Discovering Freedom: The
Slave Girl with a Spirit of
Divination
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Explore the story of the slave girl with a spirit of
divination to understand spiritual bondage, God’s
power, and true freedom.
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Introduction

The Slave Girl with a Spirit of Divination is a compelling story found in Acts
16:16-40. It reveals deep spiritual truths about bondage, deliverance, and
God’s sovereignty. This woman, possessed by a spirit that foretold the future,
was exploited for profit, marking her as a symbol of both spiritual captivity
and human mistreatment.

Through her story, we observe the intersecting themes of suffering, spiritual
realms, and the authority of Jesus Christ. Although her owner’s livelihood
depended on her spirit, this did not diminish the destructive nature of her
possession. Paul and Silas, through the Holy Spirit, confront the powers
behind her affliction, setting her free in Jesus’ name.

This Bible study plan will guide you through seven days of reflection and
insight on this narrative. You will explore the nature of spiritual bondage, the
courage of faith, God’s deliverance, and ultimate freedom. Along the way;,
you'll be challenged to examine your own spiritual position and consider how
God might be calling you to freedom, healing, or boldness in Christ.

As you engage with the Scriptures and devotional thoughts, consider the
power of Jesus Christ to break every chain and bring abundant life. May this
week draw you closer to God’s heart and empower you to walk in His victory.
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Your Verse

Acts 16:16 - "Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by
a female slave who had a spirit by which she predicted the future.”

Supporting Scriptures

 John 8:34 - "Jesus replied, 'Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a
slave to sin.”

o 2 Timothy 2:24 - "The Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but must
be kind to everyone.”
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Devotional: Recognizing Spiritual Bondage

Understanding spiritual bondage starts with recognizing it. In Acts 16:16, we
meet a slave girl who was possessed by a spirit enabling her to predict the
future. While this may seem intriguing, her gift was a curse as it enslaved her
and was exploited by others for profit.

This story challenges us to look beyond the surface. The girl’s spiritual
oppression speaks volumes about the spiritual battles individuals can face,
often unseen. Jesus himself said in John 8:34 that sin enslaves people, and
this girl was a vivid example of captivity.

How often are we blinded to spiritual forces at work around us—even within
ourselves? This first day invites you to begin observing and praying for
awareness. Recognizing bondage allows God to begin the work of liberation
in us and those we encounter.

Let’s approach today with open eyes and hearts, asking God to help us see
where freedom is needed.
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Reflect and Apply

1. What areas in your life or community might be under spiritual bondage?

2. How does recognizing bondage help initiate the process of freedom?

3. What can you learn from the way the slave girl’s situation was exploited?
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Journaling Prompts

1. List any areas where you feel spiritually or emotionally trapped.

2. Describe a time when you sensed God revealing hidden struggles to you.

3. Write down prayers asking God for clarity to see spiritual realities.
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Prayer for Today

Lord, open my eyes to see the spiritual bondage around me and within me.
Help me to recognize the areas where I need Your freedom and healing. May I
learn from the story of the slave girl and trust You to bring deliverance. Fill me
with Your peace and truth today as I begin this journey of discovery. In Jesus'

name, amen. J)\, ¥ >
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Day 2: $%& The Power of Spiritual Gifts
Misused
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Day 2: 3% The Power of Spiritual Gifts Misused

Your Verse

Acts 16:17 - "This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men
are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Corinthians 12:4 - "There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit
distributes them.”

e 2 Corinthians 11:14 - "Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.”
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Day 2: 3% The Power of Spiritual Gifts Misused

Devotional: Discerning True Spiritual Gifts

The spirit that empowered the slave girl to predict the future was deceptive
and controlling. While she declared truth about Paul and Silas being servants
of God, her spirit was not from God. This paradox reminds us that spiritual
gifts can be misused or come from sources other than the Holy Spirit.

Paul’s ministry was authenticated by the Holy Spirit's power, yet the girl’s
spirit was a counterfeit. This warns us to carefully discern the origin and
purpose of spiritual manifestations around us, for not all are from God.

Consider the ways spiritual gifts can be abused when used for personal gain
or manipulation. It also raises the reality of spiritual warfare—Satan can
disguise deception as light, confusing many.

Today, ask God for discernment to distinguish His voice and gifts from
falsehoods.
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Day 2: 3% The Power of Spiritual Gifts Misused

Reflect and Apply

1. How can you tell if a spiritual gift or message comes from God?

2. Have you ever encountered spiritual gifts being misused? How did it
affect you?

3. What role does discernment play in your spiritual walk?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Discovering Freedom: The Slave Girl with a Spirit of Divination Page 14 of 45

Day 2: 3% The Power of Spiritual Gifts Misused

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you sensed a spiritual gift was genuine or counterfeit.

