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Introduction

Understanding Stewardship and Accountability in the Gospels

The Gospels provide us with profound insights into leadership, stewardship,
and accountability, themes that are vividly illustrated in the Parable of the
Faithful and Wicked Servants found in Matthew 24:45—51. Jesus uses this
parable to call his followers to live with vigilance, faithfulness, and integrity,
emphasizing that with the privileges of leadership and stewardship comes
great responsibility.

This parable paints a clear picture: a servant entrusted by his master to care
for his household must faithfully fulfill his duties. The faithful servant
prepares for the master’s return, acting wisely and steadfastly, while the
wicked servant becomes negligent and abusive, falsely assuming the master’s
delay. Jesus warns that such unfaithfulness leads to severe consequences,
demonstrating the seriousness of stewardship in God's kingdom.

Over the next three days, we will engage deeply with this passage and related
Scriptures, reflecting on what it means to be faithful stewards in every area of
life. We will explore how leadership is tied to accountability, how God
measures faithfulness, and how we can faithfully serve in anticipation of
Christ's return. Let us open our hearts to the Spirit's guidance as we study
these vital themes and seek to live as trustworthy servants.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]nt Faithful Stewardship in the Gospels Page 4 of 21

Day 1: [[] The Call to Faithful Stewardship
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Day 1: [[] The Call to Faithful Stewardship

Your Verse

Matthew 24:45 - "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the

master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their
food at the proper time?”

Supporting Scriptures

o Luke 12:42 - "The Lord answered, ‘Who then is the faithful and wise
manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them
their food allowance at the proper time?””

e 1Corinthians 4:2 - "Now it is required that those who have been given a
trust must prove faithful.”
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Day 1: [[] The Call to Faithful Stewardship

Devotional: The Foundation of Faithful Stewardship
Faithfulness as the Foundation

The parable opens by highlighting the qualities of a servant who is both
faithful and wise. This servant is entrusted with an important responsibility
—caring for the household and ensuring the needs of others are met. The
charge given by the master is not trivial but requires diligence and
trustworthiness.

Faithful stewardship begins with recognizing that everything we have is
ultimately under God's ownership. Whether it be resources, relationships, or
leadership roles, we are stewards rather than owners. This reality calls us to
embrace our responsibilities wholeheartedly, understanding that our service
to God includes serving others.

Jesus points to the blessings and approval that come when a servant faithfully
carries out their duties. This is a reminder that God values fidelity and wise
management in our lives. Our leadership isn't about self-promotion or
convenience but about faithfulness to God's commands and care for those
entrusted to us.

How are you embracing stewardship in your everyday life? Where is God
calling you to greater faithfulness and wisdom?
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Day 1: [[] The Call to Faithful Stewardship

Reflect and Apply

1. What responsibilities has God entrusted to you that require faithfulness?

2. In what ways do you demonstrate wisdom in managing those
responsibilities?

3. How does recognizing God as the ultimate owner change your approach
to leadership or stewardship?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]{}t Faithful Stewardship in the Gospels Page 8 of 21

Day 1: [[] The Call to Faithful Stewardship

Journaling Prompts

1. List the areas in your life where you feel called to be a steward or leader.

2. Reflect on a recent situation where you acted with faithfulness or
unfaithfulness.

3. Write a prayer asking God to help you grow in faithful stewardship.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}ly](}t Faithful Stewardship in the Gospels Page 9 of 21

Day 1: [[] The Call to Faithful Stewardship

Prayer for Today

God, thank You for entrusting me with responsibilities and leadership roles.
Help me to be a faithful and wise servant in all I do. Teach me to steward well
what You have given me and to serve others with love and diligence. May I
honor You by walking in faithfulness, anticipating Your return with joy and
readiness. Strengthen me to remain vigilant and accountable. Amen. J\ () []

=
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Day 2: 88 Accountability and Consequences
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Day 2: 8B Accountability and Consequences

Your Verse

Matthew 24:48 - "But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, My
master is staying away a long time,””

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 14:12 - "So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to
God.”

e Hebrews 13:17 - "Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their

authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an
account.”
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Day 2: 8B Accountability and Consequences

Devotional: The Urgency of Accountability in
Leadership

The Reality of Accountability

Leadership and stewardship come with inevitable accountability. Jesus does
not shy away from confronting the reality of unfaithfulness and its
consequences. The wicked servant assumes the master’s delay means he can
act selfishly and abusively, ignoring his responsibilities.

