End-Time Teachings and
Perseverance on the
Mount of Olives

Explore Jesus' end-time teachings from Matthew
24:1-35 and embrace perseverance in faith amid
coming trials.
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Introduction

The Mount of Olives Discourse captures one of the most profound teachings
of Jesus recorded in the Gospels. In Matthew 24:1-35, Jesus reveals to His
disciples the events that will precede His second coming—the signs of the
end times and the challenges believers will face. This discourse not only
serves as a prophetic window into the future but also as a heartfelt call to
vigilance, faithfulness, and perseverance amid trials.

Jesus begins by warning about deception, wars, famines, and natural
disasters, all signaling that the end is near, but He continually urges His
followers to remain steadfast. His explanation to the disciples on the Mount of
Olives emphasizes a balance of watching and waiting, highlighting that
although these times will be troubling, God's sovereignty remains unshaken.

During this seven-day study, we will dive deep into Jesus’ teachings to
understand the signs He mentioned, the attitudes He expects from His
followers, and how we can live with hope and readiness. As we walk through
the Mount of Olives Discourse together, you'll be encouraged to hold fast to
your faith, trust God's timing, and persevere in love and truth. May this study
kindle a renewed spirit of watchfulness and encourage you to stand firm in
the hope of Christ’s victorious return.
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Day 1: & Setting the Scene: Jesus on the
Mount of Olives
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Day 1: [ Setting the Scene: Jesus on the Mount of Olives

Your Verse

Matthew 24:1-3 - Jesus left the temple and sat on the Mount of Olives, where
his disciples asked about the end times.

Supporting Scriptures

o Mark 13:3 - And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple,
Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, "Tell us, when will
this happen?”’

o Luke 21:7 - They asked him, "Teacher, when will these things happen?
And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?’
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Day 1: [ Setting the Scene: Jesus on the Mount of Olives

Devotional: Preparing Our Hearts to Listen and Watch

Jesus’ discourse begins with the disciples’ questions—eager to understand
the significance of the temple’s grandeur and what future events lie ahead. As
Jesus sits facing the temple from the Mount of Olives, His words bridge both
the grandeur of the present and the prophetic future. This setting is crucial; it
shows the disciples’ desire to grasp God’s unfolding plan.

Whether we face uncertainty, challenges, or questions about the future, Jesus
invites us to be watchful and attentive to His prior warnings and promises.
The disciples’ inquiry reminds us it is natural to seek understanding amid
turmoil. Yet, Jesus' response smooths the path toward spiritual readiness
rather than just intellectual knowledge.

As we begin this journey, consider your own questions about the future and
God’s plan. Are you ready to listen, watch, and trust Jesus with the unknown?
This is the posture of faith that sets the foundation for perseverance.
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Day 1: & Setting the Scene: Jesus on the Mount of Olives

Reflect and Apply

1. What questions do you have about the future and God’s plan for the
world?

2. How does Jesus' position on the Mount of Olives help you visualize the
gravity of His teaching?

3. In what ways can you cultivate spiritual watchfulness in your daily life?
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Day 1: [ Setting the Scene: Jesus on the Mount of Olives

Journaling Prompts

1. Write down your current concerns or questions about the future.

2. Reflect on a time when waiting on God strengthened your faith.

3. Record any insights or feelings you have about becoming watchful.
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Day 1: [ Setting the Scene: Jesus on the Mount of Olives

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, as You sat upon the Mount of Olives teaching Your disciples, open
my heart to receive Your words today. Help me cultivate a spirit of
watchfulness and readiness, trusting Your sovereign plan even when the
future is uncertain. May I draw close to You and persevere in faith. Guide me
through the unknown, Holy Spirit. Amen. J\ ¥ /%
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Day 2: /\ Signs of Deception and
Tribulation
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Day 2: /\ Signs of Deception and Tribulation

Your Verse

Matthew 24:4—8 - Jesus warns of false messiahs, wars, famines, and
earthquakes as the beginning of birth pains.

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Timothy 3:13 - While evil people and impostors will go from bad to
worse, deceiving and being deceived.

o Luke 21:11 - There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in
various places, and feartul events and great signs from heaven.
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Day 2: /\ Signs of Deception and Tribulation

Devotional: Seeing Through Deception While Facing
Trials

Jesus cautions His disciples against deception. False teachers and counterfeit
messiahs will arise to mislead many. The signs He lists—such as wars,
famines, and natural disasters—are described as “birth pains,” signaling that
more difficult times are coming but that God’s plan is unfolding.

It's easy to see these signs and feel overwhelmed or fearful. But Jesus’
teaching isn't to incite panic—it’s to prepare us. Being vigilant means
knowing the reality and trusting God's control amid unseen spiritual battles.
The growing challenges in the world underline the urgency to remain
anchored in Christ, discerning truth from deception.

Reflect on your own spiritual vigilance. How are you guarding your heart
against false teaching? What foundation anchors you in times of tribulation?
Remember that Jesus assures His followers that perseverance is possible
through His power and love.
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Day 2: /\ Signs of Deception and Tribulation

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you recognize false teaching or deception in today’s world?

