Discerning Truth: Lessons
from the Gibeonite
Deception

Explore the Gibeonite deception to learn why
discernment is vital in making wise, lasting
decisions rooted in God’s truth.
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Introduction

Welcome to a transformative 21-day journey centered on discernment and
wise decision-making, inspired by the intriguing story of the Gibeonite
deception in Joshua 9. The Bible frequently calls us to choose wisely,
distinguishing truth from falsehood and aligning our lives with God’s
purposes. In this study, we'll dive deeply into the events surrounding the
Gibeonites, a people who deceived Israel into making a covenant under
misleading pretenses, and explore the lasting implications of their actions.

This story is more than historical narrative; it is a powerful lesson on the
importance of careful evaluation before making commitments. Like Israel,
we face decisions daily that impact our spiritual path and personal lives.
These choices demand discernment — the spiritual ability to see beyond
appearances and seek God's wisdom.

Throughout these 21 days, we will carefully study scripture, reflect on how
deceit can subtly infiltrate our decision-making, and develop practical tools
for applying discernment in our faith journey. God's Word offers timeless
guidance on protecting ourselves from deception and committing ourselves
rightly to His plans.

Prepare yourself to be challenged and encouraged as you learn to discern
more clearly, choose more wisely, and follow God with confidence in every
step. Let the story of the Gibeonites remind us that lasting blessings depend
on God-honoring decisions grounded in truth.
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Day 1: Q The Gibeonite Deception Unveiled
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Day 1: Q The Gibeonite Deception Unveiled

Your Verse

Joshua 9:3-6 NIV "When the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had
done to Jericho and Ai... they resorted to a ruse...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding.”

o Psalm 34:14 - "Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.”
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Day 1: Q The Gibeonite Deception Unveiled

Devotional: Discernment Begins With Seeking God’s
Wisdom

The story of the Gibeonites starts with fear and cunning. Upon hearing of
Israel’s mighty victories, the Gibeonites feared for their safety and chose
deception over confrontation. They disguised themselves as travelers from a
distant land and convinced Israel’s leaders to make a treaty with them. But
this was not a simple mistake; it was a serious failure in discernment.

What can we learn here?Even leaders close to God can make choices without
thorough examination. The Israelites did not seek God’s guidance and swiftly
made a covenant based on appearances alone. This teaches us the critical
importance of seeking God’s wisdom and not rushing into decisions.

In our lives, pressures and fears may tempt us toward hasty or deceptive
decisions. But God calls us to pause, evaluate carefully, and trust His guidance
above human reasoning. Let the opening of this story remind you to seek God
first in every decision.
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Day 1: Q The Gibeonite Deception Unveiled

Reflect and Apply

1. Have you ever made a decision quickly without fully understanding the
consequences?

2. How can you cultivate a habit of seeking God's guidance before agreeing
to commitments?

3. What fears or pressures might tempt you to accept things at face value?
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Day 1: Q The Gibeonite Deception Unveiled

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a recent decision you made quickly. What might God want
you to learn from it?

2. Describe ways you can remind yourself to pause and seek God's guidance
daily.

3. List situations where discernment is especially needed in your life right
now.
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Day 1: Q The Gibeonite Deception Unveiled

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to seek Your wisdom before making any decision. Teach me to
discern truth from deception and to trust You fully. Guard my heart from
rushing into decisions without Your guidance. May I lean not on my
understanding but on Your perfect counsel. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\,[J1¢)
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Day 2: /\ Recognizing Deception in
Disguise
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Day 2: /\ Recognizing Deception in Disguise
Your Verse

Joshua 9:7-13 NIV "They went to Joshua at the camp and said, "'We have come
from a distant country...”

Supporting Scriptures

o Jeremiah 17:9 - "The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.”
e 1john 4:1 - "Test the spirits to see whether they are from God.”
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Day 2: /\ Recognizing Deception in Disguise

Devotional: Discernment Requires Spiritual Vigilance

Deception is often subtle, cloaked in obvious signs of goodness. The
Gibeonites came with worn-out clothes and moldy bread to appear as though
from a faraway country, cleverly disguising their true identity and intentions.

What warnings does this offer us today?Deception can look convincing and
even good on the surface, tripping us up when we don’t look deeper. We must
carefully test what’s presented to us — whether others’ words, opportunities,
or decisions — against God’s Word.

Being alert means asking: Does this align with God’s truth? Does this
promote peace or confusion? Do I sense God’s Spirit confirming or warning
me? Remember to seek confirmation through prayer, Scripture, and wise
counsel.

