Gospel Grace: Exploring
Forgiveness and Love

Discover the transforming power of forgiveness
through the Parable of the Two Debtors and
understand God's grace in our lives.
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Introduction

The Gospels capture the heart of Jesus' teaching—love, grace, forgiveness,
and redemption. Among the many stories He told, the Parable of the Two
Debtors (Luke 7:41-50) beautifully illustrates the deep connection between
understanding grace and growing love. This parable teaches that when we
truly grasp the extent of our forgiveness, our love becomes profound and
sincere.

In this 7-day study, we will journey through the themes embedded in this
story by exploring key passages in the Gospels. We will reflect on the nature
of sin and debt, the depth of God’s mercy, and how our response to grace
shapes our relationships with God and others. Each day will build upon the
last, helping us personally encounter Christ’s forgiving love and encouraging
us to extend that love in meaningful ways.

As we open our hearts to God's Word, may we experience a deeper gratitude
for His forgiveness and a growing passion to love others as we have been
loved. Prepare to see grace in a fresh light, unlocking freedom from shame
and inspiring a love that flows from understanding the incredible gift God
offers through Jesus Christ. Let's embark together on this gospel journey of
mercy, grace, and love.
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Day 1: [_] Understanding Our Debt
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Day 1: [[] Understanding Our Debt

Your Verse

Luke 741-42 - “There was a creditor who had two debtors. One owed five

hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he canceled the
debts of both.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 3:23 - “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”

e Psalm 514 - “against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in
your sight;”
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Day 1: [[] Understanding Our Debt

Devotional: Recognizing the Depth of Our Sin

Before we can appreciate forgiveness, we must understand the nature of our
debt. In the parable, the two debtors owed large sums they could not repay;
symbolizing the heavy burden of sin we carry. Just as the debtors were
powerless to clear their debts, we are unable to earn righteousness through
our efforts. Sin separates us from God and creates a spiritual debt impossible
to repay on our own.

Paul reminds us in Romans 3:23 that all mankind has sinned, emphasizing
our universal need for grace. David’'s honest confession in Psalm 51 reveals
that sin is ultimately against God, underscoring the seriousness of our
condition. But recognizing this debt isn't meant to condemn; instead, it leads
us to a place of humility and dependence on God’s mercy.

This day invites us to reflect: What debts do I carry that only Jesus can
forgive? Acknowledging our sin is the first step toward experiencing the
freedom offered in the Gospel.
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Day 1: [[] Understanding Our Debt

Reflect and Apply

1. How does recognizing the weight of your sin change your perspective
about yourself and God?

2. In what ways do you try to repay your spiritual ‘debt’ on your own?

3. What feelings arise when you consider that all have sinned and fall short?
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Day 1: [[] Understanding Our Debt

Journaling Prompts

1. List areas in your life where you need God’s forgiveness.

2. Write about your initial reactions when you first understood your
‘'spiritual debt.

3. Reflect on what it means that sin is ultimately against God.
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Day 1: [[] Understanding Our Debt

Prayer for Today

Father, today I come humbled, aware of the deep debt of sin I owe. Thank You
for Your patience and mercy that sees past my failures. Help me to fully
acknowledge my need for Your forgiveness and to trust Your grace. Teach me
to surrender any attempts to earn my way to You, and lead me into freedom
through Jesus’ sacrifice. Thank You for loving me when I was unworthy. In
Jesus’ name, Amen. J\ ) @

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]y]{}t Gospel Grace: Exploring Forgiveness and Love Page 10 of 45

Day 2: @ Forgiveness That Frees
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Day 2: @ Forgiveness That Frees

Your Verse

Luke 743 - “Which of them will love him more?” Simon replied, “I suppose

the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” “You have judged correctly;” Jesus
said.

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 1.7 - “In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace,”

e Colossians 3:13 - “Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”
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Day 2: @ Forgiveness That Frees

Devotional: The Connection Between Forgiveness
and Love

Forgiveness changes everything. Jesus’ question to Simon highlights a truth:
those who recognize the depth of their forgiveness often respond with
greater love. Forgiveness is not just an erasing of debt; it is a liberation that
fills the heart with gratitude and affection.

In Ephesians 1:7, Paul reminds us that our redemption comes through the
immeasurable riches of God's grace—this gift is the foundation for new life.
When we truly embrace that we have been forgiven completely and freely, it
frees us from guilt and empowers love to grow. Colossians 3:13 challenges us
to extend this same forgiveness to others, revealing how grace creates a cycle
of love.

Today, consider how forgiveness has impacted your life. How might
embracing God’s forgiveness more fully transform your capacity to love
others and yourself?
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Day 2: @ Forgiveness That Frees

Reflect and Apply

1. Can you identify moments when forgiveness led you to a deeper love for
God or others?

2. How does knowing that forgiveness is a gift, not a reward, affect your
view of grace?

3. Are there areas in your relationships where offering forgiveness could
heal and grow love?
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Day 2: @ Forgiveness That Frees

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time when you experienced freedom through forgiveness.

