Lessons from Eli’s
Leadership: A 21-Day
Study on Spiritual
Responsibility

Explore the consequences of poor leadership
through Eli’s story, learning how to safeguard faith
and lead with integrity and godly wisdom.
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Introduction

Welcome to this transformative 21-day Bible study exploring the life and
leadership of Eli, the high priest whose story warns us about the grave
consequences of spiritual neglect and moral failure. In the pages of 1 Samuel,
we encounter a narrative that highlights how poor leadership can lead not
only to personal ruin but also to national loss. Eli, once a respected priest and
judge of Israel, faced the tragic downfall of his family and nation due largely to
his failure to correct his sons’ corrupt ways.

This study invites you to journey deeply into the Scriptures, uncovering rich
lessons on leadership, accountability, and faithfulness to God. As you reflect
on Eli’s life, you will be challenged to consider your own role in leading or
influencing others spiritually. Whether in your family, workplace, church, or
community, the principles here offer practical insights on the importance of
obedience, integrity, and courage.

Each day will guide you through carefully selected Scriptures, thoughtful
devotionals, and poignant questions designed to enable you to internalize
God’s Word and apply it meaningfully. By the end of this study, you will have a
clearer understanding of how to identify the signs of spiritual decline and the
steps needed to restore and protect your personal and communal faith.

Get ready to engage deeply with God’s Word, allowing it to transform your
perspective on leadership and inspire you to cultivate a heart that honors God
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above all. Let's begin this life-impacting journey together, discovering how
vigilance and godly leadership bring lasting spiritual health.
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Day 1: [] The Story of Eli’s Leadership
Begins
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Day 1: [[] The Story of Eli’s Leadership Begins

Your Verse

1Samuel 1:9-18 - Hannah's Prayer and Eli’s Observation

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Samuel 2:12 - "Eli’s sons were wicked men; they had no regard for the
LORD.”

e 1Samuel 3:1 - "The word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions
were not widespread.”
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Day 1: [[] The Story of Eli’s Leadership Begins

Devotional: When Leadership Faces Spiritual Decline

Starting with the roots of Eli’s story, we see a contrast between Hannah’s
faithful prayer and Eli’s role as a spiritual leader amid troubling times. The
narrative paints a picture of a time when God’s voice was seldom heard, and
moral decay was creeping in.

Eli held a significant position of authority, but his leadership was challenged
by the immoral behavior of his sons. Despite knowing about their
wrongdoing, Eli’s response showed a lack of decisive correction, which
foreshadows deeper issues to come.

This opening chapter invites us to reflect on our own spiritual environment:
Are we attentive to God’s voice? Do we confront wrongdoing when we see it?
Or do we risk complacency?God uses faithful prayer like Hannah'’s to bring
hope and renewal, but He also calls leaders to be vigilant, courageous, and
faithful in correction.
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Day 1: [[] The Story of Eli’s Leadership Begins

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you perceive the role of spiritual leadership in your environment?

2. In what ways might complacency affect your faith or those you
influence?

3. What parallels do you see between Hannah's faith and the spiritual
climate today?
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Day 1: [[] The Story of Eli’s Leadership Begins

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when you felt God’s word was rare or distant.

2. What qualities do you think a faithful spiritual leader must have?

3. Reflect on how you respond when confronted with wrongdoing in your
community.
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Day 1: [[] The Story of Eli’s Leadership Begins

Prayer for Today

Father God, we come before You acknowledging the challenges of leadership
and faithfulness in a world that often drifts from Your truth. Help us to be
attentive to Your voice like Hannah and courageous in addressing what is
wrong like You desire. Strengthen our hearts to lead others with integrity and
love. Guard us from complacency and apathy. May our lives reflect Your
holiness and guide others toward You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\,[1()
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Day 2: /\ The Consequences of Ignoring Sin
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Day 2: /\ The Consequences of Ignoring Sin

Your Verse

1Samuel 2:22-25 - Eli Rebukes His Sons

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 29:1 - "Whoever remains stitf-necked after many rebukes will
suddenly be destroyed—without remedy.”

o Hebrews 12:11 - "No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.
Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness.”
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Day 2: /\ The Consequences of Ignoring Sin

Devotional: The Cost of Ignoring Sin’s Warning Signs

Eli’s sons were engaged in corrupt practices, dishonoring God and misusing
their priestly positions. When Eli finally confronted them, his warning
emphasized the certainty of divine judgment for unrepentant sin.

