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📖 Introduction
Welcome to an inspiring 21-day journey exploring the story of Joab, one of the
Bible’s most complex warriors. Joab’s life is a vivid portrait of power wielded
with divided allegiances and the consequences that follow when strength
operates without humble submission to God’s authority.

Joab, David’s nephew and military commander, was a man of courage,
strategic skill, and fierce loyalty to his king. Yet his choices often reflected a
tension: loyalty to David occasionally clouded by personal ambition and
ruthless pragmatism. His narrative challenges us to consider how power,
when divorced from surrendering to God’s will, can lead to tragic outcomes.

Throughout this study, you will be invited to delve deeply into Scriptures
illustrating Joab’s victories and failures and unfold God’s wisdom for those
who bear influence and authority. We will reflect on God’s desire for leaders
and believers alike — to walk humbly, submit fully, and wield power
responsibly. This study encourages you to examine areas in your own life
where submission to God might be challenging and to invite transformation
in your leadership, choices, or service.

Like a battlefield where loyalty and strength collide, Joab’s story is a
cautionary tale but also a call to reflect on the grace that covers brokenness
and the paths God opens to restoration when we return to Him.
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Let’s embark on this journey with open hearts ready to learn from Joab’s
triumphs and failures and discover how true power is found in submission to
God alone. May this experience renew your understanding of God's
sovereignty and inspire faithful obedience in every area of your life.
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Day 1: 🛡  Joab: A Warrior Emerges
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Your Verse
2 Samuel 2:13-32 - 'Joab son of Zeruiah went out, and so did the servants of
Abner.'

Supporting Scriptures
1 Chronicles 11:6 - 'Joab son of Zeruiah was chief of David’s army; he was
very fierce.'
2 Samuel 3:39 - 'May the Lord repay the evildoer according to his
wickedness.'

Day 1: 🛡  Joab: A Warrior Emerges
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Devotional: Joab’s Bold Beginning: Power and
Devotion
Joab’s entrance into the biblical narrative is marked by boldness and military
prowess. As David’s nephew and fierce commander, Joab is a man shaped by
the demands of war and loyalty to his king. His first acts show a determined
warrior mindset focused on defense and securing power.

Yet beneath this strength is the complexity of divided allegiances. Joab’s fierce
loyalty to David sometimes drives him to ruthless decisions that highlight
tension between personal ambition and God’s plans.

When God places power in our hands—whether in leadership or influence—
He calls us to reflect on the motivations driving our actions. Joab gives us a
compelling example: strength untempered by humble submission can result
in choices that serve self or cause unintended harm, even to those we love.

Today’s reflection invites you to consider the areas where God has entrusted
you with responsibility. Are you operating under His guidance and surrender,
or are you tempted to follow your own methods regardless of God's will?

Let’s learn from Joab how God desires that power be paired with submission
and faithfulness.

Day 1: 🛡  Joab: A Warrior Emerges
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you respond when entrusted with responsibility or authority?

�. Can you identify where personal ambition might overshadow God’s plans
in your life?

�. What does it mean for you to submit powerfully given authority to God’s
will?

Day 1: 🛡  Joab: A Warrior Emerges
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time you held a position of influence and how you handled

it.

�. Reflect on areas in your life where you need to submit more fully to God’s
guidance.

�. List ways you can practice humility alongside your responsibilities.

Day 1: 🛡  Joab: A Warrior Emerges
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Prayer for Today
Lord, thank You for the example of Joab, a man given great strength and
leadership. Help me to approach the power and responsibility in my life with
a humble heart committed to Your will. Teach me to lead, serve, and act with
integrity, always seeking Your guidance above my own desires. Guard me
against pride or ambition that leads away from Your plans. May my choices
honor You and reflect true submission to Your sovereign hand. In Jesus' name,
Amen. 🙏🛡 📖

Day 1: 🛡  Joab: A Warrior Emerges
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Day 2: ⚔  The Cost of Choosing Sides
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Your Verse
2 Samuel 3:27 - 'Joab said to Abner, “Why did you betray my lord the king?”
And Joab sent him off.”

Supporting Scriptures
2 Samuel 3:30 - 'Joab and his men crossed over and struck Abner down.'
Psalm 78:58 - 'They rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit.'

