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Introduction

The Gospels present us with powerful stories and teachings of Jesus that
reveal not only God's character but also His expectations of us as His children.
One such profound lesson is found in the parable of the owner who trusted
tenants, recorded in Mark 12:1-12. This parable vividly illustrates God's
immense patience toward humanity despite repeated unfaithfulness and
abuse of His grace.

In this study plan, we will dive into this parable alongside related scriptures to
discern how God, as the Owner, grants us stewardship over His gifts and
resources. Yet, He warns against exploiting His patience or rejecting His
messengers. Throughout these three days, we will reflect on God’s
unwavering love and justice — a balance that calls us to respond with faith,
accountability, and gratitude.

Why focus on this parable? Sometimes, we might grow complacent thinking

God's mercy has no limits. But through this teaching, Jesus makes it clear that
God's kindness is not an opportunity for selfishness or rebellion. Instead, it is

an invitation to faithful stewardship and reverent trust.

Deploying wisdom from the Gospels along with supporting Scriptures, this
study will encourage you to examine your heart, grasp the depth of God’s
patience, and renew your commitment to live responsibly under His
ownership. Get ready to engage your mind and spirit as we journey through
this foundational Gospel passage.
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Day 1: ££ The Owner’s Trust and the
Tenants’ Rebellion
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Day 1: &£ The Owner’s Trust and the Tenants’ Rebellion

Your Verse

Mark 12:1-5 NIV: A man planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a pit for
the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some
farmers and moved to another place. At harvest time he sent a servant to the
tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard.

Supporting Scriptures

o Luke 13:6-9 - The parable of the barren fig tree emphasizing patience
and judgment.

o Romans 2:4 - God’s kindness is meant to lead us to repentance.
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Day 1: &£ The Owner’s Trust and the Tenants’ Rebellion

Devotional: God’s Trust and Our Responsibility

The parable begins with the owner carefully preparing a vineyard and
entrusting it to tenants. This reveals God’s providence and trust as He
entrusts us with His creation, blessings, and message. The owner expects
fruit in due time, showing His desire for faithfulness and fruitful living.

However, the tenants’ rejection of the owner’s servants reflects humanity’s
frequent rebellion and disregard for God's messengers. They respond with
violence rather than gratitude. This mirrors the repeated rejection of prophets
and ultimately Jesus Himself.

This portion of the story teaches us about the responsibility God gives us and
the seriousness of rejecting His authority. God’s patience endures as He keeps
sending servant after servant, but that patience should never be interpreted as
weakness. It is a call to repentance and faithful stewardship.

Reflect: How do you recognize God’s trust in your life? Are there areas where
you've resisted His guidance or abused His patience?
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Day 1: &£ The Owner’s Trust and the Tenants’ Rebellion

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways has God entrusted you with opportunities, resources, or
gifts?

2. How do you respond when God’s guidance challenges you?

3. Are you recognizing moments when God is patiently calling you to
change?
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Day 1: &£ The Owner’s Trust and the Tenants’ Rebellion

Journaling Prompts

1. List areas in your life where you feel God has given you responsibility.

2. Describe any resistance or rebellion you've experienced or expressed
toward God’s leadership.

3. Write a prayer asking God to help you be faithful with what He has
entrusted to you.
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Day 1: &£ The Owner’s Trust and the Tenants’ Rebellion

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for entrusting me with Your gifts and calling me to
stewardship. Help me to be faithful and responsive, not rejecting Your
guidance or growing complacent in Your patience. Teach me to bear good
fruit in all I do through Your grace and strength. May I honor You with my life
and reflect Your love in all my actions. Keep my heart tender and my spirit

willing. Amen. J\ 2 @ %~
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Day 2: 3{ God’s Patience: A Gift Not to Be
Wasted
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Day 2: ${ God’s Patience: A Gift Not to Be Wasted

Your Verse

Mark 12:6—8 NIV- 'He sent another servant, but that one also was hit on the
head and sent away empty-handed. Then he sent still another, and that

servant was wounded and thrown out. Finally, he sent his son, saying, "They
will respect my son.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is patient, not wanting anyone to perish but
everyone to come to repentance.

o Hebrews 12:6 - God disciplines those He loves.
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Day 2: ${ God’s Patience: A Gift Not to Be Wasted

Devotional: Embracing God’s Patience With
Reverence

God’s repeated sending of servants to the tenants reveals His extraordinary
patience and mercy. Despite the rejection and violence, the owner keeps
reaching out, symbolizing God's long-suffering love toward humanity. Each
servant represents prophets, teachers, and ultimately Jesus sent to call us back
to Himself.