Yet, we see a tragic hesitancy in Eli's leadership. Though he pronounces
judgment, his actions fall short of enforcing consequences. This neglect of
discipline reveals the dangers of ignoring sin within the community or family.

God calls us to lovingly address sin, knowing that discipline is crucial for
spiritual health. Avoiding confrontation can foster ongoing rebellion and
invite destruction. Reflect on where you might be allowing sin to persist out
of fear, comfort, or indecision.
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Day 2: /\ The Consequences of Ignoring Sin

Reflect and Apply

1. How comfortable are you calling out sin when you see it?

2. What fears might prevent you from disciplining or confronting
wrongdoing?

3. In what ways does God’s discipline produce righteousness in your life?
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Day 2: /\ The Consequences of Ignoring Sin

Journaling Prompts

1. Consider a situation where you avoided addressing sin; what were the
consequences?

2. How can you cultivate a heart willing to lovingly rebuke others?

3. Write a prayer asking God for courage to uphold righteousness.
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Day 2: /\ The Consequences of Ignoring Sin

Prayer for Today

Lord, give me the courage to confront sin with love and conviction. Help me
not to ignore wrongs but to know the right words and timing to bring
correction. Teach me to trust Your discipline in my life and to be an agent of
restoration in others. Guard me against fear or complacency that enable
spiritual decline. In Jesus’ name, Amen. [i1] (> @
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Day 3: Q Recognizing the Signs of Spiritual
Decay
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Day 3: Q Recognizing the Signs of Spiritual Decay

Your Verse

1Samuel 3:12-14 - God's Judgment Pronounced on Eli's House

Supporting Scriptures

e Isaiah 5:20 - "Woe to those who call evil good and good evil...”
o Matthew 7:15-16 - "By their fruit you will recognize them...”
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Day 3: Q Recognizing the Signs of Spiritual Decay
Devotional: Spotting the Early Signs of Decline

God reveals through the prophet Samuel that Eli’s family will bear the
consequences of their sins and failures. The spiritual decay manifested in
corruption, disrespect for God's commands, and disregard for holiness
prompted divine judgment.

Spiritual decline often begins quietly, with small compromises and ignored
warnings. Recognizing these signs early is vital. Are there areas in your life or
community where sin is tolerated or excused? Sometimes we redefine wrong
as acceptable or ignore fruitless behavior until it’s too late.

This passage urges vigilance in discerning the spiritual health around us and
the courage to act before consequences become irreversible. Our faithfulness
contributes to communal well-being, and God calls leaders and followers
alike to maintain godly standards.
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Day 3: Q Recognizing the Signs of Spiritual Decay

Reflect and Apply

1. What 'fruits’ in your life indicate spiritual health or decline?

2. How do you respond when you see behaviors that contradict God’s
commands?

3. What steps can you take to prevent spiritual decay in your sphere of
influence?
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Day 3: Q Recognizing the Signs of Spiritual Decay

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify any compromises you've made that need repentance or
correction.

2. Write about the spiritual environment you desire and how to nurture it.

3. Pray for wisdom to recognize and counteract spiritual dangers.
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Day 3: Q Recognizing the Signs of Spiritual Decay

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, open my eyes to see clearly the condition of my heart and
my community. Help me recognize signs of spiritual decline and give me the
resolve to address them faithfully. Protect me from apathy, and fill me with
Your Spirit’s discernment and strength. May I bear fruit that honors You in all
I do. Thank You, Lord. Amen. Y 09 £\
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Day 4: @ The Danger of Complacency
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Day 4: @ The Danger of Complacency

Your Verse

1Samuel 3:13 - God's Rebuke of Eli'’s Inaction

Supporting Scriptures

e Revelation 3:15-16 - "l know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor
hot...”

e James 4:17 - Anyone, then, who knows the good they ought to do and
doesn't do it, sins.”
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Day 4: @ The Danger of Complacency

Devotional: Awakening from Spiritual Complacency

Eli’s failure to restrain his sons despite knowing their sin signals spiritual
complacency. God’s displeasure with this inaction results in a severe
prophetic judgment.

Complacency in faith and leadership is especially dangerous because it allows
sin to thrive unchecked, eroding spiritual foundations. In our own lives, we
must question areas where we've grown comfortable and stopped pursuing
holiness or protecting others.

Complacency is a subtle thief of vitality and integrity. God encourages us to be
passionate and proactive about living rightly and leading others toward Him.
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Day 4: @ The Danger of Complacency

Reflect and Apply

1. Are there areas in your faith journey where complacency has taken root?

2. How can you reignite your passion to follow and serve God actively?

3. What actions can you take to stop complacency in your community or
family?
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Day 4: @ The Danger of Complacency

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time when you overcame complacency and grew spiritually.

