Lessons from Jesus and
the Fruitless Fig Tree

Explore the spiritual lessons from Jesus’ encounter
with the fig tree, uncovering insights on faith,
judgment, and spiritual fruitfulness.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 7-day study journey on "Jesus and the Fig Tree That Bore No
Fruit." In this study, we explore the profound story Jesus shared about the fig
tree, found in the Gospels of Matthew and Mark. While at first glance it may
seem like a simple event, this narrative carries powerful spiritual truths that
challenge us to examine our faith and the fruits it bears.

The tig tree, in biblical times, symbolized Israel and spiritual fruitfulness.
When Jesus encountered the fig tree that bore no fruit, He used it as a
teaching tool to highlight the importance of genuine faith and repentance.
This story calls us to reflect on the authenticity of our walk with God, urging
us toward fruitful lives that reflect God’s kingdom.

Throughout these seven days, we will delve into the layers of meaning behind
the fig tree and Jesus’ response, looking at themes such as faith, judgment,
patience, and grace. We will draw from related Scriptures to deepen our
understanding and personal application. Each day's devotional encourages
reflection and action, helping us to cultivate a vibrant spiritual life that
produces lasting fruit for God's glory. Let's prepare our hearts and minds to
receive transformative insight that will inspire us to grow closer to Jesus and
live as fruitful disciples.
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Day 1: £ The Story of the Fig Tree
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Day 1: #£ The Story of the Fig Tree

Your Verse

Mark 11:12-14 - "The next day as they were leaving Bethany;, Jesus was
hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any

fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the
season for figs.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 21:18-19 - "Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back
to the city, he was hungry. Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it

but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, ‘May you never
bear fruit again!"”

e Jeremiah 8:13 - "I will hasten my punishing anger and inflict my fierce
wrath on them. I will not change my plans; they will surely come to pass.”
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Day 1: #£ The Story of the Fig Tree

Devotional: Understanding the Context and Meaning

Jesus' encounter with the fig tree invites us to look beneath the surface — it's
not merely about a fruitless tree but about spiritual expectations and realities.
While the fig tree was out of season for fruit, Jesus expected to find something
that indicated life and readiness — at least some early signs of figs. The tree’s
failure to produce fruit, despite appearing healthy, is a powerful metaphor for
superficial faith or empty religiosity.

In the biblical context, fig trees often symbolized Israel and its people. A leafy
fig tree without fruit suggested a hollow profession of faith and a warning
sign of impending judgment when spiritual fruit is absent. Jesus’ actions
challenge us to consider our own lives: are we displaying leaves only, or are we
bearing genuine fruit?

As we begin this Bible study, let us prepare to honestly examine ourselves in
the light of Jesus’ teaching, recognizing where we may be fruitless in our faith
journey,.
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Day 1: #£ The Story of the Fig Tree

Reflect and Apply

1. What does the fig tree symbolize in this passage, and how might that
relate to you personally?

2. Are there areas in your life where you appear 'leafy’ but lack fruit?

3. How do you understand Jesus’ expectation of fruitfulness despite it not
being the season?
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Day 1: #£ The Story of the Fig Tree

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe your first reaction to the story of the fig tree.

2. Write about an area in your spiritual life where you feel fruitless.

3. List ways you can cultivate genuine spiritual fruit.
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Day 1: #£ The Story of the Fig Tree

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to see beyond the surface of my faith. Teach me to bear fruit
that pleases You and demonstrates my love for You. Reveal any areas where I
am merely showing leaves and not producing life. Strengthen my heart to
grow in faith and obedience daily. In Jesus’ name, amen. % /\, &
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Day 2: % Faith’s Power to Bless and
Challenge
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Day 2: 35 Faith’s Power to Bless and Challenge

Your Verse

Mark 11:20-24 - "In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree
withered from the roots. Peter remembered and said, 'Rabbi, look! The fig
tree you cursed has withered!'.. "Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in
prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 1:6 - "But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because
the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the
wind.”

o Hebrews 11:1 - "Now faith is contidence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see.”
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Day 2: 35 Faith’s Power to Bless and Challenge

Devotional: Faith’s Role in Spiritual Growth and
Action

The withering of the fig tree following Jesus’ curse might seem harsh, but it
highlights the potency of faith combined with obedience. Jesus used this
moment to teach his disciples about the power of genuine faith — the kind
that trusts God deeply and acts accordingly. Faith is not passive; it requires
active belief and expectation that God moves when we pray with sincerity:.

We see Jesus emphasizing that prayer, when paired with unwavering belief, is
a conduit for God’s power. The disciplined faith that produces fruit involves
both trusting and acting in alignment with God’s word. This lesson calls us to
examine not only the quality of our faith but also how we exercise it daily.