Like Israel, we sometimes accept what appears trustworthy without
investigation, leaving us vulnerable. Let’s commit anew to vigilance in
recognizing deception in all its forms.
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Day 2: /\ Recognizing Deception in Disguise

Reflect and Apply

1. What are some signs that might reveal hidden deception in your life or
relationships?

2. How can you use Scripture and prayer to test what you encounter daily?

3. When was a time you recognized deception after the fact? What did you
learn?
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Day 2: /\ Recognizing Deception in Disguise

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you were deceived without realizing it initially. How
did you respond?

2. List practical steps you can take to guard yourself from future deception.

3. Reflect on how spiritual vigilance can improve your everyday decision-
making.
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Day 2: /\ Recognizing Deception in Disguise
Prayer for Today

God, open my eyes to see hidden deceptions around me. Teach me to test
what is presented and to rely on Your truth as my standard. Guard my heart
from falling for appearances and lead me in Your paths of righteousness. Help
me to stay alert and wise. In Jesus' name, Amen. @ @[]
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Day 3: ] The Cost of Making Quick
Covenants
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Day 3: 1] The Cost of Making Quick Covenants

Your Verse

Joshua 9:14 NIV "The leaders questioned no one; they took the provisions and
did not ask the Lord.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 21:5 - "The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste
leads to poverty.”

e Ecclesiastes 5:2 - "Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in
your heart to utter anything before God.”
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Day 3: 1] The Cost of Making Quick Covenants

Devotional: Wait on God Before Commitments

Israel’s leaders made a covenant without consulting God. Their haste led
them to accept the Gibeonites’ deception, showing what happens when we
fail to seek divine guidance.

Our decisions can have lasting consequences, especially when made hastily
or without prayer. Commitments are sacred in God’s eyes — whether in
relationships, work, or spiritual matters — and rushing without God's input
often leads to regret. The Gibeonites’ ploy trapped Israel into protecting
enemies with whom they should have fought.

Pause and pray before making decisions. Waiting on God’s timing and
wisdom protects us just as much as discernment. When we lean on Him and
follow His counsel, our choices tend to produce peace and blessing rather
than pain and conflict.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Discerning Truth: Lessons from the Gibeonite Deception Page 20 0of 130

Day 3: 1] The Cost of Making Quick Covenants

Reflect and Apply

1. What decisions in your life have you rushed into that later brought
complications?

2. How can you cultivate patience and seek God’s guidance before making
choices?

3. What does waiting on God teach you about trust and obedience?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Discerning Truth: Lessons from the Gibeonite Deception Page 210f130

Day 3: 1] The Cost of Making Quick Covenants

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time you sought God’s guidance before deciding. How did it turn
out?

2. Write about ways you can build patience in your decision processes.

3. Identify one upcoming decision where you need to seek God more
intentionally.
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Day 3: 1] The Cost of Making Quick Covenants

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to slow down and seek Your guidance before making
commitments. Teach me to wait patiently on Your timing and trust Your
wisdom above my impulses. Protect me from hasty decisions that can cause

harm or confusion. In Jesus’ name, Amen. ${ J\ []
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Day 4: € God's Protection Despite Our
Errors
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Day 4: § God's Protection Despite Our Errors

Your Verse

Joshua 9:15 NIV "But Joshua made a treaty with them to let them live... the
leaders of the assembly ratitied it.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 8:28 - "In all things God works for the good of those who love
Him.”

o Psalm 46:1 - "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble.”
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Day 4: § God's Protection Despite Our Errors

Devotional: God’s Grace Is Greater Than Our Mistakes

Despite Israel’s error, God provided protection through the treaty. This
surprising grace shows God’s faithfulness even when we stumble and make
mistakes.

God's sovereignty is greater than our failures. While Israel allowed an enemy
to live because of their oath, God limited the damage through His protection
and plan. This teaches us that our mistakes don’t have the final word, and God
is always at work salvaging good for His people.

When our discernment fails, God’s mercy and strength remain. He invites us
to repentance and learning, not condemnation. His grace allows us to move
forward with renewed dedication to make wiser decisions that honor Him.
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Day 4: § God's Protection Despite Our Errors

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced God’s protection despite your missteps?

2. What does God’s grace teach you about handling the consequences of
poor decisions?

3. How can you rely more confidently on God’s faithfulness moving
forward?
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Day 4: § God's Protection Despite Our Errors

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God showed mercy after you made a poor choice.