2. List specific spiritual disciplines to help avoid complacency:.

3. Pray for renewed zeal and commitment to God’s call.
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Day 4: @ The Danger of Complacency

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, awaken me from any spiritual slumber or complacency. Stir my
heart to fervent love and faithful service. Help me to act boldly in
righteousness, to protect what is holy, and to encourage others toward
obedience. May I never ignore the call to lead with courage and integrity. In
Your name, Amen. { J\, ¥>
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Day 5: <® The Call to Spiritual Accountability
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Day 5: <0 The Call to Spiritual Accountability

Your Verse

1Samuel 2:30 - God's Word Against Eli's House

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 6:1 - "Restore them gently...”
o Proverbs 27:17 - "As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”
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Day 5: <0 The Call to Spiritual Accountability

Devotional: Embracing Godly Accountability

God’s declaration against Eli’s house underscores that spiritual leaders are
accountable not only for their own actions but for those they influence.
Responsibility to uphold holiness extends to restoring the fallen with
gentleness but also firmness.

Accountability is essential to healthy faith communities. It involves lovingly
confronting sin, offering guidance, and encouraging growth. Whether you
lead or follow, you are part of this sacred trust.

Consider how accountability functions in your relationships. Are you open to
correction, and do you participate in lovingly guiding others?
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Day 5: <0 The Call to Spiritual Accountability

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you respond to correction or encouragement from others?

2. In what ways can you help others grow spiritually?

3. What role does accountability play in your faith walk?
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Day 5: <0 The Call to Spiritual Accountability

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on a time when accountability led to your growth.

2. Write about ways to cultivate a culture of accountability in your circles.

3. Pray for humility and wisdom to both give and receive correction well.
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Day 5: <0 The Call to Spiritual Accountability

Prayer for Today

Father, teach me the value of accountability in my spiritual journey. Enable
me to receive correction with humility and extend grace when guiding others.
Help me to build relationships that sharpen and uplift in Your truth. May Your
Spirit guide me to lead with love and integrity. Through Christ, Amen. <[]

m
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Day 6: 3% Integrity in Leadership Matters
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Day 6: 3% Integrity in Leadership Matters

Your Verse

Psalm 78:70-72 - David's Leadership Contrasted With Eli s

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 11:3 - "The integrity of the upright guides them...”
e 1 Timothy 3:2-7 - Characteristics of Overseers
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Day 6: 3% Integrity in Leadership Matters

Devotional: Leading with Integrity and Devotion

David’s leadership stands as a contrast to Eli’s, emphasizing faithfulness and
integrity. His shepherd heart and devotion to God exemplify the qualities
desperately needed in spiritual leadership.

Integrity is the cornerstone of effective leadership. Without it, influence is
corrupted and communities crumble. Leaders today are called to model
godliness through transparent, consistent living.

Reflect on your personal integrity and leadership roles—small or large—and
ask if your life reflects the values God desires.
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Day 6: 3% Integrity in Leadership Matters

Reflect and Apply

1. What does integrity mean to you in a leadership context?

Page 39 of 131

2. How can your character influence others positively or negatively?

3. Which leadership qualities do you need to develop further?
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Day 6: 3% Integrity in Leadership Matters

Journaling Prompts

1. List ways you can demonstrate integrity in your daily life.

2. Identify mentors or role models exemplifying godly leadership.

3. Pray for strength to lead with honesty and faithfulness.
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Day 6: 3% Integrity in Leadership Matters

Prayer for Today

Lord God, grant me a heart of integrity and a spirit devoted to You. Shape my
character so that I may lead others toward Your truth with authenticity. Guard
my actions and words so they honor You and build trust. Let my life be a
beacon of faithfulness. In Jesus’ name, Amen. $% €© €
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Day 7: | The Impact of Leadership Failure
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Day 7: [\\] The Impact of Leadership Failure

Your Verse

1Samuel 4:10-18 - The Death of Eli and His Sons

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 29:2 - "When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice... but when
the wicked rule, the people groan.”

e Ecclesiastes 10:16-17 - "When the godly are in authority; the people
rejoice...”
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Day 7: [\] The Impact of Leadership Failure

Devotional: When Leadership Failure Brings National
Loss

The tragic end of Eli and his sons following Israel’s defeat is a sobering
reminder of the high cost of failed leadership. The spiritual ruin they
facilitated brought not only personal demise but national grief.