Day 2: ⚔  The Cost of Choosing Sides
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Devotional: Dealing with Divided Loyalties God’s Way
Joab’s killing of Abner reveals the dark complexities of loyalty and vengeance.
Abner had previously allied with David but seemed to act in his own interest,
arousing Joab’s suspicion and wrath. Rather than allowing justice to unfold
through God’s direction or David’s authority, Joab took matters into his own
hands.

This moment is instructive: loyalty without submission can breed bitterness
and fatal decisions. Joab’s action, while seemingly defending David’s throne,
resulted in political instability and sorrow.

When we face situations where allegiances appear divided or betrayals sting
deeply, the temptation to act swiftly and harshly is strong. However, God’s
way often calls for patience, trust in His timing, and submission to His justice
rather than immediate human retribution.

Joab warns us of the peril in letting emotions and personal judgments dictate
actions instead of trusting God’s sovereign plan.

Day 2: ⚔  The Cost of Choosing Sides
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you react when trust is broken or loyalties feel divided?

�. In what ways can God’s justice differ from personal revenge?

�. Are there situations where you need to relinquish control to God rather
than act impulsively?

Day 2: ⚔  The Cost of Choosing Sides
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time when impatience or anger led you to act against God’s

will.

�. Reflect on how trusting God’s timing could change your response to
conflict.

�. List practical steps you can take to practice submission during difficult
relational challenges.

Day 2: ⚔  The Cost of Choosing Sides
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Prayer for Today
Father, teach me to trust Your justice and timing when hurt by others or when
situations feel unjust. Help me resist the urge to act in vengeance or
bitterness. Instead, give me patience and a submission-filled heart that
honors You, especially in trials involving divided loyalties or betrayal. Mold
me into a person who reflects Your grace even when circumstances tempt me
otherwise. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 🙏🕊 ⚖

Day 2: ⚔  The Cost of Choosing Sides
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Day 3: 🧭 God’s Authority and Human Will
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Your Verse
1 Kings 2:5-6 - 'Do not let his [Joab’s] blood fall to the ground... because he
helped me in battle.'

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 3:5 - 'Trust in the Lord with all your heart.'
Romans 13:1 - 'Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities.'

Day 3: 🧭 God’s Authority and Human Will
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Devotional: Balancing Loyalty and Divine Authority
King David, on his deathbed, advised Solomon to execute Joab because of his
many wrongdoings, yet Joab’s past loyalty complicated the command. This
nuanced moment highlights the tension between human will, past
allegiance, and divine authority.

Joab operated in a gray area: fiercely loyal to David but often disobedient to
God’s standards. This teaches us that human power and past service do not
exempt one from submission to God’s ultimate authority.

We are called to trust God fully, not leaning on our understanding of loyalty or
past deeds. God’s authority reigns supreme, and our greatest allegiance must
be to Him even when human relationships challenge that commitment.

As you reflect today, consider areas where past successes or relationships
might be hindering your submission to God’s present direction.

Day 3: 🧭 God’s Authority and Human Will
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Reflect and Apply
�. Are there loyalties or past experiences that challenge your obedience to

God?

�. How can you better submit your will to God's, even when it conflicts with
personal relationships?

�. In what ways is trusting God rather than relying on human authority a
daily choice for you?

Day 3: 🧭 God’s Authority and Human Will
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Journaling Prompts
�. Describe a situation where trusting God was difficult because of personal

loyalties.

�. Reflect on God’s authority over all areas of your life.

�. Write a prayer committing to submit fully to God’s will above all else.

Day 3: 🧭 God’s Authority and Human Will
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Prayer for Today
Lord, help me to honor You above all human relationships and achievements.
Teach me the humility to submit my will to Yours, even when it feels costly or
complicated. Remind me that true loyalty is shown in obedience to Your Word
and authority. Strengthen my trust in You, my sovereign King. In Jesus' name,
Amen. 🙏👑📖

Day 3: 🧭 God’s Authority and Human Will
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Day 4: 🔥 The Danger of Unchecked Zeal
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Your Verse
2 Samuel 20:6 - 'Then Joab said to the wise woman, “Please let me speak to
you.”'

Supporting Scriptures
Ecclesiastes 7:9 - 'Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit.'
James 1:19 - 'Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry.'

Day 4: 🔥 The Danger of Unchecked Zeal
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Devotional: Channeling Zeal Through Wisdom and
Peace
Joab’s zeal often led him to act decisively but also impulsively. His encounter
with the wise woman in Shechem reveals an opportunity for tactful restraint
—a moment where his usual fierce nature could be tempered for peace.