2. Write about what it means to forgive as God forgave you.

3. Reflect on how love grows when forgiveness is received and extended.
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Day 2: @ Forgiveness That Frees

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for the rich grace that redeems and forgives my sins.
Help me to accept Your forgiveness fully and let it transform my heart to love
You and others deeply. Teach me to forgive freely as You have forgiven me.
May my life reflect Your mercy, bringing healing and love in every
relationship. In Your name, Amen. P || @
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Day 3: #£ Grace's Impact on the Heart
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Day 3: # Grace's Impact on the Heart

Your Verse

Luke 747 - “Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her
great love has shown.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 12:9 - “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.”

o Titus 3:5 - “He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but
because of his mercy.”
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Day 3: £ Grace's Impact on the Heart

Devotional: How Grace Inspires Deep Love

Grace is the catalyst for love. The woman in the parable showed great love
because she understood the magnitude of the forgiveness she received. Jesus
states her many sins are forgiven, which fuels her affection and devotion.
Grace that reveals God’s mercy leads to a heart that responds in worship,
gratitude, and love.

Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 12:9 remind us that God’s grace is all we need
and His power shines brightest in our weakness. We cannot earn or do
enough to deserve this grace; it is a mercy given freely (Titus 3:5). When we
internalize this, our hearts respond not out of obligation but out of genuine
love. This love becomes a testimony of God’s transformative work within us.

Reflect on how understanding grace has changed your heart’s capacity for
love and how this might motivate your walk with Christ.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Gospel Grace: Exploring Forgiveness and Love Page 19 of 45

Day 3: # Grace's Impact on the Heart

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways do you see God’s grace shaping your love for Him and
others?

2. How does embracing grace affect your understanding of your
weaknesses and failures?

3. What expressions of love has God’s forgiveness inspired in your life?
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Day 3: # Grace's Impact on the Heart

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a moment when you experienced God’s grace in a powerful
way.

2. Describe how your love for God has changed after understanding His
mercy.

3. Reflect on ways you can express love that stems from gratitude for grace.
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Day 3: # Grace's Impact on the Heart

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, thank You for the overwhelming mercy You pour into my life.
Help me to live rooted in the grace that frees me from shame and inspires
genuine love. Teach me to embrace my weaknesses and allow Your power to
work through me. May my love reflect the depth of forgiveness I have
received, drawing others to Your heart. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /£ @ &>
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Day 4: €) Forgiving Others as We've Been
Forgiven

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Gospel Grace: Exploring Forgiveness and Love Page 23 of 45

Day 4: © Forgiving Others as We've Been Forgiven

Your Verse

Luke 7:50 - “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
Supporting Scriptures

« Matthew 6:14 - “For if you forgive other people when they sin against
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.”

 Ephesians 4:31-32 - “Be kind and compassionate to one another,
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
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Day 4: © Forgiving Others as We've Been Forgiven

Devotional: Extending Grace Through Forgiveness

Faith that saves calls us to peace and forgiveness. Jesus’ declaration to the
woman emphasizes salvation through faith and invites her—and us—to live
in peace. One way to live this peace is by forgiving others as God has forgiven
us.

Matthew 6:14 connects our willingness to forgive others directly with
receiving God’s forgiveness. It’s a challenging command but vital in reflecting
Christ’s character. Paul’s exhortation in Ephesians 4 calls us to kindness,
compassion, and forgiveness as a faith response rooted in God’s work in our
lives.

Today, consider where you might be holding onto unforgiveness. How can
embracing God’s forgiveness empower you to release those burdens and walk
in peace?
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Day 4: © Forgiving Others as We've Been Forgiven

Reflect and Apply

1. Are there people you find hard to forgive? What keeps you from releasing
that?

2. How does forgiving others reflect the grace you have received from God?

3. What peace might come from letting go of resentment or anger?
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Day 4: © Forgiving Others as We've Been Forgiven

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify someone you need to forgive and pray for the strength to do so.

2. Write about any fears or barriers you face in forgiving others.

3. Reflect on how forgiveness could change your relationships.
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Day 4: © Forgiving Others as We've Been Forgiven

Prayer for Today

Lord, forgive me for the times I have withheld forgiveness from others. Help
me to extend the same grace You have shown me, releasing bitterness and
embracing peace. Fill my heart with kindness and compassion, and guide me
to walk in faith that frees and restores relationships. Thank You for saving me
and inviting me into peace. Amen. & J\ @
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Day 5: {§ Love That Transforms Lives
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Day 5: { Love That Transforms Lives

Your Verse

Luke 744-45 - “You did not give me water for my feet, but she has wet my
feet with her tears... You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time
I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 13:34 - ‘A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another.”

o 1John 4:19 - “We love because he first loved us.”
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Day 5: { Love That Transforms Lives

Devotional: Expressions of Love Rooted in Grace

The woman’s heartfelt actions show a love transformed by grace. She washes
Jesus’ feet with tears and anoints them, signs of humility and devotion. Her
love speaks louder than words, revealing a heart touched deeply by
forgiveness.

