Leading Through Church
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N
Equip men in pastoral and ministry leadership to

navigate church conflict with biblical wisdom,

seeking peace, unity, and restoration through God’s
Word.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 21-day Bible study plan on leading through church conflict
with grace. Navigating conflict within the church is challenging yet essential
for every man called to lead God's people. Whether you're a pastor, elder, or
ministry leader, this journey will equip you to handle disagreements and
tension with the heart and mind of Christ.

Church conflict arises not from a desire to divide but often from human
brokenness and differing perspectives. However, Scripture reminds us that
peace and unity are the marks of Christ's body (Ephesians 4:3). Through this
study, you will explore what it means to lead through conflict with humility,
patience, and wisdom grounded in God’s Word.

Each day's devotional focuses on practical, biblical principles men in
leadership can apply to foster restoration rather than division. We will delve
into the lives of biblical leaders, explore Jesus’ teaching on reconciliation, and
examine the fruit of the Spirit as the foundation for restoring unity. Expect
scripture-rich reflections, probing questions, and prayerful journaling
prompts designed to transform your heart and leadership style.

Prepare to be challenged, encouraged, and equipped to handle the hard
conversations and relational tensions that arise in ministry with grace and
courage. Let us seek God’s guidance daily, remembering that true strength is
found in surrendering to the Holy Spirit’s power to unify His church.
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Walk this path trusting that God's Word provides a timeless blueprint for
peace and restoration. (83) (]
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Day 1: €) Foundations of Peace in Leadership
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Day 1: § Foundations of Peace in Leadership

Your Verse

Matthew 5:9 - "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children
of God.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 12:18 - "If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone.”

o James 3:18 - "Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of
righteousness.”
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Day 1: § Foundations of Peace in Leadership

Devotional: Embracing the Role of Peacemaker

Conflict is inevitable, but how we respond to it defines our leadership. Jesus
calls us to be peacemakers; this is not a passive role but an active, powerful
ministry. Being a peacemaker means intentionally seeking reconciliation and
harmony, even when tensions run high within the church community.

As leaders, men must first cultivate peace within their own hearts and minds.
This internal peace enables us to approach conflict without defensiveness or
anger. Paul reminds us in Romans 12:18 to do all we can to live peaceably. This
sets the tone for the entire church body.

Embracing this calling means prioritizing relationships above agendas and
striving to reflect Christ’s love in every conversation. Our aim is unity built on
truth, not superficial agreement.
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Day 1: § Foundations of Peace in Leadership

Reflect and Apply

1. What does being a peacemaker look like in your current ministry
context?

2. How do you personally manage feelings of frustration or anger during
conflict?

3. In what ways can you pursue peace without compromising biblical truth?
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Day 1: § Foundations of Peace in Leadership

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a recent conflict and how you responded. What might you do
differently as a peacemaker?

2. Reflect on areas in your heart that need God’s peace.

3. List practical steps you can take this week to promote peace in your
ministry.
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Day 1: § Foundations of Peace in Leadership

Prayer for Today

Lord, I ask for Your grace to become a true peacemaker within the church.
Help me cultivate peace in my heart and lead with humility and love. Guide
my words and actions so that I may reflect Your unity and bring healing
where there is division. Strengthen me to persevere, trusting Your Spirit to
restore relationships and build Your Kingdom. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, ¢

=
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Day 2: [ 7 Listening Before Leading
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Day 2: [ T Listening Before Leading

Your Verse

James 1:19 - "Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 18:13 - "To answer before listening— that is folly and shame.”
o Ecclesiastes 3:7 (NIV) - "A time to be silent and a time to speak.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Leading Through Church Conflict with Grace Page 14 0f 131

Day 2: [ T Listening Before Leading

Devotional: The Power of Listening in Conflict

Listening is one of the most overlooked leadership tools in church conflict.
James instructs believers to be quick to listen and slow to speak, especially
important for men in positions of authority. When we listen well, we model
Christ’s humility and open the door for meaningful reconciliation.

Often conflict escalates because people feel unheard or misunderstood.
Leaders who take time to listen fully demonstrate respect and invite honesty:.
Proverbs warns of the folly in responding before understanding, reinforcing
that effective leadership requires patience.

Listening doesn’t mean agreement but shows a commitment to relationship
and truth. It also provides perspective, equipping leaders to respond wisely
rather than react impulsively.
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Day 2: [ T Listening Before Leading

Reflect and Apply

1. Do you usually listen to understand or prepare a response?

2. How can you cultivate an environment where people feel safe to express
concerns?

3. What obstacles prevent you from being slow to speak in conflict?
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Day 2: [ T Listening Before Leading

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time you felt unheard in conflict. How might better listening have
changed the outcome?

