Leadership Rooted in
Humble Listening

Explore how humble listening enhances leadership
with compassionate understanding, empowering
you to lead with empathy and strength.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOly_IOt www.HolyJot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{)ly_]()t Leadership Rooted in Humble Listening Page 2 of 45

Table of contents
Introduction 3
Day 1: ® The Heart of a Listening Leader 4
Day 2: @ [.eading with Compassionate Understanding 10
Day 3: & Wisdom Through Silent Reflection 16
Day 4: €2 Servant L.eadership in Action 22
Day 5: Q, Seeking God’s Guidance Together 28
Day 6: 9 Growing Through Feedback and Correction 34
Day 7. %> Reflecting Christ in L.eadership 40

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}ly](}t Leadership Rooted in Humble Listening Page 3 of 45

Introduction

Leadership is more than authority—it’s about connection, understanding,
and service. In a world where voices often compete to be the loudest, the
power of listeningis frequently overlooked. Yet, it is through humble ears that
leaders truly grasp the needs, hopes, and fears of those they serve, enabling
them to lead with compassion and wisdom.

This 7-day Bible study delves into the essence of leadership shaped by
listening and empathy. We will explore Scripture to understand how God
models leadership that listens deeply, values others, and humbly responds to
His people’s concerns. The focus is on leading not with arrogance or self-
interest, but with a heart attuned to others—which produces strength
grounded in love and understanding rather than force.

Asyou journey through these days, reflect on your own leadership style and
how listening might transform your influence for the better. Whether you
lead in family, workplace, church, or community, this study invites you to
embody a leadership that listens to learn, to serve, and to unite. Let the
Scriptures inspire you to move beyond speaking to truly hearing, beyond
commanding to genuinely caring.

May this time be one of growth and grace as you become a leader who wields
the remarkable power of humble ears—strengthened by compassionate
understanding and ready to make a lasting impact.
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Day 1: () The Heart of a Listening Leader
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Day 1: () The Heart of a Listening Leader

Your Verse

James 1:19 - "Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 18:13 - "To answer before listening— that is folly and shame.”

o Ecclesiastes 5:2 - "Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in
your heart to utter anything before God.”
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Day 1: () The Heart of a Listening Leader

Devotional: Listening: The First Step in Leadership

Leadership begins with listening. James 1:19 provides a succinct, powerful
principle: be "quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry.” True
leadership is not about dominating conversations or pushing your agenda
first but about understanding before responding. Listening humbles the
leader, creating space for deep connection and wise decision-making.

Often, the temptation is to assert our ideas forcefully, but this scripture
counsels patience and attentiveness. When we listen purposefully, we avoid
misunderstandings and show respect for those we lead. It requires discipline
to restrain our impulses to speak too soon or react with anger, but this
restraint opens doors to compassionate leadership that values others’ voices.

Reflect on how well you embody this principle today. Are you a leader who
listens earnestly? What barriers might hinder you from prioritizing listening?
Asking God for help to cultivate a listening heart is essential for
strengthening your leadership journey.
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Day 1: () The Heart of a Listening Leader

Reflect and Apply

1. How does being 'quick to listen’ change the way I lead?

2. In what situations do I tend to speak before truly hearing others?

3. How can I guard my heart against frustration or anger when listening?
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Day 1: () The Heart of a Listening Leader

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a recent time you listened deeply to someone. What did you
learn?

2. Write about a leadership situation where better listening could have
improved the outcome.

3. List practical ways to improve your listening skills this week.
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Day 1: () The Heart of a Listening Leader

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to cultivate the heart of a listening leader. Teach me to be quick
to listen and slow to speak, to receive others with patience and grace. Soften
my heart that I may respond not in anger but with understanding and
compassion. May my leadership reflect Your wisdom and care, empowered
by humble ears and a willing spirit. Guide me to hear others well and lead

with love. Amen. J\, ) Q @
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Day 2: @ Leading with Compassionate
Understanding
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Day 2: @ Leading with Compassionate Understanding

Your Verse

Philippians 2:4 - "Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also
to the interests of others.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 3:12 - "Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience.”

e Romans 12:15 - "Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who
mourn.”
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Day 2: @ Leading with Compassionate Understanding

Devotional: Compassion: The Heartbeat of Listening
Leadership

A listening leader embraces compassion. Philippians 2:4 reminds us that
leadership involves looking beyond ourselves to genuinely care about others’
needs and concerns. Compassionate understanding flows naturally when we
listen with an open heart, reflecting Christ’s love in every decision.

When leaders prioritize others’ interests with humility and kindness,
relationships strengthen and trust grows. This compassion is not sentimental
but biblical, rooted in patience, gentleness, and practical care as highlighted in
Colossians 3:12.

