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📖 Introduction
The parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15 is one of the most profound stories
Jesus shared, revealing God's boundless grace and forgiveness toward sinners
who return to Him. While much attention is given to the younger son—the
wayward child who squanders his inheritance and returns repentant—there
is another character whose perspective challenges us deeply: the elder
brother.

The elder brother symbolizes those who might appear faithful and obedient,
yet struggle with pride and self-righteousness. His resentment toward the
father's joyous reception of the younger sibling exposes a heart unwilling to
celebrate grace in action. It reminds us that even believers can wrestle with
jealousy and a critical spirit that hinders the full joy of God's restorative work
among sinners.

This three-day study invites you to walk alongside the elder brother's story in
Luke 15:25-32, uncovering what pride really costs and how embracing
humility enables us to truly rejoice in God's gracious mercy extended to
others. We'll explore Scripture to understand the dangers of spiritual pride
and the freedom found when we yield to God's loving heart for every
repentant soul.

Prepare your heart to be challenged and encouraged as we learn to recognize
pride's subtle hold and open ourselves to celebrate the transforming grace
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God offers. May this journey draw you into deeper joy and unity with God’s
heart for all.
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Day 1: 🚪 The Elder Brother’s Heart Revealed
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Your Verse
Luke 15:25-28 (NIV) - “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field... When he
came near the house, he heard music and dancing.”

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 16:18 - “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a
fall.”
James 4:6 - “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”

Day 1: 🚪 The Elder Brother’s Heart Revealed
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Devotional: When Pride Blocks Joy, Humility Opens
Grace
Luke 15:25-28 shows us the elder brother's reaction when he returns from the
fields to find a celebration for his prodigal sibling. Instead of joy, he
experiences anger and bitterness. This is not just a story about a family
dispute; it reflects a spiritual condition—pride dulling the capacity to
celebrate grace.

The elder brother believed his obedience made him deserving of constant
favor, while the younger brother’s waywardness seemed unforgivable to him.
This prideful stance blinded him to the reality that the father’s love and mercy
are abundant and not limited by human merit.

Proverbs 16:18 warns us about pride leading to downfall, and James 4:6
reminds us God resists the proud but favors the humble. Like the elder
brother, we can fall into the trap of self-righteousness, losing sight of the
mercy extended to others and even to ourselves.

Today’s reflection invites you to examine your heart—are there places where
pride stops you from rejoicing in God’s work in others? Be encouraged,
humility opens the door to experiencing God's grace more fully.

Day 1: 🚪 The Elder Brother’s Heart Revealed
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Reflect and Apply
�. In what ways do I relate to the elder brother’s feelings?

�. How might pride prevent me from celebrating others’ redemption?

�. What areas in my life need more humility to experience grace?

Day 1: 🚪 The Elder Brother’s Heart Revealed
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time you felt resentful of someone else's grace or success.

�. List attitudes that might stem from pride in your spiritual walk.

�. Describe how you can practice humility in your relationships today.

Day 1: 🚪 The Elder Brother’s Heart Revealed
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Prayer for Today
Lord, I confess that pride often hardens my heart, just like the elder brother.
Help me to see Your grace clearly and rejoice sincerely when others are
restored. Teach me humility so I can embrace Your love for all people and
celebrate Your mercy without reservation. Open my eyes to Your unfailing
kindness and soften my heart to reflect Your grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏
❤ ✨🌿

Day 1: 🚪 The Elder Brother’s Heart Revealed
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Day 2: 🛤  Choosing Grace Over Resentment
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Your Verse
Luke 15:29-30 (NIV) - “'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and
never disobeyed your orders...'”

Supporting Scriptures
Romans 12:15 - “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who
mourn.”
Philippians 2:3 - “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.”

Day 2: 🛤  Choosing Grace Over Resentment
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Devotional: Embracing Joy by Choosing Grace over
Resentment
In Luke 15:29-30, the elder brother voices his bitterness about perceived
unfairness. His complaint focuses on his faithful labor and obedience,
contrasting it with the celebration for the younger son. This mindset
illustrates how resentment springs from comparing ourselves to others rather
than resting in the Father's just and abundant love.

