Fellowship in Caring for
Widows

Explore the biblical call to support widows,
embodying compassionate fellowship for those
who have experienced loss.
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Introduction

Fellowship is more than just gathering together; it is a deep, meaningful
connection that reflects God's love and care through community. One of the
most vital ways this manifests in Scripture is through how we support
widows—those who have experienced profound loss. In biblical times,
widows were often vulnerable, lacking economic security and social
standing, making the call to care for them not just a suggestion, but a sacred
duty:.

Throughout the Bible, God highlights the importance of standing with the
widows as a test of genuine faith and compassion. This study invites you to
journey through Scripture to understand what fellowship means in the
context of caring for widows. As we engage with God's Word, we will uncover
how showing practical love and support to those grieving loss reflects the
heart of God and empowers a community built on grace.

Each day we will explore different aspects of this calling: from God’s promises
to widows, to how the early church organized care for them, and how we can
apply loving fellowship today. Whether you are part of a church ministry, a
friend, or someone who simply wants to grow in Christlike compassion, may
this study inspire and equip you to embody the true nature of fellowship—
one that binds us in love, especially with those in loss. Let's step into this
journey with open hearts ready to serve and learn.
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Day 1. & The Heart of God for Widows
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Day 1: <2 The Heart of God for Widows

Your Verse

Psalm 685 - "A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his
holy dwelling.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Deuteronomy 10:18 - "He defends the cause of the fatherless and the
widow; and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food
and clothing.”

e James 1:27 - "Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress...”
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Day 1: <2 The Heart of God for Widows

Devotional: God’s Compassion for Widows Revealed

Day 1 invites us to encounter the heart of God for widows, reminding us of His
compassionate nature. The Psalmist declares God as a defender and father to
the fatherless and widows—a tender picture of a God who does not neglect
the vulnerable.

In Scripture, God's care for widows is not passive; it is active and just. He
defends their causes and provides for their needs. This divine example sets
the foundation for our own fellowship—our bond in Christ ought to reflect
this deep compassion.

How comforting it is to know that in moments of loss and loneliness, God
Himself stands as protector and caregiver/ Today, meditate on Psalm 68:5,
allowing God’s compassion to inspire your own heart. Fellowship rooted in
this love means not turning away from those who grieve but drawing near,
offering support and hope.

When we care for widows, we mirror God’s character and affirm their value in
the community. Let this truth stir you to be an instrument of God’s loving
fellowship.
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Day 1: <2 The Heart of God for Widows

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing God defends widows change your view of His
character?

2. In what ways can you personally show active care to those who are
vulnerable in your community?

3. What might stop us from fully participating in God’s call to care for
widows and the fatherless?
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Day 1: <2 The Heart of God for Widows

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you saw God’s compassion in action for someone in
loss.

2. List practical ways you can support widows in your church or
neighborhood.

3. Reflect on your feelings about loss and how fellowship has impacted your
healing.
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Day 1: <2 The Heart of God for Widows

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for being the defender of widows and protector of
the vulnerable. Help me to see those experiencing loss through Your
compassionate eyes. Teach me to embody Your love, offering fellowship that
comforts and restores. May Your heart move in mine as I seek to support
widows around me with kindness and grace. Strengthen me to be an
instrument of Your peace and care. Amen. J\ 9 <
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Day 2: #£ Biblical Commands to Care for
Widows
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Day 2: # Biblical Commands to Care for Widows

Your Verse

1 Timothy 5:5 - "The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her
hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Exodus 22:22 - "Do not take advantage of the widow or the fatherless.”

 Deuteronomy 27:19 - "Cursed is anyone who withholds justice from the
foreigner, the fatherless or the widow:”
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Day 2: # Biblical Commands to Care for Widows

Devotional: God’s Clear Call to Protect and Provide

God’s Word is clear. Caring for widows is more than kindness; it’s a command.
Day 2 draws us into the Scriptures to understand how God instructs His
people to protect, provide for, and honor widows.

1 Timothy tells us about widows who are truly in need—those vulnerable and
without support. These women place their hope in God during difficult
times. The early church was charged with caring for widows as part of their
fellowship, demonstrating faith through action. To neglect this responsibility
was not simply ignoring a social duty; it was disobedience to God’s law.

