Embracing Childlike Faith
Through the Gospels

Explore the Gospels with a focus on childlike faith
as your gateway to God’s grace and the Kingdom of
Heaven.
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Introduction

The Gospels invite us into the heart of Jesus’ ministry, revealing not only His
teachings and miracles but also His profound love for all people—especially
the vulnerable and humble. One of the most striking passages is found in
Matthew 19:13—15, where children are brought to Jesus, and He welcomes
them, highlighting how essential childlike faith is to entering the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Childlike faithis often misunderstood as simplistic or naive, but in truth, it
represents trust, humility, openness, and dependence—qualities that
resonate deeply with God’s grace. Jesus' interaction with the children
challenges us to embrace these qualities in our own walk of faith, reminding
us that the Kingdom belongs to those who receive it as a child would.

Over the next three days, we will explore the meaning of the Kingdom of
Heaven through the Gospels and how adopting a childlike heart can
transform our relationship with God. Each day will focus on Scripture and
reflections designed to deepen your understanding and encourage a more
genuine faith experience. Let us set aside complexities and return to the
simplicity of trusting God fully. This journey will help unlock a grace-filled
life that flows from the heart of the King.
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Day 1: ¢ Welcomed by Jesus: The Value of
Childlike Faith
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Day 1: &) Welcomed by Jesus: The Value of Childlike Faith

Your Verse

Matthew 19:13-15 - Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me...”

Supporting Scriptures

o Mark 10:14 - “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them...”

o Luke 18:17 - “Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of
God like a little child will never enter it.”
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Day 1: &) Welcomed by Jesus: The Value of Childlike Faith

Devotional: Welcomed Like Children: Opening to
God's Grace

In Matthew 19:13—15, we see a beautiful scene where children are brought to
Jesus, and the disciples attempt to turn them away. But Jesus stops them with
a loving rebuke and says, “Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these” (v. 14).

This passage reveals the profound value Jesus places on childlike faith.
Children naturally exhibit trust without skepticism, dependence without
pride, and openness without judgment. These qualities resonate deeply with
the Kingdom of Heaven, where entrance is defined not by status or
achievements but by a heart open to receive God’s grace.

Jesus’ welcome of the children symbolizes that the Kingdom is accessible to
all, especially those who humbly recognize their need for God. It challenges
us to examine if we approach God with the same simplicity and trust. Is our
faith marked by openness and dependence, or are we trying to earn our place
through our own efforts?

Embracing a childlike faith invites us to relearn trust, hope, and humility,
unlocking the grace that Jesus freely offers. Let us begin this journey by
reflecting on how Jesus values and welcomes us just as we are—inviting us to
come with hearts wide open.
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Day 1: & Welcomed by Jesus: The Value of Childlike Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. How does the attitude of a child differ from typical adult approaches to
faith?

2. In what ways might pride or self-reliance hinder your experience of God’s
kingdom?

3. How can you cultivate a more ‘childlike’ trust in your daily walk with
God?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Embracing Childlike Faith Through the Gospels Page 8 of 21

Day 1: &) Welcomed by Jesus: The Value of Childlike Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time when your faith felt simple and trusting like a child’s.

2. Write about any barriers you face in embracing humility before God.

3. List ways you can remind yourself daily to approach God with openness.
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Day 1: &) Welcomed by Jesus: The Value of Childlike Faith

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, thank You for welcoming us like children, with open arms and
loving hearts. Help me to cast aside doubts and pride and to embrace faith
that trusts and depends on You completely. May I receive Your kingdom with
joy and humility, allowing Your grace to flow freely through my life.
Transform my heart to reflect the simplicity and openness that pleases You,
so I can walk closely with You each day. Thank You for being my loving Father

and gentle guide. Amen. J\, ¥ & ©
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Day 2: %> The Kingdom's Gate: Faith as
Simple Trust
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Day 2: > The Kingdom's Gate: Faith as Simple Trust
Your Verse
Luke 18:15-17 - Jesus blessing the children and teaching about the Kingdom
Supporting Scriptures

o John 1:12 - “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God.”

e Romans 11:20 - “By faith you are standing firm...”
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Day 2: > The Kingdom's Gate: Faith as Simple Trust

Devotional: Faith as Simple Trust Unlocks God's
Kingdom

Today’s passage in Luke 18:15-17 reiterates Jesus’ teaching about childlike
faith as a necessity for entering God’s Kingdom. When the children were
brought to Him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”

This statement challenges preconceived notions of strength and maturity:.
God’s Kingdom invites faith that is not based on intellectual mastery or
worldly power but on simple, unwavering trust. A child trusts their parent
implicitly without demanding proof or control—so must we trust God.

