Jesus and the Unfruittul
Temple

Explore how Jesus confronts empty religious
practice and calls for true spiritual fruitfulness in
Mark 11:12—19, revealing deeper faith.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 7-day study on the Gospels, focusing on Jesus and the
Unfruitful Temple.

In the bustling life of ancient Jerusalem, the temple stood as the center of
religious identity for Israel. Yet, in Mark 11:12—19, we witness a profound
moment when Jesus confronts the temple’s outward religious activity but
exposed inner spiritual barrenness. This passage challenges us to evaluate
the authenticity of our faith, asking if our lives bear fruit that reflects a living
relationship with God.

Jesus’act of cursing the tig tree, which bore no fruit despite its appearance,
symbolizes more than just a plant; it represents the religious system focused
on rituals over true devotion. By clearing the temple courts, Jesus reveals His
righteous anger against hypocrisy and dishonesty obstructing genuine
worship.

Throughout this week, we will journey through this passage and related
scriptures to understand what it means to have a fruitful spiritual life, not just
a performance of religion. This study invites you to reflect deeply on your
own faith journey — are you nurturing real spiritual growth, or have you
settled for merely looking faithful? Let’s open our hearts to Jesus’ call for
transformation, repentance, and genuine relationship with God. £
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Day 1: @ The Lesson of the Unfruitful Fig
Tree
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Day 1: @ The Lesson of the Unfruitful Fig Tree

Your Verse

Mark 11:12—14 NIV - "The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was
hungry... He said to the tree, ‘May no one ever eat fruit from you again.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Jeremiah 8:13 - Twill take away their harvest, declares the LORD.

o Luke 13:6-9 - Parable of the barren fig tree seeking more time to bear
fruit.
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Day 1: @ The Lesson of the Unfruitful Fig Tree

Devotional: When Appearance Deceives: A Call to
Fruitfulness

Jesus’ interaction with the fig tree vividly illustrates the expectation God has
for fruitfulness in our lives. The fig tree, full of leaves but without fruit, was a
visual representation of religious activity without spiritual substance. Just as
the tree’s leafy appearance promised fruit, the temple’s outward rituals
promised a living faith, but ultimately it was empty:.

Jesus, hungry and seeking sustenance, finds no real fruit and pronounces a
curse. This act signals the coming judgment on superficial faith. The fig tree
serves as a warning that external appearance cannot substitute for true
spiritual vitality.

What about your own life? Are there areas where you appear faithful yet lack
the fruit of repentance, love, peace, and joy? Jesus calls us to a fruitful faith
that nourishes others and glorifies God.
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Day 1: @ The Lesson of the Unfruitful Fig Tree

Reflect and Apply

1. What does the fig tree symbolize about religious practice without faith?

2. In what ways might your life show the appearance of faith but lack
spiritual fruit?

3. How can you cultivate genuine fruitfulness in your relationship with
God?
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Day 1: @ The Lesson of the Unfruitful Fig Tree

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time when you realized your faith was more about appearance
than substance.

2. List spiritual fruits you desire to grow stronger in your life.

3. Write about practical steps to nurture your spiritual growth this week.
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Day 1: @ The Lesson of the Unfruitful Fig Tree

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, I come before You hungry for true spiritual fruit. Help me to
examine my heart honestly and remove anything that hides my genuine
faith. Teach me to live authentically before You, bearing fruit that lasts and
glorifies Your name. May my life reflect Your love and truth, not empty rituals.
Transform me from the inside out. Amen. % J\, %>
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Day 2: ¥ Jesus Clears the Temple Courts
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Day 2: €7 Jesus Clears the Temple Courts

Your Verse

Mark 11:15—17 NIV - "Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out

those who were buying and selling... ‘My house will be called a house of
prayer for all nations.”

Supporting Scriptures

e I[saiah 56:7 - "My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.’
o John 2:13-17 - Jesus clears the temple in a similar action.
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Day 2: €7 Jesus Clears the Temple Courts

Devotional: Passion for Pure Worship and Holiness

Jesus’ cleansing of the temple reveals His passion for pure worship. The
temple, designed as a place where God’s presence dwelt among His people,
had become a marketplace. The commercialization corrupted the
sacredness, making worship transactional rather than transformational.

Jesus’ forceful action demonstrates the seriousness with which God views
worship. It is not about rituals or profits but about heartfelt connection with
God. This scene calls us to examine if anything distracts us from genuine
worship, whether traditions, distractions, or selfish motives.