2. What do the 'birth pains' tell you about the nature of end-time events?

3. In what ways can you stay grounded in truth despite troubling news and
events?
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Day 2: /\ Signs of Deception and Tribulation

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you recognized deception and how you responded.

2. List spiritual practices that help you stay rooted in God’s truth.

3. Describe what ‘perseverance’ means to you in the face of trials.
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Day 2: /\ Signs of Deception and Tribulation

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, shield me from deception and keep my heart anchored in
Your truth. Help me discern wisely in a world filled with confusion and
unrest. Strengthen my faith during trials and remind me that You are in
control of all things. Empower me to persevere with courage and hope. Amen.

JAVPIS
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Day 3: @ Distress and Cosmic Signs

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt End-Time Teachings and Perseverance on the Mount of Olives Page 17 of 45

Day 3: 4 Distress and Cosmic Signs

Your Verse

Matthew 24:9—14 - Persecution, betrayal, lawlessness, and the gospel
preached to all nations before the end comes.

Supporting Scriptures

e John 15:20 - Remember what I told you: A servant is not greater than his
master.” If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you also.

 Romans 10:18 - But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: "Their
voice has gone out into all the earth.’
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Day 3: 4 Distress and Cosmic Signs

Devotional: Faithful Witness in the Midst of
Persecution

Jesus prophesies intense persecution and widespread lawlessness. Believers
will face hatred, betrayal, and trials for their faith. Yet, He also gives an
amazing promise: the gospel will be preached throughout the whole world as
a testimony to all nations before the end comes.

This juxtaposition of hardship and hope challenges us to live boldly. When
the world around us seems darkened by discord and evil, God’s light
continues to shine through the witness of His people. Our perseverance is
vital to fulfilling the Great Commission in these turbulent times.

Faithfulness amid persecution is not optional for followers of Christ—it’sa
call to endure with purpose and confidence. Remind yourself daily that God
works through faithful witness even in the darkest moments.
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Day 3: 4 Distress and Cosmic Signs

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing persecution is part of following Jesus impact your
faith journey?

2. In what ways are you participating in spreading the gospel to others?

3. How can hope in Christ sustain you through difficult trials?
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Day 3: 4 Distress and Cosmic Signs

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time when your faith was challenged and how you responded.

2. Write about the role faithfulness plays in your spiritual walk.

3. List practical ways you can engage in sharing the gospel today.
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Day 3: 4 Distress and Cosmic Signs

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me remain faithful when faced with opposition. Strengthen
my witness and enable me to share Your gospel boldly, even in difficult
circumstances. May Your Spirit empower me to persevere, knowing You walk
alongside me through every trial. Amen. [ii] & Z\,
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Day 4: 3{ The Mystery of the Coming Son of
Man
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Day 4: §{ The Mystery of the Coming Son of Man

Your Verse

Matthew 24:15-28 - The abomination of desolation, great tribulation, and
the sudden coming of the Son of Man.

Supporting Scriptures

e Daniel 9:27 - On the wing of abominations shall come one who makes
desolate.

 Revelation 1.7 - Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will
see Him.
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Day 4: 3{ The Mystery of the Coming Son of Man

Devotional: Living Expectantly Amid Uncertainty

Jesus reveals the chilling phrase “abomination of desolation” as a sign for
believers to flee and prepare for severe tribulation. The great distress that
follows is unlike anything seen before. Amid these terrifying events, the
timing of Jesus’ return remains unknown, coming suddenly “like a thief in
the night.”

This mystery requires believers to live with constant readiness and trust—a
daily commitment to faith and holy living. Even if we do not understand the
exact sequence of events or the timing, we trust the One who holds the future.

How do we live in expectancy without fear? By focusing on the hope of
Christ’s return and making His kingdom our priority. This trust fuels
perseverance, enabling us to face hardships with courage and peace.
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Day 4: §3 The Mystery of the Coming Son of Man

Reflect and Apply

1. What does readiness for Christ’s return look like in your life?

2. How can you guard against fear when facing unknown future trials?

3. What hope do you find in knowing Jesus will come again?
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Day 4: §{ The Mystery of the Coming Son of Man

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe how you maintain spiritual readiness daily.
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2. Write your thoughts or feelings about the great tribulation.

3. Reflect on the hope that Christ's return brings to your life.
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Day 4: §3 The Mystery of the Coming Son of Man

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to live each day with readiness for Your coming. Help me
overcome fear and stand firm in hope, trusting Your plan through every
challenge. Let my life reflect Your glory as I wait patiently for Your return.

Amen. {3 3%\
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Day 5: @) Signs in the Heavens and the Earth
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Day 5: ) Signs in the Heavens and the Earth

Your Verse

Matthew 24:29-31 - Cosmic disturbances and the gathering of the elect at
the Son of Man’s coming.

