Leadership in Marriage:

Serving Your Spouse Like
Christ

Explore Christlike leadership in marriage focusing
on love, sacrifice, and servant leadership to enrich
your relationship and grow together in faith.
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Introduction

Leadership in marriage is not about authority or control but about a Christlike
model of love and service. Jesus exemplifies the highest form of leadership,
centered on sacrificial love, humility, and selflessness. In this 7-day study;,
we'll reflect on how husbands and wives can emulate Jesus by leading with a
heart to serve, putting the needs of their spouse first, and nurturing a
marriage built on love and mutual respect.

Marriage leadership calls each partner to practice patience, forgiveness, and
sacrificial care. It means listening earnestly, giving generously, and laying
down personal rights for the good of the relationship. When both spouses
lead in this way, marriage becomes a powerful testimony of God’s love and
grace.

Throughout this study, you will explore Scripture passages that illustrate
servant leadership and sacrificial love. You will be encouraged to reflect
deeply on what it means to love your spouse like Christ loves the Church—
giving without expecting in return and leading by example with humility:.

Whether you are newly married or have journeyed years together, this study
invites you to grow in your role as a spiritual leader in your home. By
centering love and sacrifice, your marriage can flourish, radiating God’s heart
to your family and community. Let’s seek God’s wisdom together as we learn
to serve, love, and lead as Christ did. @ J\,
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Day 1: ££ Embracing Servant Leadership
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Day 1: £ Embracing Servant Leadership

Your Verse

Mark 1045 - "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 13:14 - "Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also should wash one another's feet.”

e Philippians 2:3-4 - "Do nothing out of seltish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.”
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Day 1: £ Embracing Servant Leadership

Devotional: Leading by Serving, Following Christ’s
Example

True leadership in marriage begins with a servant's heart. Jesus teaches us
that the greatest leaders are those who serve others selflessly. In marriage,
this means actively seeking ways to support your spouse rather than focusing
on your own desires. Leading by serving requires humility and a willingness
to put your spouse’s needs before your own.

Consider how Jesus washed His disciples’ feet—a task usually reserved for the
lowliest servants. He modeled that leadership is about humility and care, not
power. By embracing this example in your marriage, you create a safe and
loving environment where both partners feel valued and respected.

Ask yourself: How can I serve my spouse today in practical ways? What
barriers keep me from leading humbly? When I lead by serving, I reflect the
love of Christ in ways that deepen intimacy and trust.
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Day 1: #£ Embracing Servant Leadership

Reflect and Apply

1. What does servant leadership look like in your marriage?

2. How do pride or selfishness affect your ability to serve your spouse?

3. In what specific situations can you practice humility as a leader?
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Day 1: £ Embracing Servant Leadership

Journaling Prompts

1. List three ways you can serve your spouse this week.

2. Write about a time when serving your spouse led to positive change.

3. Reflect on obstacles you face in leading like Christ and how to overcome
them.
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Day 1: £ Embracing Servant Leadership

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, thank You for Jesus’ perfect example of servant leadership. Help
me to lead my marriage with humility and a willing heart to serve my spouse
sacrificially. Teach me to put their needs before my own and to love like You
love. May our marriage reflect Your grace and unity every day. In Jesus’name,

Amen. J\ O &
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Day 2: @ Love as the Foundation of
Leadership

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Leadership in Marriage: Serving Your Spouse Like Christ Page 11 of 45

Day 2: @ Love as the Foundation of Leadership

Your Verse

Ephesians 5:25 - "Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Corinthians 13:4-7 - "Love is patient, love is kind... it always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”

e Colossians 3:14 - And over all these virtues put on love, which binds
them all together in perfect unity.”
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Day 2: @ Love as the Foundation of Leadership

Devotional: Sacrificial Love Builds Unshakable
Marriages

Love is the cornerstone of Christlike leadership in marriage. The Apostle Paul
reminds us that husbands must love their wives as Christ loved the Church—
sacrificially and unconditionally. This love is not passive. It's active and life-
giving, requiring daily decisions to put others first.

When love leads a marriage, patience and kindness become natural
responses, even in difficult moments. Love protects and perseveres through
trials, uniting spouses in a bond that reflects God’s eternal commitment to us.

Consider how your leadership embodies love. Does your spouse feel
cherished and safe? Sacrificial love challenges us to give of ourselves fully,
even when it's hard. It's the glue that binds leadership, respect, and mutual
honor in marriage.
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Day 2: @ Love as the Foundation of Leadership

Reflect and Apply

1. How does sacrificial love affect your leadership style?

2. In what ways can you show patience and kindness daily?

3. How does love strengthen your marriage during challenges?
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Day 2: @ Love as the Foundation of Leadership

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe how your leadership currently reflects Christ’s love.