Unbridled zeal, even for righteous causes, can become destructive when not
anchored in submission to God's peace and counsel.

God calls us to balance passion with wisdom, and action with patience. Joab’s
story encourages self-examination: Are we acting out of divine obedience or
ungoverned zeal?

Today, let’s seek God's Spirit to temper our zeal so that our power becomes a
channel of peace, not destruction.

Day 4: 🔥 The Danger of Unchecked Zeal
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Reflect and Apply
�. Do you find yourself acting impulsively in the name of good causes?

�. How can you allow God’s peace to guide your actions amid passion?

�. What steps can you take to balance zeal with patience and wise counsel?

Day 4: 🔥 The Danger of Unchecked Zeal
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time when your zeal led to unintended consequences.

�. Reflect on Biblical examples of zealousness balanced with wisdom.

�. List practical ways to seek God’s peace before acting.

Day 4: 🔥 The Danger of Unchecked Zeal
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Prayer for Today
Father, grant me a spirit that is passionate yet controlled, zealous yet wise.
Help me to channel my energy in ways that honor You and build peace rather
than cause harm. Teach me to slow down, seek counsel, and listen more to
Your voice before taking action. Fill me with Your peace that surpasses
human understanding. In Jesus' name, Amen. 🙏🔥🕊 

Day 4: 🔥 The Danger of Unchecked Zeal
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Day 5: ⚖ Justice Without Mercy
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Your Verse
1 Kings 2:31 - 'Do not let his [Joab’s] blood fall to the ground, for he struck
down two men more righteous and better than he.'

Supporting Scriptures
Micah 6:8 - 'Act justly and to love mercy.'
Matthew 23:23 - 'You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting
the former.'

Day 5: ⚖ Justice Without Mercy
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Devotional: Embracing God’s Justice and Mercy
Joab’s judgment lacked mercy, leading to swift execution of his enemies.
Though he served David, his disregard for mercy and righteousness became a
pattern—highlighting a justice disconnected from God’s compassionate
heart.

Justice rooted solely in human standards and hard-heartedness risks
fostering division and resentment.

God’s justice calls us to blend fairness with mercy, reflecting His character.
Scripture reminds us that mercy and justice are not opposed but beautifully
intertwined.

Consider how your approach to justice either reflects God’s mercy or falls
short, and ask Him to refine your heart.

Day 5: ⚖ Justice Without Mercy
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you balance fairness and compassion in your judgments?

�. Have you ever struggled to extend mercy when justice demanded
accountability?

�. What does God’s justice look like in your daily life?

Day 5: ⚖ Justice Without Mercy
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Journaling Prompts
�. Recall a moment when you experienced mercy unexpectedly.

�. Write about how you can show mercy while upholding justice.

�. Reflect on areas where you need God’s help to be more merciful.

Day 5: ⚖ Justice Without Mercy
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Prayer for Today
Lord, shape my heart to reflect Your perfect balance of justice and mercy.
Teach me to administer fairness with compassion, always remembering the
grace I have received. Help me to be patient and loving, even when
accountability is necessary. Fill me with Your Spirit, so my actions mirror
Your holy character. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏⚖❤ 

Day 5: ⚖ Justice Without Mercy
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Day 6: 🕰  Patience in God’s Timing
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Your Verse
2 Samuel 11:1 - 'In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent
Joab out.'

Supporting Scriptures
Psalm 27:14 - 'Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the
Lord.'
Ecclesiastes 3:1 - 'There is a time for everything.'

Day 6: 🕰  Patience in God’s Timing
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Devotional: Learning to Wait on God Faithfully
Joab carried out David's commands without hesitation, but not always with
full awareness of God's timing. His prompt action in warfare shows
obedience but also underscores the importance of discerning God’s timing
properly.

Waiting on God and His plans is often challenging in positions of power or
influence. However, rushing ahead can lead to missteps and unintended
consequences.

We must learn to combine faithful action with patient waiting. Joab’s example
reminds us that while obedience is vital, it should be coupled with trust in
God’s perfect timing.

Today, seek God’s peace in waiting and obedience, trusting that His plans
unfold in His perfect season.

Day 6: 🕰  Patience in God’s Timing
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Reflect and Apply
�. Are there areas in your life where you struggle to wait for God’s timing?

�. How can you balance action and patience according to God’s will?

