God’s Wisdom in
Unexpected Places
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Discover how God's wisdom shines through
unlikely situations and people, challenging our
expectations and guiding our lives.
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Introduction

Wisdom is often pictured as lofty knowledge or clever insight acquired
through years of study or experience. Yet, the Bible reveals a different, more
surprising reality: God's wisdom frequently emerges in unexpected ways and
through unforeseen vessels. In Scripture, wisdom is not confined to the elite,
the educated, or the powerful. Rather, it breaks barriers, appearing in
moments and people we might overlook or underestimate.

Consider the story of King Solomon, who prayed for wisdom rather than
riches or power, becoming renowned for judgments that surprised even
kings (1 Kings 3:9-12). Or the unexpected wisdom of a simple widow offering
two small coins with great faith (Mark 12:41-44). God’s wisdom invites us to
remain open, humble, and attentive to how He may be speaking through the
most unlikely situations.

As you journey through this study, let your eyes be opened to where God’s
wisdom might be revealed in your own life. Perhaps through a challenge, a
stranger’s advice, a seemingly minor event, or an unexpected outcome.
Wisdom is not always obvious, but it is everywhere when we seek it in faith.

May these reflections deepen your understanding and encourage you to trust
God’s guidance, even when it arises from surprising places. Wisdoms true
source is the Lord, tull of wonder and grace — ready to transform your
perspective and enrich your spirit.
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Day 1: & Wisdom From the Humble
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Day 1: & Wisdom From the Humble

Your Verse

1 Corinthians 1:25 "For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom,
and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.”

Supporting Scriptures

o James 3:17 "But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure;
then peace-loving, considerate, submissive...”

e Proverbs 3:5-6 "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding...”
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Day 1: & Wisdom From the Humble

Devotional: Embracing God’s Wisdom Beyond
Human Standards

God’s wisdom often confronts worldly expectations. What seems weak or
foolish by human standards is, in God’s eyes, the most profound wisdom. In 1
Corinthians 1:25, Paul reminds us that God’s wisdom transcends all human
knowledge and strength, challenging us to reconsider where we look for
truth and guidance.

Many times, God's wisdom flows through the humble and unexpected. The
world prizes strength, intelligence, and status, but God values a heart that
trusts Him wholeheartedly, like Solomon’s humble prayer for wisdom (1
Kings 3:9). When we release our grip on human understanding and open
ourselves to divine insight, we become receptive to wisdom from heaven —
wisdom that is pure, peace-loving, and full of mercy (James 3:17).

This day invites you to reflect on areas where you may have discounted
wisdom because it came from unexpected or unlikely sources. How might
God be speaking through someone or something you've overlooked?
Embracing humility can position our hearts to receive the guidance we
desperately need.
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Day 1: & Wisdom From the Humble

Reflect and Apply

1. Where in your life have you relied solely on your own understanding
instead of seeking God’s wisdom?

2. Can you recall a time when wisdom came to you through an unexpected
person or situation?

3. How does the concept of ‘foolishness’ in God’s wisdom challenge your
previous assumptions about what is valuable or true?
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Day 1: & Wisdom From the Humble

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a moment when you realized God’s wisdom differed from
worldly wisdom.

2. Describe someone unlikely who has offered you meaningful guidance or
insight.

3. Reflect on areas of your life where you need humility to accept God’s
wisdom.
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Day 1: & Wisdom From the Humble

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to seek Your wisdom above all else. Help me to quiet my own
understanding and be open to the guidance You provide—even when it
comes unexpectedly or through humble means. Grow in me a heart of
humility and trust, that I may discern Your truth clearly and walk in Your
ways with confidence.

Thank You for being the source of perfect wisdom and for caring about every
detail of my life. Use me as an instrument of Your wisdom to encourage others

too. Amen. J\, (1)
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Day 2: & Wisdom in Unexpected Journeys
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Day 2: A Wisdom in Unexpected Journeys

Your Verse

Exodus 34 "When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to
him from within the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, 'Here I am.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 55:8-9 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, declares the LORD.”

e Proverbs 19:21 "Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s
purpose that prevails.”
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Day 2: A Wisdom in Unexpected Journeys

Devotional: Trusting God’s Unexpected Plans for
Growth

God’s wisdom frequently reveals itself along paths we hadn’t planned or
expected. Moses’ encounter with God at the burning bush (Exodus 3:4)
transformed his entire life journey from that moment forward. He was called
not on a path filled with human expectations of success, but on an
unexpected route of faith and obedience.

