Lessons on Forgiveness
from the Parable of the
Unforgiving Servant

Explore how forgiveness transforms lives by
accepting God’s grace and extending it to others,
inspired by Matthew 18:21—35.
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Introduction

Forgiveness is a profound, often challenging, and transformative spiritual
practice. In the Gospel of Matthew;, Jesus shares the powerful Parable of the
Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:21-35), teaching us vital lessons about
mercy, grace, and the need to extend the forgiveness we receive from God to
those around us.

Many of us struggle with forgiveness because it touches on deep emotions:
pain, injustice, and the natural desire for retribution. Yet, Jesus reveals that
forgiveness is not merely a suggestion but a reflection of God’s character and
a requirement for our own freedom. When we receive mercy from God, we
are called to pass it on, breaking cycles of bitterness and fostering healing in
our relationships.

Over the next seven days, this study will guide you into a deeper
understanding of forgiveness through a careful exploration of the parable and
related Scriptures. We'll uncover how God’s limitless mercy invites us to let go
of resentment, and how withholding forgiveness ultimately hurts our hearts
as much as it affects others.

Embracing forgiveness is a journey—sometimes difficult, frequently
humbling, but always freeing. It calls us to reflect Jesus’ love in tangible ways
and allows God’s grace to flow through us into a world desperate for it. May
this study inspire you to forgive as you have been forgiven and experience the
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peace that comes with releasing the burden of unforgiveness. Let s begin this
transformative journey together. %
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Day 1: [[] Understanding Forgiveness

Your Verse

Matthew 18:21-22 NIV - "Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, 'Lord, how
many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to

seven times?’ Jesus answered, I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven
times.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:32 - "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

e Colossians 3:13 - "Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”
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Day 1: [[] Understanding Forgiveness

Devotional: The Infinite Call to Forgive Others

Forgiveness is a Divine Command and a Gift of Grace. When Peter asked Jesus
how many times he should forgive, he probably imagined a generous but
limited number. Jesus responded by pushing beyond human limits:
forgiveness is not about counting offenses but adopting an attitude of
unlimited grace.

Forgiveness is more than just a kind action — it is a reflection of God’s
character working through us. God forgave us completely through Jesus;
therefore, we are called to forgive others completely. More importantly,
forgiveness frees our hearts from anger and bitterness, enabling
reconciliation and peace.

It's important to remember that forgiveness often involves intentional
choices, even when emotions resist. It doesn’t mean forgetting the hurt or
excusing wrongdoing but releasing the hold it has on our lives. This sets the
foundation for true healing.

Today just sit with the idea that forgiveness is a gift you both receive and give
— acycle that keeps drawing you closer to God's heart.
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Day 1: [[] Understanding Forgiveness

Reflect and Apply

1. Why do you think Jesus emphasizes forgiving others beyond a set
number of times?

2. How does knowing God’s forgiveness for you shape your ability to forgive
others?

3. In what areas of your life is it difficult to offer forgiveness?
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Day 1: [[] Understanding Forgiveness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when forgiving someone was difficult but brought
peace.

2. List the reasons why forgiveness is hard for you personally.

3. Reflect on what forgiveness means to you in your relationship with God.
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Day 1: [[] Understanding Forgiveness

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your boundless forgiveness towards me. Help me to
embrace the call to forgive others without limits, even when it is hard. Teach
me to release bitterness and walk in Your grace daily. Give me a forgiving
heart that mirrors Your mercy, enabling me to heal and restore relationships.
May Your Spirit empower me to extend compassion and kindness as You
have shown to me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /J\ @ %>
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Day 2: €7 The Parable Unveiled

- Bible Journaling Made Easy.
| HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Lessons on Forgiveness from the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant Page 12 of 46

Day 2: € The Parable Unveiled

Your Verse

Matthew 18:23—27 NIV - "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king
who wanted to settle accounts with his servants... The servant fell on his

knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, and I will pay back
everything.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Luke 6:37 - "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn,
and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”

o Psalm 103:12 - "As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed
our transgressions from us.”
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Day 2: € The Parable Unveiled

Devotional: Reflecting God’s Grace Through
Forgiveness

The Heart of the Parable: Grace Extended and Grace Denied. The parable
Jesus tells reveals a kingdom principle: forgiveness should be as limitless as
the grace we have received. The king generously forgives an enormous debt,
one impossible for the servant to repay. Yet, when that servant encounters a
fellow servant who owes him a small amount, he refuses to forgive.