�. What steps can you take to cultivate trust in God’s sovereign plan?

Day 6: 🕰  Patience in God’s Timing
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Journaling Prompts
�. Reflect on a time when waiting on God led to a blessing.

�. Write about impatience you’ve experienced and how you desire to
change.

�. List scriptures that remind you to trust God’s timing.

Day 6: 🕰  Patience in God’s Timing
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Prayer for Today
Lord, teach me patience and trust in Your perfect timing. Help me to act
faithfully when You call and to wait humbly when You instruct patience. Give
me peace in uncertainty and confidence that You are working all things for
good. Strengthen my faith each day. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏⏳🕊 

Day 6: 🕰  Patience in God’s Timing
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Day 7: 🌿 Humility Before God
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Your Verse
2 Samuel 21:1-14 - 'Because of Saul and his blood-stained house, the Lord
had given a famine.'

Supporting Scriptures
James 4:6 - 'God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.'
Philippians 2:3 - 'Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.'

Day 7: 🌿 Humility Before God

Joab: Power, Loyalty, and the Bible’s Wisdom Page 43 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Devotional: The Power of Humility in Leadership
The famine during David’s reign was a reminder that pride or disobedience
affects a nation. Joab, as a key leader, needed to embody humility to reflect
God's desires for His people.

Often, power tempts us toward pride, but humility is the foundation of all
godly leadership and influence.

Joab's story teaches the necessity of posture before God—acknowledging His
supremacy and our role as servants. When humility is absent, even the
mightiest warriors falter.

Let today be a call to humility, yielding your strength to God’s guidance.

Day 7: 🌿 Humility Before God
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you define humility in your personal and leadership life?

�. What prideful tendencies might you need to surrender today?

�. How can you practically demonstrate humility in your relationships and
duties?

Day 7: 🌿 Humility Before God
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a situation where humility transformed an outcome.

�. Reflect on personal strengths and how to submit them to God.

�. List ways you can practice humility daily.

Day 7: 🌿 Humility Before God
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Prayer for Today
God, grant me a humble heart that seeks Your will above all. Let me be a
servant leader who honors You in all things. Remove pride and selfish
ambition, replacing them with grace and willingness to serve. May my life
reflect Your humility and love. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏🌿💜

Day 7: 🌿 Humility Before God
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Day 8: 🛡  Protecting God’s People Wisely

Joab: Power, Loyalty, and the Bible’s Wisdom Page 48 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Your Verse
2 Samuel 8:16 - 'Joab son of Zeruiah was over Israel’s entire army.'

Supporting Scriptures
Psalm 18:39 - 'You armed me with strength for battle.'
Proverbs 21:31 - 'The horse is made ready for the day of battle.'

Day 8: 🛡  Protecting God’s People Wisely
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Devotional: Godly Protection: Strength Under
Authority
Joab was a skilled military leader entrusted to protect and lead Israel’s armies.
His role underscores the weight of responsibility leaders carry when tasked to
defend others.

Yet protection without submission to God’s purpose can become harsh or
misdirected.

We are all called to protect those around us, whether physically, emotionally,
or spiritually, but always within God’s boundaries. Joab’s story challenges us
to evaluate if our protective instincts honor God and serve others well.

Reflect on your current responsibilities—are you protecting others with God’s
wisdom and care?

Day 8: 🛡  Protecting God’s People Wisely
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Reflect and Apply
�. What responsibilities has God placed on you to protect or lead others?

�. Are there ways your protection could better reflect God’s love and justice?

�. How do you submit your role as protector to God’s direction?

Day 8: 🛡  Protecting God’s People Wisely
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time you acted as a protector for others.

�. Reflect on how God guides your protective actions.

�. Identify areas where you need wisdom to lead and protect.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, thank You for entrusting me with the care of others. Help me lead with
wisdom, strength, and submission to Your will. Let me protect with grace and
justice, reflecting Your heart. Guide my actions so I may serve faithfully in
every role You give me. In Jesus' name, Amen. 🙏🛡 🙏
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Day 9: 👑 Submitting Power To God’s
Sovereignty
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Your Verse
Psalm 75:6-7 - 'No one from the east or the west or from the desert can exalt
themselves.'

Supporting Scriptures
Isaiah 40:23 - 'He brings princes to nothing.'
James 4:10 - 'Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.'
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Devotional: Yielding Authority to God’s Rule
Power, no matter how strong, is ultimately subject to God’s sovereign will.
Joab's experiences remind us that human strength and authority are limited
and must be held in submission to the Almighty King.