Leadership affects more than the individual; it shapes communities and the
broader society. Poor stewardship results in broken trust, spiritual decay, and
loss—both present and lasting.

This story challenges us to evaluate how our actions—especially those in
leadership—impact others, calling us to pursue righteousness for collective
well-being.
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Day 7: [\] The Impact of Leadership Failure

Reflect and Apply

1. How does leadership affect the spiritual health of families or
communities you belong to?

2. What negative consequences have you witnessed from poor leadership?

3. How can you contribute to positive, godly leadership today?
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Day 7: [\\] The Impact of Leadership Failure

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a leadership failure you have witnessed; what lessons can be
learned?

2. Reflect on how you can support or become a leader who fosters spiritual
health.

3. Pray for healing and restoration where leadership has failed.
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Day 7: [\] The Impact of Leadership Failure

Prayer for Today

God of justice, we grieve the pain caused by failed leadership and the
resultant loss experienced by many. Heal broken places and guide those in
authority to govern with wisdom and humility. Raise up leaders who honor
You and cherish their responsibility. May Your kingdom come and Your will
be done on earth as in heaven. Amen. ) & J\
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[

The Importance of Obedience to
God’s Word

Day 8:
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Day 8: ] The Importance of Obedience to God’s Word

Your Verse

Deuteronomy 28:1-14 - Blessings for Obedience

Supporting Scriptures

e John 14:15 - "If you love me, keep my commands.”

e James 1:22 - "Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says.”
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Day 8: 5] The Importance of Obedience to God’s Word

Devotional: Walking in God’s Blessing Through
Obedience

Obedience to God’s commands is foundational to spiritual health and
blessing. The blessings enumerated in Deuteronomy serve as a reminder that
following God’s ways brings life and prosperity.

In contrast, neglecting God's instruction—as Eli's sons did—leads to
destruction. We are called not just to hear God’s Word but to live it out fully.

Consider how obedience shapes your relationship with God and affects your
influence on others. Choose today to commit anew to faithfully follow Him.
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Day 8: ] The Importance of Obedience to God’s Word

Reflect and Apply

1. What areas of your life need greater obedience to God’s Word?

2. How can obedience affect the spiritual environment around you?

3. What steps will you take to align your actions with Scripture?
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Day 8: ] The Importance of Obedience to God’s Word

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about blessings you've experienced from obeying God.
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2. Identify any obstacles to obedience you face.

3. Pray and commit to specific actions in obedience.
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Day 8: 5] The Importance of Obedience to God’s Word

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, empower me to obey Your commands with my whole heart.
Help me move beyond hearing to doing. May obedience open doors of
blessing in my life and serve as testimony to others. Shape my will to align
with Yours each day. In Jesus’ name, Amen. [ ][] )
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Day 9: )\ The Role of Discipline in Spiritual
Growth
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Day 9: /) The Role of Discipline in Spiritual Growth
Your Verse
Hebrews 12:5-11 - God's Discipline
Supporting Scriptures

o Proverbs 3:11-12 - "The LORD disciplines those he loves...”
e Revelation 3:19 - "Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline.”
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Day 9: /) The Role of Discipline in Spiritual Growth
Devotional: Accepting and Applying Godly Discipline

Discipline is a vital tool God uses to shape our character and draw us closer to
Him. Though often uncomfortable, it produces righteousness and peace.

Eli's story teaches the cost of neglecting discipline—both personal and
communal. When leaders fail to discipline sin, they inadvertently promote
destruction. Conversely, accepting God’s discipline with humility fosters
maturity and resilience.

Reflect on how you receive God’s discipline and how you participate in
disciplining others with love and patience.
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Day 9: /) The Role of Discipline in Spiritual Growth

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you usually respond to God’s discipline in your life?
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2. What fears or resistances do you have regarding correction?

3. How can you balance loving correction with grace toward others?
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Day 9: [\ The Role of Discipline in Spiritual Growth

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a discipline moment that led to growth; describe it.

2. Write about a time you disciplined or corrected someone; reflect on the
experience.

3. Pray for a teachable spirit and Christlike patience.
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Day 9: /) The Role of Discipline in Spiritual Growth

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, teach me to receive Your discipline gracefully and apply it wisely.
Help me to correct others with love and humility, desiring restoration above
all. Forge in me a heart that reflects Your patience and truth. Thank You,

Amen. Q E] J\
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Day 10: & Partnering with God in
Leadership
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Day 10: < Partnering with God in Leadership

Your Verse

Proverbs 16:9 - "In their hearts humans plan their course, but the LORD
establishes their steps.”

