Finding Peace: God's
Strength for Mental Health

Explore Scripture’s guidance and comfort for
mental health struggles, focusing on fear and
anxiety related to harming others.
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Introduction

Mental health challenges, especially those involving fear of hurting others,
can be overwhelming and isolating. For those facing Harm OCD, intrusive
thoughts can feel unbearable, casting shadows over daily life. Yet, God's Word
offers hope, peace, and understanding for each person battling these fears
and anxieties.

This 5-day Bible study plan guides you through Scripture that speaks to the
heart of mental health challenges, revealing how God's love, presence, and
truth can soothe the mind and strengthen the spirit. We'll journey together to
uncover biblical truths that affirm your worth, invite you into God's peace,
and equip you to face intrusive fears without shame or despair.

Each day, you will read a carefully selected primary Scripture, supported by
additional verses that deepen your understanding. Through devotional
reflections, you'll be encouraged to see how God tenderly cares for your mind
and emotions, offering reassurance in moments of doubt and struggle.
Thought-provoking questions and journaling prompts will help you process
your journey, and prayers will invite you to draw near to God, leaning on His
strength and grace.

This study is designed to remind you that, even in the midst of unwelcome
thoughts, you are not alone. God sees your pain and walks alongside you,
ready to bring healing and peace. Let this time in His Word be a sanctuary for
your mind and heart, a place where hope grows and healing begins.
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Day 1: €O Facing Fear with Faith
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Day 1: @ Facing Fear with Faith

Your Verse

Isaiah 41:10 - "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am
your God.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 34:4 - "I sought the Lord, and he answered me; he delivered me
from all my fears.”

2 Timothy 1:7 - "For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but
gives us power, love and self-discipline.”
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Day 1: @ Facing Fear with Faith

Devotional: God’s Presence Conquers Our Deepest
Fears

Fear can grip us tightly, especially when our minds are troubled by intrusive
thoughts or anxieties, like those found in Harm OCD. Today’s Scripture
reminds us that fear does not have the final say in our lives. God’s promise in
Isaiah 41:10 offers a firm foundation: because He is with us, we don't need to
be dismayed or paralyzed by fear.

Fear often tries to isolate us, convincing us we are alone. Yet, this verse is a
bold declaration to the contrary: God is present and active in your life. When
anxiety about harming others creeps in, cling to the truth that God’s Spirit
empowers you, not with fear, but with strength and love.

Allow yourself to acknowledge your fears without judgment, then bring them
honestly to God. His promise is not just that He sees your fear—He is with you
through it, offering courage and peace beyond understanding.
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Day 1: @ Facing Fear with Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. What fears are currently dominating your thoughts, and how can you
invite God into those moments?

2. How does knowing God’s Spirit gives power, love, and self-discipline
change your view of your anxious thoughts?

3. In what ways might fear be isolating you from God or others, and how
can you reach out despite it?
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Day 1: @ Facing Fear with Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time fear felt overwhelming—how did you respond
spiritually?

2. List ways God has shown Himself faithful during anxious seasons.

3. Reflect on what it means to you that God is with you in your fears.
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Day 1: @ Facing Fear with Faith

Prayer for Today

Lord, I come to You weighed down by fear and anxious thoughts. Help me to
remember Your promise that You are with me, even when my mind tries to
convince me otherwise. Fill me with Your Spirit’s power, love, and self-
control, so I can face each day with courage. Teach me to bring my fears to You
honestly and trust in Your everlasting presence. Thank You for not leaving me
alone. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, @ €3
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Day 2: € Guarding Your Mind with God’s
Peace
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Day 2: € Guarding Your Mind with God’s Peace

Your Verse

Philippians 4:6-7 - "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And
the peace of God...will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 14:27 - "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you... Do not let your
hearts be troubled or afraid.”

e Romans 12:2 - "Be transformed by the renewing of your mind...”
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Day 2: € Guarding Your Mind with God’s Peace

Devotional: Choose Prayer to Unlock God’s Protective
Peace

Anxiety often feels like a relentless storm in the mind, but God calls us to a
different experience—His peace. In Philippians 4:6-7, we are invited to bring
everything to God with prayer, petition, and thanksgiving. This active step of
surrender unlocks God’s peace, which acts as a protective guard over our
hearts and minds.

For someone struggling with Harm OCD, intrusive thoughts can feel like
arguing voices that refuse to be silenced. Yet, God’s peace is a calming
presence that doesn’t depend on circumstances. When you intentionally turn
to Him with your worries and gratitude, you open the door for His peace to
guard your mind against the accusations and fears that threaten your
wellbeing.

Consider how renewing your mind daily through Scripture and prayer can
transform anxiety into calm confidence rooted in Christ. It’s not about
ignoring fear, but about actively replacing chaos with God’s sacred tranquility:.
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Day 2: € Guarding Your Mind with God’s Peace

Reflect and Apply

1. How often do you bring your anxious thoughts to God in prayer?

2. What might “guarding your mind” look like practically in moments of
intrusive thoughts?

3. How can thanksgiving change your perspective even when fears seem
overwhelming?
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Day 2: € Guarding Your Mind with God’s Peace

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe your current prayer life and how it aids in managing anxiety.