Let this passage inspire you to cultivate strong, fruitful faith — a faith that
speaks boldly in prayer and bears visible evidence in your life.
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Day 2: 35 Faith’s Power to Bless and Challenge

Reflect and Apply

1. How does this passage deepen your understanding of faith and prayer?

2. In what ways does your faith influence your daily actions and decisions?

3. Are there doubts or fears hindering your ability to trust God fully?
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Day 2: 35 Faith’s Power to Bless and Challenge

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when your faith led to a blessing or breakthrough.

2. List practical steps you can take to strengthen your faith and prayer life.

3. Reflect on how you can maintain confidence in God during uncertain
times.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Lessons from Jesus and the Fruitless Fig Tree Page 15 of 45

Day 2: 35 Faith’s Power to Bless and Challenge

Prayer for Today

Father, increase my faith that I might pray boldly and live fruitfully. Help me
to trust You without doubting and to act in ways that honor Your will. May my
life be a testament to the power of faith in You. Amen. /), % /%
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Day 3: @4 The Warning of Spiritual
Barrenness
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Day 3: @4 The Warning of Spiritual Barrenness

Your Verse

Matthew 21:19 - "When Jesus saw the fig tree, he said to it, ‘May you never
bear fruit again!’ Immediately the tree withered.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 15:2 - "He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful”

e Romans 11:22 - "Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God:
sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you
continue in his kindness.”
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Day 3: @4 The Warning of Spiritual Barrenness

Devotional: Heeding God's Warning through Jesus’
Example

Jesus' curse on the fig tree was more than just a physical act — it was a sign
and warning against spiritual barrenness. This withered tree symbolizes the
consequences of persistent unfruitfulness — the absence of a genuine
relationship with God. God desires fruitful lives marked by love, service, and
righteousness. When we persist in spiritual emptiness, the Bible warns of
judgment and separation from God.

However, Scripture also offers hope through correction and grace. Just as a
gardener prunes for growth, God is patient but firm in His desire to cultivate
fruitfulness in us. Our response to God’s kindness and sternness determines
the spiritual trajectory of our lives.

Today's devotional challenges you to self-reflect honestly and respond to
God’s loving correction, embracing the journey toward a productive, vibrant

faith.
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Day 3: @4 The Warning of Spiritual Barrenness

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you personally experience God’s kindness and sternness in your
life?

2. Are there areas where you resist God’s pruning and correction?

3. How can you cultivate responsiveness to God’s discipline to grow
spiritually?
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Day 3: @4 The Warning of Spiritual Barrenness

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify one spiritual discipline you need to develop or revive.

2. Write about an area where God has 'pruned’ your life and what you
learned.

3. Create a personal prayer asking God to help you bear lasting fruit.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Lessons from Jesus and the Fruitless Fig Tree Page 21 of 45

Day 3: @4 The Warning of Spiritual Barrenness

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your patience and loving correction. Forgive me for
times I have been spiritually fruitless. Help me to embrace Your pruning to
grow in holiness and love. May my life please You and reflect Your glory.

Amen. § R J\
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Day 4: §2% God’s Timing and Our Patience
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Day 4: £2% God’s Timing and Our Patience

Your Verse

Luke 13:6-9 - "Then he told this parable: A man had a tig tree growing in his
vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. So he said to
the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I ve been coming
to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why
should it use up the soil?"”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

e Psalm 27:14 - "Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the
Lord.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Lessons from Jesus and the Fruitless Fig Tree Page 24 of 45

Day 4: £2% God’s Timing and Our Patience

Devotional: Trusting God's Timing in Our Growth

In this parable, the owner of the vineyard shows both judgment and mercy —
granting a little more time for the fig tree to bear fruit. This teaches us about
God’s balance between righteous judgment and patient grace. Sometimes we
grow impatient waiting for spiritual growth or fruitfulness, but God’s timing
is perfect.

The caretaker pleads for more time and offers to nourish the tree so it can
produce fruit. Similarly, God provides grace and care, nurturing us toward
maturity. Yet, the call is clear: there cannot be indefinite delay. Spiritual fruit
requires both time and effort under God’s care.

Let this be an encouragement to endure and trust that your faith journey,
though sometimes slow, is under God's loving watch.
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Day 4: £2% God’s Timing and Our Patience

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you respond when you feel impatient with your spiritual growth?

2. What does this parable teach you about God’s balance of mercy and
justice?

3. How can you cooperate with God’s care to become more fruitful?
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Day 4: £2% God’s Timing and Our Patience

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time when God’s timing in your life was challenging but
beneficial.

2. Write about ways you can be patient while also actively seeking spiritual
growth.

3. List practical steps to nurture your spiritual fruitfulness daily.
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Day 4: £2% God’s Timing and Our Patience

Prayer for Today

Dear God, thank You for Your patience and mercy in my life. Help me to trust
Your timing and to remain faithful as You nurture my growth. Give me
strength to persevere and a heart open to Your care and guidance. Amen. 3¢

£
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Day 5: {57 Bearing Fruit in Christian Life
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Day 5: %3 Bearing Fruit in Christian Life

Your Verse

John 1535 - "I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 5:22-23 - "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selt-
control.”

e Colossians 1:10 - "So that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work.”
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Day 5: %3 Bearing Fruit in Christian Life

Devotional: Living Connected to Jesus for Fruitfulness

Jesus teaches that fruitfulness depends on our connection to Him — the vine.
Just like branches cannot bear fruit without the vine, we cannot produce
spiritual fruit without abiding in Christ. This intimate relationship is the
source of all strength, growth, and life in us.