2. Reflect on how God has turned difficult situations to good in your life.

3. List ways you can trust God’s grace more when facing consequences.
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Day 4: § God's Protection Despite Our Errors

Prayer for Today

Thank You, Lord, for Your mercy that covers my mistakes. Help me not to be
weighed down by failures but to trust Your protective hand. Teach me to learn
and grow, relying on Your grace to guide me forward in wisdom and faith. In

Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, &)
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Day 5: /5 Honoring God’s Word in
Agreements
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Day 5: Y Honoring God’s Word in Agreements

Your Verse
Joshua 9:18-20 NIV "It was the leaders’ responsibility to inquire of the Lord...”
Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 119:105 - "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

e [saiah 55:8-9 - "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways,” declares the Lord.
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Day 5: Y Honoring God’s Word in Agreements

Devotional: Let God’s Word Guide Your Commitments

Israel’s leaders learned the hard way the importance of consulting God before
making agreements. Their failure led to a covenant they couldn’t easily undo.

God’s Word is our ultimate authority and guide, illuminating every choice we
make. When our thoughts cloud our judgment, Scripture reminds us that
God’s ways are higher and better. Honoring His Word means aligning our
decisions, promises, and agreements with His truth.

When you approach decisions, especially binding ones, ensure that God’s
voice leads them. This honors God not only in action but in heart and
establishes your life on a firm foundation that endures challenges and
temptations.
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Day 5: Y Honoring God’s Word in Agreements

Reflect and Apply

1. How often do you consult God’s Word before making promises or
commitments?

2. In what ways can you better integrate Scripture into your decision-
making?

3. What does it mean for you to align your agreements with God’s truth?
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Day 5: Y Honoring God’s Word in Agreements

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify some commitments in your life that need reevaluation through
God’s Word.

2. Write a plan for including daily Scripture reading before big decisions.

3. Reflect on the peace or challenges that come when you follow God’s
guidance.
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Day 5: Y Honoring God’s Word in Agreements

Prayer for Today

Lord, may Your Word be the foundation of all my promises and decisions.
Teach me to honor You by seeking Your truth first, resisting quick answers
that ignore Your voice. Help me to stand firm on Your guidance and wisdom
today and always. In Jesus’ name, Amen. [\, (5
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Day 6: Q Waiting on God’s Timing
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Day 6: Q Waiting on God’s Timing
Your Verse

Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIV "There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 27:14 - "Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the
Lord”

e Isaiah 40:31 - "Those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength.”
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Day 6: Q Waiting on God’s Timing

Devotional: Embrace Waiting as Part of God's Plan

The Gibeonite story reminds us of the perils of acting too quickly before the
right time. Israel failed to wait for God’s direction, rushing headlong into a
decision.

Waiting is often one of the hardest but most spiritually fruitful actions we can
take. In a world driven by instant results, biblical waiting means trusting
God’s timing and plan.

Waiting develops patience, faith, and discernment. It prevents regret born of
hasty actions and aligns our hearts with God’s perfect will. Embrace waiting
as a vital part of the spiritual journey—one that prepares you for the right
decisions at the right moments.
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Day 6: Q Waiting on God’s Timing
Reflect and Apply

1. How do you respond when God calls you to wait before acting?

2. What spiritual benefits have you noticed during times of waiting?

3. How can you encourage your heart to trust God’s perfect timing?
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Day 6: Q Waiting on God’s Timing
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time waiting strengthened your faith or understanding.

2. List ways to intentionally build trust during seasons of waiting.

3. Reflect on how learning patience can help your discernment.
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Day 6: Q Waiting on God’s Timing
Prayer for Today

Dear God, teach me to wait patiently and trust Your perfect timing.
Strengthen my heart and renew my faith when impatience tempts me. Help
me see Your hand at work even when I cannot yet understand. May I find
peace in waiting on You alone. In Jesus’ name, Amen. { J\, ©
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Day 7: J\, The Role of Prayer in Decision-
Making
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Day 7: J\, The Role of Prayer in Decision-Making

Your Verse

Philippians 4:6 NIV "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 1:5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God... and it will
be given to you.”

e Colossians 4:2 - "Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and
thankful.”
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Day 7: J\, The Role of Prayer in Decision-Making

Devotional: Pray for Wisdom and Clarity Daily

Prayer is our direct line to God’s wisdom and peace in decision-making.
Israel’s failure to ask God highlights what can happen when this vital practice
is neglected.

Through prayer, we invite God to illuminate the path ahead with His insight
and confirm or redirect our intentions. Consistent prayer encourages us to
align our hearts with God’s desires rather than our limited understanding.

Prayer keeps us humble, watchful, and thankful, empowering us to make
decisions rooted in faith rather than fear or impulse. It also opens doors to
receive counsel and discernment through His Spirit and through others.
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Day 7: J\, The Role of Prayer in Decision-Making

Reflect and Apply

1. How regularly do you pray before big decisions?

2. Can you recall a decision that was helped by prayerful seeking?

3. How might you deepen your prayer life to enhance discernment?
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Day 7: J\, The Role of Prayer in Decision-Making

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a prayer asking God for wisdom on an upcoming decision.

