Diligence and Wisdom in
Work

Explore biblical wisdom on diligence through
Proverbs 6:6-11, learning how to work with purpose
and avoid laziness.
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Introduction

Welcome to this three-day journey exploring diligence through the lens of
the Bible. In a world that often encourages shortcuts and instant results,
Scripture offers timeless wisdom reminding us of the value in steady,
purposeful work. Proverbs 6:6-11paints a vivid picture using the example of
the industrious ant, inspiring us to embrace diligence and avoid laziness.

Being diligent is not just about working hard; it's about working wisely. Our
motivation, consistency, and mindset all contribute to how effectively we
engage in our tasks. This study will guide you through understanding what it
means to be diligent, why it honors God, and how biblical principles can
transform your approach to work and responsibilities.

Each day, you will delve into related Scriptures, reflect on practical
applications, and be encouraged through prayer and journaling prompts.
Whether you're struggling with procrastination or seeking to cultivate godly
discipline, this study offers encouragement and challenge to grow in faith and
fruitfulness.

Let us open our hearts and minds to God's Word and be inspired to work with
excellence and purpose, reflecting His character in all we do.
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Day 1: @ Learning from the Ant: A Call to
Diligence
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Day 1: @ Learning from the Ant: A Call to Diligence

Your Verse

Proverbs 6:6-8 - "Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!
It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in
summer and gathers its food at harvest.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 3:23 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters.”

o Ecclesiastes 9:10 - "Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your
might...”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}ly](}t Diligence and Wisdom in Work Page 6 of 21

Day 1: @ Learning from the Ant: A Call to Diligence

Devotional; Embrace the Ant’s Wisdom for Work

Proverbs 6:6-8 draws our attention to the humble ant, a tiny creature whose
diligence is remarkable. Even without oversight, the ant works persistently,
preparing for the future. This example contrasts vividly with the "sluggard,’
or lazy person, whom the passage warns against. The ant’s self-motivation
and foresight embody qualities we need in our own work life.

Diligenceis more than just effort—it’s an attitude of discipline, responsibility,
and planning. When we work with diligence, we honor God and reflect His
character. The ant teaches us to be proactive, to prepare, and to avoid delays
that lead to lack. In our modern context, this might mean managing our time
wisely, resisting procrastination, and working consistently toward our goals.

Strong Christian work ethic flows from a heart devoted to God—not merely
from obligation but from a desire to serve Him through all we do. Consider
how your work habits align with the ant’s example. Are you consistent and
driven, or do you often put off what needs to be done? Ask God to reveal areas
where you can improve your diligence.
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Day 1: @ Learning from the Ant: A Call to Diligence

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways does the ant’s example challenge your current work habits?

2. How can viewing your work as service to God transform your diligence?

3. What practical steps can you take to avoid procrastination today?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]{}t Diligence and Wisdom in Work Page 8 of 21

Day 1: @ Learning from the Ant: A Call to Diligence

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when you overcame laziness and felt accomplished.

2. List three areas in your work or life where you need to be more diligent.

3. Describe how you can plan ahead to achieve your goals better.
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Day 1: @ Learning from the Ant: A Call to Diligence

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, thank You for the wisdom found in Your Word. Help me to learn
from the ant’s example, embracing diligence and foresight in all I do. Remove
the temptation to be lazy and give me a heart that works wholeheartedly for
You. Teach me discipline and help me manage my time wisely. May my
efforts honor You and serve those around me. Strengthen me to persevere
and be faithful even when no one is watching. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, 3@
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Day 2: €23 Working Wholeheartedly for the
Lord
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Day 2: £23 Working Wholeheartedly for the Lord

Your Verse

Colossians 3:23 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for human masters.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [Corinthians 10:31 - "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do
it all for the glory of God.”

 Ephesians 6:7 - "Serve wholeheartedly;, as if you were serving the Lord,
not people.”
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Day 2: £23 Working Wholeheartedly for the Lord

Devotional: Work Diligently as Serving the Lord

In Colossians 3:23, Paul gives us profound motivation for diligence—work
done not merely for human approval, but as service unto the Lord. This
mindset transforms mundane or challenging tasks into acts of worship. The
quality and passion in our labor become reflections of our devotion.