2. Journal ways you can develop better listening habits this week.

3. Consider how you currently balance speaking and silence when tensions
rise.
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Day 2: [ T Listening Before Leading

Prayer for Today

God, teach me to listen as You listen—with patience, love, and attention. Help
me to put aside my defenses and truly hear those around me, especially in
difficult conversations. Soften my heart and control my tongue so that I may
lead with wisdom and grace. May Your Spirit guide all dialogue toward peace
and understanding. In Jesus’ name. Amen. J\ () ©J
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Day 3: 88 Leading with Humility
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Day 3: 8B Leading with Humility
Your Verse

Philippians 2:3 - "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather,
in humility value others above yourselves.”

Supporting Scriptures

o 1Peter 5:5 - "All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one
another.”

 Proverbs 3:34 - "He mocks proud mockers but shows favor to the humble
and oppressed.”
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Day 3: 8B Leading with Humility
Devotional: Humility as the Heart of Leadership

Leadership in conflict demands humility. True strength is not asserted
through power or dominance but expressed in valuing others above
ourselves. Paul’s letter to the Philippians challenges leaders to reject selfish
ambition and prioritize unity instead.

Humility opens the door for grace and reconciliation. It enables men to admit
mistakes, seek forgiveness, and willingly bear one another’s burdens. In
times of conflict, a humble spirit de-escalates tension and invites mutual
respect.

Peter exhorts us to clothe ourselves in humility, recognizing it as a protective
garment that guards relationships and reflects Christ’s character. Pride
thrives on division; humility fosters connection.
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Day 3: 8B Leading with Humility
Reflect and Apply

1. How does pride influence your handling of church conflict?

2. In what areas do you need to practice greater humility?

3. How can humility improve your relationships with fellow leaders and
congregation members?
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Day 3: 8B Leading with Humility
Journaling Prompts

1. Write honestly about moments when pride affected your leadership
negatively.

2. List ways to practice humility daily in your ministry role.

3. Reflect on how Jesus modeled humility and how that inspires you in
conflict.
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Day 3: 8B Leading with Humility

Prayer for Today

Father God, strip away any pride that blocks Your work through me. Instill a
humble heart that seeks Your glory above all else. Help me to value others,
admit when I'm wrong, and lead with the grace that You have freely given.
May humility shape every response and decision today. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. J\, Q@ )
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Day 4: ¥J Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit
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Day 4: € Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Your Verse

Galatians 5:22-23 - "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:2 - "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love.”

e Colossians 3:13 - "Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of
you has a grievance against someone.”
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Day 4: €J Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Devotional: Spirit-Filled Leadership in Conflict

Leading through conflict requires more than human effort—it calls for the
Spirit’s empowerment. Paul describes the fruit of the Spirit as the character
traits we are to cultivate. These qualities are essential for men facing the
realities of church tension and disputes.

Love, patience, kindness, and self-control are not optional but vital in
maintaining unity. Bearing with others, forgiving offenses, and showing
gentleness reflect Christ and break down barriers in conflict.

Spirit-filled leadership produces an atmosphere where healing can take place
and opposing views can be reconciled. Without the Spirit’s fruit, leadership
quickly defaults to control, frustration, or hardness.
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Day 4: € Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Reflect and Apply

1. Which fruit of the Spirit do you find most challenging in conflict
situations?

2. How can you invite the Holy Spirit to cultivate these qualities in you daily?

3. How do patience and forgiveness contribute to lasting peace?
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Day 4: € Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on a recent conflict and identify which fruit of the Spirit was
evident or missing.

2. Write a prayer inviting the Holy Spirit to cultivate His fruit in your
leadership.

3. Plan specific ways to demonstrate kindness and gentleness this week.
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Day 4: €J Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, fill me afresh with Your love, patience, and self-control. Help me
bear with others in grace and forgive quickly as You have forgiven me. Teach
me to lead gently, reflecting Christ’s heart in every conflict. May Your fruit
grow abundantly in me, bringing peace and restoration. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. J\, @
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Day 5: [ ] Handling Conflict Biblically

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]{}t Leading Through Church Conflict with Grace Page 310f 131

Day 5: [_] Handling Conflict Biblically
Your Verse

Matthew 18:15 - "If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just
between the two of you.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 6:1 - "Restore gently.. But watch yourselves, or you also may be
tempted.”

 Proverbs 15:1 - A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs
up anger.”
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Day 5: [] Handling Conflict Biblically

Devotional: God’s Guidelines for Restoration

Jesus provides a clear, step-by-step approach for resolving conflict within the
church. Addressing sin or disagreement by going directly and privately to the
person honors both truth and relationship.

