Endurance in Church
Planting: Building
Faithfully

Explore how to endure struggles in church planting,
drawing strength from Scripture to build faithfully
from the ground up.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOly_IOt www.HolyJot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{)]y_](}t Endurance in Church Planting: Building Faithfully Page 2 of 38

Table of contents
Introduction 3
Day 1: £ The Foundation of Endurance 4
Day 2: 9 Growing Through Trials 11
Day, 3: € Strengthened by God’s Power 18
Day 4: €2 Encouragement in Community 25
Day, 5: B Building Faithfully to the End 32

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Endurance in Church Planting: Building Faithfully Page 3 of 38

Introduction

Endurance is a vital quality for anyone involved in church planting. The
journey of building a new faith community from the ground up is often filled
with unexpected challenges, setbacks, and moments of doubt. It requires
more than just vision and passion; it demands steadfast perseverance and
reliance on God’s strength.

Planting a church means investing in people, managing resources, and often
facing opposition or discouragement. It is easy to feel overwhelmed or to
question whether the struggle is worth it. Yet, the Bible encourages believers
to run the race with endurance, holding fast to hope and the calling God has
placed on their lives.

This 5-day study will guide you through Scriptures and reflections that
address the heart of endurance in church planting. Through these teachings,
you will discover how to anchor your faith, nurture patience, find
encouragement in community, and ultimately build a lasting spiritual legacy.
Let these days of study equip your heart and mind to press on faithfully,
knowing that God is faithful and will accomplish His purposes through your

efforts. (i
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Day 1: £ The Foundation of Endurance
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Day 1: £} The Foundation of Endurance

Your Verse

Hebrews 12:1 - "Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles. And let us run with endurance the race marked out for us.”

Supporting Scriptures

o James 1:12 - "Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because,
having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life.”

e Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
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Day 1: £} The Foundation of Endurance

Devotional: Start Strong: Run Your Race with Purpose

Endurance begins with a clear focus on the race God has called us to run.
Church planting is not a sprint; it is a marathon marked by long seasons of
preparation, challenges, and growth. Hebrews 12:1 reminds us that we are
never alone. We are surrounded by a 'great cloud of witnesses—those who
have gone before us in faith. Their stories encourage us to 'throw off
everything that hinders' and to strip away distractions that sap our energy.

The struggle to build faithfully requires burning away sin tendencies and
unproductive worries that slow us down. James affirms that perseverance
under trial is honored by God. When setbacks come—and they will—
remember that faithful endurance is itself a victory. The promise in Galatians
encourages you not to grow weary because perseverance will yield a harvest.

Church planting struggles can sometimes feel isolating. But knowing God’s
Word assures us that endurance is not passive, it is an active discipline.
Commit today to throw off anything hindering your progress, and focus on
the race God has marked out for your ministry. Your efforts will bear fruit in
His perfect timing.
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Day 1: £} The Foundation of Endurance

Reflect and Apply

1. What things in your life or ministry might be hindering your endurance
in church planting?

2. How can remembering the ‘cloud of witnesses’ motivate you when you
face discouragement?

3. In what ways might you be tempted to give up, and how can Scripture
help you resist that?
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%4. Do you view endurance as a passive waiting or an active commitment?
Why?
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Day 1: £} The Foundation of Endurance

Journaling Prompts

1. List three distractions or obstacles you need to throw off’ to strengthen
your endurance.

2. Write about a time you experienced a trial in ministry and how God
helped you persevere.

3. Pray and journal a commitment statement to run your church planting
race with endurance.
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Day 1: £} The Foundation of Endurance

Prayer for Today

Lord, strengthen my heart to endure the long journey of building Your church.
When I face struggles and fatigue, remind me of the great cloud of witnesses
who persevered by faith. Help me to throw off everything that slows me down
and keep my eyes fixed on the race You've called me to run. I trust that You
will provide the strength and grace I need each day. Equip me to build
faithfully, trusting in Your perfect timing and promises. In Jesus’ Name,

Amen. )\, (5 (5 &>
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Day 2: % Growing Through Trials
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Day 2: 3 Growing Through Trials
Your Verse

Romans 5:3-4 - "Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we

know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and
character, hope.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 - "We are hard pressed on every side, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned;
struck down, but not destroyed.”

 James 1:2-3 - "Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you
face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
produces perseverance.”
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Day 2: 3 Growing Through Trials

Devotional: Embracing Trials as Growth
Opportunities

Trials are inevitable in church planting, but they are also opportunities for
growth. Romans 5:3-4 teaches us to ‘glory’ or rejoice even in sufferings
because they produce perseverance, and perseverance builds character and
hope. When church planters face obstacles like limited resources, opposition,
or slow progress, these hardships are refining the inner qualities God desires.

