Joseph's Obedience at
Christmas

Explore Joseph’s faith and obedience during the
Christmas story, discovering lessons for trust and
courage in God’s plans.
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Introduction

The Christmas season often centers on celebration and family traditions, but
at its heart is a story of obedience, trust, and divine purpose. Joseph, a humble
carpenter, plays a pivotal role in God's redemptive plan by embracing a path
filled with uncertainty yet guided by faith. His obedience at Christmas reveals
how surrender to God’s will opens doors for miracles. £

When Joseph learned that Mary, his betrothed, was with child through the
Holy Spirit, he faced a difficult decision. Cultural expectations and potential
shame pressed upon him, yet his faith led him to choose trust over fear. This
study plan invites you to walk through the story of Joseph’s obedience,
examining how his courage and submission connect to our own journey
during the holidays and beyond.

Each day, you will encounter Scripture passages, thoughtful devotionals, and
reflective questions designed to deepen your understanding of Joseph’s heart.
Through his example, we discover the blessing of aligning our lives with
God’s guidance, the power of quiet faith, and the hope that blossoms amidst
trials.

May this study enrich your Christmas season by reminding you that the
greatest gift is often found in obedience and trust in God’s perfect plan. Let
Joseph's story encourage you to step boldly into God's will, even when the way
is uncertain. $%
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Day 1: 4 Trusting God’s Plan
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Day 1: §R Trusting God’s Plan
Your Verse
Matthew 1:18-25 NIV - "..an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream...”
Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 3:5 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart...”

e Psalm 375 - "Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do
this..”
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Day 1: 88 Trusting God’s Plan

Devotional: Choosing Trust Amid Uncertainty

Joseph's story begins with a startling revelation. He learns that Mary is
pregnant by the Holy Spirit, a situation that could have brought shame or
judgment. But instead of following his initial doubts, Joseph chooses trust.
When the angel appears in his dream, he receives reassurance and a clear
directive to embrace God’s plan.

Trusting God often means stepping into the unknown with confidence.
Joseph'’s obedience was not a passive act; it was an active choice to believe that
God’s plans were perfect despite the circumstances. This trust laid the
foundation for Jesus’s birth and ushered in hope for the entire world.

Reflect on your own journey. Where is God inviting you to trust Him even
when the path seems unclear?
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Day 1: 88 Trusting God’s Plan

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I typically respond when faced with unexpected or difficult
situations?

2. In what ways can trusting God change my perspective on challenges?

3. What fears or doubts might I need to surrender to obey God fully?
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Day 1: 88 Trusting God’s Plan

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you had to trust God in an uncertain situation.

2. List areas in your life where you want to practice deeper obedience.

3. Describe how Joseph’s response to the angel encourages you personally.
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Day 1: 88 Trusting God’s Plan

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, thank You for the example of Joseph’s faith and obedience. Help
me to trust Your plan and rest in Your promises, especially when the way is
unclear. Strengthen my heart to respond with courage and surrender. Guide
me to walk boldly in Your will this Christmas season and beyond. In Jesus’

name, Amen. J\, %> &%
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Day 2: $% Obedience in the Unknown
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Day 2: 3% Obedience in the Unknown

Your Verse

Luke 2:1-7 NIV - "Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Hebrews 11:8 - "By faith Abraham... obeyed... going to a place he would
later receive as his inheritance.”

e Romans 8:28 - "In all things God works for the good of those who love
him...”
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Day 2: 3% Obedience in the Unknown

Devotional: Walking by Faith into God’s Plan

Joseph's journey to Bethlehem was more than a physical trip—it was a step
into God’s divine plan. Obedience sometimes requires us to move forward
without knowing every detail or the outcome. Joseph traveled despite the
challenges and uncertainties surrounding the census and Mary’s condition.

Obedience is trusting God’s timing and purposes over our own comforts and
understanding. Like Abraham before him, Joseph’s walk of faith shows that
God calls us to embrace His guidance wholeheartedly, expecting Him to fulfill
His promises in His time.

Consider the areas of your life where God is inviting you to obey, even when
the full picture isn’t clear.
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Day 2: 3% Obedience in the Unknown

Reflect and Apply

1. Where have I hesitated to obey God because of uncertainty?

2. How can embracing obedience transform my relationship with God?

3. What can I learn from Joseph’s willingness to follow God despite
challenges?
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Day 2: 3% Obedience in the Unknown

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on a time when your obedience led to unexpected blessings.