This mindset is a dangerous spiritual trap—presuming on God's patience and
neglecting the call to vigilance. Yet God’s justice is sure. Every steward must
give an account, and failing in faithfulness invites judgment, not only for
personal failure but for the harm caused to others.

Accountability is both sobering and encouraging. It reminds us that our
actions matter deeply and that God is attentive to how we serve. It calls us to
evaluate honestly where we might be tempted to neglect our duties or act
selfishly. It also reassures us that faithful service is noticed and will be
rewarded.

Are you aware of the areas in your life where you might be neglecting
responsibility? How does the promise of accountability motivate you to
pursue faithfulness?
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Day 2: 8B Accountability and Consequences

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you respond to the idea that you will give an account to God for
your stewardship?

2. What temptations lead to neglect or abuse of responsibility in your life?

3. How can accountability be a tool to live more faithfully each day?
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Day 2: 8B Accountability and Consequences

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify any areas where you have overlooked your duties or acted
selfishly.

2. Write about how you can invite accountability into your leadership or
stewardship roles.

3. Pray for strength to remain vigilant and faithful regardless of
circumstances.
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Day 2: 88 Accountability and Consequences

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me understand the seriousness of the responsibility You've given
me. Keep me from becoming complacent or selfish, and remind me that I
must give an account for my stewardship. Fill me with humility and the
courage to remain faithful, even when it is difficult. Teach me to serve others
with integrity, knowing You are always watching. Amen. () 5 11 J\,
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Day 3: 3% Living in Expectation and
Readiness
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Day 3: 3% Living in Expectation and Readiness

Your Verse

Matthew 24:46-47 - "Blessed is that servant whom the master finds doing so

when he returns. Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his
possessions.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Peter 3:10 - "The day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will
disappear with a roar...”

e Revelation 22:12 - "Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me...”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}ly](}t Faithful Stewardship in the Gospels Page 18 of 21

Day 3: 3% Living in Expectation and Readiness

Devotional: Embracing Readiness and Reward
Hope and Reward for the Faithful

Jesus closes the parable with a promise of blessing and reward for the faithful
servant. This servant’s readiness and faithful service result not only in
preservation but also in promotion—entrusted with greater responsibility
and blessings.

Living in expectation of Christ’s return cultivates a lifestyle of preparedness,
faith, and intentional service. It motivates us to live with purpose and to
steward wisely the gifts God has given. The unknown timing of the master’s
return is not a cause for fear but an invitation for daily faithfulness.

As followers of Christ, we are called to be proactive servants who make the
most of every opportunity. Readiness means spiritual alertness, ethical living,
and compassionate leadership. It means actively participating in God’s
kingdom work, knowing that one day we will receive our reward from Him.

In what ways can you live more intentionally in readiness for Jesus’ return?
How does this hope shape your daily decisions and leadership?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]{}t Faithful Stewardship in the Gospels Page 19 of 21

Day 3: 3% Living in Expectation and Readiness

Reflect and Apply

1. What does living in expectation of Christ’s return mean in your daily life?

2. How does the promise of reward influence your motivation for faithful
service?

3. In what practical ways can you cultivate spiritual readiness and faithful
leadership now?
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Day 3: 3% Living in Expectation and Readiness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how you can prepare yourself to be found faithful when
Christ returns.

2. List specific actions you can take this week to steward your
responsibilities with greater intentionality.

3. Pray for a renewed passion to serve God faithfully in all areas of life.
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Day 3: 3% Living in Expectation and Readiness

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for the hope of Your return and the promise of reward for
faithful service. Help me to live each day with readiness and purpose,
stewarding well all that You have entrusted to me. May I honor You with my
actions and leadership, eagerly awaiting Your coming. Strengthen me to
persevere and serve with joy. Amen. £ 33 &> (1)
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