When we understand that God sees every effort we put forth, we are
encouraged to work wholeheartedly, regardless of recognition, pay, or status.
This perspective helps guard us against discouragement and laziness
because our ultimate accountability is to God.

Furthermore, working for the Lord means we are called to honesty, integrity,
and excellence. It means avoiding shortcuts that compromise our testimony
and doing what honors God even when it’s difficult or unseen by others. How
deeply do you internalize this truth? Are you motivated by pleasing God
above all?

Today; reflect on your attitude toward work. Seek God’s strength to do your
best and remember that your faithfulness glorifies Him. Your diligence is a
witness — not just what you accomplish, but how you accomplish it.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]{}t Diligence and Wisdom in Work Page 13 of 21

Day 2: £23 Working Wholeheartedly for the Lord

Reflect and Apply

1. Do you view your work as service to God or mainly to people?

2. How can this mindset change the way you approach daily tasks?

3. What challenges do you face in maintaining wholehearted work, and
how can prayer help?
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Day 2: £23 Working Wholeheartedly for the Lord

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe how seeing your work as worship impacts your motivation.

2. Identify any attitudes or habits that keep you from working
wholeheartedly.

3. Write a prayer asking God to help you serve Him through your work.
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Day 2: £23 Working Wholeheartedly for the Lord

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me to see my work as an opportunity to serve You. When
tasks feel tedious or thankless, remind me that You are my ultimate Master
and Judge. Strengthen my heart to be wholehearted and diligent in every
responsibility. May my efforts reflect Your glory and bring honor to Your
name. Fill me with joy and perseverance, even in unseen moments. /
surrender my work to You today. Amen. (§8) 82 @ []
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Day 3: 3{ Avoiding the Pitfall of Laziness
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Day 3: §{ Avoiding the Pitfall of Laziness
Your Verse

Proverbs 6:9-11 - "How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you
get up from your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the

hands to rest—and poverty will come on you like a thief and scarcity like an
armed man.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 13:4 - "The sluggard craves and gets nothing, but the desires of
the diligent are fully satisfied.”

2 Thessalonians 3:10 - "The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.”
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Day 3: {{ Avoiding the Pitfall of Laziness

Devotional: Heed the Warning Against Laziness

Proverbs 6:9-11 offers a sobering warning against laziness. The passage
depicts continued idleness as a path leading inevitably to poverty and want.
Laziness is not portrayed as a harmless indulgence but a destructive force
with seriously damaging consequences.

These verses challenge us to examine how often we give in to
procrastination, distraction, or lethargy. Even small moments of neglect,
when habitual, can accumulate into a serious decline, robbing us not only of
material blessings but often of joy, purpose, and peace.

Spiritually, laziness can stunt our growth and limit our impact. It weakens our
ability to serve others and fulfill God’s calling. God desires us to be active
participants in His plan, fully engaged and diligent.

As you reflect today; ask the Lord to reveal any unhealthy patterns of laziness
in your life. Seek His grace to awaken your spirit, energize your work, and
keep you faithful in the daily tasks—big and small—that honor Him and bless
your life.
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Day 3: §{ Avoiding the Pitfall of Laziness

Reflect and Apply

1. What consequences have you noticed when laziness takes hold in your
life?

2. How does recognizing these biblical warnings motivate you to change?

3. What practical habits can help you cultivate consistent diligence?
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Day 3: §{ Avoiding the Pitfall of Laziness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about an area where laziness has negatively affected you.

2. List strategies or routines to overcome procrastination and idleness.

3. Reflect on how God’s grace empowers you to be diligent.
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Day 3: §{ Avoiding the Pitfall of Laziness

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, thank You for warning us through Your Word about the
dangers of laziness. Help me to rise from complacency and walk in diligence
and purpose. When I feel weak or tempted to delay, strengthen my spirit and
remind me of the blessings that come with faithful work. Let me find joy and
fulfillment in doing my part and trusting You for the rest. Guard my heart
against sloth and empower me through Your Spirit. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\,

&4 ]
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