2. Journal about the peace or direction prayer has provided recently.

3. Plan a daily prayer routine focused on seeking God’s guidance.
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Day 7: J\, The Role of Prayer in Decision-Making

Prayer for Today

Lord, I come before You asking for wisdom, clarity, and peace. Help me to
trust Your guidance fully and to develop a deeper prayer life that informs
every step. Guard me from anxiety and impulsive choices. Thank You for
always hearing me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, #8 []
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Day 8: & Seeking Wise Counsel
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Day 8: & Seeking Wise Counsel

Your Verse

Proverbs 15:22 NIV "Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers
they succeed.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 11:14 - "For lack of guidance a nation falls, but victory is won
through many advisers.”

o Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 - "Two are better than one... if either of them falls
down, one can help the other up.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Discerning Truth: Lessons from the Gibeonite Deception Page 49 of 130

Day 8: & Seeking Wise Counsel

Devotional: Wisdom Grows with Godly Counsel

Israel’s leaders failed to consult God or others, resulting in poor decisions.
Wise counsel provides perspective, correction, and experiential insight that
we often miss on our own.

God often uses others — trusted friends, mentors, spiritual leaders — to
provide clarity in difficult choices. Asking for and accepting guidance is not a
sign of weakness but of wisdom and humility.

When you face decisions, surround yourself with godly counsel. Their
wisdom can confirm what God is telling you or challenge misguided
assumptions. Be open, listen carefully, and weigh advice prayerfully.
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Day 8: & Seeking Wise Counsel

Reflect and Apply

1. Who do you currently seek counsel from when making important
decisions?

2. Are you open to receiving correction even when it challenges your views?

3. How can you cultivate relationships that sharpen your discernment?
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Day 8: & Seeking Wise Counsel

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify people you trust who can offer wise counsel.

2. Write about a time counsel changed the course of a decision for good.

3. Plan how to intentionally seek advice for your next major decision.
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Day 8: & Seeking Wise Counsel

Prayer for Today

Father, surround me with wise counselors who point me to You. Give me
humility to listen and discernment to apply godly advice. Keep me from pride
and isolation, and lead me in fellowship that strengthens my faith and

wisdom. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /\, &[]
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Day 9: ) Discernment as Spiritual
Sensitivity
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Day 9: () Discernment as Spiritual Sensitivity

Your Verse

Hebrews 5:14 NIV "But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have
trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Corinthians 2:14 - "The person without the Spirit does not accept the
things that come from the Spirit of God.”

e Proverbs 2:2-5 - "Incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to
understanding...”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Discerning Truth: Lessons from the Gibeonite Deception Page 55 0f 130

Day 9: () Discernment as Spiritual Sensitivity

Devotional: Cultivate Your Spiritual Discernment
Regularly

Discernment grows through spiritual maturity and intentional practice.
Israel’s mistake lay in not using the spiritual senses God gave them to test
appearances.

Developing discernment is like training a muscle — it requires repetition,
sensitivity, and aligning with God's Spirit. As we grow closer to God through
prayer and Scripture, our spiritual perception sharpens.

Make discernment a daily practice. Listen for God’s voice, compare situations
with His Word, and notice how the Holy Spirit alerts you when something is
off. This spiritual sensitivity protects, guides, and strengthens your faith walk
daily.
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Day 9: () Discernment as Spiritual Sensitivity

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways have you noticed your spiritual discernment growing?

2. What daily habits help strengthen your sensitivity to God’s guidance?

3. How can you better recognize the Holy Spirit’s promptings in your
decisions?
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Day 9: () Discernment as Spiritual Sensitivity

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a specific moment God’s Spirit warned or guided you.

2. Outline a daily routine for growing spiritual awareness.

3. Reflect on challenges you face when trying to discern God’s voice.
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Day 9: () Discernment as Spiritual Sensitivity

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, increase my sensitivity to Your promptings. Train my heart and
mind to distinguish good from evil through Your guidance. Help me grow in
spiritual maturity and to respond quickly to Your leading. I desire to walk
closely with You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, £3 []
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Day 10: () Aligning Decisions with God’s
Purposes
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Day 10: ¢©) Aligning Decisions with God’s Purposes

Your Verse

Romans 12:2 NIV "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Jeremiah 29:11 - "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord.

e Psalm 37:23 - "The Lord makes firm the steps of the one who delights in
him.”
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Day 10: ¢©) Aligning Decisions with God’s Purposes

Devotional: Seek God's Purpose in Every Decision

Aligning choices with God's purpose helps avoid pitfalls and leads to lasting
fruit. The Gibeonite deception distracted Israel and posed long-term
challenges to God’s plan.