Gentle restoration, as Paul urges, requires wisdom, humility, and patience. It
is a process that aims not to condemn but to heal.

Proverbs reminds us that the manner of our communication affects
outcomes significantly. A gentle answer can defuse tension and invite
openness, while harsh words deepen wounds.

Men called to lead must commit to these biblical standards, practicing
confrontation and restoration with grace rather than avoidance or harshness.
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Day 5: [] Handling Conflict Biblically

Reflect and Apply

1. How comfortable are you initiating private conversations to address
conflict?

2. What fears or obstacles prevent you from following Jesus’ biblical steps?

3. How can gentleness change the dynamic of a tense situation you face
now?
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Day 5: [] Handling Conflict Biblically

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a conflict you handled well or poorly. What biblical principles were
or weren't followed?

2. Write out Jesus’ conflict resolution steps and reflect on applying them this
week.

3. List gentle phrases to use when confronting someone in love.
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Day 5: [] Handling Conflict Biblically

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, teach me to follow Your example in addressing conflict with love
and truth. Help me to confront with gentleness and seek restoration above all.
Give me the courage to initiate difficult conversations and the wisdom to walk
in Your ways. May my leadership bring healing and unity. Amen. J)\, %> (-
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Day 6: ) Wisdom in Uncertain Times
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Day 6: () Wisdom in Uncertain Times

Your Verse

James 1:5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 2:6 - "For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding.”

o Ecclesiastes 7:5 - "It is better to heed the rebuke of a wise person than to
listen to the song of fools.”
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Day 6: () Wisdom in Uncertain Times

Devotional: Seeking Divine Wisdom in Conflict

Leadership in conflict often presents complex challenges without easy
answers. The good news is that God generously provides wisdom to those
who ask.

Men in pastoral roles must not rely solely on personal insight but
continuously seek God’s guidance in prayer and Scripture. Wisdom guards
against impulsivity and pride and leads to peaceable decisions.

The book of Proverbs highlights the importance of valuing wise counsel,
even when it involves correction. Embracing wisdom allows leaders to
navigate uncertainty with confidence rooted in God’s truth.
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Day 6: () Wisdom in Uncertain Times

Reflect and Apply

1. How often do you seek God’s wisdom before making conflict decisions?

2. Are you open to counsel even when it challenges your perspective?

3. What steps can you take to incorporate prayerful wisdom into your
leadership regularly?
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Day 6: () Wisdom in Uncertain Times

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time your own wisdom fell short in conflict and how God
intervened.

2. Journal prayers asking for discernment in current ministry challenges.

3. List trusted advisors you can consult when facing difficult situations.
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Day 6: () Wisdom in Uncertain Times

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, | humbly ask for Your wisdom in every decision I face in
conflict. Help me listen carefully and respond thoughtfully, relying on Your
guidance above my own understanding. Surround me with wise counsel and
guard my heart from pride. Lead me into Your peace and purpose. Amen. /J\,

O
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Day 7: & Speaking Truth in Love
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Day 7: & Speaking Truth in Love

Your Verse

Ephesians 4:15 - "Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become
in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 27-6 - "Wounds from a friend can be trusted.”

o Colossians 4:6 - "Let your conversation be always tull of grace, seasoned
with salt.”
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Day 7: & Speaking Truth in Love

Devotional: Balancing Honesty and Compassion

Leading through conflict requires bold honesty paired with deep compassion.
Paul urges believers to speak the truth in love, a delicate but vital balance.

Speaking truth without love risks alienation and defensiveness. Conversely,
love without truth can lead to compromise or avoidance of serious issues.

Proverbs reminds us that faithful friends offer trusted correction, even when
painful. Our goal as leaders is to foster growth and healing through gracious
communication.

Jesus exemplified this balance perfectly, confronting sin with courage yet
always desiring restoration.
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Day 7: & Speaking Truth in Love

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you practice speaking truth with love in your current leadership?

2. What fears surface when you consider confronting difficult issues?

3. How can you cultivate grace-filled conversations during church conflict?
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Day 7: & Speaking Truth in Love

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify a conversation where you spoke truth well or poorly. What would
you change?