Supporting Scriptures
o Psalm 37:23 - "The LORD makes firm the steps of the one who delights
in him.”

e 1Corinthians 15:58 - "Your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”
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Day 10: < Partnering with God in Leadership

Devotional: Leading Under God’s Guidance

Leadership is a partnership with God, who directs our paths and empowers
our efforts. Eli’s failure includes a lack of reliance on God’s guidance and
strength.

Aligning our plans with God's will leads to stability and fruitfulness. We must
continually seek His direction and depend on His power to lead well.

Consider how you invite God into your leadership roles and decisions. Are you
leaning on your own understanding, or trusting God’s wisdom?
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Day 10: < Partnering with God in Leadership

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways do you seek God’s direction in leadership decisions?

2. Where might you be depending too much on your own strength?

3. How can you deepen your partnership with God in your leadership role?
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Day 10: < Partnering with God in Leadership

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a situation where trusting God led to positive outcomes.

2. Write a plan to include prayer and Scripture in your leadership choices.

3. Pray for humility and dependence on God daily.
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Day 10: < Partnering with God in Leadership

Prayer for Today

Lord, guide my steps as I lead and serve. Help me to trust Your wisdom over
my understanding. Empower me through Your Spirit to fulfill my role
according to Your purpose. Let my leadership bring glory to You and blessing
to others. In Jesus’ name, Amen. (83) A [
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Day 11: @ Mourning and Hope After Loss
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Day 11: @ Mourning and Hope After Loss
Your Verse
1Samuel 4:19-22 - The Death of Eli and the News to His Daughter-in-Law
Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 34:18 - "The LORD is close to the brokenhearted.”
e Romans 8:28 - "In all things God works for the good...”
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Day 11: @ Mourning and Hope After Loss

Devotional: Finding God’s Comfort in Loss

The death of Eli and his sons is a moment of deep sorrow for Israel, yet the
story also reminds us that God is near to those who grieve. Even in judgment
and loss, God’s presence remains.

Hope springs from God's sovereignty and promise to bring good out of
hardship. This passage encourages us to trust God amidst pain and
disruption.

Reflect on times of loss and how God has comforted you. Let these moments
build your faith and reliance on Him.
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Day 11: @ Mourning and Hope After Loss

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced God’s presence during times of loss?

2. What hope does the Gospel bring to your grieving heart?

3. How can your experience of loss strengthen your faith or leadership?
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Day 11: @ Mourning and Hope After Loss

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a difficult loss and God’s comfort in that season.

2. Reflect on how God uses trials for growth.

3. Pray for healing and renewed hope.
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Day 11: @ Mourning and Hope After Loss

Prayer for Today

Compassionate God, be near to all who are hurting from loss or failure. Heal
broken hearts and restore hope. Teach us to trust Your plan even when
situations seem bleak. May Your peace guard our hearts and minds in Christ

Jesus. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. @ /J\ (@
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Day 12: §) Guarding Against Godlessness
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Day 12: € Guarding Against Godlessness

Your Verse

Psalm 11:3 - "When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the
righteous do?”

Supporting Scriptures

o Ephesians 6:11 - "Put on the full armor of God...”

e Colossians 2:6-7 - "Continue to live your lives... rooted and built up in
him.”
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Day 12: € Guarding Against Godlessness

Devotional: Standing Firm on Godly Foundations

When spiritual foundations are shaken or destroyed, the righteous must
stand firm and guard what is holy. Eli’s story shows how neglect weakens the
foundation leading to ruin.

God equips us with spiritual armor and rootedness in Christ to resist forces
that aim to destroy faith communities. Our active defense includes prayer,
faith, and living according to His Word.

Analyze your spiritual foundations and invest in strengthening them daily.
Stand resolute against anything that threatens your faith.
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Day 12: § Guarding Against Godlessness

Reflect and Apply

1. What spiritual foundations in your life need strengthening?
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2. How does daily prayer and Scripture guard your faith?

3. Are there areas where you feel vulnerable to spiritual attack?
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Day 12: § Guarding Against Godlessness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about specific armor of God you need to use more.
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2. List habits that help you stay rooted in Christ.