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 13:10 - For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not
show their light.

o 1Thessalonians 4:16—17 - The Lord will come down from heaven, and
the dead in Christ will rise first.
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Day 5: ) Signs in the Heavens and the Earth

Devotional: Hope Anchored in the Promise of Christ’s
Return

After the tribulation, Jesus describes dramatic signs in the heavens—
darkened sun, moon not giving light, stars falling—the cosmic upheaval
announcing His return. This is followed by a powerful gathering of His elect,
a moment of ultimate hope and restoration.

These signs remind us that God’s kingdom will be fully established with the
return of Jesus. The disturbances in nature emphasize that the current world
order is passing, making way for a new heaven and earth.

In the midst of uncertainties, this promise comforts believers: our hope is
secure, our Savior is coming, and He will gather us to Himself. Such
knowledge fuels endurance and daily faithfulness.
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Day 5: ) Signs in the Heavens and the Earth

Reflect and Apply

1. How do the cosmic signs deepen your understanding of God’s power?

2. What does being gathered by Christ mean to you personally?

3. How can you encourage others with the hope of Jesus' return?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ End-Time Teachings and Perseverance on the Mount of Olives Page 32 of 45

Day 5: ) Signs in the Heavens and the Earth

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about what excites or comforts you regarding Jesus’ return.

2. Reflect on how the promise of restoration influences your daily choices.

3. List ways you can share hope with those around you.
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Day 5: ) Signs in the Heavens and the Earth

Prayer for Today

Dear Jesus, thank You for the promise of Your return and the hope it brings.
Help me keep my eyes on Your coming kingdom and live faithfully as I await
that glorious day. May my life reflect Your love and truth to those around me.

Amen. © A\ @
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Day 6: () The Blessing of Watchfulness and
Faith
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Day 6: () The Blessing of Watchfulness and Faith

Your Verse

Matthew 24:32—35 - The lesson of the fig tree and the certainty of Jesus’
words.

Supporting Scriptures

o Luke21:29 - Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout
leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near.

« Hebrews 13:8 - Jesus Christ is the saime yesterday and today and forever.
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Day 6: () The Blessing of Watchfulness and Faith

Devotional: Trusting Jesus, Our Unchanging Hope

Jesus uses the fig tree as a parable for recognizing the signs of the times. Just
as one can observe natural signs to predict the seasons, believers are called to
be attentive to the spiritual signs pointing to the fulfillment of God’s plan.

More than prediction, this teaching emphasizes trusting the certainty of
Jesus’ words. ‘Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass
away. This unshakeable truth is the foundation upon which to build our faith
and endurance.

Faith and watchfulness go hand in hand. They enable us to maintain hope
and live with purpose, embracing every day as a gift and an opportunity to
serve God.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ End-Time Teachings and Perseverance on the Mount of Olives Page 37 of 45

Day 6: () The Blessing of Watchfulness and Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you discern spiritual 'signs’ or seasons in your life?

2. Why is trusting Jesus’ unchanging words vital for perseverance?

3. How can watchfulness shape your daily decisions and actions?
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Day 6: () The Blessing of Watchfulness and Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God’s promises sustained you.

Page 38 of 45

2. Reflect on how you can grow in spiritual alertness.

3. Describe ways to keep faith strong amid changing circumstances.
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Day 6: () The Blessing of Watchfulness and Faith

Prayer for Today

God, Your words are steadfast and true. Help me watchful and prayerful,
trusting Your promises throughout all seasons. Strengthen my faith to
persevere and inspire me to live each day with purpose as I await Your return.

Amen. (1€ J\
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Day 7: [ Living in Perseverance and Hope
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Day 7: [ Living in Perseverance and Hope

Your Verse

Matthew 24:36—35 - The unknown hour of Christ’s return and the call to be
ready always.

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 25:13 - Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day
or the hour.

 Revelation 3:11 - I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no
one will take your crown.
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Day 7: |2 Living in Perseverance and Hope

Devotional: Always Ready: Walking in Perseverance

Jesus concludes with the reminder that no one knows the day or the hour of
His return. This calls every believer to live a life marked by readiness and
faithful service, not complacency or guessing the timeline.

The encouragement is clear: persevere and stand firm amidst the unknown.
Our hope is anchored not in predicting the future but in following Jesus
moment by moment.

As we end this study, reflect on your own readiness to meet Jesus whenever
He returns. Perseverance requires daily surrender, ongoing faith, and an
active, vibrant relationship with Christ—a life that eagerly anticipates the joy
of His coming.
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Day 7: [& Living in Perseverance and Hope

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean to you to be ready’ for Christ’s return?

2. How can you cultivate perseverance in your spiritual journey?

3. What changes might you make to live each day prepared to meet Jesus?
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Day 7: [ Living in Perseverance and Hope

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify areas in your life needing greater spiritual readiness.

2. Write about ways to encourage others towards perseverance.

3. Reflect on the hope that sustains you for Christ’s return.
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Day 7: |2 Living in Perseverance and Hope

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me live each day in readiness for Your return. Teach me to
persevere through challenges, hold fast to my faith, and eagerly await the day
we will be united. May my life honor You in every moment. Amen. ${ % J\
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