Through the Holy Spirit, we manifest qualities that characterize a fruitful life:
love, joy, peace, and more. These fruits not only bless our own lives but also
impact others around us, advancing God's kingdom.

As you reflect on this truth today, ask yourself how deeply connected you are
to Jesus and what you can do to nurture this vital relationship.
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Day 5: &3 Bearing Fruit in Christian Life

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean for you to abide in Christ daily?

2. Which fruit of the Spirit do you see growing in your life, and which needs
attention?

3. How can your fruitfulness influence your family, church, and
community?
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Day 5: %3 Bearing Fruit in Christian Life

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe your current relationship with Jesus as the vine.

2. Identify practical ways to deepen your dependence on Christ.

3. Wrrite a prayer asking the Holy Spirit to cultivate fruitfulness in your life.
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Day 5: %3 Bearing Fruit in Christian Life

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me to remain deeply connected to You. May Your Spirit bear
fruit through me — love, kindness, patience, and joy. Teach me to live
continually dependent on You, so my life glorifies You and blesses others.

Amen. ZQ J\
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Day 6: @ The Call to Fruitful Discipleship
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Day 6: @ The Call to Fruitful Discipleship
Your Verse

Matthew 7:16-20 - "By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick
grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?”

Supporting Scriptures

o 2 Peter 1:5-8 - "For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control..
if you possess these qualities you will never stumble.”

 Ephesians 2:10 - "For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
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Day 6: @ The Call to Fruitful Discipleship

Devotional: Recognizing and Living Out True Faith

Jesus reminds us that fruitfulness is the evidence of authentic faith and a
transformed life. Our actions and character reveal what truly dwells in our
hearts. This calls us to examine our deeds and motivations carefully, striving
to live as disciples who produce good fruit.

Fruitful discipleship involves intentional growth in virtues such as goodness,
knowledge, and self-control. These qualities fortify our faith and equip us to
serve God’s purposes effectively. Recognizing false teaching and fruitless
ways is also vital in our spiritual journey.

Reflect today on what your spiritual fruit says about your faith and how you
can pursue growth in godly character and actions.
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Day 6: @ The Call to Fruitful Discipleship

Reflect and Apply

1. How do the fruits of your life reflect your faith in Christ?

Page 37 of 45

2. Which virtues do you need to develop to grow as a disciple?

3. How can you guard against fruitless behaviors or influences?
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Day 6: @ The Call to Fruitful Discipleship

Journaling Prompts

1. List ways your life displays spiritual fruit.
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2. Write about a godly virtue you want to strengthen.

3.Journal about holding yourself accountable in your faith walk.
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Day 6: @ The Call to Fruitful Discipleship

Prayer for Today

Father, help me to bear good fruit that reflects my faith in You. Strengthen me
in virtues that build character and enable me to live rightly. Guard my heart
against anything that leads me away from Your truth. Use me to fulfill Your

purpose. Amen. '@ J\ %
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Day 7: 3% Embracing a Fruitful Future
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Day 7: $% Embracing a Fruitful Future

Your Verse

Philippians 1:6 - "Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Isaiah 43:19 - "See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not
perceive jt?”
e 2 Corinthians 9:10 - "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread

for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge
the harvest of your righteousness.”
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Day 7: $%& Embracing a Fruitful Future

Devotional: Trusting God to Complete His Work in
You

Our study concludes with the assurance that God is faithful to complete the
good work He has begun in us. Spiritual fruitfulness is a journey that involves
growth, pruning, and transformation. We can confidently rely on God’s
ongoing work in our lives to mature us into fruitful followers of Jesus.

Even when seasons are challenging, God is renewing and preparing us for a
harvested future filled with righteousness and blessing. Our role is to remain
faithful, obedient, and open to His Spirit.

Take heart and embrace the journey ahead, knowing that with God, every
effort toward fruitfulness counts and will bear eternal significance.
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Day 7: $ Embracing a Fruitful Future

Reflect and Apply

1. How does the promise of God completing His work encourage your faith
journey?

2. What new things might God be doing in your life that you haven’t noticed
yet?

3. How can you actively participate in God’s process of growth and
fruitfulness?
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Day 7: $% Embracing a Fruitful Future

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about your hopes for the future in your spiritual life.
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2. Reflect on recent growth and changes God has worked in you.

3. Plan steps to remain faithful as God works in you.
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Day 7: $%& Embracing a Fruitful Future

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, thank You for beginning a good work in me and promising to
carry it through completion. Help me to trust Your timing and process, and to
bear fruit in every season. May my life continually glorify You. In Jesus’ name,

amen. 3% J\ %
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