2. Write about what fears come up when you consider obeying God more
fully.

3. Describe what ‘walking by faith’ means personally to you.
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Day 2: 3% Obedience in the Unknown

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me to move in obedience even when I don’t see the full path.
Give me the courage to trust You with every step, knowing You work all things
for good. Guide my heart to follow You without hesitation, just like Joseph.

Amen. 3%\ R
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Day 3: () Courage Amid Challenges
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Day 3: () Courage Amid Challenges

Your Verse

Matthew 2:13-15 NIV - "Joseph got up, took the child and his mother during
the night...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Joshua 1:9 - "Be strong and courageous... for the Lord your God is with

/4

you.
e [Isaiah 41:10 - "Do not fear, for I am with you...”
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Day 3: () Courage Amid Challenges

Devotional: Obedience Requires Courageous Action

When danger arose with King Herod’s plot against Jesus, Joseph faced urgent,
scary decisions. Yet, he did not hesitate to protect Mary and Jesus by fleeing to
Egypt. This required significant courage and action.

Obedience is often intertwined with courage. Following God’s leading may
mean stepping into uncomfortable situations or making hard choices.
Joseph’s example shows us that God provides strength and courage when we
act in faith.

When challenges come, remember that God is with you, empowering
obedience through courage and trust.
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Day 3: () Courage Amid Challenges

Reflect and Apply

1. What fears are holding me back from obeying God fully?

Page 19 of 45

2. How has God shown up to give me courage in past challenges?

3. In what ways can I rely on God’s presence during difficult times?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]ﬂt Joseph'’s Obedience at Christmas Page 20 of 45

Day 3: () Courage Amid Challenges

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when God gave you courage to do something hard.

2. List specific fears you want to bring to God in prayer.

3. Describe how Joseph’s response to danger inspires your faith.
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Day 3: () Courage Amid Challenges

Prayer for Today

Father God, thank You for being with me in times of fear and uncertainty.
Help me to be courageous like Joseph when obedience requires action. Fill me
with Your peace that overcomes every fear. Guide me to follow Your voice
boldly. In Jesus’ name, amen. () 2\, ©
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Day 4: {3 Divine Guidance
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Day 4: &3 Divine Guidance
Your Verse
Matthew 2:19-23 NIV - "An angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph...”
Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 32:8 - "I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I
will counsel you...”

e John 14:26 - "The Holy Spirit.. will teach you all things...”
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Day 4: {3 Divine Guidance

Devotional: Hearing and Following God’s Voice

Joseph'’s obedience was deeply connected to God’s direct guidance through
dreams. When the danger passed, Joseph again received clear instructions on
where to go and what to do. His attentiveness to God’s voice allowed him to
protect the Messiah and fulfill God’s plan.

God continues to guide us by His Spirit, providing wisdom and direction for
our lives. Like Joseph, we must cultivate sensitivity to God’s whispers,
trusting His timing and leading even when calls may seem difficult.

Reflect on how you can tune your heart to receive and obey God’s guidance
daily.
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Day 4: {3 Divine Guidance

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I recognize God’s guidance in my life?

2. What steps can I take to be more attentive to the Holy Spirit?

3. Are there areas I am resisting God’s direction that need surrender?
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Day 4: {3 Divine Guidance

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time God clearly directed your steps.

2. Write about ways you can create space for God to speak.

3. List any challenges you face in obeying God’s guidance.
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Day 4: {3 Divine Guidance

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, lead me into all truth and make me sensitive to Your voice. Teach
me to recognize Your guidance and obey without delay. Help me to trust Your
plan fully and walk steadfastly in Your will. In Jesus’ name, amen. &3 J\, [
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Day 5: @ Embracing God’s Will
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Day 5: @ Embracing God's Will
Your Verse
Luke 2:25-35 NIV - "Simeon took him in his arms and praised God...”
Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 12:1 - "..offer your bodies as a living sacrifice..”

e Galatians 2:20 - "I have been crucitied with Christ... the life [ now live...
live by faith...”
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Day 5: @ Embracing God’s Will

Devotional: Choosing Surrender as an Act of Love

Joseph’s obedience meant embracing a new role as guardian of God’s Son.
This required selflessness, sacrifice, and complete surrender to God’s will.
Simeon’s words remind us that God’s plan is a blessing but often comes
through sacrifice.