God’s ways surpass our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9), and His plans often disrupt our
own to lead us into His greater purpose. We can grow impatient or confused

when life takes unanticipated turns, yet these detours are often where God’s

wisdom is most clearly illuminated. The purpose He has for us is what truly

prevails (Proverbs 19:21), even when our own plans fail or change.

Today’s devotional asks you to consider: Are there unexpected journeys or
challenges in your life that might be God’s way of guiding you toward
wisdom? How might surrendering your own plans open a door to divine
insight and growth?
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Day 2: A Wisdom in Unexpected Journeys

Reflect and Apply

1. What unexpected situations have brought you closer to God’s wisdom?

2. How do you typically react when your plans are interrupted or changed?

3. In what ways might surrendering control to God deepen your
understanding and trust in Him?
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Day 2: A Wisdom in Unexpected Journeys

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God redirected your life in a surprising way and what
you learned.

2. Describe your current journey—are there unexpected turns? How might
God be at work in those?

3. List areas where you need to release control and trust God’s wisdom
instead.
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Day 2: A Wisdom in Unexpected Journeys

Prayer for Today

Father, help me to trust Your plans even when they seem unclear or
unexpected. Teach me to follow Your leading with patience and courage,
knowing You are wiser than I am. Open my heart to receive Your guidance in
every moment and through every circumstance.

Thank You for guiding me on paths I may not understand but that lead to
Your perfect purpose. Strengthen my faith to lean on You fully. Amen. # J\,

L i
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Day 3: 3% Wisdom Through Unexpected
People
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Day 3: 3% Wisdom Through Unexpected People

Your Verse

Matthew 11:25 "At that time Jesus said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven

and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned,
and revealed them to little children.””

Supporting Scriptures

e Luke 2:52 "And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God
andman.”

e Proverbs 17:6 "Children’s children are a crown to the aged, and parents are
the pride of their children.”
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Day 3: 3% Wisdom Through Unexpected People

Devotional: Finding God’s Wisdom in Unlikely People

God often reveals His deepest wisdom through those we least expect—
sometimes through children, the marginalized, or the simple-hearted. Jesus’
praise of God for revealing truth to ‘little children’ rather than the wise and
learned (Matthew 11:25) is a powerful reminder that wisdom isn’t dependent
on human status or intellectual achievement.

True wisdom comes from a heart open to God’s revelation, like that of a child
who trusts without reservation. Jesus Himself grew in wisdom and favor
(Luke 2:52), showcasing the value God places on humility and receptiveness.
Likewise, wisdom can be transmitted across generations and through
unexpected relationships, such as those with the young or the overlooked
(Proverbs 17:6).

Consider how you might be overlooking sources of God’s wisdom in people
around you. Are there voices you have dismissed or undervalued? Wisdom's
surprising presence among unlikely individuals can challenge and enrich our
perspective when we open ourselves to learn.
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Day 3: 3% Wisdom Through Unexpected People

Reflect and Apply

1. Have you ever received meaningful wisdom from someone unexpected,
such as a child or a newcomer?

2. What attitudes or biases might prevent you from recognizing God’s
wisdom in others?

3. How can you cultivate a childlike openness to divine truth each day?
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Day 3: 3% Wisdom Through Unexpected People

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time someone unexpected taught you an important
spiritual truth.

2. Reflect on your relationships—who might God be using to speak wisdom
into your life now?

3. Journal ways you can grow in humility and openness to God’s teachings.
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Day 3: 3% Wisdom Through Unexpected People

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for revealing Your wisdom through unexpected people and
humble hearts. Help me to listen carefully and learn from those You place
around me, no matter their age or status. Give me a childlike trust in Your
truth and a keen eye to recognize Your voice in all forms.

May Your wisdom shape me and my relationships, guiding me in love and
grace every day. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /), & (I
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