2. List things you can thank God for despite your mental health struggles.

3. Reflect on ways to transform your mind daily with God’s truth.
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Day 2: € Guarding Your Mind with God’s Peace

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for the peace You promise to give. Help me present my
worries to You honestly, with a heart of thanksgiving even when life feels
hard. Guard my mind and heart from anxious thoughts that try to control me.
Teach me to renew my mind with Your truth so that Your peace becomes my
refuge. I surrender my fears to You today. In Jesus’ powerful name, Amen. (83

WAV
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Day 3: 3% Identity Beyond Thoughts

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Finding Peace: God's Strength for Mental Health Page 17 of 33

Day 3: 3% Identity Beyond Thoughts

Your Verse

2 Corinthians 5:17 - "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here!”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 139:14 - "I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully
made.”

e Galatians 2:20 - "I have been crucitied with Christ and I no longer live,
but Christ lives in me.”
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Day 3: 3% Identity Beyond Thoughts

Devotional: Discover Who You Are in Christ

Your identity is not defined by intrusive or harmful thoughts. The truth is that
when we belong to Christ, we become a new creation. 2 Corinthians 5:17
powerfully asserts that the old—our past definitions, fears, and false beliefs—
has passed away, and we are made new.

This is especially vital for those grappling with Harm OCD, where intrusive
thoughts may seem overwhelming or shameful. The enemy wants you to
believe these thoughts define you, but Scripture shouts otherwise. You are
wonderfully made, deeply loved, and alive in Christ.

Recognizing your identity in Christ is a pathway to freedom from shame and
fear. It allows you to see yourself through God’s eyes—not through the lens of
your intrusive thoughts. Embrace the new creation you are in Him, and allow
that truth to guide your healing journey.
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Day 3: 3% Identity Beyond Thoughts

Reflect and Apply

1. How do intrusive thoughts challenge your sense of identity?
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2. What does being a new creation in Christ mean to you personally?

3. How can embracing God’s view of you reshape your mental health
journey?
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Day 3: 3% Identity Beyond Thoughts

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about moments when you felt distant from your true identity in
Christ.

2. List characteristics God says about you that counteract negative
thoughts.

3. Reflect on how you can remind yourself daily of your new identity.
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Day 3: 3% Identity Beyond Thoughts

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for making me a new creation in Christ. Help me to reject
false definitions the enemy tries to place on me through harmful thoughts.
Teach me to see myself through Your loving eyes—as fearfully and
wonderfully made. Strengthen my heart to live fully as the person You created
me to be. I claim this identity today and always. In Jesus’name, Amen. (% &

N 4
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Day 4: 4 Strength in Weakness
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Day 4: 88 Strength in Weakness

Your Verse

2 Corinthians 12:9 - "My grace is sufticient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 34:18 - "The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit.”

o Hebrews 4:16 - "Let us then approach God's throne of grace with
confidence..”
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Day 4: 88 Strength in Weakness

Devotional: God’s Power Is Perfected When We're
Weak

Living with Harm OCD or any mental health struggle often feels like an
exhausting battle. Yet, God’s Word offers a profound truth: His grace is
enough for you, and His power shines brightest in your weakness.

When you feel overwhelmed by intrusive thoughts or fear of hurting others, it
can be tempting to hide your struggles or believe you need to be strong alone.
But 2 Corinthians 12:9 reminds us that vulnerability is a place where God’s
strength is demonstrated most clearly.

God draws near to those who feel brokenhearted and crushed in spirit (Psalm
34:18). He invites you to approach His throne of grace with confidence,
knowing you will receive mercy and find grace to help in your time of need.
This is not weakness—this is faith. In your moments of struggle, God’s power
is at work transforming you and sustaining you.
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Day 4: 88 Strength in Weakness

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you typically respond when your thoughts feel overwhelming or
‘weak’ moments arise?

2. What is the difference between hiding struggles and approaching God
with confidence?

3. How does God’s grace change your perspective on your mental health
challenges?
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Day 4: 88 Strength in Weakness

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time you experienced God’s strength during weakness.

2. Write honestly about your feelings when facing mental health challenges.

3. Think about ways you can more fully rely on God’s grace daily.
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Day 4: 88 Strength in Weakness

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for Your sufficient grace. When I am weak and
struggling, remind me that Your power is made perfect in my weakness. Help
me to come to You confidently, laying my burdens and fears at Your feet.
Strengthen me with Your presence and transform my weakness into a
testimony of Your strength. I trust in Your unfailing love. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. 3%\ &)
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Day 5: f%£ Healing and Hope Forward
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Day 5: #£ Healing and Hope Forward

Your Verse

Jeremiah 29:11 - "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,

"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 15:13 - "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in him.”

e Psalm 147:3 - "He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.”
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Day 5: #£ Healing and Hope Forward

Devotional: Trust God’s Hope for Your Healing
Journey

Recovery and healing in mental health take time, but God’s promises assure
us of a hopeful future. Jeremiah 29:11 is a cornerstone Scripture reminding us
that God’s plans for our lives are good—filled with hope and a future that
includes healing and restoration.

Harm OCD may tempt you to believe your thoughts could lead to harm, but
God declares His plans are to prosper and not to harm you. This truth can
anchor your spirit, reminding you that God is working in and through your
challenges to bring healing.

Imagine a future where peace, joy, and restoration flourish as God fills you
with hope. Let this hope propel you forward, trusting in His unfailing love
and tender care, which binds up broken hearts and makes us whole.
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Day 5: #£ Healing and Hope Forward

Reflect and Apply

1. What hopes do you hold onto for your mental health journey?

2. How can trusting God’s good plans ease feelings of despair or fear?

3. In what ways have you seen God’s healing in your life already?
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Day 5: #£ Healing and Hope Forward

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a letter to your future self, full of hope and encouragement.

2. List Scriptures that bring hope and peace to your heart.

3. Reflect on how you can nurture hope daily despite mental health
struggles.
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Day 5: #£ Healing and Hope Forward

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your plans to give me hope and a future. Even
in the midst of mental health struggles, help me trust that You are working for
my good. Fill me with joy, peace, and courage as [ walk this healing journey.
Bind up my brokenness and hold me close. I place my hope in You alone. In

Jesus’name, Amen. (2 ¥ ¥
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