powerful prophetic
dream that reveals not only future kingdoms but also God’s ultimate
sovereignty over all earthly powers. Daniel’s vision is filled with rich imagery
—the four beasts—each representing successive kingdoms that will rise and
fall, yet all subject to God’s eternal kingdom.

This study invites you to journey through this remarkable passage, gaining
insight into how God reveals the future to His prophet and how His divine rule
transcends all human authority. Through these days, we will meditate on the
significance of the beasts, the Ancient of Days, and the Son of Man, and how
this vision encourages believers to trust God's plan amid political upheaval
and apparent chaos.

Understanding Daniel’s vision helps us to see that earthly kingdoms, no
matter how powerful or frightening, are temporary and limited, while God’s
kingdom is everlasting and just. The imagery may be complex, but its
message is clear: God is sovereign, and His kingdom will ultimately triumph.

As we study, open your heart to how this vision strengthens faith, offers hope
for the future, and calls us to live in submission to God’s authority. Let us
begin with humility and anticipation, ready to see God’s hand in history and
in our lives today.
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Day 1: {7} Understanding the Vision’s
Context
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Day 1: {7} Understanding the Vision’s Context

Your Verse

Daniel 7:1 "In the first year of King Belshazzar s reign, Daniel had a dream,
and visions passed through his mind as he was lying in bed.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Daniel 2:20-22 "Praise be to the name of God... He changes times and
seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others.”

o Jeremiah 29:11 "For I know the plans I have for you... plans to prosper you
and not to harm you.”
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Day 1: {7} Understanding the Vision’s Context

Devotional: God Reveals His Sovereign Plan Amid
Uncertainty

Daniel’s vision did not come in a vacuum. It was revealed during a turbulent
time for God’s people exiled in Babylon. Daniel, a captive in a foreign land,
was deeply troubled by the futures of the kingdoms that ruled over him. The
dream in Daniel 7 opens with Daniel’s restless night and a vivid, prophetic
vision.

This context is crucial: history was unfolding in uncertainty. Yet, God stepped
into this uncertainty by revealing His sovereign plan through visions. Daniel’s
role was to understand and faithfully communicate this divine revelation.

Reflect on the importance of context in receiving God's guidance. Like Daniel,
we may face situations where uncertainty and upheaval surround us. God’s
revelation often comes in such moments, reminding us that He controls the
rise and fall of nations—and our lives too.

As you meditate on this passage, consider how God’s timing and authority are
perfect, even when human circumstances are challenging.
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Day 1: {7} Understanding the Vision’s Context

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I respond when I face uncertainty like Daniel did?

2. In what ways has God revealed His plan to me during difficult times?

3. How can remembering God’s sovereignty impact my trust today?
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Day 1: {7} Understanding the Vision’s Context

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when God’s guidance came during uncertainty:.

2. Describe how knowing God controls nations affects your view of current
events.

3. List ways you can seek God’s wisdom when worried about the future.
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Day 1: {7} Understanding the Vision’s Context

Prayer for Today

Lord, in times of uncertainty, help me to remember that You are sovereign
over all. Like Daniel, may I receive Your guidance and trust Your perfect plan
for my life, even when things seem unclear. Teach me to rest in Your timing
and submit to Your authority, knowing that You control the rise and fall of
kingdoms and my own path. Strengthen my faith and give me peace today.

Amen. J\, I []

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{)]y]ﬂt Daniel’s Vision of the Beasts: God’s Sovereignty Over Kingdoms Page 10 of 45

Day 2: & The First Beast: The Lion with
Eagle’s Wings
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Day 2: &y The First Beast: The Lion with Eagle’s Wings

Your Verse

Daniel 74 "The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Revelation 5:5 "The Lion of the tribe of Judah... has triumphed.”

e Psalm 91:4 "He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you
will find refuge.”
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Day 2: &y The First Beast: The Lion with Eagle’s Wings

Devotional: Human Power Is Limited Under God’s
Authority

The first beast in Daniel’s vision is described as a lion with eagle’s wings. This
powerful image conveys strength, speed, and majesty, characteristics often
associated with ancient empires.