When we allow worldly pressures or selfish desires to influence decisions, we
risk stepping away from God's intended path. Renewal of the mind —
through Scripture and prayer — helps us see beyond immediate gains or
fears to the bigger picture God has for us.

Commit to seeking God’s purpose in all things. Let this alignment guide your
choices so that your decisions bring blessing and reflect His glory.
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Day 10: ¢©) Aligning Decisions with God’s Purposes

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you discern if a decision aligns with God’s greater purpose?

2. What distractions or worldly influences challenge your alignment with
Him?

3. How can renewing your mind impact your decision-making process?
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Day 10: ¢©) Aligning Decisions with God’s Purposes

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on a past choice that honored God’s purpose and the result.

2. Journal ways you can renew your mind daily with God’s Word.

3. Write down one decision you will seek God’s purpose for this week.
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Day 10: ¢©) Aligning Decisions with God’s Purposes

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to align my heart and decisions with Your divine purposes.
Transform my mind through Your Word so I may walk in Your perfect will
and bring glory to Your name. Guide my steps this day and every day. In Jesus’

name, Amen. J\, @
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Day 11: @ Guarding Against Compromise
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Day 11: @ Guarding Against Compromise

Your Verse

1 Corinthians 15:33 NIV "Do not be misled: ‘Bad company corrupts good
character.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 5:11 - "Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of
darkness.”

e James 4:4 - "Friendship with the world is enmity with God.”
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Day 11: @ Guarding Against Compromise

Devotional; Maintain Boundaries to Protect Your Faith

The Gibeonites’ demand compromised Israel’s purity and mission. Making
an agreement with those opposed to God’s plan brought risk and confusion.

Compromise often starts small but can gradually lead us away from God's
best. We must protect ourselves by discerning what or whom we allow into
our spheres of influence and agreements.

Protect your spiritual integrity by setting clear boundaries and staying alert to
influences that could pull you away from God. Discernment helps you
identify when compromise endangers your faith and purpose.
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Day 11: @ Guarding Against Compromise

Reflect and Apply

1. Where in your life might compromise be threatening your relationship
with God?

2. How do you set healthy boundaries to protect your spiritual walk?

3. What steps can you take to remain steadfast against negative influences?
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Day 11: @ Guarding Against Compromise

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you faced pressure to compromise your values.

2. Journal specific boundaries you want to establish in relationships or
activities.

3. Reflect on ways God has helped you resist compromise.
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Day 11: @ Guarding Against Compromise

Prayer for Today

Lord, grant me the strength to stand firm and guard my heart against
compromise. Help me set boundaries that honor You and protect my faith.
Surround me with Your truth and keep me vigilant against influences that
would harm my walk with You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. {% J\, &
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Day 12: #2 Learning From Past Mistakes
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Day 12: #2 Learning From Past Mistakes

Your Verse

Psalm 119:71 NIV "It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn your
decrees.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 8:28 - "In all things God works for the good of those who love
him.”

e 2 Timothy 3:16 - "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching... correction.”
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Day 12: #2 Learning From Past Mistakes

Devotional: Grow Through God’s Lessons in Mistakes

Israel’s experience with the Gibeonites was painful but instructive. Mistakes
are opportunities for growth when we allow God to teach us through them.

Rather than dwell in regret, seek God's purpose in your errors to gain wisdom
and strengthen your faith. Scripture corrects and refines us, preparing us for
better decisions in the future.

Embrace God’s lessons through hardship as a path to maturity and deeper
discernment. God redeems our mistakes and uses them for His eternal good.
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Day 12: #2 Learning From Past Mistakes

Reflect and Apply

1. How have past mistakes helped you grow closer to God?

2. What lessons has God taught you through challenges or poor choices?

3. How can you apply these lessons to future decisions?
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Day 12: #2 Learning From Past Mistakes

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a specific mistake and what God revealed through it.

2. Journal how understanding God’s purposes has shaped your spiritual
growth.

3. Reflect on how you can encourage others with lessons from your
experiences.
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Day 12: #2 Learning From Past Mistakes

Prayer for Today

Thank You, Lord, for using my mistakes to teach and refine me. Help me
embrace Your correction with humility and grace. Let my past build my faith
and wisdom so I may honor You with every choice. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /J\,

Efw
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Day 13: [] Trusting Scripture as Final
Authority
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Day 13: [[] Trusting Scripture as Final Authority

Your Verse

2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV "All Scripture is God-breathed and is usetul for
teaching, rebuking...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 119:11 - "I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin
against you.”

e [saiah 40:8 - "The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our
God endures forever.”
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Day 13: [[] Trusting Scripture as Final Authority

Devotional: Let Scripture Guide Every Decision

God’s Word is our unchanging, trustworthy guide in all decisions. Israel’s
failure to apply Scripture underscores the dangers of neglecting it.