True discipleship calls us to offer our lives fully to God’s purposes. Like
Joseph, embracing God’s will means trusting that our role, no matter how
ordinary or challenging, is part of a greater story of redemption and hope.

Consider how you can embrace God’s will with open hands and a willing
heart this season.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]ﬂt Joseph'’s Obedience at Christmas Page 31 of 45

Day 5: @ Embracing God’s Will
Reflect and Apply

1. What does surrendering to God look like in my daily life?

2. How can I see my role in God’s plan as important and meaningful?

3. What sacrifices am I willing to make to follow God more closely?
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Day 5: @ Embracing God’s Will
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about what it means to you to ‘offer your body as a living sacrifice.

2. Reflect on ways God is calling you to surrender.

3. List blessings that have come from embracing God’s will.
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Day 5: @ Embracing God’s Will

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, help me to embrace Your will as Joseph did. Teach me to
surrender selfish desires and trust in Your perfect plan. May my life reflect
love and obedience that honor You this Christmas and always. In Jesus’ name,

amen. @ J\ {1

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]ﬂt Joseph'’s Obedience at Christmas Page 34 of 45

Day 6: @ God’s Plan Unfolds
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Day 6: @ God’s Plan Unfolds

Your Verse

Isaiah 9:6 NIV - "For to us a child is born... and he will be called Wonderful
Counselor..”

Supporting Scriptures

e John I1:14 - "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”

e Philippians 2:6-8 - "..he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death...”
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Day 6: @ God’s Plan Unfolds

Devotional: Witnessing the Fulfillment of God’s
Promise

The birth of Jesus marks the fulfillment of God’s eternal promises. Through
Joseph’s obedience, the Messiah was born into a world longing for hope and
salvation. This child, born in humility, revealed God’s profound love and plan
for restoration.

Christmas reminds us that God's plans are far greater than our own. Joseph’s
role, humble yet significant, reflects how God works powerfully through
ordinary lives to accomplish extraordinary purposes.

Take heart in knowing that your obedience is part of God’s unfolding plan to
bring light and life to the world.
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Day 6: @ God’s Plan Unfolds

Reflect and Apply

1. How does the birth of Jesus inspire me to trust God’s promises?

2. In what ways is God using me to fulfill His purposes?

3. What hope do I carry into the world because of Christ’s arrival?
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Day 6: @ God’s Plan Unfolds

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on the significance of Jesus’ birth for your life today.

2. Write down ways God has included you in His greater plan.

3. Describe the hope Christ brings to your heart this Christmas.
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Day 6: @ God’s Plan Unfolds

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for coming into the world to fulfill God’s promises. Help
me to embrace my part in Your plan and shine Your light in every moment.
May my life reflect the hope and love revealed in Your birth. In Your holy

name, amen. @ ¥ &
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Day 7: {I] Sharing Obedience and Joy
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Day 7: {I] Sharing Obedience and Joy

Your Verse

Romans 12:11-13 NIV - "Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual
fervor, serving the Lord...”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 9:7 - "God loves a cheerful giver.”
o Matthew 5:16 - "Let your light shine before others...”
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Day 7: {T] Sharing Obedience and Joy

Devotional: Living Out Obedience with Joy

Joseph'’s obedience brought joy and salvation to the world, inviting us to
respond with heartfelt worship and action. Our faith calls us to share the
blessings of obedience through generosity, love, and joy-filled service.

As we conclude this study, reflect on how your response to God's call can
impact others. The Christmas season is a reminder not just of receiving but
also of giving — our time, love, and gifts reflect the heart of God who gave His
Son for us.

Let your obedience be a living gift that inspires joy and hope in those around
you.
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Day 7: {I] Sharing Obedience and Joy

Reflect and Apply

1. How can my obedience bring joy to others this season?

2. What gifts—time, talent, or treasure—is God calling me to share?

3. How does serving others deepen my relationship with God?
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Day 7: {I] Sharing Obedience and Joy

Journaling Prompts

1. Plan ways you can actively serve others this Christmas.

2. Write about the joy you experience when you obey God’s call.

3. Reflect on gifts or talents God has given you to use for His glory.
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Day 7: {T] Sharing Obedience and Joy

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for the joy that comes from faithful obedience.
Help me to share Your love generously and serve with a joyful heart. May my
life be a shining example of Your grace this Christmas and always. In Jesus’
precious name, amen. {I] 2\, B
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