Exodus and Deuteronomy reinforce this call by prohibiting exploitation and
injustice toward widows. When we choose to care for widows, we align
ourselves with God’s justice and mercy. This fellowship is a powerful witness
of God’s kingdom on earth.

Reflect on how honoring and supporting widows strengthens not only
individuals but the entire faith community:
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Day 2: # Biblical Commands to Care for Widows

Reflect and Apply

1. What does obedience to God’s commands regarding widows mean for
our daily lives?

2. How can your church or group better implement biblical care for widows?

3. Do you see fellowship with widows as a privilege, duty, or both? Why?
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Day 2: # Biblical Commands to Care for Widows

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how understanding God’s commands affects your view of
caring for widows.

2. List ways to advocate for widows’ needs in your community with love
and justice.

3. Describe how your fellowship community responds to those in loss and
what could improve.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]{}t Fellowship in Caring for Widows Page150f 33

Day 2: # Biblical Commands to Care for Widows

Prayer for Today

Lord God, Your Word calls us to act justly and love mercy. Help me to be
obedient in caring for widows, to defend and support them as You do. Show
me where I can serve and how to be a faithful part of a fellowship that honors
Your commands. May justice and compassion flow through my actions. In

Jesus’ Name, Amen. @ [1(R)
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Day 3: £ Early Church Fellowship for
Widows
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Day 3: fx Early Church Fellowship for Widows

Your Verse

Acts 6:1-4 - "The twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, ... "It

would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to
wait on tables.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Timothy 5:9-10 - "No widow may be put on the list of widows unless
she is over sixty, has been faithtul to her husband...”

o James 1:27 - "to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to
keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”
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Day 3: fx Early Church Fellowship for Widows

Devotional: Organized Care as Fellowship in Action

The early church recognized the importance of intentional care. On Day 3 we
examine how they structured fellowship to support widows and those in
need.

In Acts 6, we read about a practical solution to ensure widows were not
neglected: the appointment of deacons to oversee distribution and care. This
shows that fellowship involves deliberate action and organization.

Paul’s letter to Timothy gives guidelines about whom the church should
officially support, emphasizing faithfulness and dignity. Serving widows was
part of sustaining the community and keeping the church pure and true to its
calling, as James reminds us.

Reflect on how fellowship is both loving and purposetul, and how your
community might learn from the early church’s example in caring for those in
loss.
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Day 3: fx Early Church Fellowship for Widows

Reflect and Apply

1. What can be learned from the early church’s approach to caring for
widows?

2. How does organized care enhance the quality and impact of fellowship?

3. In what ways could your church develop or strengthen ministry to
widows?
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Day 3: fx Early Church Fellowship for Widows

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on the roles in your church that provide care for widows and those
grieving.

2. Brainstorm ideas for new or improved fellowship initiatives supporting
widows.

3. Write about how structure and love work together in effective ministry.
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Day 3: fx Early Church Fellowship for Widows

Prayer for Today

Dear Father, thank You for the example of the early church and their
deliberate care for widows. Please guide us to build organized, compassionate
fellowship that meets the needs of those in loss. Grant wisdom and unity to
leaders and members alike to serve effectively. Help us to be Your hands and
feet, showing love through action. Amen. jai 0 (3
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Day 4: 9 Practical Ways to Support Widows
Today
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Day 4: €9 Practical Ways to Support Widows Today

Your Verse

Galatians 6:2 - "Carry each others burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the
law of Christ.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 12:15 - "Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who
mourn.”

« Hebrews 13:16 - "Do not forget to do good and to share with others, for
with such sacrifices God is pleased.”
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Day 4: €9 Practical Ways to Support Widows Today

Devotional: Living Out Fellowship in Tangible Love

We are called to bear one another’s burdens. Day 4 explores practical, tangible
ways we can show fellowship by supporting widows and those in loss in our
communities.

Galatians reminds us that fellowship means sharing in both joys and sorrows.
Romans teaches us empathy—to mourn with those who mourn—and
Hebrews encourages generous giving and kindness.

Supporting widows today can take many forms: visiting regularly, helping
with chores, offering financial assistance, praying faithfully, or simply
listening deeply. It is about consistently expressing love in ways that meet real
needs.

