Grace and Restoration in
the Gospels

Explore God’s forgiving heart through the Prodigal
Son, discovering grace, repentance, and welcome in
the Gospels.
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Introduction

The Gospels reveal the heart of God through the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ, and nowhere is this love more profoundly displayed than in the
parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). This story captures the essence of
God’s forgiveness — a forgiveness that is abundant, unconditional, and
always ready to restore us when we return to Him. As we journey through this
study, we will explore the rich themes of grace, repentance, and reconciliation
found in the Gospels.

God’s forgiveness is a beautiful welcome home to all who stray. The younger
son’s wayward choice and subsequent return reflect moments in our own
lives when we have wandered or felt distant from God. Yet, through this
parable, Jesus assures us that no matter how far we have gone, God’s arms
remain open. The Father’s response is not condemnation but compassion,
celebrating restoration instead of condemnation. This story speaks volumes
about God's character as loving and merciful.

Each day of this study will focus on aspects of the Gospel narrative that
illuminate God’s desire to forgive and restore. We'll start by looking at
repentance and the courage it takes to turn back toward God, then explore
God’s boundless grace that covers our sin, and finally reflect on the joy and
healing that comes when we experience true restoration in Christ.

As we meditate on the Parable of the Prodigal Son, be encouraged to bring
your own story to God — our merciful Father ready to embrace and renew
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you fully. Prepare your heart to understand more deeply this transformative
message of hope and love found in the Gospels. [[] %>
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Day 1: A The Journey Home: Recognizing
Our Need for Repentance
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Day 1: A The Journey Home: Recognizing Our Need for Repentance

Your Verse

Luke 15:17 NIV - 'When he came to his senses, he said, "How many of my
father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!"”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 51:10 - Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me.’
e 2 Chronicles 7:14 - 'If my people, who are called by my name, will humble

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven...
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Day 1: A The Journey Home: Recognizing Our Need for Repentance

Devotional: Turning Point: The Power of True
Repentance

Repentance is the first step in the journey back to God. In the story of the
Prodigal Son, it is only when the younger son "came to his senses” that he
recognized his desperate situation and longed to return home. Repentance
involves a clear-eyed awareness of our wrongdoing and the decision to turn
away from it.

Often, pride or fear keeps us from acknowledging our need for God’s
forgiveness. We may justify our actions or feel unworthy of His mercy. But
God invites us gently to come home as we are — to admit our mistakes
honestly and trust His grace. This moment of clarity is a gift from the Holy
Spirit, awakening our hearts to the truth that apart from Him, we are lost.

Reflection: Have you experienced a moment when you recognized a need to
turn back toward God? What barriers keep you from repentance? Remember,
God is patient and ready to renew your heart when you surrender to Him.
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Day 1: A The Journey Home: Recognizing Our Need for Repentance

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean to ‘come to your senses' in your spiritual life?

2. How do you personally respond when realizing you need God's
forgiveness?

3. What holds you back from fully repenting and returning to God?
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Day 1: A The Journey Home: Recognizing Our Need for Repentance

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you felt lost but started to seek God’s forgiveness.

2. List obstacles you face that prevent you from repenting fully.

3. Describe what ‘coming home' to God looks like for you personally.
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Day 1: A The Journey Home: Recognizing Our Need for Repentance

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for Your patience and love that never runs out. Help me to
recognize the times I have wandered away and give me the courage to come
to You with a repentant heart. Renew my spirit and create in me a desire to
walk closer to You. I trust in Your forgiveness and Your welcoming arms. In

Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, @ &> ¢

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

HolyJot Grace and Restoration in the Gospels Page 11 0f 22

Day 2: 7 Unmerited Grace: Embracing
God’s Forgiveness
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Day 2: €2 Unmerited Grace: Embracing God’s Forgiveness

Your Verse

Luke 15:20 NIV - 'But while he was still a long way oft, his father saw him and

was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around
him and kissed him.’