As leaders, we must learn to rejoice with those experiencing joy and mourn
with those in sorrow (Romans 12:15). Such sensitivity emerges only through
careful listening and a humble spirit. Ask yourself today: Are you leading with
genuine compassion? What steps will you take to better understand and
support those you lead?
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Day 2: @ Leading with Compassionate Understanding

Reflect and Apply

1. How can I balance my needs with the needs of those I lead?

2. In what ways can I show compassion more effectively through listening?

3. How does empathizing with others’ experiences shape my leadership?
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Day 2: @ Leading with Compassionate Understanding

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time when someone showed you compassionate understanding.
How did it impact you?

2. Identify areas in your leadership where practicing more empathy could
help.

3. Write a prayer asking God to grow your compassion toward others.
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Day 2: @ Leading with Compassionate Understanding

Prayer for Today

Father, teach me to lead with compassionate understanding. Help me to
recognize the needs and feelings of others, looking beyond myself. Cultivate
in me kindness, patience, and humility, so my leadership reflects Your love.
May my ears be open and my heart tender toward those I serve, that  might
lead with genuine care and empathy. Amen. @ () /\ /&
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Day 3: & Wisdom Through Silent Reflection
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Day 3: & Wisdom Through Silent Reflection

Your Verse

Proverbs 1:5 - "Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the
discerning get guidance.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Ecclesiastes 3:7 - A time to be silent and a time to speak,”
e Psalm 46:10 - "Be still, and know that I am God:”
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Day 3: & Wisdom Through Silent Reflection

Devotional: The Power of Silent Listening and
Reflection

Wise leaders listen and reflect before acting. Proverbs 1:5 highlights that
wisdom is grown through listening and continual learning. Leadership is not
reactive but thoughtful, discerning when to speak and when to be silent.

Ecclesiastes 3:7 teaches that timing is crucial—there is a right time for silence
and for speech. Psalm 46:10 reminds us to be still and recognize God’s
authority, grounding our leadership in His presence.

Listening well requires quieting our minds and hearts to receive guidance.
When we pause to reflect silently, we create space to hear God’s voice clearly
and understand those we lead more deeply. Consider how embracing silence
and reflection could transform your leadership today.
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Day 3: & Wisdom Through Silent Reflection

Reflect and Apply

1. How often do I pause to reflect before responding in leadership
situations?

2. What can silence teach me about God and those I lead?

3. In what ways does stillness help me discern God’s guidance?
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Day 3: & Wisdom Through Silent Reflection

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a moment when silent reflection brought clarity in a leadership
decision.

2. List distractions you need to remove to improve your listening and
reflection.

3. Write about how you can incorporate more quiet time into your
leadership routine.
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Day 3: & Wisdom Through Silent Reflection

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to value silence and reflection as a leader. Teach me to listen
with intention and to pause before speaking. May I be still and know that You
are God, finding wisdom in Your presence. Let my leadership be guided by
discernment and calm, rooted in Your truth. Amen. & () €3]
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Day 4: <@ Servant Leadership in Action
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Day 4: < Servant Leadership in Action

Your Verse

Mark 10:44-45 - "Whoever wants to be first must be slave of all... The Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 13:14 - "Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also should wash one another's feet.”

e Philippians 2:3 - "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but
in humility consider others better than yourselves.”
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Day 4: < Servant Leadership in Action

Devotional: Serving Others Through Humble
Leadership

True leadership is service. Jesus teaches in Mark 10 that those who desire
greatness must be servants. Listening humbly leads to serving the needs of
others sacrificially, modeling Christ’s example.

John 13 powerfully shows Jesus washing His disciples’ feet—an act of humble
service requiring attentiveness to their immediate needs. Servant leaders
listen carefully to know how best to support and uplift those they lead.

Philippians 2 urges us to act with humility, valuing others above ourselves.
Leadership fueled by listening and humility strips away selfish ambition and
fosters unity and growth. Reflect on ways your leadership can be more
servant-hearted by listening well and acting with care.
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Day 4: < Servant Leadership in Action

Reflect and Apply

1. How does serving others reshape my understanding of leadership?

2. What opportunities do I have to serve those I lead?

3. How does humble listening guide me toward acts of service?
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Day 4: < Servant Leadership in Action

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you served others through attentive listening.

2. List specific ways you can serve your team or community this week.

3. Reflect on any pride or selfishness that hinders your servant leadership.
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Day 4: < Servant Leadership in Action

Prayer for Today

Jesus, teach me to lead by serving. Help me to listen carefully to those I lead
and to respond with humility and love. Let me follow Your example of selfless
service, putting others’ needs above my own. May my leadership reflect Your
heart and bring glory to Your name. Amen. &0 ® @ J\
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Day 5: Q Seeking God’s Guidance Together
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Day 5: Q Seeking God’s Guidance Together

Your Verse

Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your

own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your
paths straight.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 4:8 - "Come near to God and he will come near to you.”
e Psalm 25:4-5 - "Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths.”
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Day 5: Q Seeking God’s Guidance Together

Devotional: Trusting God Together in Leadership

Leadership rooted in listening also seeks God’s direction as a community.
Proverbs 3:5-6 encourages us to trust fully in God and submit our ways to
Him for guidance. When leaders listen to God and to one another, their paths
become clear and straight.