2. Reflect on how you can grow in spiritual discernment.

3. List questions you have about spiritual gifts and seek Scripture answers.
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Day 2: 3% The Power of Spiritual Gifts Misused

Prayer for Today

Father, grant me the gift of discernment today. Help me to recognize Your
Spirit’s work and avoid deception. Teach me to use spiritual gifts humbly and
rightly, aligned with Your purposes. Guard my heart from confusion and lead
me to truth. In Jesus' name, Amen. Q J\ €
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Day 3: @ Confronting False Powers
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Day 3: @ Confronting False Powers

Your Verse

Acts 16:18 - "Paul became greatly annoyed, turned around and said to the

spirit, 'In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!’ And it
came out that very hour.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Mark 16:17 - "These signs will accompany those who believe: ... they will
drive out demons in my name.”

 Ephesians 6:12 - "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against... the powers of this dark world.”
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Day 3: @ Confronting False Powers

Devotional: Authority Over Demonic Forces

Paul’s boldness to confront the spirit controlling the slave girl reveals the
authority believers have in Jesus’ name. He commands the spirit to leave, and
it obeys immediately. This contrasts with the fear many feel about spiritual
warfare and shows that Jesus' name carries power over dark forces.

The story highlights that the true battle is spiritual but must be faced head-on
with faith and authority from Christ. This calling can inspire believers to
stand firm against deception and bondage.

How ready are you to confront false powers in your life or the lives of others?
Spiritual oppression often requires bold prayer and obedience to God's
leading.

Today, meditate on the power given to believers to overcome evil in Jesus’
name.
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Day 3: @ Confronting False Powers

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean to have authority over dark spiritual powers?

2. Are there areas in your life where you need to exercise this authority?

3. How can believers prepare themselves for spiritual confrontation?
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Day 3: @ Confronting False Powers

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time when you or someone you know prayed boldly against
spiritual oppression.

2. Write a prayer declaring Jesus' authority in your circumstances.

3. List Scripture verses that affirm your spiritual authority.
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Day 3: @ Confronting False Powers

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for the authority You give me over all the power of the
enemy. Help me to stand bold and fearless in Your name. Equip me to
confront spiritual darkness with prayer and faith. May Your light shine
through me always. Amen. [[{] & J\
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Day 4: 88 The Cost of Freedom
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Day 4: 8B The Cost of Freedom

Your Verse

Acts 16:19-24 - "When her owners realized that their hope of making money

was gone... they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace
to face the authorities.”

Supporting Scriptures

 John 15:18 - "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.”

2 Timothy 3:12 - "In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted.”
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Day 4: 8B The Cost of Freedom

Devotional: When Freedom Costs Us

The slave girl’s deliverance from the spirit had a consequence. Her owners
lost their source of income and retaliated by having Paul and Silas
imprisoned. This shows that standing for truth and opposing darkness often
comes with opposition and suffering.

Freedom in Christ can provoke resistance from those invested in the status
quo. Paul and Silas didn’t back down despite the cost. Their example
challenges us to remain faithful when freedom requires sacrifice.

Consider the costs you may face when embracing God's freedom and truth.
Are you willing to endure hardship for Christ’s sake?

Reflect on how suffering can refine faith and bring glory to God.
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Day 4: 8B The Cost of Freedom

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you respond to opposition or suffering for your faith?

2. What freedoms has Christ given you, and what might you have to
sacrifice to live them out?

3. Can you identify ways your faith has challenged societal or relational
norms?
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Day 4: 8B The Cost of Freedom

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a challenge you faced because of your spiritual convictions.

2. Reflect on how God helped you persevere through difficulties.

3. List ways you can prepare spiritually for potential opposition.
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Day 4: 8B The Cost of Freedom

Prayer for Today

Jesus, give me strength to stand firm when facing opposition. Help me to
remember that suffering for You is never wasted. May I find joy in Your
presence during trials and trust You to deliver at the right time. Keep me
steadfast and courageous. Amen. (& [[F] €3
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Day 5: (® Chains Broken by Praise

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Discovering Freedom: The Slave Girl with a Spirit of Divination Page 29 of 45

Day 5: (& Chains Broken by Praise

Your Verse

Acts 16:25-26 - "About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God... Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the
foundations of the prison were shaken.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 147:3 - "He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.”

o Hebrews 13:15 - "Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God
a sacrifice of praise.”
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Day 5: (& Chains Broken by Praise

Devotional: The Power of Praise in Prison

In prison, Paul and Silas chose praise and prayer over despair. Their worship
triggered a miraculous earthquake that opened their prison doors and broke
their chains. This powerful moment reveals how praise is a weapon in
spiritual warfare and a pathway to breakthrough.