Jesus commands us in John 13:34 to love one another just as He has loved us
—a sacrificial, selfless love. As 1 John 4:19 explains, our love flows because He
loved us first. When we truly embrace this, our acts of kindness and love
become genuine expressions of grace at work in us.

Reflect today on how grace has fueled your love, and consider ways to express
this love practically to those around you.
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Day 5: { Love That Transforms Lives

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced Jesus’ love shaping your actions and
attitudes?

2. In what ways can you show humble love and devotion to God and others?

3. Are there practical ways your forgiveness-inspired love can be expressed
this week?
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Day 5: { Love That Transforms Lives

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when you showed love as a response to God's grace.

2. Detail ways you can demonstrate humility and affection in daily life.

3. Reflect on how love can be a witness to God’s grace in your community:.
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Day 5: { Love That Transforms Lives

Prayer for Today

Jesus, Your love overwhelms and transforms me. Help me to express this love
with humility and generosity, letting it flow freely to those around me. Teach
me to reflect Your heart in my actions, showing grace and devotion in simple
and meaningful ways. May my life be a testimony of Your loving kindness.

Amen. P /\ ¥~
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Day 6: 3% Faith That Saves
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Day 6: 3% Faith That Saves

Your Verse

Luke 7:50 - “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Hebrews 11:1 - “Now faith is contidence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see.”

e James 2:17 - “Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”
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Day 6: 3% Faith That Saves

Devotional: Living Out A Saving Faith

Faith is both trust and action. Jesus declares the woman saved because of her
faith, highlighting the importance of trusting Him fully. Faith is not passive; it
gives rise to transformation and peace.

Hebrews 11:1 defines faith as confidence and assurance even without visible
proof. This trust changes how we live. James 2:17 reminds us faith must be
accompanied by actions—our faith expresses itself through love, forgiveness,
and obedience.

Consider today the quality of your faith. How does your trust in Jesus affect
your daily choices and relationships? Saving faith leads us to walk in peace
and to extend grace.
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Day 6: 3% Faith That Saves

Reflect and Apply

1. How would you describe your faith journey so far?

2. What actions have shown your faith in Jesus recently?

3.In what areas do you need to trust God more deeply?
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Day 6: 3% Faith That Saves

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a moment when your faith was strengthened by God’s mercy.

2. Describe how your faith influences your choices and relationships.

3. Reflect on ways to actively live out your faith this week.
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Day 6: 3% Faith That Saves

Prayer for Today

Faithful God, increase my faith and help me to trust You in every part of my
life. Teach me to live out my faith with actions that honor You and show Your
love. Thank You for the peace that comes from saving faith. May my life bear
witness to Your grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /\, %> @
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Day 7: @ Living in Freedom and Love
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Day 7: (g Living in Freedom and Love

Your Verse

John 8:36 - “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 5:1 - “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.”

e Romans 8:38-39 - “Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of
God..”
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Day 7: (2 Living in Freedom and Love

Devotional: Embracing Grace and Freedom Fully

Jesus offers true freedom—freedom from sin, shame, and death. The parable
of the two debtors ends with freedom, a gift Jesus wants all to experience.
John 8:36 declares that through Christ’s work, we are truly free. This freedom
is not license for sin, but liberation to live in love and righteousness.

Galatians 5:1 stresses the importance of standing firm in the freedom Christ
provides, not returning to burdens that enslave us. Paul’s words in Romans 8
assure us nothing can separate us from God’s unfailing love, a love that
sustains and empowers us to live fully transformed lives.

Asyou close this study, embrace the freedom offered by grace. Let love grow
and flow through your life, reflecting the heart of the Gospel.
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Day 7: g Living in Freedom and Love

Reflect and Apply

1. What does freedom in Christ mean to you personally?

2. How can you stand firm in this freedom daily?

3. In what ways does God’s unending love encourage you to live differently?
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Day 7: (g Living in Freedom and Love

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about the freedom Christ has brought you.

2. Reflect on habits or fears you need to leave behind to live free.

3. Describe how you can share the love and freedom of the Gospel with
others.
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Day 7: (2 Living in Freedom and Love

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for the freedom You have won for me. Help me to live
boldly in this freedom, rooted in Your love and grace. May I stand firm, loving
others as You have loved me, and never be separated from Your truth.
Empower me to reflect Your freedom and love every day. Amen. 2 [ii] @ J\
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