We live in a world full of competing messages and shifting morals. Grounding
yourself in the Bible gives clarity and steadfastness amidst confusion.

Let Scripture be the final authority bearing on your choices. Study it
diligently, memorize it, and return to it often. Trust its eternal wisdom above
all else.
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Day 13: [[] Trusting Scripture as Final Authority

Reflect and Apply

1. How often do you turn to Scripture when faced with decisions?

2. What Bible verses help you when discerning truth?

3. How can you deepen your commitment to God’s Word today?
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Day 13: [[] Trusting Scripture as Final Authority

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite your favorite Bible verses that guide your decisions.

2. Journal about ways to incorporate Scripture more into your daily life.

3. Reflect on how Scripture has saved you from poor choices.
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Day 13: [[] Trusting Scripture as Final Authority

Prayer for Today

Father, help me treasure Your Word and apply it in every decision I face. Make
it alamp to my feet and a light to my path. Guard me from false teachings and
guide me always with Your truth. In Jesus’ name, Amen. [ ] J\, &
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Day 14: 9 Obedience Over Convenience
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Day 14: € Obedience Over Convenience

Your Verse

John 14:15 NIV "If you love me, keep my commands.”
Supporting Scriptures

 Deuteronomy 5:33 - "Walk in obedience to all that the Lord your God has
commanded you.”

e Romans 12:1 - "Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to
God.”
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Day 14: € Obedience Over Convenience

Devotional: Choose Obedience Over Easy Options

Israel compromised immediate convenience for a covenant, but it required
ongoing obedience and cost. Likewise, God calls us to obey His commands
even when obedience demands sacrifice.

True love for God expresses itself in obedience, not shortcuts. Choosing
obedience may not always be easy or popular, but it aligns us with God’s best.

The path of obedience ensures peace, protection, and blessing, surpassing
temporary convenience. Commit today to obey God wholeheartedly, trusting
His ways.
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Day 14: € Obedience Over Convenience

Reflect and Apply

1. Where do you struggle to obey because convenience tempts you?

2. How does obedience deepen your relationship with God?

3. What steps can you take to prioritize obedience consistently?
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Day 14: € Obedience Over Convenience

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time obedience brought blessing even though it was hard.

2. Journal areas where convenience is challenging your faithfulness.

3. Plan practical ways to cultivate obedience in your daily life.
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Day 14: € Obedience Over Convenience

Prayer for Today

Lord, give me the strength to obey You fully, even when it is difficult. Help me
to love You enough to follow Your commands above convenience or comfort.
Teach me to find joy in obedience and faithfulness. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /),

b
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Day 15: €3 The Role of Integrity in Decision-
Making
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Day 15: €3 The Role of Integrity in Decision-Making

Your Verse

Proverbs 10:9 NIV "Whoever walks in integrity walks securely...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 25:21 - "May integrity and uprightness protect me.”
e 2 Corinthians 8:21 - "We want to be caretul to do what is right...”
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Day 15: €3 The Role of Integrity in Decision-Making

Devotional: Live With Integrity in All Choices

Integrity means being consistent with God’s truth in thought, word, and deed.
Israel's leaders’ decision lacked integrity because they did not seek God’s will
first.

Integrity builds trust and secure footing in your life, influencing how you
make and keep decisions. It requires honesty with yourself and God, avoiding
shortcuts or deceit.

Lived integrity aligns your life with God’s character and leads to lasting peace.
Strive to live transparently before God and others, especially when making
choices.
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Day 15: €3 The Role of Integrity in Decision-Making

Reflect and Apply

1. How do your decisions reflect your integrity before God and others?

2. In what ways can you cultivate greater honesty and uprightness?

3. What challenges to integrity do you face in decision-making?
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Day 15: €3 The Role of Integrity in Decision-Making

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a difficult situation where integrity was tested.

2. Journal ways to confess and overcome areas lacking integrity.

3. Reflect on the peace that comes from living honestly.
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Day 15: €3 The Role of Integrity in Decision-Making

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to live with integrity in every part of my life. Keep me honest
and transparent, and give me courage to make right decisions even when it is
hard. May my life reflect Your truth and character. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /),

Efa
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Day 16: 3% God’s Faithfulness Through
Generations
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Day 16: £ God’s Faithfulness Through Generations

Your Verse

Deuteronomy 7:9 NIV "The Lord your God is faithful to a thousand
generations...”