This beast is traditionally understood to represent the Babylonian Empire,
known for its swift and fierce domination. The eagle’s wings suggest rapid
conquest and expansive reach, while the lion symbolizes royal authority. Yet,
the wings are torn off, and the beast is made to stand like a man, revealing a
limitation and humbling of this kingdom.

Reflect on the contrast between human power and divine authority. While
kingdoms rise with ferocity, they remain under God’s control and can be
humbled by Him. This vision reminds us not to put ultimate trust in human
authority but in God alone.

Consider how this applies to your own life—are there areas where you idolize
strength or success instead of trusting God’s greater plan?
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Day 2: &y The First Beast: The Lion with Eagle’s Wings

Reflect and Apply

1. What does the image of the lion with eagle’s wings teach me about
worldly power?

2. In what ways have I seen human strength humbled by God?

3. Am I placing my trust more in human success or in God’s sovereign rule?
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Day 2: &y The First Beast: The Lion with Eagle’s Wings

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe how you might surrender areas of your life where you trust your
power.

2. Write about a situation where God humbled human pride in your
experience.

3. List qualities of God to focus on instead of worldly strength.
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Day 2: &y The First Beast: The Lion with Eagle’s Wings

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to remember that all human power is under Your control.
Teach me humility and help me to trust Your greater authority rather than
worldly success. May I find security in You alone, my refuge and strength, not
in temporary kingdoms or achievements. Guide me to submit fully to Your
sovereign will today. Amen. {3 €3 J\
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Day 3: @ The Second Beast: The Bear
Raised on One Side
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Day 3: § The Second Beast: The Bear Raised on One Side

Your Verse

Daniel 75 "And out of the second came a bear, which was raised up on one
side.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 41:10 "Twill strengthen you... I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.”

o Psalm 46:10 "Be still, and know that I am God.”
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Day 3: § The Second Beast: The Bear Raised on One Side

Devotional: God Upholds Us Amid Uneven Challenges

Next, Daniel sees a bear raised on one side, symbolizing uneven strength and
aggressive posture. The bear’s raised side may represent a particular favor or
dominance in one area, emphasizing selective power and ferocity.

This beast is often linked to the Medo-Persian Empire, known for its strength
and conquests. The bear’s three ribs in its mouth suggest it devoured mighty
kingdoms.

This reminds us that, although kingdoms are powerful, their dominance is
incomplete and limited by God's design. Likewise, God supports and
strengthens His people with His righteous hand even when circumstances
seem threatening.

Think about how God has upheld you in times of struggle when you felt
attacked or burdened. His strength sustains us despite seemingly unbalanced
and fearful situations around us.
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Day 3: § The Second Beast: The Bear Raised on One Side

Reflect and Apply

1. How does God'’s strength help me when life feels unfair or unbalanced?

2. What are some Tibs’ or challenges I feel burdened by right now?

3. How can I be still and recognize God’s sovereignty in difficult times?
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Day 3: § The Second Beast: The Bear Raised on One Side

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God upheld you when you were overwhelmed.

2. List ways God’s strength can carry you through current challenges.

3. Reflect on what it means to trust God even when life feels uneven.
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Day 3: § The Second Beast: The Bear Raised on One Side

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for being my strength and support. When life feels
unbalanced or difficult, remind me to be still and trust in Your righteous hand.
Uphold me with Your power and peace, knowing that all earthly kingdoms
fade but Your kingdom stands forever. Help me rest securely in You today.