Paul’'s words in 2 Corinthians reassure us that pressure doesn’t have to mean
defeat. Even when feeling hard pressed or perplexed, we can hold onto the
fact that God isn'’t letting us be crushed or destroyed. Instead, He is using
trials to shape us.

James encourages believers to adopt a joyful attitude in the midst of testing.
This joy comes from trusting that God’s refining process produces
perseverance—a key ingredient in building a strong ministry foundation.
When you shift your perspective on trials as growth catalysts, endurance
becomes not merely surviving but thriving spiritually through every
challenge.
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Day 2: 3 Growing Through Trials

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you typically respond to struggles in your ministry?

2. Can you identify character qualities that God has developed in you
through hardship?

3. What would it look like to ‘glory’ or find joy in your current challenges?

4. How does hope influence your perseverance when church planting feels
difficult?
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Day 2: 3 Growing Through Trials

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a recent trial you encountered and what you learned from it.

2. List character traits you want God to develop through your endurance.

3.Journal a prayer asking God to help you embrace challenges with joy and
hope.
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Day 2: 3 Growing Through Trials

Prayer for Today

Father, help me to see trials not as setbacks but as opportunities to grow.
Teach me to rejoice in difficulties because I know You are producing
perseverance and character in me. When I feel weak or discouraged, remind
me that by Your strength I will not be crushed or destroyed. Fill me with hope
that sustains me day by day as I build Your church from the ground up. I
surrender my struggles to You and ask for Your joy to fill my heart. In Jesus’

Name, Amen. (58 &2 & I\
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Day 3: € Strengthened by God’s Power
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Day 3: © Strengthened by God’s Power

Your Verse

Isaiah 40:29 - "He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the
weak.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 4:13 - "I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”
e Nehemiah 8:10b - "..for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
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Day 3: © Strengthened by God’s Power

Devotional: Rely on God’s Strength, Not Your Own

Endurance isn't relying on our own ability but on God’s power to sustain us.
Church planting can leave us weary, drained, or doubting if our efforts are
enough. Isaiah 40:29 offers encouragement: God gives strength to those who
feel weak and exhausted. When you have nothing left to give, His grace and
power fill the gap.

Paul echoes this in Philippians 4:13, reminding us that through Christ, we are
empowered to face every task and trial. This means our endurance is rooted
in a divine resource, not human limitations.

Nehemiah understood this well as he led people to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls
amid opposition. He declared that joy in the Lord is strength — an inner
wellspring that fuels perseverance.

For church planters, anchoring your endurance in God’s power means
acknowledging your limits but trusting His limitless ability. It requires
regular renewal through prayer, worship, and dependence, so your ministry is
powered by His strength, not your own weariness.
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Day 3: © Strengthened by God’s Power

Reflect and Apply

1. Where in your ministry do you feel most weary or weak?

2. How can you practically rely more on God’s strength daily?

3. What role does joy play in sustaining your endurance?

4. How does recognizing your limitations lead to greater dependence on
God?
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Day 3: © Strengthened by God’s Power

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a moment when God’s strength sustained you in ministry.

2. Write a prayer surrendering your weariness and asking for renewed
pOwer.

3.Journal ways you can cultivate joy as a source of strength this week.
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Day 3: © Strengthened by God’s Power

Prayer for Today

Lord, when I am weary and weak, I ask for Your strength to sustain me. Help
me to depend fully on You, knowing I can do all things through Christ who
empowers me. Fill me with the joy of Your presence that strengthens my
heart and fuels my perseverance. Renew my spirit each day as I build Your
church, and remind me that Your power is made perfect in my weakness. In

Jesus’ Name, Amen. (5 ¥ @ J\
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Day 4: <& Encouragement in Community
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Day 4: <& Encouragement in Community

Your Verse

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 - "T'wo are better than one, because they have a good
return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Hebrews 10:24-25 - "And let us consider how we may spur one another
on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together...”

e Galatians 6:2 - "Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ.”
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Day 4: <& Encouragement in Community

Devotional: Building Endurance Through Community
Support

No one endures church planting struggles alone; God calls us to community:.
Ecclesiastes reminds us that working together produces better results and
protection. When the journey feels difficult and you stumble, having trusted
partners can lift you up and encourage you.

Hebrews encourages the believers not to neglect gathering but to spur each
other on—offering motivation and support through fellowship. It is easy for
church planters to become isolated, but endurance grows stronger in
community:.