2. Write a letter to yourself on speaking with courage and kindness.

3. Plan a gentle but honest conversation you need to have soon.
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Day 7: & Speaking Truth in Love

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, teach me to speak honestly and lovingly, reflecting Your heart to
those I lead. Help me balance courage with grace, so that my words build up
rather than tear down. Give me strength to address hard truths with
tenderness and faithfulness. Amen. J\, & @
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Day 8: §8 Building Unity in Diversity
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Day 8: £ Building Unity in Diversity
Your Verse

1 Corinthians 12:12 - "Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its
many parts form one body; so it is with Christ.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:3 - "Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through
the bond of peace.”

e Romans 14:19 - "Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to
peace and to mutual edification.”
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Day 8: £ Building Unity in Diversity

Devotional: Embracing Ditferences, Pursuing Unity

The church is made up of diverse individuals united in Christ. Paul uses the
metaphor of the body to describe how varied parts work together
harmoniously.

Conflict sometimes arises from differences in opinion, personality, or culture.
Leaders must actively pursue unity without forcing uniformity.

Effort is required to build bonds of peace that respect and celebrate diversity.
Romans encourages us to prioritize peace and mutual encouragement,
leading to a rich, unified community that honors Christ.

Men in leadership must steward this unity wisely, remembering we serve one
body under one Head.
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Day 8: £ Building Unity in Diversity

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you respond to differences within your church or ministry team?

2. What steps can you take to promote peace while honoring diverse
perspectives?

3. How might you encourage mutual edification amid disagreements?
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Day 8: £ Building Unity in Diversity

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on a conflict rooted in diversity. How was unity or division
fostered?

2. List strengths that different individuals bring to your church’s body:.

3. Write about ways you can build unity this week despite differences.
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Day 8: £ Building Unity in Diversity

Prayer for Today

God of all unity, thank You for the gift of diverse members in Your church.
Help me to steward this diversity with grace, pursuing unity with
intentionality. Teach me to value differing voices and foster peace that binds
us tightly as one body under Christ. Guide my leadership to build bridges, not

walls. Amen. J\, <O @
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Day 9: 2] Practicing Forgiveness Daily
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Day 9: [#] Practicing Forgiveness Daily
Your Verse

Colossians 3:13 - "Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you
has a grievance against someone.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 6:14 - "If you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you.”

 Ephesians 4:32 - "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
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Day 9: [#] Practicing Forgiveness Daily

Devotional: The Freedom of Forgiveness

Forgiveness is critical in resolving church conflict and maintaining unity. It
frees both the offender and the offended from bitterness and allows healing
to begin.

Paul instructs believers to bear with each other and forgive just as God
forgave us in Christ. This daily practice is often difficult but essential for
leaders who seek restoration over retribution.

Jesus links our forgiveness toward others with God’s forgiveness of us,
making it a spiritual priority.

Men leading through conflict must embrace forgiveness as a tool that breaks
chains of resentment and opens the way for renewed fellowship.
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Day 9: [#] Practicing Forgiveness Daily

Reflect and Apply

1. Are there grudges or offenses you find hard to forgive in your ministry?

2. How does understanding God’s forgiveness of you empower you to
forgive others?

3. What practical steps can help you cultivate a forgiving spirit daily?
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Day 9: [#] Practicing Forgiveness Daily

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about someone you need to forgive and what is holding you back.

2. Reflect on a time forgiveness brought peace and healing.

3. List affirmations to remind yourself of God’s forgiveness and grace.
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Day 9: [#] Practicing Forgiveness Daily

Prayer for Today

Merciful Father, thank You for forgiving me fully through Jesus Christ. Help

me extend that same forgiveness to those who have wronged me, freeing my
heart from bitterness. Teach me to forgive daily and lead with a spirit of grace
and compassion. May forgiveness restore and renew relationships. Amen. J\,

\ Al 4

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}]y]{}t Leading Through Church Conflict with Grace Page 60 of 131

Day 10: & Managing Anger Biblically
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Day 10: & Managing Anger Biblically
Your Verse

Ephesians 4:26 - "Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your
anger.”

Supporting Scriptures

» Proverbs 15:18 - A hot-tempered person stirs up conflict, but the one
who is patient calms a quarrel.”

e James 1:20 - "Human anger does not produce the righteousness that God
desires.”
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Day 10: & Managing Anger Biblically

Devotional: Controlling Anger for Peaceful Leadership

Anger itself is not sinful, but it must be managed wisely. Apostle Paul urges us
not to sin in anger and to resolve it quickly to prevent damage.

Uncontrolled anger breeds conflict and harms relationships, but patience and
self-control can calm tensions and promote peace.

James reminds us that anger driven by human passions leads away from
God’s righteousness. Men in leadership must model emotional maturity by
responding to provocation with measured wisdom.

Prayerfully managing anger is essential to maintaining unity and fostering an
environment where grace flows freely.
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Day 10: & Managing Anger Biblically

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you typically express or suppress anger in ministry conflicts?

