Endurance: Trusting God
Through Delays in
Ministry Growth

Discover how to faithfully endure delays in ministry
growth, trusting God’s timing and trusting Him for
the increase.
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Introduction

Endurance is a virtue the Bible highlights again and again, especially when it
comes to waiting on God’s promises and purposes. In ministry;, it’s easy to feel
discouraged when the growth or progress we envision is delayed. However,
God’s timing is perfect, and His ways are higher than ours (/saiah 55:8-9).
This study invites you to embrace endurance, learning to trust God deeply
rather than rushing or relying on your own plans.

Throughout these five days, we will explore biblical examples and truths to
encourage your heart when ministry results seem slow or stagnant. You'll
discover how true faith looks beyond visible results and rests in God’s
faithfulness to give increase in His perfect time. Remember, the sower does
not control the growth, only the planting (1 Corinthians 3:6).

As you engage with God’s Word this week, may you be strengthened in your
spirit to patiently persevere, keeping your eyes fixed on Jesus, the ultimate
example of endurance ( Hebrews 12:1-3). Through this journey, you'll be
reminded that delays do not mean denial—and often God is doing a deeper
work in the waiting. Embrace His timing fully, and trust that the increase will
come in His way and in His time. Let's begin this transformative journey of
lasting endurance in ministry.
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Day 1: 3{ Waiting on God's Timing
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Day 1: ${ Waiting on God's Timing
Your Verse

Ecclesiastes 3:1 - "There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 27:14 - "Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the
Lord”

e Isaiah 40:31 - "But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.”
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Day 1: ${ Waiting on God's Timing

Devotional: Embracing God’s Perfect Timing

Waiting can feel difficult, especially when we are eager to see ministry
growth and impact. Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us that God has appointed times
and seasons for all things. Your current season of delay is intentional and
meaningful, even if unseen. In these moments, patience is not passive but
active waiting, trusting that God’s plans are perfect.

Psalm 27:14 encourages us to be strong and courageous during this waiting
period, reinforcing that God is at work even when His activity is not
immediately visible. Isaiah 40:31 promises renewal for those who place their
hope in the Lord. Ministry growth is often a process that requires us to lean
into God’s timing and rest in His strength rather than striving in our own.

As you endure delay, remember God is cultivating faith, persistence, and
character in you. Use this time to deepen your relationship with Him, praying
and seeking His guidance about the next steps. Trusting God with your
timing opens your hands from control and hands your heart over to peace.
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Day 1: ${ Waiting on God's Timing

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I usually respond to delays in ministry growth?
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2. What does active waiting look like in my current season?

3. In what ways can I strengthen my hope in the Lord today?
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Day 1: ${ Waiting on God's Timing

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you waited on God and how it affected your faith.

2. List practical ways you can actively wait rather than feel impatient.

3. Record any encouragement scripture verses that help you endure
waiting.
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Day 1: ${ Waiting on God's Timing

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You that You hold all things in Your hands, including the timing of
my ministry’s growth. Help me to wait patiently and trust Your perfect plan,
even when I cannot see the full picture. Strengthen my heart when
discouragement creeps in and renew my hope daily. Teach me to rely on Your
strength and to embrace Your timing with faith. May I find peace in knowing
You are always working for good. In Jesus’name, Amen. J\ 3 @
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Day 2: 3 Faithful Planting Without
Immediate Results
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Day 2: 3 Faithful Planting Without Immediate Results

Your Verse

1 Corinthians 3:6 - "I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been
making it grow.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

o James 5:7 - "Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord's
coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop.”
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Day 2: 3 Faithful Planting Without Immediate Results

Devotional: Trusting God for the Growth Process

In ministry, it can be tempting to focus solely on visible growth and
immediate results. Yet 1 Corinthians 3:6 reminds us that our role is faithful
planting and watering, and God alone is responsible for the growth. This
means diligence in serving and sowing the Word, even when fruit isn't
evident.

Galatians 6:9 encourages us not to grow weary in doing good, promising a
harvest at the right time if we persevere. James 5:7 draws a powerful analogy
of the farmer who patiently waits for the land to produce, highlighting that
growth is a process governed by seasons and divine timing.

Trust that your faithful efforts in ministry count greatly, even if results seem
delayed. God is at work beneath the surface, nurturing growth unseen. This
patience in service builds strong roots — foundations that will sustain long-
term fruitfulness. Keep sowing generously and watering faithfully, resting in
God’s promise for the harvest.
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Day 2: 3 Faithful Planting Without Immediate Results

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing that God causes growth affect my perspective on
ministry delays?

2. Am I tempted to grow weary or discouraged in my efforts? Why?

3.In what ways can I faithfully 'water’ the seeds I have planted?
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Day 2: 3 Faithful Planting Without Immediate Results

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on your role in sowing and watering in your ministry.

2. List areas where you need to trust God more with the unseen growth.

3. Write a prayer asking God to renew your strength and patience.
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Day 2: 3 Faithful Planting Without Immediate Results

Prayer for Today

Father, help me be faithful in the work You've given me, even when I don't see
immediate growth. Teach me to remember that You are the one who causes
increase according to Your perfect plan. Strengthen me when I feel weary, and
remind me that You are nurturing something valuable beneath the surface.
May I remain patient, diligent, and hopeful in my service, trusting You will
bring forth fruit in due time. In Jesus’name, Amen. 5 J\, (»
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Day 3: € Strength in the Midst of
Discouragement
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Day 3: © Strength in the Midst of Discouragement

Your Verse

Hebrews 12:1-3 - ”.let us run with endurance the race marked out for us...
fixing our eyes on Jesus...”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 - "Therefore we do not lose heart...”

e Psalm 34:18 - "The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit.”
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Day 3: © Strength in the Midst of Discouragement

Devotional: Finding Strength When Discouraged

Delays and obstacles in ministry can lead to discouragement and fatigue.
Hebrews 12:1-3 encourages us to run with endurance, keeping our eyes fixed
on Jesus—the perfect example of perseverance despite opposition and pain.