John 1:12 reinforces this—believing in Jesus gives us the right to become
God’s children, heirs of His Kingdom. This transformation hinges on
acceptance and faith rather than achievement.

Paul’s words in Romans 11:20 remind us that faith is what keeps us rooted in
grace. Like children who learn by depending on their parents, we are called to
stand firm by trusting in God’s promises.

Reflect on areas in your life where trust may feel difficult. Childlike faith does
not mean ignoring challenges, but choosing to believe God’s goodness and
control above all. Today, embrace faith as a simple, powerful key that opens
the gate to the Kingdom.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Embracing Childlike Faith Through the Gospels Page 13 of 21

Day 2: > The Kingdom's Gate: Faith as Simple Trust

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean to you to ‘receive the kingdom like a little child’?

2. How has your faith grown when you chose to trust God despite
uncertainty?

3. Are there doubts or fears that keep you from fully depending on God?
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Day 2: > The Kingdom's Gate: Faith as Simple Trust

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how trusting God as a child trusts a parent could change your
perspective.

2. Identify one area where you struggle to surrender control to God.

3. List scriptures or promises that encourage you to keep faith strong.
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Day 2: > The Kingdom's Gate: Faith as Simple Trust

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for the gift of faith, a simple yet powerful trust in
You. Teach me to receive Your Kingdom like a child—with openness,
humility, and confidence in Your love. Help me to rest in Your promises even
when life feels uncertain or challenging. Strengthen my heart to stand firm
and to depend fully on Your grace each day. I surrender my doubts and fears to
You now. Guide me in Your truth and peace. Amen. J\ &> (@ @

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{]ly_]nt Embracing Childlike Faith Through the Gospels Page 16 of 21

Day 3: #& Living Grace: Reflecting Childlike
Faith Daily
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Day 3: #2 Living Grace: Reflecting Childlike Faith Daily

Your Verse

Matthew 18:1-5 - Jesus teaching about greatness and becoming like children

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 2:8-9 - “For it is by grace you have been saved...”
e Psalm 131:2 - “I have calmed and quieted my soul..”
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Day 3: #2 Living Grace: Reflecting Childlike Faith Daily

Devotional: Embodying Grace Through Childlike
Humility

In Matthew 18:1-5, the disciples asked Jesus who is greatest in the Kingdom of
Heaven. His answer was surprising: “Unless you change and become like
little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven”(v. 3). Jesus
elevates childlike qualities—humility, dependence, and sincerity—as marks
of true greatness.

Our faith is sustained by God’s grace, freely given to us as Ephesians 2:8-9
reminds us. This grace is not earned but received, much like a child receives
love and provision without calculation.

Psalm 131:2 offers an image of a calm and quiet soul, content and trusting.
Living with childlike faith allows us to surrender worries and self-reliance,
resting peacefully in God’s care daily.

Today challenges you to embrace grace not only as a theological concept but
as a lived reality. To be ‘great’ in God’s eyes is to live each day with the
humility and trust of a child, welcoming God’s forgiveness, guidance, and love
continuously. Ask God to help you embody this spirit in your relationships,
decisions, and challenges.

Childlike faith transforms how we live, making grace the foundation of all we
do. Let us commit to this journey, walking hand in hand with God as beloved
children.
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Day 3: #2 Living Grace: Reflecting Childlike Faith Daily

Reflect and Apply

1. How does Jesus’ definition of greatness challenge your own views?

2. What does living by grace look like in your daily life?

3. How can you cultivate a calm and trusting soul amid life’s pressures?
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Day 3: #2 Living Grace: Reflecting Childlike Faith Daily

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on how humility has shaped your faith journey.

2. Write about ways you can practice resting in God’s grace daily.

3. Commit to one daily habit that nurtures childlike faith and trust.
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Day 3: #2 Living Grace: Reflecting Childlike Faith Daily

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for revealing the beauty of childlike faith and the
power of Your grace. Help me to grow in humility, depend on You fully, and
live each day trusting Your loving care. Calm my soul when anxieties rise and
remind me that true greatness comes from becoming like a child in Your
Kingdom. May my life reflect Your grace and love to others. Guide me in this
transformation with Your Spirit. Amen. J\ /% @ 3%
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