Honoring Authority with
Wisdom

Explore biblical wisdom on respecting authority,
fostering peace, and living wisely in God’s order
through Proverbs and related Scriptures.
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Introduction

Respecting authority is a timeless principle deeply rooted in Scripture,
providing guidance for living in harmony within our families, communities,
and societies. The Bible not only instructs us to honor those God has placed
in positions of leadership, but it also reveals the blessings that come from
such respect and the consequences of rebellion.

In Proverbs 24:21-22, we read, “"Fear the Lord and the king, my son, and do
not join with rebellious officials, for those two will send sudden destruction
on them, and who knows what calamities they can bring?" This passage
reminds us that respecting authority is not just about earthly rulers but
ultimately about reverence for God, who establishes all governance. When we
choose to honor leaders wisely, we align ourselves with God’s order and
protection.

Throughout this 3-day study, we will delve into Scriptures that highlight the
importance of respecting authority with a heart of wisdom and trust in God’s
sovereignty. We will explore how such respect fosters peace, prevents

unnecessary conflict, and nurtures our spiritual growth. By embracing God's
design for authority, we can live as effective witnesses of His grace and truth.

As you engage with each day’s devotion, consider how you relate to various
authorities in your life—the government, workplace leadership, family, and
even spiritual leaders. Ask God to reveal areas where deeper respect and
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submission may bring healing and blessing. May this study inspire you to
walk wisely and humbly under God’s great authority!
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Day 1: [[] Understanding God’s Design for
Authority
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Day 1: [[] Understanding God’s Design for Authority

Your Verse

Proverbs 24:21-22 NIV - "Fear the Lord and the king, my son, and do not join
with rebellious officials, for those two will send sudden destruction on them,
and who knows what calamities they can bring?”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 13:1 - "Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has established.”
e Hebrews 13:17 - "Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their

authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an
account.”
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Day 1: [[] Understanding God’s Design for Authority

Devotional: God’s Divine Order Calls for Respect

Authority is a divine institution established by God to maintain order and
justice in society. Proverbs 24:21-22 calls us to fear both the Lord and the king
—emphasizing that human authority is ultimately subordinate to God’s
sovereign rule. When we respect earthly authorities, we acknowledge God’s
higher authority and trust in His governance.

Rebellion against authority can lead to sudden destruction, as warned in
Proverbs. This highlights the seriousness of disregarding God’s appointed
order. Respecting leaders does not mean blind obedience to injustice but
involves honoring the position God has established while seeking godly
wisdom on how to respond.

God calls us to a posture of humility and submission, recognizing that
authorities serve a purpose in His plan. This attitude fosters peace and
personal growth, helping us avoid unnecessary conflicts and consequences.
By respecting authority, we demonstrate our reverence for God Himself, who
sets the standards for righteous living.

Reflect on how God's design for authority is reflected in your life. How can
honoring those in leadership be a reflection of your respect for God? Let this
understanding guide your heart today.
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Day 1: [[] Understanding God’s Design for Authority

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I typically respond to authority in my life, and what does that
reveal about my trust in God?

2. In what ways can respecting leaders safeguard me from unnecessary
harm or conflict?

3. How can I balance respect for authority with responding appropriately to
injustice?
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Day 1: [[] Understanding God’s Design for Authority

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when respecting authority changed the outcome of a
situation for the better.

2. List ways you can practically show respect to leaders around you this
week.

3. Reflect on what it means to 'fear the Lord and the king' in your current
circumstances.
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Day 1: [[] Understanding God’s Design for Authority

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me honor the authorities You have placed in my life. Teach me to
fear You above all and to respect leaders as part of Your divine order. Give me
wisdom to respond with humility and grace, even when it's difficult. Guard
my heart from rebellion and guide my actions in peace and obedience. May I
shine as a witness of Your goodness through my respect for authority. In

Jesus’name, Amen. J\ &3 [ ¥>
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Day 2: [ii] The Heart of Submission and
Wisdom
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Day 2: [.]] The Heart of Submission and Wisdom

Your Verse

James 4:6 NIV - "But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: ‘God
opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.””