2. What triggers anger in you, and how can you anticipate and manage
these moments?

3. How might handling anger rightly influence others around you?
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Day 10: & Managing Anger Biblically

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time when anger hurt your leadership; how would you handle it
now?

2. Create a personal plan for managing anger in stressful situations.

3. Write a prayer asking God to help you control your temper.
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Day 10: & Managing Anger Biblically

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to manage my anger in ways that honor You. Help me to
respond patiently and build peace rather than stoke division. Guard my heart
from bitterness and impulsiveness. Fill me with Your Spirit’s self-control and
calm. May my leadership reflect maturity and grace. Amen. J\, §§
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Day 11: < Restoring Broken Relationships
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Day 11:  Restoring Broken Relationships

Your Verse

2 Corinthians 5:18 - "All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 5:23-24 - "First go and be reconciled to them; then come and
offer your gift.”

e Romans 12:20-21 - "If your enemy is hungry; feed him; if he is thirsty,
give him something to drink.”
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Day 11:  Restoring Broken Relationships

Devotional: Called to Reconcile and Restore

As leaders, we are entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation. Christ
reconciled us to God and commands us to seek restoration with others.

Rebuilding broken relationships takes courage, humility, and action. Jesus
emphasizes prioritizing reconciliation even before worship, highlighting its
importance.

Responding to adversaries with kindness rather than retaliation exemplifies
kingdom leadership. This transforms enemies into brothers and helps restore
peace.

Men leading through conflict must actively pursue restoration as both a
privilege and responsibility.
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Day 11:  Restoring Broken Relationships

Reflect and Apply

1. Are there relationships in your ministry that need intentional
reconciliation?

2. What fears or barriers stand in the way of pursuing restoration?

3. How can you embody the ministry of reconciliation in your leadership
role?
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Day 11:  Restoring Broken Relationships

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify a broken relationship and write steps to seek restoration.

2. Reflect on how Christ restored your relationship with God and how that
inspires you.

3. Write a prayer asking God for courage to pursue peace.
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Day 11:  Restoring Broken Relationships

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for reconciling me to Yourself. Empower me to be an
instrument of reconciliation in my ministry. Give me courage to reach out to
those who are estranged, humility to seek forgiveness, and love to restore
relationships. May Your peace reign through me. Amen. J\, @ <
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Day 12: (- Navigating Difficult
Conversations
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Day 12: (-] Navigating Difficult Conversations

Your Verse

Proverbs 25:11 - A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of
silver.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 4:6 - "Let your conversation be always tull of grace, seasoned
with salt.”

e Psalm 34:13 - "Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from telling lies.”
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Day 12: (-] Navigating Difficult Conversations

Devotional: Speaking with Wisdom and Grace

Engaging in difficult conversations is unavoidable in leadership, but the way
we speak can heal or harm. Proverbs praises words spoken at the right time
as precious and beautiful.

Paul exhorts leaders to be gracious and wise, ensuring conversations build up
rather than tear down.

Guarding our words from deceit or harshness maintains trust and fosters
unity. Men must earnestly pursue speech that reflects Christ’s truth and love.

Prayerful preparation and listening help navigate tough talks with the Spirit’s
guidance.
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Day 12: (-] Navigating Difficult Conversations

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you prepare yourself for challenging conversations?

2. In what ways can you ensure your speech is gracious and truthful?

3. What role does prayer play before and during difficult talks?
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Day 12: (-] Navigating Difficult Conversations

Journaling Prompts

1. Think about a conversation that went well or poorly. What did you learn
about your communication?

2. Write down encouraging phrases to use during challenging discussions.

3. List ways to seek God’s help for wisdom in your speech.
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Day 12: (-] Navigating Difficult Conversations

Prayer for Today

Father, guide my tongue to speak words that heal, encourage, and reflect Your
truth. Help me to listen as much as I speak, and to respond with grace even
when emotions run high. May my conversations glorify You and promote

unity. Amen. J\, () @8
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Day 13: {2} Leading by Example
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Day 13: £23 Leading by Example
Your Verse

1 Timothy 4:12 - "Set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in
love, in faith and in purity.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 3:17 - "Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.”
o Titus 2:7 - "In everything set them an example by doing what is good.”
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Day 13: £23 Leading by Example
Devotional: Influencing Through Godly Conduct

Leaders influence not only by words but especially by their example. Paul
encourages Timothy to demonstrate godly character in all areas of life,
becoming a model for others.

Men leading through conflict must embody the virtues they teach: love, faith,
patience, and purity.

Consistency in conduct builds trust and inspires confidence in leadership
decisions. Walking the walk creates a safe space where others can follow into
peace and unity:.