Attempts to exalt oneself apart from God lead to downfall. True power flows
from recognizing and yielding to God’s supremacy above all.

We must surrender pride and ambition, embracing God’s plan and timing
over our own. This attitude opens the door for God to lift us up and use us for
His glory.

Today’s encouragement is to commit power, influence, and leadership fully to
God’s sovereign hand.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you practice submitting your authority or talents to God’s

sovereignty?

�. What temptations towards pride do you need to confess and surrender?

�. In what ways can you daily acknowledge God as the ultimate authority?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about worshiping God as the ultimate King over all.

�. Reflect on moments when surrendering control brought peace or
blessing.

�. Make a list of areas you want to submit more fully to God.
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Prayer for Today
God, remind me that all power and authority come from You. Teach me to
yield my control to Your will and timing. Help me reject pride and rely fully on
Your guidance. May my life glorify Your sovereignty today and always. In
Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏👑🌟
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Day 10: 🕊  Peace Over Power
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Your Verse
Matthew 5:9 - 'Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children
of God.'

Supporting Scriptures
Romans 12:18 - 'If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone.'
Hebrews 12:14 - 'Make every effort to live in peace with everyone.'
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Devotional: Choosing Peace in the Midst of Power
Joab’s story often illustrates power used with little regard for peace. The Bible
repeatedly calls us to prioritize peace, which sometimes means relinquishing
the drive for control or dominance.

Peacemaking requires humility and submission to God’s Spirit, choosing
reconciliation over conflict.

True strength is demonstrated as much in pursuing peace as in winning
battles. This principle challenges leaders and believers to seek God’s peace as
the ultimate victory.

Reflect on how you can be a peacemaker in your sphere of influence today.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you balance ambition with the pursuit of peace?

�. Are there conflicts where you could actively seek peace rather than
control?

�. What does it mean to you to be a child of God as a peacemaker?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about someone you can bless by seeking peace.

�. Reflect on times peace overcame conflict in your life.

�. Plan practical steps to make peace a priority today.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, make me a peacemaker in every relationship and situation. Help me
choose peace over pride, humility over control. Fill my heart with Your love
that heals divisions and restores harmony. Let my life reflect Your peace and
bring glory to Your name. In Jesus' name, Amen. 🙏🕊 💛
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Day 11: 🌟 God’s Grace Amidst Brokenness
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Your Verse
Psalm 51:1 - 'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love.'

Supporting Scriptures
Romans 5:8 - 'God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.'
Ephesians 2:8 - 'For it is by grace you have been saved.'
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Devotional: Embracing God’s Grace in Our Lives
Despite Joab's flaws and failures, God’s grace remains available. His story
reminds us that no one is beyond restoration when we turn humbly to God.

Grace covers imperfections and calls us to repentance and renewal.

God’s grace does not excuse sin but empowers transformation through
confession and submission. No matter the mistakes, God’s love offers hope to
walk in obedience anew.

Today, embrace God’s grace allowing it to heal and guide you forward.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Have you experienced God’s grace after failure or sin?

�. What fears or doubts do you need to bring before God for healing?

�. How can you extend grace to yourself and others today?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write a prayer confessing areas you need God’s grace.

�. Reflect on past experiences where grace transformed you.

�. List ways you can offer grace to others struggling.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, thank You for Your unfailing grace that covers my shortcomings. Help
me to come before You in humility and receive Your mercy. Renew my heart
and empower me to walk in obedience reflecting Your love. Teach me to
extend grace to others as You do for me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏🌟❤ 
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Day 12: 🗡  Confronting Sin with Truth
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Your Verse
2 Samuel 12:7 - 'You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
says...'

Supporting Scriptures
Galatians 6:1 - 'Restore gently.'
Ephesians 4:15 - 'Speaking the truth in love.'
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Devotional: Speaking Truth in Love with Courage
David’s confrontation by the prophet Nathan demonstrates how sin must be
faced honestly. Joab similarly faced critical moments where truth was
necessary but at times avoided or mishandled.

Confronting sin requires courage and love, rooted in submission to God’s
holiness.

We are called to lovingly confront sin in ourselves and others to encourage
repentance and healing. Avoiding truth can lead to further ruin, as seen in
Joab’s divided loyalties and unchecked actions.

