Discovering the Treasure:
The Gospels and God's
Kingdom

Explore the unparalleled value of God’s kingdom
through the Gospels, focusing on Matthew 13:45—
46 and the true worth beyond worldly wealth.
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Introduction

The Gospels are the heart of the New Testament, presenting the life, message,
and mission of Jesus Christ. Each Gospel writer—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John—offers a unique perspective on who Jesus is, His kingdom, and how His
teachings call us to a life transformed by grace and truth. Central to these
writings is the idea of God's kingdom—a realm that transcends earthly riches
and invites us into a treasure more valuable than any possession.

One of the most vivid parables about the kingdom’s worth is found in
Matthew 13:45—46, the Pearl of Great Price. Jesus compares the kingdom of
heaven to a merchant seeking fine pearls who, upon finding one of great
value, sells everything to obtain it. This image powerfully illustrates what it
means to prioritize God’s kingdom above all else. It challenges us to evaluate
our own hearts and ask: What do we truly treasure? What costs are we willing
to pay to own the kingdom?

Over the next three days, we will journey through key Gospel passages that
help us understand the nature of Jesus’ kingdom, the radical call to forsake
worldly attachments, and the joy of embracing a treasure that never fades.
Through prayer, reflection, and Scripture, you will be encouraged to deepen
your appreciation for the value of God’s kingdom and examine how it shapes
your daily life.

Let us open our hearts to the truth that nothing in this world compares to the
riches found in Christ. As we explore these passages, may you be inspired to
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live in the freedom and hope that comes from pursuing the eternal pearl that
is God’s kingdom.
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Day 1: Q Understanding the Pearl of Great
Price
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Day 1: Q Understanding the Pearl of Great Price

Your Verse

Matthew 13:45-46 - "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and
sold everything he had and bought it.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 3:8 - "I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”

e 1Timothy 6:7-8 - "..we brought nothing into the world, and we can take
nothing out of it.”
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Day 1: Q Understanding the Pearl of Great Price

Devotional: The Supreme Value of God’s Kingdom

What makes the kingdom of heaven invaluable? The parable of the pearlin
Matthew 13:45—46 reveals a merchant searching for something rare and
precious—fine pearls. Upon discovering one of great value, he sells all his
possessions to buy it. This story illustrates that the kingdom of heaven
surpasses all earthly wealth, deserving total commitment.

In our lives, we often chase temporary riches—money, status, comfort. Yet
these fade or fail to satisfy. Paul echoes this in Philippians 3:8 when he calls
knowing Christ the "surpassing worth” worth more than anything else. Our
earthly possessions are fleeting; God’s kingdom is eternal. The merchant’s
decision to sell everything is a metaphor for surrendering all that we hold
dear to grasp God's kingdom fully.

Reflect on what “selling everything” means for you. Are there attachments or
distractions keeping you from embracing the kingdom? God invites us to
prioritize Him, promising that what we gain in Him will more than
compensate for what we relinquish. When we treasure God's kingdom over
worldly things, we experience real freedom and joy.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Discovering the Treasure: The Gospels and God's Kingdom Page 8 of 22

Day 1: Q Understanding the Pearl of Great Price

Reflect and Apply

1. What are the 'pearls’ or treasures you currently seek in life?

2. How does the parable challenge your view of what is truly valuable?

3. In what ways might God be inviting you to surrender something for the
sake of His kingdom?
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Day 1: Q Understanding the Pearl of Great Price

Journaling Prompts

1. List the things you value most and consider how they compare to your
value of God’s kingdom.

2. Write about a time when you had to let go of something valuable to grow
in your faith.

3. Describe how you can actively pursue the pearl of great price’ in your
daily life.
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Day 1: Q Understanding the Pearl of Great Price

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to see the incomparable worth of Your kingdom. Teach me to
release my grip on worldly things that distract me from You. Give me courage
to surrender all that I hold dear, trusting Your promise of eternal treasure. May
my heart be set on seeking and embracing Your kingdom above everything
else. Thank You for offering me a treasure worth more than riches. In Jesus’

name, Amen. J\ ) @ %>
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Day 2: [[] The Kingdom’s Radical Call
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Day 2: [[] The Kingdom’s Radical Call

Your Verse

Mark 10:21 - "Jesus looked at him and loved him. ‘One thing you lack,” he said.

Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Luke 14:33 - "In the same way; those of you who do not give up
everything you have cannot be my disciples.”

e Hebrews 12:1 - "Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that
so easily entangles.”
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Day 2: [[] The Kingdom’s Radical Call

Devotional: Surrendering All to Follow Jesus

Following Jesus is a call to total surrender. In Mark 10, Jesus challenges a rich
man to give up his possessions to gain treasure in heaven. This radical call
highlights that the kingdom requires more than surface-level faith; it
demands that we lay down anything that can become an idol in our hearts.

Similarly, Luke 14:33 declares that discipleship means renouncing all worldly
attachments. These Scriptures invite us to examine what entangles us—
whether wealth, comfort, pride, or control—and to let go so that nothing
prevents us from fully embracing God’s kingdom.

Hebrews encourages believers to strip away everything that hinders spiritual
growth. The challenge is personal and ongoing. What hinders you? What
idols compete for your devotion? God’s kingdom isn’t about accumulating

more but about surrendering all to gain more—more joy, peace, and eternal
life.

Today, ask God to reveal what you need to release and empower you to trust
Him fully. The reward of the kingdom far surpasses any sacrifice.
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Day 2: [[] The Kingdom’s Radical Call

Reflect and Apply

1. What might Jesus be asking you to 'sell’ or surrender to follow Him more
closely?

2. How do you balance responsible stewardship with the call to give up all?

3. What holds you back from fully trusting God with your life and
possessions?
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Day 2: [[] The Kingdom’s Radical Call

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about what "total surrender’ looks like for you personally.

2. Describe how past experiences have shaped your view of giving and
sacrifice.

3.Journal a prayer asking God to reveal areas where you need to let go.
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Day 2: [[] The Kingdom’s Radical Call

Prayer for Today

Father, I want to follow You with my whole heart. Reveal any areas in my life
where I cling to possessions or control. Help me to surrender these fully,
trusting in Your provision and love. Teach me to live with open hands,
confident in the treasure found in Your kingdom. Strengthen me to follow
Jesus boldly, no matter the cost. In His name I pray, Amen. () @ €} &
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Day 3: £ Living Out the Treasure Today
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Day 3: 3% Living Out the Treasure Today

Your Verse

Matthew 6:19-21 - "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth... But

store up for yourselves treasures in heaven... For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 3:2 - "Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”

e Psalm 62:10 - "Do not trust in extortion or put vain hope in stolen goods;
though your riches increase, do not set your heart on them.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Discovering the Treasure: The Gospels and God's Kingdom Page 19 of 22

Day 3: 3% Living Out the Treasure Today

Devotional: Aligning Heart and Treasure

The location of our treasure reveals where our heart truly rests. Jesus’
teaching in Matthew 6 challenges believers not to store up earthly treasures
prone to decay, but instead to invest in eternal riches. This isn't just a future
promise but a present invitation to live in a way that reflects kingdom values.

Setting our minds on things above, as Paul urges in Colossians 3:2, means
daily choosing what honors God and reflects His kingdom. Our priorities,
decisions, and attitudes embody where our treasure lies. The psalmist warns
against trusting in wealth or gain, which can easily become heart idols.

Living out the treasure means making kingdom values practical: generosity,
humility, love, and faithfulness. It means letting the truth of the pearl of great
price shape how we handle resources, relationships, and challenges. When
our heart is aligned with the kingdom, we experience peace and purpose that
worldly wealth cannot provide.

Take time today to consider your priorities. Where are you investing your
time, energy, and resources? Let this reflection guide you in living as a citizen
of God’s eternal kingdom.
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Day 3: 3% Living Out the Treasure Today

Reflect and Apply

1. Where is your heart’s treasure currently invested?

2. How can you make daily decisions that reflect kingdom values?

3. In what practical ways can you align your life with God’s eternal
priorities?
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Day 3: 3% Living Out the Treasure Today

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on your current priorities and how they match God’s kingdom.

2. Wrrite a plan for one area of your life to invest more in eternal treasures.

3. Journal about the peace or challenges you experience when living with
kingdom values.
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Day 3: 3% Living Out the Treasure Today

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, help me to treasure what You treasure. Align my heart with
Your kingdom and guide me to live every day reflecting Your eternal values.
Teach me to release earthly attachments and invest in what truly lasts. May
my life bring glory to You and manifest the joy of discovering the pearl of
great price. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /£ € (5 >
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