Reflecting Christ in word and deed is the highest calling of ministry
leadership.
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Day 13: {3 Leading by Example
Reflect and Apply

1. What examples are you currently setting for those you lead?

2. How can you improve your conduct to better reflect Christ amid conflict?

3. Who are positive role models you can learn from in leadership?
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Day 13: {3 Leading by Example
Journaling Prompts

1. List behaviors you want to cultivate as a leading example.

2. Write about how your actions influence your ministry team and
congregation.

3. Reflect on how Jesus modeled leadership and how you can imitate Him.
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Day 13: {3 Leading by Example

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me to lead by example in all I do and say. Let my lifebe a
reflection of Your love, faith, and purity. Inspire those Ilead by my godly
conduct, especially in challenging times. May I imitate You faithfully. Amen.

A®D %
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Day 14: 9|8 Patience in the Process
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Day 14: 9 Patience in the Process

Your Verse

Ecclesiastes 7:8 - "The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and
patience is better than pride.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

 James 5:8 - "Be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is
near.”
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Day 14: 9 Patience in the Process

Devotional: Endurance and Patience in Leadership

Church conflict resolution is often a lengthy and trying process. Ecclesiastes
values patience over pride and cautions against impatience and frustration.

Paul encourages perseverance in doing good, reminding leaders that lasting
fruit comes over time.

Patience requires endurance and trust in God’s timing rather than rushing to
quick fixes that may fall short.

Men must model sustained faithfulness and gentleness as they navigate
setbacks and prolonged tensions.
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Day 14: 9 Patience in the Process

Reflect and Apply

1. Are you tempted to rush resolutions or avoid prolonged discomfort?

2. How can patience shape your approach to ongoing conflicts?

3. What does endurance look like in your current leadership challenges?
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Day 14: 9 Patience in the Process

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on the longest conflict you've experienced and the lessons
learned.

2. Write affirmations to encourage patience during hard ministry seasons.

3. List ways to maintain hope and faith when outcomes seem delayed.
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Day 14: 9 Patience in the Process

Prayer for Today

God, grant me patience and endurance to steward conflicts wisely over time.
Help me resist pride and quick fixes, trusting Your perfect timing. Sustain my
heart and strengthen my faith as I lead with grace through challenges. Amen.

ABA
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Day 15: ¢rp Serving with a Servant’s Heart
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Day 15: ¢r» Serving with a Servant’s Heart

Your Verse

Mark 10:44-45 - "Whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 2:5 - "In your relationships with one another, have the same
mindset as Christ Jesus.”

e John 13:14-15 - "Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also should wash one another s feet.”
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Day 15: ¢r» Serving with a Servant’s Heart

Devotional: Humility Expressed Through Service

Christ’s leadership was marked by selfless service rather than position or
power. He taught that true greatness comes from serving others.

Men navigating church conflict must adopt this servant mindset—putting
others’ needs above personal preferences or ambitions.

Foot washing symbolizes humility and care, reminding leaders that ministry
is about sacrifice, love, and building others up.

Service fosters unity by demonstrating that leadership exists for the good of
the community, not personal gain.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Leading Through Church Conflict with Grace Page 93 of 131

Day 15: ¢r» Serving with a Servant’s Heart

Reflect and Apply

1. How does embracing a servant’s heart change your approach to
leadership?

2. In what ways can serving others de-escalate conflict?

3. Are there areas where pride blocks you from serving humbly?
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Day 15: ¢r» Serving with a Servant’s Heart

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about recent opportunities you had to serve others in ministry.

2. List ways to cultivate a more servant-oriented leadership style.

3. Reflect on Jesus’ example of servanthood and how it challenges you.
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Day 15: ¢r» Serving with a Servant’s Heart

Prayer for Today

Jesus, thank You for washing the disciples’ feet and showing me true
leadership. Help me to serve others selflessly, even in difficult times. Remove
pride and empower me to lead through humility and love. Use me to build
Your church with a servant’s heart. Amen. J\ ¢p @

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}]y]{}t Leading Through Church Conflict with Grace Page 96 of 131

Day 16: (% Guarding Your Heart and Mind
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Day 16: (% Guarding Your Heart and Mind

Your Verse

Philippians 4:7 - "And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 4:23 - "Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do
flows from it.”

o Isaiah 26:3 - "You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are
steadlfast, because they trust in you.”
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Day 16: (% Guarding Your Heart and Mind

Devotional: Protecting Inner Peace Amid Conflict

Leadership in conflict can expose men to stress, discouragement, and
spiritual attack. Paul encourages guarding our hearts and minds by resting in
God’s transcendent peace.