Supporting Scriptures

 Lamentations 3:22-23 - "Because of the Lord's great love we are not
consumed...”

e Psalm 100:5 - "The Lord is good and his love endures forever.”
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Day 16: £ God’s Faithfulness Through Generations

Devotional: Anchor Your Decisions in God’s
Faithfulness

God’s faithfulness extends beyond our immediate circumstances into
generations. Despite Israel’s errors, God remained faithful to fulfill His
promises.

This reminds us that God is steady and true even when we falter. His
purposes remain firm across time and through our lives.

Trust in God’s faithfulness sustains you and encourages wise decisions that
honor His eternal plan and bless future generations. Let His steadfast love be
your anchor today.
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Day 16: £ God’s Faithfulness Through Generations

Reflect and Apply

1. How does God’s faithfulness encourage you during uncertain decisions?

2. In what ways might your decisions affect future generations?

3. How can trusting God’s steadfast love influence your choices?
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Day 16: £ God’s Faithfulness Through Generations

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about ways you have seen God'’s faithfulness in your life.

2. Reflect on the legacy you want to leave in your decisions.

3. Journal prayers asking God to help you impact future generations
positively.
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Day 16: £ God’s Faithfulness Through Generations

Prayer for Today

God, Your faithfulness amazes me and gives me hope. Help me to trust You
deeply as I make decisions that affect not only me but those around me and
beyond. May my choices honor You and lift Your name for generations to

come. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\ @ ¥
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Day 17: (-J Speaking Truth with Love
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Day 17: (-] Speaking Truth with Love

Your Verse

Ephesians 4:15 NIV "Speak the truth in love...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 27:6 - "Wounds from a friend can be trusted.”
e Colossians 4:6 - "Let your conversation be always full of grace...”
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Day 17: (-] Speaking Truth with Love

Devotional: Balance Truth and Love in All Speech

Truth without love can condemn,; love without truth can deceive. Israel’s
leaders received deceptive words but lacked heart-level discernment and
accountability.

Speaking and hearing truth with love builds trust, encourages growth, and
protects from deception. Practicing this in your relationships helps guard
your heart and decision-making.

Commit to honest, loving communication both with God and others. This
cultivates integrity, clarity, and faithful partnerships.
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Day 17: (-] Speaking Truth with Love

Reflect and Apply

1. How well do you communicate truth with love in your relationships?

2. Where might you need to receive or offer loving correction?

3. How does honest communication impact your discernment?
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Day 17: (-] Speaking Truth with Love

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you benefited from loving truth spoken to you.

2. Journal how you can improve your communication to be both truthful
and kind.

3. Reflect on the role of honesty in your spiritual growth.
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Day 17: (-] Speaking Truth with Love

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to speak truth with love and to receive it graciously. Teach me
to communicate in ways that build up and protect. Give me wisdom to discern
when to speak, listen, and act with humility and grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

ANEEE 4
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Day 18: Q Testing Everything by God’s
Word
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Day 18: Q Testing Everything by God’s Word
Your Verse

1 Thessalonians 5:21 NIV "But test them all; hold on to what is good.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Acts 17:11 - "They examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul
said was true.”

e John 7:17 - "If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether
my teaching comes from God.”
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Day 18: Q) Testing Everything by God’s Word
Devotional: Regularly Test Decisions With Scripture

Israel accepted the Gibeonites’ story without testing it against God’s truth,
leading to deception. Scripture commands us to test all teachings, ideas, and
decisions by God’s Word.

Engaging Scripture actively sharpens discernment and protects you from
harmful error. God invites us into an ongoing examination of what we hear
and believe.

Make testing against Scripture your standard habit—this protects your faith
and ensures your decisions align with God’s will.
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Day 18: Q) Testing Everything by God’s Word
Reflect and Apply

1. How often do you verify teachings or advice against the Bible?

2. What steps can you take to ensure your decisions align with Scripture?

3. Are there areas of your life where you need to reexamine choices by God’s
Word?
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Day 18: Q) Testing Everything by God’s Word
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a situation where testing Scripture helped clarify a decision.

2. Journal a plan to study Scripture more intentionally.

3. Reflect on the peace that comes from obedience to God’s truth.
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Day 18: Q Testing Everything by God’s Word

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to test all things by Your Word and hold fast to what is good.
Protect me from deception and guide me into truth that sets me free. May
Scripture be my daily anchor and judge in every decision. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. A Q)
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Day 19: A Walking in Step With the Holy
Spirit
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Day 19: A Walking in Step With the Holy Spirit
Your Verse

Galatians 5:25 NIV "Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 8:14 - "For those who are led by the Spirit of God are children of
God.”

e John 16:13 - "The Spirit of truth will guide you into all the truth.”
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Day 19: £ Walking in Step With the Holy Spirit
Devotional: Follow the Holy Spirit’s Leading Daily

Discernment occurs as we learn to follow the Holy Spirit’s leading daily.
Israel’s failure included ignoring God’s express guidance in favor of surface
appearances.