Today, consider where courageously facing truth with love is needed.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Are there truths you or others need to face with love and courage?

�. How can you prepare your heart to receive or give correction?

�. What role does submission to God play in confronting sin rightly?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Reflect on a time you received or gave loving correction.

�. Write about fears that hinder speaking truth in love.

�. List steps to grow in courage and gentleness when confronting sin.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, grant me courage and love to face sin rightly. Help me to speak truth
gently and receive correction humbly. May Your Spirit guide my words and
heart to reflect Your holiness and grace. Teach me submission that leads to
restoration and growth. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏🗡 🕊 
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Day 13: 🔥 Replacing Anger with
Righteousness
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Your Verse
Ephesians 4:26 - 'In your anger do not sin.'

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 15:1 - 'A gentle answer turns away wrath.'
James 1:20 - 'Human anger does not produce the righteousness God
desires.'
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Devotional: Mastering Anger Through God’s
Righteousness
Joab’s fiery temper and rash actions reveal how anger unchecked leads to sin
and ruin. The Bible acknowledges anger but warns it must be governed and
channeled rightly.

Transforming anger into righteous action requires submission to God’s Spirit
and wisdom.

God desires our responses to reflect His righteousness, not human passion.
As followers of Christ, we are called to guard our hearts and words carefully.

Today, ask God to help you replace anger with peace and righteousness.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you typically respond to provocation or frustration?

�. What might anger be covering or driving beneath the surface?

�. How can you invite God’s Spirit to transform your anger into
righteousness?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Recall a time when anger led to regretful actions.

�. Write prayers asking God to soften your heart and control emotions.

�. List strategies to respond with gentleness during conflict.
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Prayer for Today
God, help me to manage anger without sinning. Teach me to respond with
gentleness, self-control, and Your righteousness. Replace fiery tempers with
Your peace that heals and restores relationships. Empower me to reflect
Christ in every situation. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏🔥🕊 
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Day 14: 🛠  Building Trust Through Integrity
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Your Verse
Proverbs 10:9 - 'Whoever walks in integrity walks securely.'

Supporting Scriptures
Psalm 25:21 - 'May integrity and uprightness protect me.'
2 Corinthians 8:21 - 'We aim to do what is honorable not only in the
Lord’s sight but also in the sight of man.'
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Devotional: Integrity: The Bedrock of Trust
Integrity is foundational to lasting influence and healthy relationships. Joab,
despite his military successes, often compromised integrity through divided
loyalties and questionable decisions.

God calls us to walk in honesty and uprightness, building trust that honors
Him and others.

True submission to God manifests in consistent integrity, refusing shortcuts
or deception. Our influence multiplies when our character aligns with God’s
truth.

Today, reflect on how to strengthen your integrity in all areas of life.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Are there areas in your life where integrity is challenged?

�. How does submitting fully to God encourage consistency in character?

�. What steps can you take to rebuild trust if lost?

Day 14: 🛠  Building Trust Through Integrity

Joab: Power, Loyalty, and the Bible’s Wisdom Page 87 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Journaling Prompts
�. Write about what integrity means personally to you.

�. Recall times when integrity led to blessings or challenges.

�. List practical ways to cultivate integrity daily.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, help me to live a life of integrity before You and others. Strengthen me to
resist temptation and be consistent in truthfulness and uprightness. May my
character reflect Your holiness and build lasting trust. Guide me in all
decisions to honor You fully. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏🛠 📖
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Day 15: ✨ Pursuing Godly Wisdom
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Your Verse
James 1:5 - 'If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God.'

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 2:6 - 'For the Lord gives wisdom.'
Ecclesiastes 7:12 - 'Wisdom preserves those who have it.'

Day 15: ✨ Pursuing Godly Wisdom
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Devotional: Hungry for Wisdom: God’s Gift to Submit
To
Joab sometimes demonstrated strategic brilliance but lacked the wisdom to
submit fully to God’s ways. Our pursuit must be not only intelligence or skill
but godly wisdom rooted in humble dependence on God.

God generously promises wisdom to all who ask, helping us navigate trials,
relationships, and decisions wisely.

Submitting to God means actively seeking His guidance in every situation.
Wisdom protects and keeps us on the path He desires.

Pray today for a heart hungry for His wisdom and the humility to obey.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Do you regularly seek God’s wisdom in your decisions?

�. How does humility influence your ability to receive and apply wisdom?