Romans 12:15 commands us to rejoice with those who rejoice, a principle that
stands opposite to the elder son's reaction. Philippians 2:3 further challenges
us to abandon selfish ambition and value humility, considering others better
than ourselves.

Choosing grace over resentment is not easy. It requires surrendering our
sense of entitlement and embracing joy for another’s redemption. It means
stepping out of comparison-driven judgment into God’s expansive love.
When we accept this, our hearts become more aligned with His, and we
experience deeper peace and unity.

Today, reflect on how resentment may be coloring your perceptions and
relationships. Ask God to help you celebrate grace—not just in your life but in
the lives of others, even when it feels undeserved.

Day 2: 🛤  Choosing Grace Over Resentment
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Reflect and Apply
�. What comparisons drive feelings of resentment in my heart?

�. How can I practice rejoicing with others, even when it’s hard?

�. What steps can I take to value others above myself daily?

Day 2: 🛤  Choosing Grace Over Resentment
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a recent time you struggled to celebrate someone else's

blessing.

�. Reflect on how God's grace has shown up in unexpected ways in your life.

�. Identify practical ways to replace resentment with gratitude this week.

Day 2: 🛤  Choosing Grace Over Resentment
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Prayer for Today
Father, help me to release resentment and allow my heart to rejoice with
others. Teach me to see with Your eyes that every act of grace is a victory
worth celebrating. Fill me with humility so I can value others above myself
and embrace Your love fully. Thank You for Your unending mercy that
welcomes all. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🎉💖🙏🌟

Day 2: 🛤  Choosing Grace Over Resentment
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Day 3: 💖 Resting in the Father’s Boundless
Love
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Your Verse
Luke 15:31-32 (NIV) - “My son, you are always with me, and everything I have
is yours...”

Supporting Scriptures
Ephesians 3:18-19 - “...to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is
the love of Christ...”
1 John 4:16 - “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God...”

Day 3: 💖 Resting in the Father’s Boundless Love
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Devotional: Abiding in Abundant and Unconditional
Love
The father's response in Luke 15:31-32 gently rebukes the elder son,
reminding him of his constant presence and provision: “you are always with
me, and everything I have is yours.” This conveys that the father’s love is
abundant and unwavering, not diminished by celebrating the younger son’s
return.

Ephesians 3:18-19 encourages us to comprehend the enormous dimensions
of Christ’s love—wide, long, high, and deep—which surpasses human
limitations. 1 John 4:16 asserts that God’s very nature is love, inviting us to live
within that love and reflect it.

Resting in the security of the Father’s love frees us from pride and
comparison. When we believe that we already possess all we need in Him, we
can genuinely celebrate grace extended to others without fear or envy. God’s
heart overflows and invites us into that overflow.

As you meditate today, open your heart to receive the father’s boundless love
and let it heal any bitterness. Choose to live in the fullness of grace that holds
no limits and knows no exclusion.

Day 3: 💖 Resting in the Father’s Boundless Love
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Reflect and Apply
�. Do I believe I have enough of God’s love to celebrate others’ grace?

�. How does resting in God's love help me overcome pride?

�. In what ways can I mirror God's unconditional love to others?

Day 3: 💖 Resting in the Father’s Boundless Love
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Journaling Prompts
�. Describe how God’s love has been a constant in your life.

�. Write about a time you felt free from comparison by trusting God’s
provision.

�. List practical ways you can demonstrate God’s love in your community.

Day 3: 💖 Resting in the Father’s Boundless Love
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Prayer for Today
Lord, thank You for reminding me of Your limitless love and provision. Help
me to rest fully in your presence, knowing that everything I need is found in
You. Free me from pride and comparison so I can celebrate Your grace to all
people with a joyful heart. May Your love overflow through me to bless others.
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 💕🌈🙌🙏

Day 3: 💖 Resting in the Father’s Boundless Love
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💌 A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we’d love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you’ll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

📚 100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life
📱 Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
��� �  Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches
✍  Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
🤝 A place to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

🎁 Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

👉 Visit Now:

📌 www.HolyJot.com
📌 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

💬 We’d love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

💬 Connect with us at:
Facebook • Instagram • YouTube • TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.
Please keep it intact so the full study and credits remain.

© 2025 HolyJot LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Where God’s Word Meets Your Daily Life
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