The heart is the wellspring of life, and protecting it preserves the integrity and
wisdom needed for godly leadership.

Focusing thoughts on God, His promises, and truth creates a shield that
stabilizes emotions and decisions.

By cultivating spiritual peace daily, leaders prevent negative influences from
taking root and ensure clarity in the midst of church challenges.
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Day 16: (% Guarding Your Heart and Mind

Reflect and Apply

1. What threats to your peace do you face regularly in ministry?

2. How do you intentionally guard your heart and mind?

3. What spiritual practices help you remain steadfast and peaceful?
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Day 16: (% Guarding Your Heart and Mind

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify sources of stress or negativity and plan ways to protect your
heart.

2. Wrrite out scriptures that bring you peace and meditate on them.

3. Reflect on how peace influences your leadership responses.
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Day 16: (% Guarding Your Heart and Mind

Prayer for Today

Father, guard my heart and mind with Your perfect peace. Help me fix my
thoughts on You, trusting in Your protection and love. Shield me from
discouragement, distraction, and fear. Let Your peace rule in my leadership
and relationships today. Amen. J\, © ©

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}]y]{}t Leading Through Church Conflict with Grace Page 102 of 131

Day 17: &3) Demonstrating Grace in
Judgment
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Day 17: (£) Demonstrating Grace in Judgment

Your Verse

James 4:11-12 - "Do not speak against one another... there is only one
Lawgiver and Judge.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 7:1-2 - "Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”
 Romans 14:10 - "Why do you judge your brother or sister?”
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Day 17: (8) Demonstrating Grace in Judgment

Devotional: Extending Grace, Resisting Judgment

Leaders must balance accountability with grace, avoiding harsh judgment of
others. James warns against speaking ill or condemning fellow believers,
reminding us that God alone is the ultimate judge.

Jesus teaches us to refrain from harsh judgments lest we face the same.

In conflict, men should approach issues with humility, understanding, and
grace, fostering an environment that allows growth rather than
condemnation.

Extending grace mitigates division; harsh judgment fuels it.
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Day 17: (8) Demonstrating Grace in Judgment

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you balance confronting sin with showing grace?
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2. Are you quick to judge or slow to forgive in conflict?

3. How can trust in God’s judgment free you from harshness?
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Day 17: (8) Demonstrating Grace in Judgment

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you judged too quickly and the impact it had.

2. Reflect on God’s grace toward you and how it shapes your judgment of
others.

3. List ways to cultivate a more gracious response in conflict situations.
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Day 17: (8) Demonstrating Grace in Judgment

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to extend Your grace to others and resist the temptation to
judge harshly. Teach me humility and compassion, especially when leading
through conflict. Remind me that You alone are the judge, and may Your
mercy flow through me. Amen. J\, @ 88
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Day 18: A Walking in Integrity
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Day 18: A Walking in Integrity
Your Verse

Psalm 25:21 - "May integrity and uprightness protect me, because my hope,
Lord, is in you.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 10:9 - "Whoever walks in integrity walks securely.”

e 2 Corinthians 8:21 - "We are careful to do what is right, not only in the
eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man.”
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Day 18: A Walking in Integrity
Devotional: Standing Firm in Character

Integrity is the bedrock of trustworthy leadership. Men who lead through
conflict must guard their character, ensuring actions align with God’s
righteousness.

Walking securely in integrity fosters respect and confidence from the church
body and honors God.

Paul emphasizes that we are accountable not just to God but also before
others, underscoring transparency and uprightness.

Consistent integrity is a powerful witness and creates a stable foundation
from which to lead through challenging situations.
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Day 18: A Walking in Integrity
Reflect and Apply

1. Where is your integrity being tested in ministry currently?
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2. Do your actions reflect your words consistently?

3. How does integrity influence your effectiveness as a leader?
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Day 18: A Walking in Integrity
Journaling Prompts

1. List areas where you desire greater integrity.

2. Reflect on how God has called you to live transparently and uprightly.

3. Write a commitment statement to pursue integrity in leadership.
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Day 18: A Walking in Integrity

Prayer for Today

God, uphold me in integrity as I lead. Let my actions reflect Your
righteousness always. Protect me from compromise and hypocrisy. May I
walk securely in Your truth and gain the trust of those I serve. Amen. J\, © 1]
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Day 19: %> Renewing Strength in the Lord
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Day 19: ¥> Renewing Strength in the Lord

Your Verse

Isaiah 40:31 - "But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 46:1 - "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble.”

e Nehemiah 8:10 - "The joy of the Lord is your strength.”
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Day 19: ¥> Renewing Strength in the Lord

Devotional: Finding Rest and Renewal

Conflict leadership can be exhausting and draining emotionally, physically,
and spiritually. Isaiah reminds us that hope in the Lord brings renewed
strength.