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 2:8 - 'For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.’

e Romans 5:8 - 'But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
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Day 2: €2 Unmerited Grace: Embracing God’s Forgiveness

Devotional: God’s Open Arms: Receiving Grace
Unconditionally

Grace is the heart of the Gospel — the unearned, unmerited favor God gives
us even when we do not deserve it. The image of the father running to
embrace the prodigal son is a powerful picture of grace in action. God’s
forgiveness doesn’t wait for us to clean up or prove ourselves first; He
welcomes us with open arms when we simply return.

This grace can be hard to accept. We may feel shame or unworthy, thinking
we must earn God’s love. But the Gospel assures us that God’s love is a gift,
freely given. When we grasp this truth, it transforms how we view ourselves
and others, leading us to live in freedom and gratitude.

Jesus exemplifies this grace by sacrificing for us, even when we were lost and
separated from God. Let today be a reminder that no matter your past, God's
grace is bigger — always extending forgiveness and restoration to whoever
comes home.
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Day 2: €2 Unmerited Grace: Embracing God’s Forgiveness

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you react to the idea of receiving grace you haven’t earned?

2. In what ways has God’s grace changed your life?

3. Are there areas where you still struggle to accept God’s forgiveness fully?
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Day 2: € Unmerited Grace: Embracing God’s Forgiveness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you experienced God’s unexpected grace.

2. Reflect on any feelings of shame or guilt that hinder accepting God’s love.

3. Describe how understanding grace affects your relationship with God
and others.
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Day 2: €2 Unmerited Grace: Embracing God’s Forgiveness

Prayer for Today

Merciful Father, thank You for Your amazing grace that pursues me even
when I stray. Help me to rest in Your love and receive Your forgiveness freely.
Teach me to extend that same grace to myself and those around me. May
Your compassion soften my heart and renew my hope. In Jesus’ precious

name, Amen. @ & J\ &>
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Day 3: B Restoration and Joy: Celebrating
the Father’s Love
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Day 3: B Restoration and Joy: Celebrating the Father’s Love

Your Verse

Luke 15:32 NIV - 'But we had to celebrate and be glad, becauise this brother of
yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 61:7 - 'Instead of your shame you will receive a double portion, and
instead of disgrace you will rejoice in your inheritance.”

e John 10:10 - 'l have come that they may have lite, and have it to the full.
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Day 3: B Restoration and Joy: Celebrating the Father’s Love

Devotional: Joy in Restoration: Living in God’s
Abundant Love

The story of the Prodigal Son ends not with regret but with a grand
celebration — joy over restoration and life renewed. God's heart delights in
restoring relationships and celebrating every soul that finds its way back to
Him. This joy is not superficial but runs deep, reflecting the abundant life
Jesus promised.

Restoration brings healing. Whether brokenness comes from sin, hurt, or
estrangement, God’s love mends our wounds and invites us into a new
beginning. Receiving His love calls us to share that joy by living as reflections
of His mercy in the world.

Asyou reflect on this final day, consider the joy God has for you. Embrace the
freedom and acceptance available in Him and allow that joy to overflow into
your daily life and relationships.
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Day 3: B Restoration and Joy: Celebrating the Father’s Love

Reflect and Apply

1. What does 'being found' mean to you personally?

2. How can celebrating God’s restoration change your perspective on
failures or mistakes?

3. In what ways can you share God’s joy and forgiveness with others?
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Day 3: B Restoration and Joy: Celebrating the Father’s Love

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you felt God’s restoring love in your life.

2. Reflect on areas where you need to experience God’s healing and joy.

3. Plan practical ways to demonstrate God’s grace and joy to someone today.
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Day 3: B Restoration and Joy: Celebrating the Father’s Love

Prayer for Today

Lord of Restoration, thank You for the joy and healing that comes from being
found in Your love. May I live each day embracing the abundant life You offer,
celebrating Your mercy and sharing it freely. Help me to reflect Your heart to

those around me and to hold tightly to the hope of restoration. In the name of

Jesus, Amen. S €9 J\ 3%
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