When we focus on God’s greatness amid trials, we invite His power to move.
Praising God doesn’t ignore hardship; it trusts His sovereignty above all.

Is your response to struggles to complain, or to worship?Learning to praise
God regardless of circumstances can transform our experience and open
doors of liberty.

Today, cultivate a heart of worship even in your most challenging moments.
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Day 5: (& Chains Broken by Praise

Reflect and Apply

1. How has worship helped you through difficult times?

Page 31 of 45

2. In what ways can praise be a spiritual weapon?

3. What prevents you from praising God during hardships?
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Day 5: (& Chains Broken by Praise

Journaling Prompts

1. List some songs or Scriptures that encourage you to praise God.

2. Write about a time when praising God changed your perspective on
suffering.

3. Describe how you can incorporate more praise in your daily life.
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Day 5: (& Chains Broken by Praise

Prayer for Today

God, teach me to praise You in every circumstance. Help me find joy in Your
presence even when chains surround me. May my worship invite Your power
and bring freedom to my life. I trust in Your awesome might and love. Amen.

RS
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Day 6: & Spiritual Freedom and Witness

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Discovering Freedom: The Slave Girl with a Spirit of Divination Page 35 of 45

Day 6: & Spiritual Freedom and Witness

Your Verse

Acts 16:30-31 - "What must I do to be saved? They replied, ‘Believe in the
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved— you and your household.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 10:9 - "If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved.”

e Galatians 5:1 - "It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.”
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Day 6: & Spiritual Freedom and Witness

Devotional: Salvation Brings True Freedom

The jailer’s question in Acts 16 marks a turning point. After witnessing
miraculous freedom, he wants to know how to be saved. The answer — belief
in Jesus — offers not only forgiveness but spiritual liberty for him and his

household.

This teaches us the ultimate freedom available to all: salvation through Jesus
Christ. Freedom from sin and spiritual slavery is available when we trust Him
wholeheartedly.

As believers, we are called to share this good news freely so others may also
experience liberation and hope.

Reflect on your personal experience of freedom in Christ and how you can
witness to others.
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Day 6: & Spiritual Freedom and Witness

Reflect and Apply

1. How has your faith in Jesus brought freedom to your life?

2. Who in your life needs to hear the message of salvation?

3. What does it mean to live daily in the freedom Christ provides?
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Day 6: & Spiritual Freedom and Witness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write your personal testimony of finding freedom in Jesus.

Page 38 of 45

2. List people you can encourage with the gospel this week.

3. Reflect on ways you can grow in living out your freedom.
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Day 6: & Spiritual Freedom and Witness

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for the freedom salvation brings. Help me live boldly in
Your liberty and share this life-giving message with those around me. Lead
me to those seeking hope and guide my words and actions. I praise You for
Your grace and truth. Amen. 7] 3% /)
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Day 7: 9 Walking in Freedom Daily
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Day 7: €9 Walking in Freedom Daily
Your Verse

Galatians 5:13 - "You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do

not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly
in love.”

Supporting Scriptures

 John 8:36 - "So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

e Romans 6:22 - "But now that you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness.”
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Day 7: €9 Walking in Freedom Daily

Devotional: Embracing Freedom with Love

True freedom in Christ is not simply about release from oppression but living
in a new way that honors God and serves others. Paul’s letter to the Galatians
reminds us to use our freedom responsibly, loving and serving rather than
indulging selfish desires.

Walking in freedom means daily choosing holiness, sacrifice, and humility. It
is an ongoing journey shaped by the Holy Spirit’s power.

How will you live out your freedom intentionally today?Reflecting on the
slave girl’s story, may you be inspired to embrace both the grace and
responsibility freedom presents.

Take this time to commit yourself to a life marked by love and service.
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Day 7: €9 Walking in Freedom Daily

Reflect and Apply

1. What does living in freedom mean for your daily choices?

2. How can you serve others as an expression of your freedom in Christ?

3. In what ways does humility shape your walk of faith?
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Day 7: €9 Walking in Freedom Daily

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe how you can use your freedom to bless others.

2. Write about struggles you face in living holy and how prayer can help.

3. Set goals for growing in love and service this week.
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Day 7: €9 Walking in Freedom Daily

Prayer for Today

Father, help me walk in the freedom Jesus offers with love and humility.
Teach me to serve others selflessly and honor You in all my actions. May my
life reflect Your grace and truth every day. Thank You for setting me free

indeed. Amen. € €3 /\,
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