Leaders must intentionally rest in God’s presence and draw from His power
rather than their limited human resources.

God is our refuge and help, providing the joy and peace necessary to endure
difficult ministry seasons.

Taking time for spiritual renewal equips men to continue leading with
passion and resilience.
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Day 19: ¥> Renewing Strength in the Lord

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you currently find renewal during stressful leadership periods?

2. Do you depend fully on God’s strength or lean on your own abilities?

3. What spiritual practices help you soar on wings like eagles?
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Day 19: %~ Renewing Strength in the Lord

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about moments when God renewed your strength.

2. Reflect on ways to prioritize spiritual rest this week.

3. List scriptural promises that encourage you to trust God.
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Day 19: %~ Renewing Strength in the Lord

Prayer for Today

Lord, renew my strength as Ilead through challenges. Help me to place my
hope fully in You and find refuge in Your presence. Refresh my spirit and fill
me with joy that sustains me. May I soar like an eagle empowered by Your

grace. Amen. J\, "% 4>

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}]y]{}t Leading Through Church Conflict with Grace Page 120 of 131

Day 20: 3 Growing in Grace and Truth
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Day 20: 9 Growing in Grace and Truth

Your Verse

John 1:14 - "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son... tull of grace and truth.”

Supporting Scriptures

2 Timothy 2:15 - "Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly
handles the word of truth.”

e Hebrews 4:12 - "The word of God is alive and active... it judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”
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Day 20: 9 Growing in Grace and Truth

Devotional: Balancing Truth with Grace

Jesus perfectly balances grace and truth, our model in leadership. We reflect
His glory when we combine faithful truth-telling with compassionate grace.

Leaders must ground their decisions and words in God’s Word, accurately
handling Scripture while being tender and patient.

The living Word exposes hearts and guides us in righteousness, enabling
wise, gracious ministry.

Men leading through church conflict need this balance to unify and restore
effectively.
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Day 20: 9 Growing in Grace and Truth

Reflect and Apply

1. How well do you balance truth with grace in your leadership style?

2. Do you regularly study God’s Word to apply it correctly in conflict?

3. How can deeper understanding of Scripture shape your pastoral
approach?
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Day 20: 9 Growing in Grace and Truth

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a situation where grace and truth were balanced well or
poorly.

2. Commit to a plan for deeper Bible study this month.

3. Reflect on how Scripture has challenged or comforted you in leadership.
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Day 20: 9 Growing in Grace and Truth

Prayer for Today

Jesus, help me to lead with both grace and truth, just as You did. Teach me to
handle Your Word with care and apply it with compassion. May my leadership
reflect Your glory and draw Your church closer in unity. Amen. J\,[ 19
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Day 21: S Celebrating Peace and
Restoration
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Day 21: B Celebrating Peace and Restoration
Your Verse

Romans 15:5-6 - "May the God who gives endurance and encouragement
give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had..

so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 133:1 - "THow good and pleasant it is when God's people live
together in unity!”

e John 17:21 - "That all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me
and I am in you.”
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Day 21: B Celebrating Peace and Restoration

Devotional: Rejoicing in the Gift of Unity

The journey of leading through conflict leads to the joyous blessing of
restored unity. Paul prays that believers be given endurance and
encouragement to share Christ’s mindset toward one another.

Unity is both a testimony to the world and a source of strength within the
church.

Celebrating when peace reigns honors God and renews commitment to
maintain harmony.

As men conclude this study, be encouraged to continue leading with grace,
humility, wisdom, and love, glorifying God together.
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Day 21: B Celebrating Peace and Restoration

Reflect and Apply

1. What lessons from this study have shaped your approach to conflict?

2. How will you continue pursuing unity in your leadership?

3. What encouragement do you need to persevere in hard ministry seasons?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Leading Through Church Conflict with Grace Page 130 of 131

Day 21: B Celebrating Peace and Restoration

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a summary of how God has worked in your heart during this study.

2. Identify ongoing areas where you will apply these principles.

3. Record a prayer of thanksgiving for growth and restoration.
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Day 21: B Celebrating Peace and Restoration

Prayer for Today

God of unity, thank You for walking with me through this journey. May Your
Spirit continue to cultivate peace, endurance, and love in my heart and
ministry. Help me lead with Your mindset, glorifying You in all things. May
our church dwell together harmoniously as one body in Christ. Amen. J\, %
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