Supporting Scriptures

 Proverbs 16:18 - "Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a
fall”

o 1Peter 2:13-14 - "Submit yourselves for the Lords sake to every human
authority...”
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Day 2: [.]] The Heart of Submission and Wisdom

Devotional: Humility Empowers Respectful
Submission

Submission to authority springs from humility, an attitude that God cherishes
and blesses. James 4:6 reminds us that God opposes the proud but gives grace
to the humble. Respecting authority is impossible without surrendering pride
and cultivating a humble heart.

Scripture warns that pride leads to destruction ( Proverbs 16:18). When we
resist authority out of arrogance or rebellion, we open ourselves to
unnecessary troubles. Submission does not mean passivity but rather
trusting God’s governance and timing as we navigate life.

1 Peter 2:13-14 calls followers of Christ to submit for the Lord’s sake,
highlighting that our respect for authority is an act of worship and obedience
to God, not merely to people. This mindset empowers us to honor leaders
even under difficult circumstances, knowing that our ultimate allegiance is to
God.

Ask yourself today: where in my life is God calling me to humble submission?
How can embracing humility transform my relationships with authority and
bring His favor?
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Day 2: [.]] The Heart of Submission and Wisdom

Reflect and Apply

1. What role does pride play in my attitude toward authority figures?

2. How can I cultivate humility that leads to grace and favor from God?

3. In what ways is submission to authority an expression of worship to God?
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Day 2: [.]] The Heart of Submission and Wisdom

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about an area where pride has hindered your respect for authority.

2. Describe what humility means in your daily interactions with leaders.

3. List practical steps to foster a humble heart this week.
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Day 2: [.]] The Heart of Submission and Wisdom

Prayer for Today

Father, teach me humility to submit rightly. Help me lay aside pride and
receive Your grace to honor those You have placed over me. May my
submission glorify You and bring peace to my heart and relationships.
Strengthen me to obey You first, trusting Your sovereignty in all
circumstances. Thank You for Your unfailing love and guidance. In Jesus’

name, Amen. 33 @ J\ &
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Day 3: 9 Peace through Respecting
Authority
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Day 3: €2 Peace through Respecting Authority

Your Verse

Romans 12:18 NIV - "If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Titus 3:1 - "Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to
be obedient...”

o Psalm 112:1 - "Blessed are those who fear the Lord, who find great delight
in his commands.”
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Day 3: €2 Peace through Respecting Authority

Devotional: Respect Fosters Peace and Blessing

Respect for authority cultivates peace, both inwardly and in the wider
community. The apostle Paul urges believers in Romans 12:18to live
peaceably with others as much as it depends on them, reflecting a heart
aligned with God's will.

When we honor the leadership God appoints, we contribute to an
environment where justice, order, and mercy flourish. Titus 3:1reminds us to
be obedient and ready for every good work, showing that our respect is active
and purposeful, promoting harmony:.

Moreover, Psalm 112:1speaks of the blessing that comes to those who fear the
Lord and delight in His commands. Respecting authority is a natural outflow
of our reverence for God and His ways. It leads to a joyful life marked by
faithfulness and blessing.

Consider today how your respect for authority might be a channel of God’s
peace to those around you. How can your attitude influence others and honor
God through your commitment to His principles?
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Day 3: €2 Peace through Respecting Authority

Reflect and Apply

1. How does my respect for authority contribute to peace in my
relationships and community?

2. In what ways can I actively promote harmony through obedience and
respect?

3. What blessings have I experienced when I chose to honor authority
despite challenges?
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Day 3: €2 Peace through Respecting Authority

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on how living at peace with others has impacted your spiritual
walk.

2. Identify areas where you can improve your attitude toward authority for
greater peace.

3. Wrrite a prayer of commitment to respect God’s order in your life.
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Day 3: €2 Peace through Respecting Authority

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me be a peacemaker through respect. Teach me to live peaceably
with authority and others, reflecting Your love and order. May my life be a
testimony of the blessings that come from honoring You and the leaders You
appoint. Fill me with Your peace that surpasses understanding and guide me
to act with grace and wisdom. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 3| f| & J\
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