This contrast is profound. It shows how easily we can forget the enormous
mercy we've been given when someone wrongs us in a comparatively small
way. It challenges us to examine our hearts — do we extend to others the
grace that has so freely been given to us?

Forgiveness reflects the very nature of God’s kingdom. It is not about fairness
according to human standards but about mercy that transforms both giver
and receiver. Today, meditate on your own experiences of grace and how they
impact your willingness to forgive.
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Day 2: € The Parable Unveiled

Reflect and Apply

1. How does the parable challenge your view of fairness in forgiveness?

2. Where in your life might you be withholding mercy from others?

3. What does this story teach you about the heart of God toward sinners?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Lessons on Forgiveness from the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant Page 15 of 46

Day 2: € The Parable Unveiled

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a situation where you received mercy but struggled to offer it to
someone else.

2. Write about what it means to you that God’s forgiveness is far greater
than any debt you owe.

3. Journal your feelings when you consider extending grace to someone
who hurt you.
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Day 2: € The Parable Unveiled

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for Your immeasurable grace and mercy. Teach me to
forgive others as you have forgiven me. Help me to see people through Your
eyes and remember the great debt You forgave in my life. Soften my heart to
release grudges and replace bitterness with compassion. May Your grace flow
freely through me to touch others. In Jesus’ name, Amen. ) J\, ¥~

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H()ly_]()t Lessons on Forgiveness from the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant Page 17 of 46

Day 3: @ The Cost of Unforgiveness
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Day 3: @ The Cost of Unforgiveness

Your Verse

Matthew 18:28—30 NIV - "But when that servant went out, he found one of
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him
and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Hebrews 12:15 - "See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and
that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.”

 Proverbs 14:30 - A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the
bones.”
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Day 3: @ The Cost of Unforgiveness

Devotional: Forgiveness Frees the Captive Heart

Unforgiveness Hurts the One Who Holds It. The unforgiving servant’s refusal
to show mercy revealed a heart enslaved to anger and control. By holding
tightly to a comparatively small debt, he not only harmed the fellow servant
but also set himself on a path toward judgment.

This parable teaches the destructive power of unforgiveness. It breeds
bitterness, damages relationships, and ultimately harms our own peace and
well-being. The ‘choking’ imagery Jesus uses illustrates how unforgiveness
constricts the heart and steals joy.

Recognizing the cost of unforgiveness invites us to examine areas where pain
has hardened our hearts. God’s desire is for us to experience freedom,
restoring peace within and with others. Today, ask God to reveal any
unforgiveness in your life and give you grace to surrender it.
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Day 3: @ The Cost of Unforgiveness

Reflect and Apply

1. How has unforgiveness affected your peace and relationships?

2. What emotions arise when you consider releasing your grudges to God?

3. Why might people cling to unforgiveness even when it harms them?
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Day 3: @ The Cost of Unforgiveness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about any grudges or bitterness you may be carrying right now.

2. Describe how unforgiveness has influenced your emotional or spiritual
health.

3.Journal a prayer asking God to help you let go of any unforgiveness.
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Day 3: @ The Cost of Unforgiveness

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, I confess the times I have held onto anger and resentment. Please
heal the broken places in my heart caused by unforgiveness. Help me to
release what weighs me down and embrace the freedom only You offer.
Teach me to let go and trust You with every hurt and injustice. Renew my
spirit and fill me with Your peace. In Jesus' name, Amen. @ J\, €J
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Day 4: < Forgiveness as Relationship
Restoration

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Lessons on Forgiveness from the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant Page 24 of 46

Day 4: O Forgiveness as Relationship Restoration

Your Verse

Matthew 18:31-34 NIV - "When the king heard what had happened, he was

furious. He handed the servant over to the jailers to be tortured until he paid
back all he owed.”