�. Where do you most need God’s guidance right now?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about ways you have seen God’s wisdom at work in your life.

�. Reflect on areas where you want God’s wisdom to grow.

�. List scriptures that inspire your pursuit of wisdom.
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Prayer for Today
God, I ask for Your wisdom to guide my every step. Teach me to listen and
obey Your voice above my own understanding. Help me walk wisely,
reflecting Your truth and love. I surrender my ways to Your perfect will. In
Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏✨💡
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Day 16: 💔 Recognizing the Consequences
of Rebellion
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Your Verse
2 Samuel 3:28-29 - 'He died because he acted treacherously against the
Lord’s anointed.'

Supporting Scriptures
1 Samuel 15:23 - 'Rebellion is like the sin of divination.'
Proverbs 17:11 - 'An angry person stirs up conflict.'
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Devotional: Turning from Rebellion Toward
Restoration
Joab’s repeated acts reveal a pattern of rebellion against God’s commands and
authority. Such rebellion brings severe consequences both personally and
communally.

Disobedience and divided allegiances disrupt God’s purpose and bring ruin.

Recognizing rebellion in our hearts is the first step toward repentance and
restoration. God's grace provides a way back but calls for sincere submission
and change.

Reflect on any areas of rebellion needing surrender to God’s authority today.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Are there subtle ways you resist God’s authority in your life?

�. What consequences are you experiencing or avoiding by rebellion?

�. How can you invite God’s Spirit to renew your heart and obedience?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write honestly about hidden rebellions or resistance.

�. Reflect on God’s mercy toward you despite past disobedience.

�. Plan steps to submit more fully to God daily.
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Prayer for Today
Father, I confess any rebellion or resistance in my heart. Forgive me and
renew my commitment to obey You fully. Help me turn away from ways that
hinder my fellowship with You and others. Fill me with Your Spirit
empowering submission and transformation. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏💔

🕊 
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Day 17: 🌾 Reaping What We Sow
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Your Verse
Galatians 6:7 - 'A man reaps what he sows.'

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 22:8 - 'Whoever sows injustice reaps calamity.'
2 Corinthians 9:6 - 'Whoever sows generously will also reap generously.'

Day 17: 🌾 Reaping What We Sow
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Devotional: Planting Seeds for God’s Desired Harvest
Joab’s actions demonstrate that sowing seeds of divided loyalties and violence
lead to a harvest of turmoil. The principle of sowing and reaping is clear in
Scripture: our actions bear consequences.

By submitting to God’s design, we plant seeds of righteousness, peace, and
blessing. Without submission, power sown selfishly produces ruin.

Examine the seeds you are planting through your daily choices and attitudes.
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Reflect and Apply
�. What kind of seeds are you sowing in relationships and responsibilities?

�. How does submitting to God change the fruit of your efforts?

�. Are there habits or attitudes you want to replace to produce better fruit?
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Journaling Prompts
�. List the fruits you see growing from your actions recently.

�. Reflect on areas to sow more generously with love and obedience.

�. Write prayers asking God to help you sow wisely and abundantly.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, help me sow seeds of righteousness and peace. Teach me to act in ways
that lead to blessing and not ruin. Empower me to live in submission to Your
will, bearing fruit that glorifies You. May my life be a harvest of Your love. In
Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏🌾🍇

Day 17: 🌾 Reaping What We Sow
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Day 18: 🌄 Standing Firm Amid Trials

Joab: Power, Loyalty, and the Bible’s Wisdom Page 108 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Your Verse
James 1:12 - 'Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial.'

Supporting Scriptures
Romans 5:3-4 - 'Suffering produces perseverance.'
1 Peter 5:9 - 'Resist him, standing firm in the faith.'
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Devotional: Enduring Trials with Faithful Submission
Joab’s life was filled with conflict and trials that tested his character and
faithfulness. While not always successful, his story encourages perseverance
amid challenges.

Trials can refine our submission to God and strengthen our faith when we
stand firm in His promises.

God does not promise an easy path but equips us to endure and grow.
Submitting to God during hardships is key to victory.

Press on today, embracing God’s refining work through trials.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How have trials shaped your faith and character?

�. What enables you to stand firm and submit during difficult seasons?

�. Where do you need God’s strength to persevere now?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a hard season and how God worked within it.

�. Reflect on lessons learned through perseverance.