3. Pray for strength to stand firm and resist temptation.
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Day 12: € Guarding Against Godlessness

Prayer for Today

Lord Almighty, strengthen my foundations in You. Help me to put on Your
armor fully and resist the enemy’s schemes. Root my heart deep in Your love
and truth. Guard me physically, mentally, and spiritually as I walk in faith. In
Jesus’ mighty name, Amen. © [\, §
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Day 13: ¢rp Restoring Spiritual Health
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Day 13: ¢» Restoring Spiritual Health

Your Verse

Psalm 51:10 - "Create in me a pure heart, O God...”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Chronicles 7:14 - "If my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves...”

e James 5:16 - "The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.”
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Day 13: ¢» Restoring Spiritual Health

Devotional: Embracing God’s Restoration and
Renewal

Restoration begins with a humble heart turned toward God, seeking renewal
and cleansing. Eli’s failure invites us to prioritize repentance and renewal.

God promises restoration when we confess and repent sincerely. This process
involves ongoing prayer, humility, and a genuine desire to return to His ways.

Ask God to cleanse your heart and mind, that you might be a vessel for His
goodness and a leader of restored communities.
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Day 13: ¢r» Restoring Spiritual Health

Reflect and Apply

1. What areas of your heart need God’s cleansing?
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2. How does humility pave the way for restoration?

3. Who in your life needs your intercession for spiritual healing?
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Day 13: ¢r» Restoring Spiritual Health

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite a prayer of confession and ask God to renew your heart.
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2. Reflect on ways to support others seeking restoration.

3. Commit to regular prayer focused on spiritual renewal.
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Day 13: ¢» Restoring Spiritual Health

Prayer for Today

Merciful God, create in me a clean heart and renew a steadfast spirit within
me. Help me to walk humbly and seek Your face continually. Use me as an
instrument of Your restoration for those around me. Thank You for Your
unfailing grace. In Jesus’name, Amen. ) @ J\
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Day 14: (-J Speaking Truth in Love
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Day 14: (=3 Speaking Truth in Love

Your Verse

Ephesians 4:15 - "Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become...”

Supporting Scriptures

 Proverbs 27:5 - "Better open rebuke than hidden love.”
e Colossians 4:6 - "Let your conversation be always tull of grace...”
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Day 14: (=3 Speaking Truth in Love

Devotional: Balancing Truth and Love in Leadership

Effective leadership and spiritual health depend on speaking truth balanced
with love and grace. Eli’s sons corrupted their role by abusing their power, but
Eli did not apply loving correction timely or effectively.

Truth without love can wound; love without truth can deceive. We are called
to communicate God’s Word authentically and compassionately.

Consider how you convey truth to others. Are you fostering growth and
healing, or inadvertently causing harm?
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Day 14: (-3 Speaking Truth in Love

Reflect and Apply

1. How comfortable are you speaking hard truths with love?
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2. Who could benefit from your loving honesty today?

3. How can your communication reflect God’s grace and truth?
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Day 14: (-3 Speaking Truth in Love

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time loving truth changed a relationship.

Page 88 of 131

2. Identify phrases or approaches that convey grace with truth.

3. Pray for boldness and gentleness in your words.
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Day 14: (=3 Speaking Truth in Love

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, help me to speak Your truth in love, fostering unity and
growth. Give me words that heal, encourage, and convict with kindness. May
my life reflect Your balance of justice and mercy. In Jesus’name, Amen. £ 9

AS
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Day 15: §} Walking in God’s Light
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Day 15: |, Walking in God's Light
Your Verse
Psalm 119:105 - "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
Supporting Scriptures

 John 812 - "l am the light of the world.”
 Ephesians 5:8 - "Live as children of light.”
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Day 15: f}, Walking in God’s Light
Devotional: Living Guided by God’s Word and Light

God’s Word is our guiding light in a dark world. Eli’s story demonstrates the
dangers of neglecting God’s revealed truth, resulting in confusion and
destruction.

Living in God's light requires intentional daily engagement with Scripture
and reliance on Jesus. This light reveals sin, guides decisions, and comforts
amid uncertainty.

Reflect on your daily habits of receiving God’s light and how you can
illuminate the path for others.
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Day 15: f}, Walking in God’s Light
Reflect and Apply

1. How consistent are you in seeking God’s Word daily?

2. In what ways has God’s Word brought clarity to your decisions?

3. How can you help others walk in His light?
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Day 15: f}, Walking in God’s Light
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time Scripture provided guidance in difficulty.
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2. Plan ways to increase your daily Bible engagement.