Supporting Scriptures

o 2 Corinthians 5:18 - "All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”

e Romans 12:18 - "If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone.”
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Day 4: O Forgiveness as Relationship Restoration

Devotional: Forgiveness Paves the Way to Peace

Forgiveness is Essential for Reconciliation and Peace. The king’s fury
demonstrates the serious consequences of refusing to forgive. The servant’s
lack of mercy led to his own downfall. This part of the parable highlights that
forgiveness is not optional but vital for healthy relationships under God’s
kingdom.

We are called not only to forgive but to pursue peace and restoration with
others. Forgiveness is the first step in reclaiming broken relationships and
reflecting God’s reconciling love. Sometimes this requires humility, courage,
and trust in God's guidance as we rebuild trust.

Today, consider which relationships in your life need restoration. Ask God
how you might begin the process of forgiveness and peace, trusting Him to
work through you as a peacemaker.
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Day 4: O Forgiveness as Relationship Restoration

Reflect and Apply

1. Which relationships in your life need forgiveness and healing?

2. How can forgiveness lead to reconciliation even if trust takes time to
rebuild?

3. What role does humiility play in extending forgiveness?
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Day 4: O Forgiveness as Relationship Restoration

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a relationship where forgiveness could bring healing.

2. Reflect on your fears or hopes about pursuing reconciliation.

3. List practical steps you can take toward peace with someone.
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Day 4: O Forgiveness as Relationship Restoration

Prayer for Today

Lord of peace, teach me to be a minister of reconciliation. Help me to forgive
genuinely and seek restoration in broken relationships. Give me the humility
and boldness needed to heal wounds and build bridges. May Your peace reign
in my heart and in all my connections with others. In Jesus’ name, Amen. &

NP\
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Day 5: () Forgiveness Reflects God’s
Character
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Day 5: () Forgiveness Reflects God’s Character

Your Verse

1John 1:9 NIV - "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 86:5 - "You, Lord, are forgiving and good, abounding in love to all
who call to you.”

o Micah 7:18 - "Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the
transgression of the remnant of his inheritance?”
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Day 5: () Forgiveness Reflects God’s Character

Devotional: Mirroring God’s Mercy in Forgiveness

God’s Forgiveness is the Model for Our Own. Forgiveness flows from God’s
nature — He is loving, just, and merciful. The assurance found in 1 John 1:9
gives us confidence that when we confess, God faithfully cleanses us from
sin.

This divine pattern calls us to mirror His character when we forgive others,
extending compassion in the same way we have received it. Recognizing
God’s patience with our shortcomings should humble us and inspire
generosity in mercy.

As we imitate God’s forgiving nature, we reflect His light into the world,
becoming agents of His mercy in often harsh and broken relationships.
Today, reflect on God's faithfulness and how it empowers you to forgive
freely, knowing you are forgiven.
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Day 5: () Forgiveness Reflects God’s Character

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing God’s faithfulness to forgive affect your attitude
toward forgiving others?

2. What characteristics of God’s forgiveness inspire you the most?

3. In what ways can you better reflect God’s mercy in your daily life?
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Day 5: () Forgiveness Reflects God’s Character

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about times when you have experienced God’s faithful forgiveness.