�. Pray for strength to endure current or upcoming challenges.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, help me stand firm amid trials, trusting in Your faithfulness. Strengthen
my heart to persevere and submit to Your refining purposes. Use challenges
to shape me more like Christ. Fill me with hope and endurance. In Jesus’
name, Amen. 🙏🌄💪
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Day 19: 🙌 Restoring Broken Relationships
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Your Verse
2 Samuel 19:1-43 - 'The people were comforting David...'

Supporting Scriptures
Matthew 5:23-24 - 'First be reconciled to your brother.'
Colossians 3:13 - 'Forgive as the Lord forgave you.'
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Devotional: The Healing Power of Reconciliation
David’s restoration after conflict contrasts with Joab’s harsher reactions.
Restoration requires humility, forgiveness, and submission to God’s healing
process.

God calls us to pursue reconciliation and make peace with others. Even
difficult relationships can be restored through prayer and grace.

Reflect on broken relationships in your life and pray for God’s work in healing
and restoration.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Are there relationships in need of restoration in your life?

�. What role does forgiveness play in healing those relationships?

�. How can submission to God guide you toward peace with others?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a relationship you desire to reconcile.

�. Reflect on your attitudes about forgiveness and healing.

�. Pray for courage and grace to pursue restoration.
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Prayer for Today
Father, bring healing to broken relationships in my life. Help me forgive as
You forgive and seek reconciliation where needed. Give me humility and
grace to restore peace and love. May Your restoration bring glory to Your
name. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏❤ 🌿
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Day 20: 🛤  Choosing God’s Path Over
Personal Gain
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Your Verse
Proverbs 4:26-27 - 'Give careful thought to the paths for your feet...'

Supporting Scriptures
Psalm 37:5 - 'Commit your way to the Lord.'
Jeremiah 29:11 - 'For I know the plans I have for you.'
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Devotional: Walking in God’s Purposeful Direction
Joab often chose paths motivated by personal ambition rather than God’s
direction. Choosing God’s path requires intentional commitment and trust.

Submission involves daily decisions to follow God’s leading rather than our
own desires. This choice brings peace and purpose.

Today, recommit your choices and direction to God’s perfect plans.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Are there areas where you pursue personal gain ahead of God’s will?

�. How can you more intentionally follow God’s path?

�. What steps help you discern God’s plan for your life?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about times following God’s path brought blessing.

�. Reflect on goals that may need realignment to His purpose.

�. Pray for clarity and obedience in your daily walk.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, I commit my ways and choices to You. Help me follow Your path,
trusting in Your good plans. Guide my steps away from selfish ambition
toward Your purposes. Strengthen my resolve to submit fully to You. In Jesus’
name, Amen. 🙏🛤 🌟

Day 20: 🛤  Choosing God’s Path Over Personal Gain

Joab: Power, Loyalty, and the Bible’s Wisdom Page 125 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Day 21: 🌈 Living Empowered by
Submission
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Your Verse
Psalm 37:5 - 'Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this.'

Supporting Scriptures
John 15:5 - 'Apart from me you can do nothing.'
Philippians 4:13 - 'I can do all this through him who gives me strength.'
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Devotional: Empowered Life Through Wholehearted
Submission
Our study of Joab’s story concludes in the powerful truth that true
empowerment flows from submission to God. Joab’s divided allegiance
caused ruin, but God offers fullness and strength when we center our lives on
Him.

Submission is not weakness but the path to abundant life and fruitfulness.
When we trust and commit fully, God accomplishes great things through us.

May this journey inspire you to live wholeheartedly under God’s authority,
empowered to walk in His blessing and purpose.
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Reflect and Apply
�. What does submitting fully to God mean for your daily life?

�. How can you rely more on God’s strength rather than your own?

�. What changes are you willing to make to live empowered by God?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about your commitment to submit to God fully.

�. Reflect on God’s strength working in your life recently.

�. Pray for empowerment and guidance to continue following Him.
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Prayer for Today
Heavenly Father, I commit my life to You in full submission. Fill me with Your
strength and guide me daily. Help me trust in Your power more than my own
and live empowered for Your glory. Use me mightily as I follow Your will. In
Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏🌈💪
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💌 A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we’d love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you’ll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

📚 100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life
📱 Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
��� �  Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches
✍  Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
🤝 A place to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

🎁 Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

👉 Visit Now:

📌 www.HolyJot.com
📌 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

💬 We’d love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

💬 Connect with us at:
Facebook • Instagram • YouTube • TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.
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