God desires a life characterized by prayer, holiness, and openness to all
people. Cleansing the temple is a metaphor for the purification God wants to
bring into our hearts and communities.
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Day 2: €7 Jesus Clears the Temple Courts

Reflect and Apply

1. What distractions or ‘commerce’ might be intruding into your worship or
spiritual life?

2. How does Jesus’ cleansing challenge the way you approach prayer and
worship?

3. In what ways can you make your heart a "house of prayer’ for God?
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Day 2: €7 Jesus Clears the Temple Courts

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe any habits or attitudes you need to remove to deepen your
worship.

2. Write about a time when you experienced God’s presence deeply in
prayer.

3. Create a prayer list focused on cultivating holiness in your life.
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Day 2: €7 Jesus Clears the Temple Courts

Prayer for Today

Father God, cleanse my heart as Jesus cleansed the temple courts. Remove
everything that I allow to distract me from sincere worship and connection
with You. Help me to live a life of prayer and holiness, welcoming Your
presence daily. May my worship be genuine and glorify You fully. Amen. /),

e
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Day 3: #£ Fruit of the Spirit in Practice
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Day 3: ¢ Fruit of the Spirit in Practice

Your Verse

Galatians 5:22-23 NIV - "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selt-control.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 15:4 - 'Remain in me, as I also remain in you.”

e Ephesians 5:9 - "The fruit of the light consists in all goodness,
righteousness and truth.’
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Day 3: ¢ Fruit of the Spirit in Practice

Devotional: Living the Spirit’s Fruitful Life

The fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians provides a blueprint for authentic
Christian living. Jesus’ call to bear fruit relates directly to living under the
Spirit’s guidance, producing qualities that reflect God’s character.

Remaining connected to Jesus is vital — just as branches need the vine, we
need the continual nourishment of His presence. Spiritual fruit is evidence of
a life touched and transformed by God, contrasting sharply with mere
appearances.

Ask yourself: Which fruits are most evident in your daily life? Which are
missing? Pursuing these qualities helps ensure your faith is alive and active,
not empty or unfruitful.
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Day 3: ¢ Fruit of the Spirit in Practice

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you intentionally remain connected to Jesus each day?

2. Which fruit of the Spirit do you see most in yourself and which needs
growth?

3. What practical habits can help you nurture spiritual fruitfulness?
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Day 3: ¢ Fruit of the Spirit in Practice

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify specific fruit of the Spirit you want to grow stronger.

2. Write about moments where you clearly felt the Spirit’s guidance.

3. Plan ways to cultivate these qualities in your relationships.
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Day 3: ¢ Fruit of the Spirit in Practice

Prayer for Today

Dear Holy Spirit, fill me and guide me to bear the fruit that glorifies God.
Teach me to live in constant connection with Jesus and to reflect His
character in every aspect of my life. Help me grow in love, joy, peace, and all

the Spirit’s fruits. Amen. &3 € @
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Day 4: (% The Temple as God’s Dwelling
Place
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Day 4: (& The Temple as God’'s Dwelling Place

Your Verse

Exodus 25:8 NIV - "Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell
among them.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Kings 8:10-11 - The cloud filled the temple, God's glory appearing.
e John 2:19 - 'Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.’
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Day 4: (& The Temple as God’s Dwelling Place

Devotional: You Are God’s Living Temple

The temple’s purpose was to be God’s earthly dwelling among His people. It
symbolized God’s presence and the covenant relationship. Jesus’ disruption of
the temple marketplace points to the need to keep this sacred space holy.

Yet, Jesus’ words in John 2:19 shift the Temple’s meaning — He points to His
own body as the true temple. Through Jesus, God comes to dwell within us
directly, making every believer a living temple.

This profound truth reminds us that spirituality is not just about buildings or
rituals but about God's personal presence inside us. We are called to keep our
hearts clean and fruitful as His dwelling place.
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Day 4: (& The Temple as God’s Dwelling Place

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you understand God dwelling within you today?

2. What does keeping your heart as a sacred temple look like practically?

3. How might this change your view of worship and spiritual life?
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Day 4: (& The Temple as God’'s Dwelling Place

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe what it means for you to be God’s temple.

2. Reflect on ways to honor God’s presence in your daily life.

3. Wrrite a prayer asking God to purify your heart as His dwelling place.
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Day 4: (& The Temple as God’s Dwelling Place

Prayer for Today

God of Presence, thank You for dwelling within me and making me Your
temple. Help me to live worthy of Your presence by keeping my heart pure
and fruitful. Teach me how to honor You daily and reflect Your glory to others.

Amen. QY P &>
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Day 5: § Judgment on Empty Religion
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Day 5: § Judgment on Empty Religion

Your Verse

Isaiah 1:13-17 NIV - ‘Stop bringing meaningless offerings!.. Learn to do right;
seek justice.’