2. Write about a situation that required sacrificial love from you.

3. Set three intentions to express love more actively this week.
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Day 2: @ Love as the Foundation of Leadership

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for showing us the depth of love through Your sacrifice.
Help me lead my marriage with this powerful love—patient, kind, and always
protective. Teach me to show my spouse that they are deeply valued and
cherished, even when it’s difficult. Fill our home with Your grace and love.

Amen. P ) S
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Day 3: € Leading with Courage and Integrity
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Day 3: © Leading with Courage and Integrity

Your Verse

Joshua 1:9 - "Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding...”

e Psalm 78:72 - "And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with
skillful hands he led them.”
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Day 3: © Leading with Courage and Integrity

Devotional: Bold Integrity Builds Trust in Marriage

Leadership in marriage demands courage and integrity. Like Joshua, we are
called to be strong, courageous, and dependent on God’s guidance.
Leadership is not easy; it involves difficult decisions, vulnerability, and trust-
building.

Integrity means living and leading consistently with truth, transparency, and
honor. It creates a foundation where trust can flourish between spouses.
When your spouse sees your commitment to honesty and moral strength, it
fosters safety and deep connection.

Reflect on the integrity in your marriage leadership. Are you courageous
enough to tackle challenges head-on, leaning on God’s strength? Are you
honest and consistent in your words and actions? These qualities invite God’s
presence and blessing into your home.
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Day 3: © Leading with Courage and Integrity

Reflect and Apply

1. Where do you need more courage in your marriage leadership?

2. How can integrity shape the way you lead your spouse?

3. What fears or doubts keep you from leading boldly?
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Day 3: © Leading with Courage and Integrity

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when courage strengthened your marriage.

2. List ways you can demonstrate more integrity in your relationship.

3. Identify areas where you need God’s help for bold leadership.
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Day 3: © Leading with Courage and Integrity

Prayer for Today

Father God, thank You for Your promise to be with me. Give me strength and
courage to lead my marriage with integrity, honesty, and trust in Your
guidance. Help me overcome fear and doubt so that my leadership honors You
and blesses my spouse. May our home be a refuge built on truth and love. In
Jesus’name, Amen. © J\, ¥~
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Day 4: < Leading through Mutual Respect
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Day 4: <O Leading through Mutual Respect

Your Verse

Ephesians 5:21 - "Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 12:10 - "Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another
above yourselves.”

e 1Peter 3:7 - "Husbands, be considerate as you live with your wives, and
treat them with respect...”
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Day 4: <O Leading through Mutual Respect

Devotional: Mutual Respect Strengthens Marital
Leadership

Mutual respect is essential in leading a marriage like Christ. Leadership is not
about unilateral decisions or dominance but about honoring your spouse’s
dignity and gifts. Paul instructs believers to submit to one another with
reverence for Christ, signaling mutual care and consideration.

Respect builds trust and encourages open dialogue. It empowers both
spouses to contribute their perspectives, talents, and feelings to the marriage.
When leaders honor their spouse, they create a partnership reflecting the
unity Christ desires for His Church.

Think about how respect is lived out in your marriage leadership. Are you
actively honoring your spouse, listening with empathy, and valuing their role?
True leadership uplifts and serves rather than commands.
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Reflect and Apply

1. How do you demonstrate respect to your spouse regularly?

Page 25 of 45

2. What does mutual submission look like in your marriage?

3. How can increasing respect improve your leadership?
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Day 4: <O Leading through Mutual Respect

Journaling Prompts

1. List ways your spouse shows respect that encourages you.

2. Reflect on times you have struggled to show respect and how to grow.

3. Write a commitment statement for leading with mutual respect.
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Day 4: <O Leading through Mutual Respect

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to lead with deep respect for my spouse, considering their
heart and needs. Help me practice humility and mutual submission that
honors You and strengthens our marriage. May respect be the foundation of

our partnership. Amen. & @ J\
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Day 5: @ Forgiveness in Leadership

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Leadership in Marriage: Serving Your Spouse Like Christ Page 29 of 45

Day 5: @ Forgiveness in Leadership

Your Verse

Colossians 3:13 - "Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you
has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:32 - "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
o Matthew 18:21-22 - "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother?

Up to seven times? Jesus answered, I tell you, not seven times, but
seventy-seven times.”
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Day 5: @ Forgiveness in Leadership

Devotional: Forgiveness Frees and Strengthens
Marriages

Leadership in marriage involves cultivating a heart of forgiveness. Holding
onto hurt damages relationships, but forgiving as Christ forgave brings
healing and restoration. As leaders, husbands and wives must model grace
and mercy, choosing to release offenses instead of fostering bitterness.

Forgiveness is not always easy—sometimes it requires intentional surrender
of anger and pride. Yet it breaks the cycle of resentment and allows love to
grow deeper. Jesus teaches us to forgive repeatedly, reflecting God’s limitless
grace.