3. Pray for light in dark or confusing circumstances.
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Day 15: f}, Walking in God’s Light

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for being the light in my darkness. Guide me daily with
Your Word, illuminating every step I take. Help me to share Your light boldly
and lovingly with others. In Your name, Amen. {} []%>

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H()ly_]()t Lessons from Eli’s Leadership: A 21-Day Study on Spiritual Responsibility Page 96 of 131

Day 16: % Nurturing a Spiritual Legacy
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Day 16: % Nurturing a Spiritual Legacy
Your Verse
Psalm 78:4 - "We will not hide them from their children...”
Supporting Scriptures

 Deuteronomy 6:6-7 - "Impress them on your children...”

« 2 Timothy 1:5 - "I am reminded of your sincere faith... which first lived in
your grandmother...”
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Day 16: % Nurturing a Spiritual Legacy

Devotional: Building a Lasting Spiritual Heritage

Spiritual leadership includes passing on faith and values to future
generations. Eli’s failure to discipline his sons led to a broken legacy and

national loss.

We are called to nurture and communicate God s truth to those who follow;
fostering strong spiritual foundations. This legacy honors God and equips
others to lead well.

Think about your spiritual inheritance and how you are contributing to the
next generation’s faith.
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Day 16: % Nurturing a Spiritual Legacy

Reflect and Apply

1. What spiritual truths have shaped your life?
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2. How can you intentionally pass faith on to others?

3. What lessons from Eli’s story will you avoid in your legacy?
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Day 16: % Nurturing a Spiritual Legacy

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a person who influenced your faith journey positively.

2. Plan ways to disciple or encourage someone younger in faith.

3. Pray for wisdom and dedication to nurture spiritual legacies.
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Day 16: % Nurturing a Spiritual Legacy

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, help me to steward well the spiritual heritage You have given
me. May I faithfully teach and guide those who come after me in love and
truth. Let my life be a testimony that inspires others to seek and serve You. In

Jesus’name, Amen. @ 1) ¥
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Day 17: €7 Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/
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Day 17: €7 Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Your Verse

Galatians 5:22-23 - The Fruit of the Spirit

Supporting Scriptures

e John 15:5 - "I am the vine; you are the branches...”
e Colossians 1:10 - "..bearing fruit in every good work.”
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Day 17: €7 Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Devotional: Growing and Bearing Christlike Character

True spiritual leadership and health are evident in the fruit of the Spirit. Eli’s
sons lacked these qualities, leading to their demise and that of the nation.

God desires us to cultivate love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These fruits support strong, godly
communities and demonstrate Christ’s character.

Invite the Holy Spirit to produce these fruits abundantly through you each
day.
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Day 17: €7 Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Reflect and Apply

1. Which fruit of the Spirit is most evident in your life? Which needs
growth?

2. How do you encourage the fruit of the Spirit in others?

3. What daily choices support this spiritual cultivation?
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Day 17: €7 Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify areas to intentionally nurture specific fruits.

Page 106 of 131

2. Write about a person who exemplifies these qualities.

3. Pray for the Spirit’s work to deepen in your heart.
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Day 17: €7 Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, fill me with Your fruit so that my life reflects Jesus fully. Develop in
me love, kindness, patience, and all that glorifies God. Help me be a light to
those around me through these qualities. In Jesus’name, Amen. ‘@ ¥ ¥
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Day 18: & Renewing Commitment to God’s
Call
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Day 18: @& Renewing Commitment to God’s Call

Your Verse

Romans 12:1-2 - Living Sacritices to God

Supporting Scriptures

e Joshua 24:15 - "But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
o Matthew 28:19-20 - The Great Commission
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Day 18: @& Renewing Commitment to God’s Call

Devotional: Recommitting Fully to God’s Purpose

Renewing our commitment to God is key to avoiding the pitfalls that troubled
Eli and his family. We are called to present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy
and pleasing to God.

This surrender transforms our minds and empowers us to live distinctively
amid the world. It also compels us to carry out God’s mission faithfully.

Reflect on your current level of commitment and consider how you might
deepen your devotion and service.
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Day 18: @& Renewing Commitment to God’s Call

Reflect and Apply

1. How fully have you surrendered your life to God’s will?

2. What distractions or doubts hinder your commitment?

3. How does renewed commitment affect your leadership or influence?
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Day 18: @& Renewing Commitment to God’s Call

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a personal pledge to serve God more faithfully.
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2. List practical ways to live as a living sacrifice.