Paul, in 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, reminds us not to lose heart, because our outer
weakness does not reflect the inward renewal God is doing. This perspective
helps us transcend the temporary challenges, looking instead to eternal glory.

Psalm 34:18 brings comfort that God is especially near to those who feel
crushed in spirit or disheartened. You are not alone in this struggle. Lean into
God’s presence today, allowing Him to refresh your soul and strengthen your
resolve to continue enduring. Your faithfulness will inspire others and bring
glory to God.
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Day 3: © Strength in the Midst of Discouragement

Reflect and Apply

1. What discouragement am I currently facing in ministry?
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2. How can I keep my focus on Jesus despite setbacks?

3. Where have I experienced God’s comfort in tough times?
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Day 3: © Strength in the Midst of Discouragement

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God strengthened you during discouragement.

2. List ways to refocus on Jesus when feeling weary:.

3. Describe what endurance means to you personally.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Endurance: Trusting God Through Delays in Ministry Growth Page 21 0f 33

Day 3: © Strength in the Midst of Discouragement

Prayer for Today

Jesus, I fix my eyes on You amid discouragement. When my spirit feels
crushed and ministry delays frustrate me, remind me that You are near.
Renew my inner strength every day and help me run this race with
endurance. Teach me to look beyond temporary struggles to the eternal
rewards You promise. May Your presence comfort and empower me now and
always. In Your mighty name, Amen. § B8 /),
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Day 4: £ Growing in Patience and Faith
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Day 4: 2 Growing in Patience and Faith

Your Verse

James 1:2-4 - "Consider it pure joy... whenever you face trials of many kinds...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 5:3-5 - "Sutfering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope.”

e Galatians 5:22-23 - "But the fruit of the Spirit is... patience...”
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Day 4: 2 Growing in Patience and Faith

Devotional: Patience as a Fruit of Endurance

Delays in ministry growth are often a test—and a means—of developing
deeper patience and faith. James 1:2-4 tells us to consider trials as a source of
joy because they produce perseverance and complete maturity in Christ.

Romans 5:3-5 illustrates the progression from suffering to hope through
perseverance and character-building, reminding us that endurance is
forming Christlike qualities within us. Growth is not only external but also
internal.

Galatians 5:22-23 lists patience as a fruit of the Spirit, which we cultivate over
time as we remain in close relationship with God. Use the waiting periods to
seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance to grow in these godly attributes. Your faithful
endurance not only advances the ministry but also strengthens your own
spiritual foundation for future challenges and blessings.
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Day 4: 2 Growing in Patience and Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. How have past ministry delays helped grow my character and faith?

2. What specific fruits of the Spirit do I see developing during this season?

3. How can I better cooperate with the Holy Spirit in growing patience?
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Day 4: 2 Growing in Patience and Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe how trials have transformed you spiritually.

2. Write a prayer inviting the Holy Spirit to increase your patience.

3. Reflect on how endurance builds hope for your ministry’s future.
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Day 4: 2 Growing in Patience and Faith

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, cultivate patience and perseverance within me as I endure these
ministry delays. Help me to rejoice in trials, knowing You are shaping my
character and faith. May Your fruit grow abundantly in my life, strengthening
me for the work ahead. Grant me hope and joy even in waiting, trusting that
You are making all things beautiful and ready in Your timing. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. & )\ &>
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Day 5: $% Trusting God for the Increase
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Day 5: 3% Trusting God for the Increase

Your Verse

John 4:36 - "One sows and another reaps... I sent you to reap what you have
not worked for.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 1271 - "Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in
vain.”

e 1Corinthians 15:58 - "Your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”
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Day 5: 3% Trusting God for the Increase

Devotional: Faithfully Awaiting God’s Increase

After faithfully enduring delays in ministry, the focus shifts to trusting God
for the increase. John 4:36 highlights that God orchestrates the harvest, even
when we don’t see immediate fruit from our labor. This reminds us that
ministry growth is ultimately a divine work and honor.

Psalm 127:1 reminds us that without God’s blessing, our efforts are futile. This
humbles us to rely fully on His power and timing. Yet, 1 Corinthians 15:58
encourages perseverance by affirming that our labor is never in vain when
done for the Lord.

Taking God at His word transforms how we view delays: they aren’t setbacks
but preparation for the increase He will bring. Keep serving with faith,
knowing that He is sovereign over every seed planted and every opportunity
given. Your trust in Him makes the waiting productive and hopeful.
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Day 5: 3% Trusting God for the Increase

Reflect and Apply

1. How can I surrender control of ministry results to God more fully?

2. In what ways do I see God’s hand at work even without visible fruit?

3. How does knowing my labor is not in vain encourage my endurance?
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Day 5: 3% Trusting God for the Increase

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how trusting God for growth changes your ministry
approach.
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2. List moments God has proven faithful in the past.

3. Pray for faith to continue laboring joyfully despite delays.
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Day 5: 3% Trusting God for the Increase

Prayer for Today

Lord, I entrust all ministry growth and outcomes into Your hands. Thank You
that You are the one who builds and causes increase. Help me to faithfully
labor without anxiety over visible results, resting in Your sovereignty and
timing. Strengthen my trust today, so I may continue enduring with joy and
hope, knowing You will bring harvest at the right moment. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. 3% J\%
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