Fruitful Living: Lessons
from the Barren Fig Tree

Explore God's patience and fruitfulness through the
parable of the barren fig tree in Luke 13:6—9 over
this three-day Bible study.
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Introduction

The parable of the barren fig tree in Luke 13:6—9beautifully captures the
tension between God’s patience and His desire for our lives to bear fruit. Jesus
shares this story to teach about the Spirit’s work in us and what it means to
live in alignment with God's purpose.

In this study, we will explore the meaning behind the fig tree’s barrenness and
the gardener’s plea for one more year. Through these verses, we discover that
God is not only patient and merciful but also deeply invested in our growth
and transformation.

While the tree had not produced fruit for some time, the gardener intercedes
with hope instead of immediate judgment, giving the tree additional care and
time to flourish. This reflects God's grace—He gives us opportunities to
repent, grow, and become fruitful. However, that grace is also coupled with an
expectation: that our lives reflect the transformation He desires.

Over the next three days, we will focus on understanding God's patience, our
responsibility to bear fruit, and how to cultivate a fruitful life for His glory.
This study invites you to reflect on your spiritual growth, God’s mercy in your
life, and the practical ways you can respond to His call to be fruitful.

May this time enrich your faith and deepen your commitment to live a life
that honors the Father by producing lasting fruit!
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Day 1: @ God's Patience Revealed
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Day 1: @ God's Patience Revealed

Your Verse

Luke 13:6—9: A man had a tig tree... and he came looking for fruit on it and
found none.

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Peter 3:9: "The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise... but is patient
with you.”

e Romans 2:4: ‘God's kindness is intended to lead you to repentance.’
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Day 1: @ God's Patience Revealed

Devotional: Embracing God’s Endless Patience

God’s patience shines through the parable of the barren fig tree. The owner
expects fruit but finds none. Yet, before cutting it down, the gardener’s
intercession brings a reprieve and promise of extra care. This illustrates how
God, in His great mercy, gives us time to grow and change when we fall short.

Just as the gardener appeals for more time, God continually offers us patience,
creating opportunities for repentance and growth. He doesn’t give up on us
easily! Instead, He lovingly invests in our lives by nurturing, pruning, and
encouraging.

Reflect on how God has shown patience in your personal life. Are there areas
where you sense He is still waiting for fruit? Take comfort in His mercy but
also listen to His gentle urging to respond and grow spiritually.
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Day 1: @ God’s Patience Revealed

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you personally experienced God's patience in your life?

2. In what areas might God be allowing you more time to grow spiritually?

3. What does God’s patience reveal about His character to you?
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Day 1: @ God's Patience Revealed

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when God was patient with you.
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2. List areas in your life where you desire to grow and bear fruit.

3. Journal how you can cooperate with God’s patience by cultivating
spiritual growth.
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Day 1: @ God's Patience Revealed

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your incredible patience and mercy in my life.
[ praise You for not giving up on me even when I fall short. Help me to be
receptive to Your nurturing care and to cooperate with Your Spirit as You help
me grow. Teach me to bear fruit that glorifies You. May I never take Your
grace for granted but live in response to Your loving patience. In Jesus’name,

Amen. 8 )\ @

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{)ly_](}t Fruitful Living: Lessons from the Barren Fig Tree Page 10 of 21

Day 2: @ The Expectation of Fruitfulness
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Day 2: @ The Expectation of Fruitfulness

Your Verse

Luke 13:6—7: 'He came looking for fruit on it and found none.’

Supporting Scriptures

e John 15:5: 'If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.
e Galatians 5:22-23: 'But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace...’
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Day 2: @ The Expectation of Fruitfulness

Devotional: Living to Bear Lasting Fruit

While God’s patience is abundant, His expectation for fruitfulness is clear and
intentional. The owner’s expectation for the tree to bear fruit reflects God’s
holy desire for His children to live transformed lives. God calls us not just to
exist but to flourish and exhibit the character of Christ through our actions.

Jesus emphasizes this in John 15, teaching us that abiding in Him is key to
bearing lasting fruit. The fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control—are outward
signs of this inner transformation.

Consider what fruit is evident in your life today. God’s expectation invites us
to honest reflection and intentional spiritual growth. We are empowered by
His Spirit to live fruitful lives that bless others and glorify God.
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Day 2: @ The Expectation of Fruitfulness

Reflect and Apply

1. What kinds of fruit is God calling you to produce in your life?

2. How does abiding in Christ empower you to be fruitful?

3. Are there areas where you feel hindered from bearing fruit? Why?
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Day 2: @ The Expectation of Fruitfulness

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe the spiritual fruits you see growing in your life.

2. Write about habits or attitudes you want to prune for more fruitfulness.

3. Commit to one practical step toward bearing more fruit this week.
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Day 2: @ The Expectation of Fruitfulness

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for inviting me to abide in You and bear much fruit.
Help me to cultivate the fruit of Your Spirit in my daily walk. May my life
reflect Your love and kindness, bringing glory to Your name. Remove
anything that hinders my growth, and remind me that fruitfulness is possible
only through You. In Your precious name, Amen. ‘@ J\ %
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Day 3: % Cultivating a Fruitful Life
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Day 3: 3 Cultivating a Fruitful Life

Your Verse

Luke 13:8: 'Let me dig around it and fertilize it

Supporting Scriptures

e Hebrews 12:11: 'No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.
later yield the peacetul fruit of righteousness.’

e James 1:2-4: Consider it pure joy... as you persevere, you will become
mature and complete.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Fruitful Living: Lessons from the Barren Fig Tree Page 18 of 21

Day 3: 3 Cultivating a Fruitful Life

Devotional: Welcoming God's Cultivation and Growth

The gardener’s offer to dig around and fertilize the fig tree shows the
importance of careful cultivation. God is actively working in our lives to
prepare us to produce fruit. Sometimes this requires pruning, discipline, and
challenges — things that may be uncomfortable but are ultimately for our
good.

Hebrews reminds us that discipline yields righteousness and peace, while
James encourages joy in trials because they lead to maturity. This cultivation
process, though demanding, refines our faith and character so that we can
reflect God’s glory more fully.

Today, consider how God might be cultivating you through circumstances or
His Spirit’s leading. Embrace His work in your life, trusting that it prepares
you to bear rich and lasting fruit.
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Day 3: 3 Cultivating a Fruitful Life

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways is God currently cultivating growth in your life?

2. How do you respond to challenges or discipline from God?

3. What step can you take today to cooperate with God's refining work?
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Day 3: 3 Cultivating a Fruitful Life

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a recent experience where God used difficulty to teach you.

2. List blessings or growth you have seen through spiritual discipline.

3. Reflect on how you can welcome God’s cultivation more fully.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Fruitful Living: Lessons from the Barren Fig Tree Page 21 0f 21

Day 3: 3 Cultivating a Fruitful Life

Prayer for Today

Father God, thank You for lovingly cultivating my heart and life. Help me to
trust Your timing and methods even when they challenge me. Teach me to
embrace Your pruning and fertilizing, knowing You have my best in mind.
May I grow into the fruitful disciple You desire, reflecting Your goodness to
the world. In Jesus’ name, Amen. % J\ &3
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