Amen. @ O J\
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Day 4: §3 The Third Beast: The Four-
Headed Leopard
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Day 4: § The Third Beast: The Four-Headed Leopard

Your Verse

Daniel 7:6 "After that, another beast, one that looked like a leopard, but had
four wings and four heads.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 3:5-6 "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding.”

o Habakkuk 2:14 "The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory
of the Lord”
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Day 4: §) The Third Beast: The Four-Headed Leopard

Devotional: Trusting God Amid Chaos and Change

The leopard with four wings and four heads brings a sense of speed and
multiplicity of power. This beast is commonly interpreted as the Greek
Empire under Alexander the Great and his successors, known for rapid
expansion and division into four kingdoms after his death.

The four heads suggest division and decentralization, but the wings
emphasize quick conquests and far-reaching influence.

Spiritually, this challenges us to trust God s wisdom even when human plans
seem fragmented and chaotic. Despite the division and complexity of
kingdoms, God's kingdom will rise clearly and powerfully.

Reflect on how trusting God —rather than solely human understanding—
steers us through complicated and rapidly changing seasons.
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Day 4: §) The Third Beast: The Four-Headed Leopard

Reflect and Apply

1. What areas of my life feel fast-moving or divided right now?

2. How can I practically trust God instead of my own understanding?

3. What does God’s ultimate control mean when situations seem chaotic?
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Day 4: § The Third Beast: The Four-Headed Leopard

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time when trusting God helped you through a confusing
season.

2. Write about how you can surrender plans that feel uncertain or divided.

3. List verses or promises that encourage you to trust God more deeply.
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Day 4: §) The Third Beast: The Four-Headed Leopard

Prayer for Today

Lord, when life around me is confusing and swift, help me to trust You. Teach
me to lean not on my own understanding but to follow Your guidance.
Remind me that amid chaos, You are the unchanging King whose kingdom
prevails. Increase my faith to trust You fully today. Amen. § > J\

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{)]y]ﬂt Daniel’s Vision of the Beasts: God’s Sovereignty Over Kingdoms Page 28 of 45

Day 5: & The Fourth Beast: The Terrifying
Creature
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Day 5: £ The Fourth Beast: The Terrifying Creature

Your Verse

Daniel 77 "After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a
fourth beast—terrifying and frightening and very powerful.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Nahum 1:7 "The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble.”
e Psalm 271 "The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?”
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Day 5: £ The Fourth Beast: The Terrifying Creature

Devotional: God’s Kingdom Triumphs Over All
Fearsome Powers

The fourth beast is described as terrifying and powerful, unlike any the
prophet had seen before. It represents a fearsome kingdom marked by
ruthless strength and destructiveness. Some associate it with the Roman
Empire or a final oppressive power.

The vision emphasizes that this beast has great iron teeth and ten horns,
symbolizing an overwhelming and multifaceted form of power.

Such imagery can cause fear, but God'’s message is one of hope. Despite the
beast’s terrifying nature, it too is subject to judgment. God’s kingdom
triumphs over even the most frightening earthly powers.

Remember that in moments of fear, turning to God as our refuge brings peace
and courage.
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Day 5: & The Fourth Beast: The Terrifying Creature

Reflect and Apply

1. What fears do I have about ‘beasts’ or challenges in my life?

2. How can I find refuge in God when facing frightening circumstances?

3. What does it mean for me that God will judge even the strongest powers?
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Day 5: £ The Fourth Beast: The Terrifying Creature

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a fear you can give to God today.

Page 32 of 45

2. Describe how God has been your refuge during tough times.

3. List scriptures that help you face fear with faith.
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Day 5: £ The Fourth Beast: The Terrifying Creature

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, You are my refuge and strength. When I am afraid of the
challenges and ‘beasts’ in life, help me to trust in Your mighty power and
justice. Remind me that no matter how terrifying circumstances seem, Your
kingdom will prevail. Fill me with courage and peace to face today’s fears.