The Spirit's guidance is continuous, gentle, and aligned perfectly with
Scripture. Cultivating sensitivity to His leading protects us from deception
and results in peace-filled decisions.

Practice listening and responding to the Spirit’s voice. This walk with God
builds trust and clarity as you face decisions.
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Day 19: £ Walking in Step With the Holy Spirit
Reflect and Apply

1. How connected do you feel to the Holy Spirit’s guidance in your
decisions?

2. What practices help you become more sensitive to the Spirit's voice?

3. How can you respond more obediently when the Spirit prompts you?
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Day 19: £ Walking in Step With the Holy Spirit
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you experienced clear guidance from the Holy Spirit.

2. Journal your current habits to cultivate Spirit-led living.

3. Reflect on steps you can take to strengthen your spiritual sensitivity.
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Day 19: A Walking in Step With the Holy Spirit

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, lead me and help me follow Your voice daily. Open my heart to
your guidance and give me courage to obey promptly. Teach me to discern
truth and walk faithfully with You in every decision. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

AOL
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Day 20: #¢ Living Out Our Discernment
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Day 20: 2 Living Out Our Discernment

Your Verse
Ephesians 5:10 NIV "...find out what pleases the Lord.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 1:10 - "Live a life worthy of the Lord and please Him in every

/4

way.
e Micah 6:8 - "..to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with

your God.”
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Day 20: £Z Living Out Our Discernment

Devotional: Let Discernment Shape Your Daily Life

Discernment is not just for making decisions but for daily living that honors
God. Israel’s story illustrates the consequences when discernment isn’t
applied consistently.

Living a discerned life means pursuing choices that please God, manifest
justice, mercy, and humility. It colors every action and interaction.

Commit to living out discernment practically in your relationships, work, and
worship. Let your life be a testimony of God’s wisdom guiding your steps.
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Day 20: £Z Living Out Our Discernment

Reflect and Apply

1. How does discernment influence your daily habits and attitudes?

2. What areas of your life need greater alignment with God’s will?

3. How can your choices be a witness of God’s wisdom to others?
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Day 20: 2 Living Out Our Discernment

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about ways you can show discernment in your daily routine.

2. Journal specific actions that reflect justice, mercy, and humility.

3. Reflect on how living with discernment inspires those around you.
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Day 20: 2 Living Out Our Discernment

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to live a life marked by discernment that pleases You. May my
actions and words reflect Your justice, mercy, and humility. Use me as a
witness of Your wisdom and love in the world. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /\, @

&
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Day 21: £ Embracing a Lifelong Journey of
Discernment
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Day 21: £} Embracing a Lifelong Journey of Discernment

Your Verse

Proverbs 4:7 NIV "The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. Though it
cost all you have, get understanding.”

Supporting Scriptures

o James 3:17 - "The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure...
peaceful..”

o Psalm 111:10 - "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Discerning Truth: Lessons from the Gibeonite Deception Page 127 0f 130

Day 21: £} Embracing a Lifelong Journey of Discernment

Devotional: Commit to Growing in Wisdom Daily

Discernment is a lifelong pursuit requiring continual growth. Israel’s story
stands as a reminder that wisdom begins with a heart tuned to God.

Seek wisdom relentlessly and be open to God's refining in all seasons of life.
The pursuit shapes your character and equips you to make decisions that
honor God deeply.

May this 21-day journey inspire you to embrace discernment not as a one-
time task but as a daily commitment with eternal significance. Walk forward
in God’s wisdom, confident and steady.
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Day 21: £} Embracing a Lifelong Journey of Discernment

Reflect and Apply

1. What steps will you take to pursue discernment beyond this study?

2. How does fearing the Lord shape your understanding of wisdom?

3. How can you encourage others to seek God’s wisdom too?
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Day 21: £} Embracing a Lifelong Journey of Discernment

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a personal commitment statement to grow in discernment daily.

2. Journal how the fear of the Lord transforms your choices.

3. Plan ways to share God’s wisdom with family or community.
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Day 21: £} Embracing a Lifelong Journey of Discernment

Prayer for Today

Father, I commit to lifelong growth in wisdom and discernment. Help me to
fear You rightly and seek understanding diligently. May Your heavenly
wisdom guide all my steps and decisions, now and always. Empower me to
reflect Your truth and grace in all I do. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, &
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