3. Pray for courage and passion to pursue God relentlessly.
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Day 18: @& Renewing Commitment to God’s Call

Prayer for Today

Almighty God, I renew my commitment to serve You with my whole heart.
Help me to live sacrificially and be transformed by Your Word. Guide me to
fulfill Your calling in my life and lead others closer to You. In Jesus’name,

Amen. )\ @
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Day 19: & Deepening in God’s Word
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Day 19: & Deepening in God’s Word
Your Verse
2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All Scripture is God-breathed
Supporting Scriptures

e Joshua 1:8 - "Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips...”
e Psalm 1:2-3 - "..meditates on his law day and night.”
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Day 19: & Deepening in God’s Word
Devotional: Growing Strong through God’s Word
Daily

Scripture equips us for every good work and strengthens spiritual leadership.
Eli’s sons ignored God’s commands, but God’s Word is our continual source of
guidance and power.

Deepening your relationship with the Bible builds wisdom, faith, and
resilience. Make time daily to meditate on and apply God’s Word.

Consider ways to engage more fully with Scripture, allowing it to shape every
facet of your life and leadership.
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Day 19: & Deepening in God’s Word
Reflect and Apply

1. How consistent is your current Bible study practice?

Page 117 of 131

2. What obstacles prevent deeper engagement with Scripture?

3. How can Scripture guide your decisions and leadership?
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Day 19: & Deepening in God’s Word
Journaling Prompts

1. Plan a daily Bible reading or meditation schedule.
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2. Write about a verse or passage that has impacted you deeply.

3. Pray for a hunger and love for God’s Word.
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Day 19: & Deepening in God’s Word

Prayer for Today

Father, draw me closer to Your Word. Help me to cherish, understand, and live
out Scripture daily. Let it guide every step I take and every decision I make.
Fill me with wisdom and discernment through Your truth. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. (I T
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Day 20: { Persevering Faith in Difficult
Times
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Day 20: § Persevering Faith in Difficult Times

Your Verse

James 1:2-4 - Perseverance Produces Maturity

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 5:3-5 - "Sutfering produces perseverance..”
e 2 Corinthians 12:9 - "My grace is sufficient for you...”
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Day 20: § Persevering Faith in Difficult Times

Devotional: Faithful Endurance through Challenges

Leaders and believers alike face trials that test their faith and resolve. Eli’s
story ended in tragedy, but God provides grace and strength to persevere.

Trials refine faith, producing endurance and maturity. Our response to
hardship invites God’s sustaining power and transforms character.

Remember God’s promises and seek His grace when circumstances
challenge your leadership or faith.
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Day 20: § Persevering Faith in Difficult Times

Reflect and Apply

1. What hardships are you currently facing, and how is your faith holding
up?

2. How has God shown His grace to you in tough times?

3. What lessons have come from your perseverance?
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Day 20: § Persevering Faith in Difficult Times

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a significant trial and how God helped you.
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2. Reflect on ways to encourage others through adversity.

3. Pray for strength to endure hardship with faith.
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Day 20: § Persevering Faith in Difficult Times

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, sustain me with Your strength as I face trials. Help me to
persevere, trusting Your grace to carry me through. May I grow in maturity
and hope through every challenge. Thank You for Your unfailing presence. In
Jesus’ mighty name, Amen. (5 J\
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Day 21: B Celebrating God’s Faithfulness
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Day 21: & Celebrating God's Faithfulness
Your Verse
Lamentations 3:22-23 - "Great is Your faithfulness...”
Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 100:5 - "The LORD is good and his love endures forever.”
o 2 Corinthians 1:20 - "All God's promises are Yes in Christ.”
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Day 21: & Celebrating God’s Faithfulness

Devotional: Encouraged by God’s Unfailing
Faithfulness

Concluding this study, we celebrate God’s faithful love and promises despite
human failings. Even when leaders fail, God remains steadfast and merciful.

This assurance empowers us to continue pursuing God with hope, grace, and
perseverance. Reflect on God’s faithfulness throughout your journey and
embrace His transformative love.

Let gratitude fuel your ongoing commitment to godly leadership and spiritual
growth.
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Day 21: & Celebrating God’s Faithfulness

Reflect and Apply

1. How has God demonstrated faithfulness in your life during this study?

2. What commitments are you making for your spiritual leadership going
forward?

3. How will you share God’s faithfulness with others?
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Day 21: & Celebrating God’s Faithfulness

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite a letter of thanksgiving to God for His faithfulness.
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2. Reflect on the growth you experienced during these 21 days.

3. Pray for endurance to walk faithfully each day.
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Day 21: & Celebrating God’s Faithfulness

Prayer for Today

Faithful God, thank You for Your unending love and constancy. You remain
true even when we falter. Strengthen my heart to trust and serve You with
confidence. May my life proclaim Your goodness and inspire others to follow

Your ways. All glory to You, Amen. 5 @ J\
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