Consider your unique gifts and how you might engage in meaningful
fellowship that carries out Christ’s love in practice.
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Day 4: €9 Practical Ways to Support Widows Today

Reflect and Apply

1. How do these scriptures challenge your current involvement with those
in loss?

2. What barriers might prevent consistent support for widows, and how can
they be overcome?

3. How can your personal gifts contribute to caring for widows in your
sphere of influence?
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Day 4: €9 Practical Ways to Support Widows Today

Journaling Prompts

1. List specific actions you can take to support widows in your community.

2. Reflect on a time when fellowship helped you or someone you know
through loss.

3. Write a plan for cultivating empathy and ongoing care in your fellowship
group.
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Day 4: €9 Practical Ways to Support Widows Today

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, teach me to bear the burdens of others, especially widows and
those grieving. Open my eyes to their needs and soften my heart to act in love.
Help me to be a faithful friend and servant, offering support through practical
ways. May my life reflect the fellowship You desire—rooted in compassion
and service. Amen. () & &
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Day 5: %> Fellowship That Reflects God’s
Kingdom
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Day 5: §> Fellowship That Reflects God’s Kingdom

Your Verse

John 13:34-35 - A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1John 3:17 - "It anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or
sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that
person?”

o Matthew 25:40 - "Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
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Day 5: §> Fellowship That Reflects God’s Kingdom

Devotional: Reflecting Christ’s Love Through
Fellowship

The ultimate measure of fellowship is love. Day 5 brings us to Jesus’
command to love each other as He loved us, a love that is selfless, sacrificial,

and inclusive.

When we care for widows and those in loss, we not only obey God’s law but
manifest the presence of His kingdom here on earth. 1John reminds us that
ignoring those in need reveals a heart disconnected from God’s love. In
contrast, Matthew shows that serving the vulnerable is serving Christ
Himself.

As you close this studly, reflect on how your fellowship can be a visible sign of
Christ’s love—especially for widows experiencing loss. Let this love
transform your community and spur unshakeable hope.
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Day 5: ¥ Fellowship That Reflects God’s Kingdom

Reflect and Apply

1. How does loving widows as Jesus commands shape the identity of your
church community?

2. What does it practically mean to treat widows as serving Christ Himself?

3. In what ways can your fellowship grow to better reflect God’s kingdom
love?
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Day 5: §> Fellowship That Reflects God’s Kingdom

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a commitment statement about how you will demonstrate Christ-
like love in fellowship.

2. Reflect on the connection between love shown to widows and your own
relationship with God.

3. Describe ways your fellowship can become a stronger reflection of God’s
kingdom.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]{}t Fellowship in Caring for Widows Page 33 of 33

Day 5: §> Fellowship That Reflects God’s Kingdom

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, You have commanded us to love one another as You have loved us.
Help me to live out this love authentically by supporting widows and those in
loss with grace and mercy. May my fellowship be a radiant reflection of Your
kingdom, offering hope and healing. Empower me to serve with a loving
heart that brings glory to You. Amen. @ | 5| @

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

HolyJot

Where God’s Word Meets Your Daily Life

A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we'd love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you'll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life

B Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches

&% Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
 Aplace to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

Visit Now:

# www.HolyJot.com
2 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

(=3 We'd love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

(=3 Connect with us at:
Facebook - Instagram - YouTube - TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.

HOl JOt _ase keep it intact so the full study and credits remain.
y © 2025 HolyJot LLC. All Rights Reserved.


https://www.holyjot.com/?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=fellowship-in-caring-for-widows
https://www.holyjot.com/signup?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=fellowship-in-caring-for-widows
https://www.holyjot.com/?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=fellowship-in-caring-for-widows
mailto:info@holyjot.com
https://www.facebook.com/61576605431049
https://www.instagram.com/holyjotbible
https://www.youtube.com/@holyjot
https://www.tiktok.com/@holyjot

	Introduction
	Day 1: 🤝 The Heart of God for Widows
	Day 2: 🌿 Biblical Commands to Care for Widows
	Day 3: 🏘️ Early Church Fellowship for Widows
	Day 4: 💖 Practical Ways to Support Widows Today
	Day 5: ✨ Fellowship That Reflects God’s Kingdom