Yet, the tenants’ continued abuse signals a grave warning: God’s patience has
limits when met with stubborn rejection. The owner's final act—sending his
son—shows the culmination of God’s outreach in Jesus Christ.

This parable reminds us that God's patience is a precious gift intended to
bring repentance, not to be abused or ignored. To take His patience for
granted is dangerous because it may lead to inevitable judgment.

Consider how you perceive God’s patience in your life. Do you see it as a call to
transformation or as permission to continue old patterns?
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Day 2: ${ God’s Patience: A Gift Not to Be Wasted

Reflect and Apply

1. Have you ever taken God’s patience for granted? In what ways?

2. What does it mean to you that God sent His Son after many servants?

3. How does understanding God’s patience motivate you to live differently?
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Day 2: ${ God’s Patience: A Gift Not to Be Wasted

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time when God's patience led you to a new understanding or
change.

2. Write about ways you might be tempted to ‘abuse’ God’s patience and
how you can avoid that.

3. Pray for the strength to respond with repentance rather than resistance.
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Day 2: ${ God’s Patience: A Gift Not to Be Wasted

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for Your limitless patience and for sending Your
Son out of love. Help me to never take Your kindness lightly or abuse Your
mercy. Open my heart to truly repent and live in a way that honors Your trust.
Teach me to respect Your patient pursuit of me, and empower me to respond
with faith and obedience. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, @ 3¢5
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Day 3: 3% Living as Faithful Stewards of
God’s Grace
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Day 3: 3% Living as Faithful Stewards of God’s Grace

Your Verse

Mark 12:9—12 NIV: 'What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will

come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others. Haven't you read
this scripture: The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone?’

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Corinthians 4:2 - Accountability demanded of stewards.

o Matthew 21:43 - The kingdom of God given to those who produce its
fruits.
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Day 3: 3% Living as Faithful Stewards of God’s Grace

Devotional: Faithful Stewardship Honors God’s Justice

The parable’s closing highlights the consequences of rejecting the owner’s
authority and abuse of trust. The vineyard will be taken from the faithless
tenants and given to others who will produce fruit. The owner’s action
underscores God’s justice and the seriousness of stewardship.

The reference to the stone rejected by builders becoming the cornerstone
points to Jesus himself — once rejected but ultimately the foundation of God’s
kingdom. This truth invites us to align ourselves with Christ, the cornerstone,
committing wholeheartedly to His purpose.

As stewards of God’s grace, we are challenged to respond with faithfulness,
gratitude, and fruitfulness. Our response honors God’s patience and reflects
His kingdom. It reminds us that faithful stewardship is a daily call to live in
obedience and produce lasting impact.

Reflect: How can you live today as a faithful steward of God’s grace, entrusted
to you?
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Day 3: 3% Living as Faithful Stewards of God’s Grace

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean for you that the vineyard will be given to others?

2. How can Jesus as the cornerstone influence your daily walk of faith?

3. In what ways can you better steward God’s gifts and grace?
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Day 3: 3% Living as Faithful Stewards of God’s Grace

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify specific ‘vineyard’ responsibilities God has entrusted to you.

2. Write how your life can reflect faithful stewardship and fruitfulness.

3. Pray for a heart aligned with Christ, the cornerstone, to live faithfully.
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Day 3: 3% Living as Faithful Stewards of God’s Grace

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, You are the cornerstone of my life. Help me to be a faithful steward
of the gifts and grace You have entrusted to me. May I produce fruit that
honors You and reflects Your kingdom on earth. Give me wisdom and
strength to live in obedience and accountability, knowing that Your patience
calls for faithful love. Renew my heart to follow You fully and honor Your
justice. In Your precious name, Amen. J\, 3% '@
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