Galatians exhorts us to carry one another’s burdens, sharing struggles so no
one has to rely solely on themselves. This spiritual and emotional support
nurtures resilience.

As you face the long seasons of church planting, invest in relationships that
bring mutual encouragement and accountability. Lean into trusted mentors,
peers, and your congregation. Together, you can withstand challenges that
might overwhelm an individual.
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Day 4: <& Encouragement in Community

Reflect and Apply

1. Who are the people who currently encourage and support you in
ministry?

2. In what ways might you be isolating yourself from needed community?

3. How can you better carry the burdens of others in your church planting
network?

4. Are there ways to cultivate deeper accountability and encouragement
among your team?
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Day 4: <& Encouragement in Community

Journaling Prompts

1. List the people God has placed around you to encourage you.

2. Write about a time when community helped you persevere through a
struggle.

3. Journal steps you can take to strengthen your support system this week.
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Day 4: & Encouragement in Community

Prayer for Today

God, thank You for the gift of community and encouragement. Help me to be
both supported and a source of strength for others in this church planting
journey. Show me who You want me to lean on, and teach me how to carry the
burdens of my brothers and sisters. Unite us in love and purpose so we may
build Your kingdom together. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. & @ €) J\
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Day 5: 4 Building Faithfully to the End
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Day 5: 9i§ Building Faithfully to the End

Your Verse

2 Timothy 4:7 - "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 1:23 - "..if indeed you continue in the faith, established and
firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel.”

o Matthew 7:24 - "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the
rock.”
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Day 5: 9i§ Building Faithfully to the End

Devotional: Finish Well: Fight, Finish, and Keep Faith

Successful church planting is not just about starting well but finishing
faithfully. Paul’s words to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:7 are a powerful reminder
of endurance to the very end—fighting the good fight, finishing the race, and
keeping the faith.

Colossians challenges believers to remain established and firm, holding onto
hope without wavering. In the struggle of church planting, it’s easy to waver
when obstacles mount, but steadfast faith builds a strong foundation.

Jesus compares obedience to building a house on the rock, secure against
storms. The faithful planter commits to applying God’s Word and teaching
consistently.

No matter how hard the journey, pressing on with faithfulness builds a legacy:.
Your perseverance today lays a spiritual foundation that will bear fruit for
generations. Trust God to complete the work He started, embracing the
challenge to finish well.
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Day 5: 9i§ Building Faithfully to the End

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean for you personally to 'fight the good fight' in church
planting?

2. Are there areas in your faith or ministry where you feel tempted to give
?
up:

3. How can you build your ministry ‘on the rock’ to withstand future
struggles?

4. What legacy do you hope your endurance will leave in this church plant?
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Day 5: 9i§ Building Faithfully to the End

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a commitment statement to finish your ministry race faithfully.

2. Reflect on lessons learned so far that will help you persevere.

3. Journal prayers asking God to strengthen your resolve to keep the faith.
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Day 5: 9i§ Building Faithfully to the End

Prayer for Today

Lord, empower me to fight the good fight and finish this race with faith. Help
me to remain established, firm, and unmovable, holding onto the hope of the
gospel. Teach me to build my ministry on the solid rock of Your Word so that
when trials come, I remain faithful. Let my endurance serve as a strong
foundation for the generations to come. Thank You for promising to complete
the good work You have begun. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 2 &% [ 2\

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

HolyJot

Where God’s Word Meets Your Daily Life

A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we'd love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you'll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life

B Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches

&% Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
 Aplace to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

Visit Now:

# www.HolyJot.com
2 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

(=3 We'd love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

(=3 Connect with us at:
Facebook - Instagram - YouTube - TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.

HOl JOt _ase keep it intact so the full study and credits remain.
y © 2025 HolyJot LLC. All Rights Reserved.


https://www.holyjot.com/?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=endurance-in-church-planting-building-faithfully
https://www.holyjot.com/signup?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=endurance-in-church-planting-building-faithfully
https://www.holyjot.com/?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=endurance-in-church-planting-building-faithfully
mailto:info@holyjot.com
https://www.facebook.com/61576605431049
https://www.instagram.com/holyjotbible
https://www.youtube.com/@holyjot
https://www.tiktok.com/@holyjot

	Introduction
	Day 1: ⛺ The Foundation of Endurance
	Day 2: 🌱 Growing Through Trials
	Day 3: 🛡️ Strengthened by God’s Power
	Day 4: 🤝 Encouragement in Community
	Day 5: 🏗️ Building Faithfully to the End