Amen. &€ J\
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Day 6: {TJ The Ancient of Days and His
Judgment
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Day 6: {7} The Ancient of Days and His Judgment

Your Verse

Daniel 7:9 "The Ancient of Days was seated... His clothing was as white as
snow; the hair of his head was white like wool.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Hebrews 12:29 "Our God is a consuming fire.”
e Revelation 20:11 "The great white throne judgment.”
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Day 6: {7} The Ancient of Days and His Judgment

Devotional: Living in Hope of God’s Just Judgment

In striking contrast to the beasts, Daniel sees the Ancient of Days, a majestic
and holy figure seated on a throne. His appearance reflects purity, wisdom,
and eternal authority.

This scene shows the final judgment where the beasts’ power is ended by
God’s just decree. The Ancient of Days renders judgment with righteousness,
emphasizing His eternal dominion over all kingdoms and history.

Reflect on God's holiness, justice, and the hope we have in His righteous rule.
God does not overlook injustice but will ultimately establish His perfect
kingdom.

Consider how this vision encourages you to live in light of God’s holy
judgment and mercy, seeking to honor Him in all things.
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Day 6: {7} The Ancient of Days and His Judgment

Reflect and Apply

1. How does God’s holiness and justice influence the way I live?

Page 37 of 45

2. What hope do I find in God’s sure judgment of all things?

3. In what ways can I submit daily to God’s sovereign authority?
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Day 6: {7} The Ancient of Days and His Judgment

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how God’s judgment motivates you to live righteously.

2. Describe the peace that comes from trusting God’s eternal kingdom.

3. List what holiness means to you and how to pursue it.
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Day 6: {7} The Ancient of Days and His Judgment

Prayer for Today

Lord God, You are holy and just, sitting on the throne of all creation. Help me
to honor Your authority and live in reverence of Your judgment. Fill me with

hope and peace knowing that Your kingdom is eternal and righteous. Guide
me to walk humbly before You and reflect Your holiness in my life today.

Amen. =) 8B J\
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Day 7: % The Son of Man and the
Everlasting Kingdom
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Day 7: %> The Son of Man and the Everlasting Kingdom

Your Verse

Daniel 7:13-14 "One like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven... was
given authority, glory and sovereign power.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 24:30 "They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of
heaven.”

e Philippians 2:9-10 "God exalted him to the highest place and gave him
the name above every name.”
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Day 7: %> The Son of Man and the Everlasting Kingdom

Devotional: Trusting Christ’s Eternal and Victorious
Reign

The vision culminates with the arrival of ‘one like a son of man’ who is given
everlasting authority and glory. This figure represents the Messiah, Jesus
Christ, who inaugurates God’s eternal kingdom and establishes justice
forever.

The clouds symbolize divine presence and heavenly power, highlighting that
this kingdom is not of this world but eternal and spiritual.

We are invited to place our faith in Christ s sovereign rule and look forward to
His return. His kingdom will never end, assuring believers ultimate victory
and peace despite temporary struggles.

Let this vision inspire confidence and faithfulness as we await the fulfillment
of God’s promises and the final establishment of His rule.
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Day 7: %> The Son of Man and the Everlasting Kingdom

Reflect and Apply

1. How does belief in Jesus as the Son of Man impact my daily life?
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2. What hope does Christ’s eternal kingdom bring me amid trials?

3. How can I actively live under the authority of Jesus today?
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Day 7: %> The Son of Man and the Everlasting Kingdom

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite a prayer of trust and surrender to Jesus’ authority.

2. Describe how you can reflect Christ’s kingdom values in your
community.

3. List ways your hope in Jesus helps you persevere through hardships.
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Day 7: %> The Son of Man and the Everlasting Kingdom

Prayer for Today

Jesus, Son of Man, You reign forever with glory and power. Help me to trust
Your authority and live faithfully as a citizen of Your eternal kingdom.
Strengthen my hope in Your victorious return and empower me to reflect
Your love and justice daily. May I find peace in Your everlasting reign. Amen.

& 34
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