2. Describe how forgiving others helps you grow closer to God’s character.

3. Journal a commitment to be more merciful in your relationships.
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Day 5: () Forgiveness Reflects God’s Character

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for Your endless mercy and faithfulness. Help me
to forgive others as You forgive me, patiently and generously. Teach me to
embody Your love and grace in every interaction. Purify my heart from
resentment and fill me with Your peace. May I always reflect Your character
so others may see Your glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen. @ J\ %
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Day 6: Q The Freedom Found in
Forgiveness

- Bible Journaling Made Easy.
| HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Lessons on Forgiveness from the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant Page 36 of 46

Day 6: QY The Freedom Found in Forgiveness

Your Verse

Romans 12:19—21 NIV - "Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room
for God's wrath... Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Galatians 51 - "It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm,
then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”

e Psalm 34:18 - "The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit.”
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Day 6: QY The Freedom Found in Forgiveness

Devotional: Choosing Peace Over Revenge

Revenge or Forgiveness: Choosing Freedom in Christ. Paul’s letter to the
Romans urges believers not to repay evil with evil but to entrust justice to
God. This freeing command invites us to release our desire for revenge and
embrace the liberty Christ provides.

Forgiveness breaks chains — not only freeing those who receive it but also
liberating those who give it from bitterness and spiritual bondage. Holding on
to anger and grudges is a heavy yoke that hinders our walk with God.

Today, reflect on the freedom Christ offers through forgiveness. When we
forgive, we choose peace over resentment and allow God’s righteousness to
prevail in His perfect timing.
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Day 6: QY The Freedom Found in Forgiveness

Reflect and Apply

1. What burdens do you carry from unforgiveness or anger?

2. How does surrendering the desire for revenge bring freedom to your
soul?

3. In what situations can you choose to overcome evil with good this week?
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Day 6: QY The Freedom Found in Forgiveness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how forgiveness can set you free from past pain.

2. List areas where you struggle to resist holding a grudge.

3. Journal ways you can practice responding with kindness instead of
vengeance.
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Day 6: QY The Freedom Found in Forgiveness

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for setting me free through Your sacrifice. Help me to
relinquish revenge and embrace forgiveness, so I may walk in freedom and
peace. Strengthen me to overcome evil with good and to trust Your justice.
Heal my heart and break every chain of bitterness in my life. May Your Spirit
empower me daily. In Your holy name, Amen. [ii] @ J\
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Day 7: #2 Living a Forgiving Life
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Day 7: ¢ Living a Forgiving Life
Your Verse

Colossians 3:13 NIV - "Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

Supporting Scriptures

« Matthew 6:14 - "For if you forgive other people when they sin against
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.”

e James 5:16 - "Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so
that you may be healed.”
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Day 7: ¢ Living a Forgiving Life

Devotional: Embracing Forgiveness as a Way of Life

Forgiveness as a Lifestyle Rooted in Christ. The Apostle Paul urges believers
to continually 'bear with each other’ and forgive, not as a one-time act but as
an ongoing lifestyle. Living a forgiving life means choosing daily to extend

grace in relationships, reflecting the heart of God and the teachings of Jesus.

True forgiveness brings healing personally and communally. It requires
humility, patience, and dependence on the Holy Spirit. When we forgive, we
participate in God’s healing work on earth and create environments where
grace abides.

As this week concludes, commit to making forgiveness a defining trait of
your life. Rely on God’s strength to cultivate a forgiving heart, offering peace
and restoration not only to others but also to yourself.
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Day 7: ¢ Living a Forgiving Life
Reflect and Apply

1. How can forgiveness become a regular practice in your daily interactions?

2. What practical steps can you take to foster a forgiving heart?

3. How does forgiveness contribute to your spiritual growth and
community health?
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Day 7: ¢ Living a Forgiving Life
Journaling Prompts

1. Write a personal plan for how you will practice forgiveness regularly.

2. Reflect on areas where consistent forgiveness has positively impacted
your life.

3. Journal your feelings and hopes about living a life marked by grace.
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Day 7: ¢ Living a Forgiving Life
Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for teaching me to forgive as You forgive. Help me
to live a life marked by grace, patience, and mercy. Empower me daily
through Your Spirit to extend forgiveness freely and to foster healing in every
relationship. Let my heart be a reflection of Your love, bringing peace to
myself and others. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /2 J\ &
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