FEvaluate areas where forgiveness is needed in your marriage leadership. Is
there a grudge you need to let go? Offering forgiveness is a powerful act of
service and love that strengthens the foundation of your marriage.
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Day 5: @ Forgiveness in Leadership

Reflect and Apply

1. What grievances do you need to forgive in your marriage?

2. How does forgiveness impact your ability to lead effectively?

3. How can you foster a forgiving spirit in your relationship?
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Day 5: @ Forgiveness in Leadership

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when forgiveness transformed your marriage.

2. List the benetfits of practicing forgiveness daily.

3. Identify steps you can take toward reconciliation with your spouse.
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Day 5: @ Forgiveness in Leadership

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for forgiving me even when I don’t deserve it. Help
me lead my marriage with a forgiving heart, releasing hurt and bitterness.
Teach me to extend grace freely to my spouse so our love can grow stronger
each day. Fill us with Your peace and healing. Amen. J\, @ €3
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Day 6: (@) Leading with Purpose and Vision
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Day 6: (@ Leading with Purpose and Vision

Your Verse

Proverbs 29:18 - "Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint; but
blessed is the one who heeds wisdom? instruction.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Jeremiah 29:11 - "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a
future.”

o Habakkuk 2:2 - "Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets
so that a herald may run with it.”
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Day 6: (@ Leading with Purpose and Vision

Devotional: Purposeful Leadership Guides Marriage
Growth

Leading with purpose provides clarity and direction for a thriving marriage.
Proverbs highlights the blessing that comes when couples have a shared
vision and wisdom to guide their steps. Leadership requires intentionality—
making thoughtful choices that align with God’s plan and your mutual goals.

Having a vision for your marriage inspires commitment and perseverance
during challenging seasons. It encourages growth in love, faith, and character.
When spouses lead together with clear purpose, they can face life’s
uncertainties confidently, anchored in God’s promises.

Consider your unique vision for your marriage. How does God’s purpose
shape your leadership? Are you regularly seeking His wisdom in decisions?
Purposeful leadership nurtures hope and strengthens unity within your
home.
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Day 6: (@ Leading with Purpose and Vision

Reflect and Apply

1. What is the vision God has placed on your heart for your marriage?

2. How can you incorporate this vision into daily leadership decisions?

3. What steps can you take to keep your marriage aligned with God’s plans?
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Day 6: (@ Leading with Purpose and Vision

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe the purpose and goals for your marriage partnership.

2. Wrrite a prayer asking God for guidance in fulfilling your vision.

3. List practical ways to lead your marriage toward shared goals.
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Day 6: (@ Leading with Purpose and Vision

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for the plans and hope You provide. Help me lead my
marriage with clear purpose and vision aligned to Your will. Grant wisdom to
make decisions rooted in faith. May our marriage flourish as we follow Your
guidance with one heart and mind. Amen. @ J\ @
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Day 7: 3% Reflecting Christ in Marriage
Leadership
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Day 7: 3% Reflecting Christ in Marriage Leadership

Your Verse

Ephesians 5:1-2 - "Follow God's example, therefore, as dearly loved children
and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us
as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 5:22-23 - "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithtulness...”

e John 15:12-13 - "My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down ones life for ones friends.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Leadership in Marriage: Serving Your Spouse Like Christ Page 42 of 45

Day 7: 3% Reflecting Christ in Marriage Leadership

Devotional: Marriage Leadership That Mirrors
Christ’s Love

Our ultimate example for marriage leadership is Jesus Christ. Paul urges us to
imitate God by walking in love—sacrificial, selfless, and enduring. When
spouses lead this way, their marriage becomes a living testimony of the
Gospel’s power.

Reflect on the fruits of the Spirit that support Christlike leadership: love, joy,
peace, kindness, and faithfulness. These qualities enable leaders to respond
with grace and strength even when leadership is challenging.

Ask God to help you lead your marriage as Jesus did— with humility,
compassion, and unwavering dedication. When leadership is centered on
Christ’s love, it unites spouses in a deep, resilient bond fueled by God’s Spirit.
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Day 7: 3% Reflecting Christ in Marriage Leadership

Reflect and Apply

1. How closely does your leadership reflect Christ’s love and sacrifice?

2. Which fruit of the Spirit do you need to cultivate more in marriage?

3. How can you daily invite God’s Spirit to guide your leadership?
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Day 7: 3% Reflecting Christ in Marriage Leadership

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a prayer committing to lead like Christ in your marriage.

2. Reflect on fruits of the Spirit already evident in your leadership.

3. Plan concrete steps to rely on the Spirit for marriage leadership.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Leadership in Marriage: Serving Your Spouse Like Christ Page 45 of 45

Day 7: 3% Reflecting Christ in Marriage Leadership

Prayer for Today

Jesus, You are the perfect example of love and servant leadership. Help me
mirror Your heart in leading my marriage—patient, kind, faithful, and self-
sacrificing. Fill me with Your Spirit to love my spouse as You love the Church,
that our home may honor You in all things. Amen. 3% @ J\
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