James 4 invites us to draw near to God—a personal and corporate call to align
hearts with His will. Psalm 25 beautifully expresses a leader’s prayer for
direction and teaching from God.

Asyou lead, consider how including God and your community in decision-
making enriches your leadership. Listening to God’s voice and authentic
input from others produces wise, God-honoring leadership. How are you
fostering a culture of shared seeking and listening?
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Day 5: Q Seeking God’s Guidance Together

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I balance God’s guidance with the input of others in leadership
decisions?

2. In what ways can I invite God’s presence more fully into my leadership
role?

3. How does listening to the community deepen trust and unity?
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Day 5: Q Seeking God’s Guidance Together

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God’s guidance was evident when you sought counsel
and prayed.

2. List ways you can encourage collective listening and seeking God’s will.

3. Pray and journal your commitment to trust God above your
understanding.
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Day 5: Q Seeking God’s Guidance Together

Prayer for Today

Lord, I submit my leadership to You. Help me to trust You fully and to listen
carefully for Your guidance. Draw me and those I lead closer to You, so we
walk the path You set. Teach us Your ways and make our decisions reflect
Your wisdom and love. May our leadership bring honor to Your name. Amen.
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Day 6: 3 Growing Through Feedback and
Correction
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Day 6: 37 Growing Through Feedback and Correction
Your Verse

Proverbs 12:1 - "Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but whoever
hates correction is stupid.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Hebrews 12:11 - "No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.
Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace.”

2 Timothy 3:16 - "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.”
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Day 6: 37 Growing Through Feedback and Correction

Devotional: Embracing Correction to Grow Stronger

Listening well includes accepting feedback, even when it challenges us.
Proverbs 12:1 highlights the wisdom in loving discipline and correction as
part of growth. Leaders who embrace correction demonstrate humility and a
desire to improve for the good of those they lead.

Hebrews 12 reminds us that discipline can be difficult but ultimately
produces fruitfulness. Scripture itself guides us in receiving teaching and
correction that shapes righteousness and peace.

Being open to feedback requires putting aside pride and truly listening—even
when it’s uncomfortable. How willing are you to receive correction? What
steps can you take to foster a culture of honest, loving feedback in your
leadership environments?
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Day 6: 37 Growing Through Feedback and Correction

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I respond when receiving feedback or correction?

2. What fears or barriers keep me from listening openly to critique?

3. How can I create a safe space for others to offer constructive feedback?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]{}t Leadership Rooted in Humble Listening Page 38 of 45

Day 6: 37 Growing Through Feedback and Correction

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time feedback helped you grow as a leader.

2. List practical ways to respond with grace when corrected.

3. Pray for a humble heart that welcomes growth and discipline.
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Day 6: 37 Growing Through Feedback and Correction

Prayer for Today

God, grant me humility to accept correction. Teach me to listen with an open
heart and learn from discipline. May I grow wiser and stronger through Your

instruction, reflecting Your righteousness in my leadership. Help me to foster
environments of grace, where feedback leads to growth and peace. Amen. []
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Day 7: %> Reflecting Christ in Leadership
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Day 7: %> Reflecting Christ in Leadership

Your Verse

1 Peter 5:2-3 - "Be shepherds of God's flock... not lording it over those
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 20:26 - "Whoever wants to become great among you must be
your servant,”
e Galatians 5:22-23 - "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,

forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selt-
control.”
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Day 7: %> Reflecting Christ in Leadership

Devotional: Leading as a Christlike Shepherd

Leadership is ultimately a reflection of Christ’s character. Peter calls leaders to
shepherd with humility and to be examples rather than authoritarian rulers.
Listening humbly aligns us with Jesus’ servant leadership.

Matthew 20 reiterates the call to greatness through service, a leadership
marked by gentleness, kindness, and faithfulness—the fruits of the Spirit
found in Galatians 5. These qualities are cultivated through listening humbly
to God and others.

As you conclude this study, consider how the power of humble ears enables
you to embody Christ’s leadership qualities. Let your leadership be a shining
example to those you serve, leading with love, patience, and humility.
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Day 7: %> Reflecting Christ in Leadership

Reflect and Apply

1. How does listening humble me to lead like Christ?

2. What fruit of the Spirit is most evident in my leadership?

3. How can I become a greater example through servant-hearted listening?
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Day 7: %> Reflecting Christ in Leadership

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on ways your leadership mirrors Jesus’ example.

2. Write about the leadership qualities you want to grow through humble
listening.

3. Pray for the Spirit’s fruit to be evident in your leadership always.
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Day 7: %> Reflecting Christ in Leadership

Prayer for Today

Jesus, help me to lead as You did—as a humble shepherd and servant. May my
ears be attentive and my heart gentle, reflecting Your love and patience. Fill
me with Your Spirit that my leadership bears the fruit of kindness,
faithfulness, and self-control. Let me be an example to those I lead, pointing
them always toward You. Amen. 3% () [ii] J\
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