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 23:27 - Jesus calls hypocrites ‘whitewashed tombs.
 Hosea 6:6 - 'l desire mercy, not sacrifice.”
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Day 5: § Judgment on Empty Religion

Devotional: From Ritual to Righteousness

God confronts empty religion repeatedly through the prophets and Jesus.
Rituals and external displays cannot replace a heart transformed by mercy,
justice, and faithfulness. The unfruitful temple reminded Israel of their failure
to live what their worship declared.

These scriptures remind us that God desires authentic devotion — justice for
the oppressed, kindness among people, and sincerity before Him. When
religion becomes hollow, it invites judgment and calls for repentance.

As followers of Jesus, we are challenged to guard against hypocrisy and live
out the faith we profess, demonstrating God's love in action.
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Day 5: § Judgment on Empty Religion

Reflect and Apply

1. Where might ritual have replaced genuine faith in your life or
community?

2. How can you practice mercy and justice as part of your worship to God?

3. What actions can you take to move beyond appearance into authentic
faith?
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Day 5: § Judgment on Empty Religion

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about any routines that feel empty and how to revive their
meaning.

2. Reflect on ways to actively show mercy and justice this week.

3. List commitments to deepen sincerity in your spiritual walk.
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Day 5: § Judgment on Empty Religion

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, forgive me when I rely on rituals without genuine love and
justice. Help me to live a faith that is active, sincere, and pleasing to You. Show
me how to practice mercy daily and pursue righteousness in my life. Amen.

\ AVh ke
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Day 6: 3% Jesus as the True Vine
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Day 6: 3% Jesus as the True Vine

Your Verse

John 15:1-5 NIV - ' am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener... you will
bear much fruit”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 1:3 - "That person is like a tree planted by streams of water.
e Colossians 2:6-7 - 'Rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in faith.”
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Day 6: 3% Jesus as the True Vine

Devotional: Abiding in Christ for Abundant Fruit

Jesus uses the powerful image of the vine and branches to explain the
relationship He desires with us. Fruitfulness depends entirely on abiding in
Him, receiving life and nourishment from the true source.

Without Jesus, we can do nothing of eternal value. But connected to Him, our
lives will flourish in love, service, and godly character. The gardener, God the
Father, prunes us to promote growth, sometimes through painful but loving
discipline.

This metaphor encourages us to surrender continually to Jesus, trust in Gods
pruning, and expect abundant fruit as evidence of our union with Christ.
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Day 6: 3% Jesus as the True Vine

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean for you to 'abide’ in Jesus today?
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2. How have you experienced God’s pruning in your life?

3. Where do you need to trust more fully in Jesus for growth?
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Day 6: 3% Jesus as the True Vine

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe ways you can deepen your connection with Jesus.

2. Recall a time when God’s discipline led to growth in your life.

3. Wrrite a prayer surrendering control and trusting God’s care.
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Day 6: 3% Jesus as the True Vine

Prayer for Today

Jesus, my true vine, help me to stay connected to You each day. Let me receive
Your life and bear fruit that lasts. Teach me to embrace God’s pruning lovingly
and trust in His perfect care. May my life glorify You always. Amen. /2 ‘@ J\
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Day 7: £@ Transformation for Fruitful Living
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Day 7: (g Transformation for Fruitful Living

Your Verse

2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV - "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation
has come. The old has gone, the new is here!’

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 12:2 - 'Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.’
e Philippians 1:6 - 'He who began a good work will carry it on.
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Day 7: (2 Transformation for Fruitful Living

Devotional: Embracing New Life for Lasting Fruit

Our study concludes with the hope and promise of transformation. Being a
follower of Jesus means becoming a new creation. This transformation
enables us to produce fruit consistent with God’s kingdom—Iove, joy, peace,
and more.

This process is ongoing. God renews our minds and hearts as we yield to
Him. He promises to complete the work He begins in us, growing us into full
fruitfulness that blesses the world.

Reflect on the journey you ve taken this week. Allow God’s Spirit to continue

the work of renewal inside you, trusting Him to cultivate a fruitful spiritual
life.
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Day 7: (g Transformation for Fruitful Living

Reflect and Apply

1. What newness have you experienced in Christ recently?

2. How can you cooperate with God’s transforming work in your life?

3. In what ways can you commit to bearing lasting spiritual fruit?
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Day 7: (g Transformation for Fruitful Living

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about areas where God has made you a new creation.
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2. Describe your goals for spiritual renewal going forward.

3. Pray a commitment to live fruitfully for God’s glory.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

HolyJot Jesus and the Unfruitful Temple Page 45 of 45

Day 7: (2 Transformation for Fruitful Living

Prayer for Today

Faithful God, thank You for making me new in Christ. Continue to transform
me day by day so I may bear lasting fruit. Help me to renew my mind and
surrender fully to Your Spirit’s work. May my life bring glory to Your name

forever. Amen. 3% 2 J\
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