Living Fruitfully:
Embracing God’s Patience

Explore God’s patience and call for fruitfulness
through Luke 13:6—9 and related scriptures in this
3-day study on life in Christ.
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Introduction

Welcome to this reflective journey through the Gospels! Here we explore the
profound message of God's patienceand our response to His call, inspired by
the parable of the Unfruitful Fig Tree in Luke 13:6—9. This short but powerful
parable reveals much about God’s heart toward us and the urgency of bearing
fruit in our spiritual lives.

In the story, a man plants a fig tree in his vineyard, expecting fruit. When the
tree does not produce, he considers cutting it down. Yet, the gardener pleads
for more time to nurture it, hoping it will bear fruit. This parable reveals a
tension: God’s immense patience and His righteous expectation for us to live
fruitful lives that honor Him.

God's patience is not permission to remain fruitless. He patiently nurtures us,
giving us opportunities for growth and repentance. But this patience points
to the wake-up call that time is limited, and fruitfulness in our lives is
essential — not just for our own benefit, but to glorify God and impact His
kingdom.

Over the next three days, you will engage with scriptures that deepen your
understanding of fruitfulness, repentance, and God’s loving discipline. Using
the Gospels as our foundation, we will learn how Jesus calls us to remain alive
in Him, bearing spiritual fruit every day. Let this study be a transformational
encounter with God’s grace and holiness that invites, challenges, and
empowers you to live a fruitful, purpose-driven life.
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Let us begin this seeking with open hearts, ready to embrace God’s patient
love and respond with faithful fruitfulness!
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Day 1: £ God’s Patience Exemplified
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Day 1: £ God’s Patience Exemplified

Your Verse

Luke 13:6-9 (NIV) - “A man had a fig tree... ‘Cut it down! Why should it use up
the soil?”

Supporting Scriptures

o 2 Peter 3:9 - “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise... not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

e Romans 24 - “God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance.”
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Day 1: £ God’s Patience Exemplified

Devotional: Embracing God’s Patient and Merciful
Love

God’s patience precedes His judgment. In Luke 13:6-9, the figure of the fig
tree that bears no fruit illustrates those of us who receive God’s grace but have
not yet responded with spiritual growth and transformation. Notice the
gardener’s intercession — he pleads for more time and tends the tree with
care, offering hope that fruit may yet appear.

This story reveals the tender character of God’s patience. He does not give up
on us quickly, even when we fall short or remain unproductive in our spiritual
lives. His waiting is an expression of His mercy, creating space for repentance
and change.

However, God’s patience is not a license for complacency. It carries an implied
warning that time is finite. Bearing fruit is both an expectation and a
necessity; it reflects the health of our relationship with Him and our
commitment to His kingdom purposes.

Today, reflect on God’s patient nurturing in your own life. In what areas might
you be unfruitful? How can you respond to His grace by growing spiritually?
This parable invites us to awaken from spiritual dullness and cooperate with
God’s Spirit for lasting fruit.
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Day 1: £ God’s Patience Exemplified

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I personally experience God’s patience in moments of failure or
slow growth?

2. Am I leaning into God’s kindness toward repentance or taking it for
granted?

3. What specific fruits do I sense God desires to see in my life right now?
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Day 1: £ God’s Patience Exemplified

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when God’s patience gave you a second chance.

2. List areas where you feel spiritually unproductive and pray for growth.

3. Record a prayer asking God to help you cooperate with His nurturing.
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Day 1: £ God’s Patience Exemplified

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your incredible patience and mercy toward
me. Help me to recognize Your grace not as a pass to remain the same, but as
a call to grow and bear fruit in my daily walk. Teach me to be sensitive to Your
Spirit’s work and to respond with repentance and renewed commitment. May
my life reflect Your love and glory, growing ever stronger in faith. In Jesus’

name, Amen. % J\ 3%

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{)]y]{}t Living Fruitfully: Embracing God’s Patience Page 11 of 22

Day 2: @ The Call to Fruitfulness
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HolyJot
Day 2: @ The Call to Fruitfulness

Your Verse
John 15:4-5 (NIV) - “Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can
bear fruit by itself...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 5:22-23 - “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,

forbearance, kindness...”
o Matthew 7:17-18 - “Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit... a good

tree cannot bear bad fruit,”
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Day 2: @ The Call to Fruitfulness

Devotional: Abiding in Christ: The Secret to
Fruitfulness

Jesus’ teaching on the vine and branches gives us vital insight into
fruitfulness. In John 15:4-5, He says, “Remain in me,” highlighting the critical
dependence on His life-giving presence. Without connection to Christ, fruit
will not come no matter how hard we try. The reality of fruitfulness springs
from abiding in Him.

Spiritual fruit is not primarily our effort but God’s work within us. The fruit of
the Spirit described in Galatians 5 includes essential qualities that
demonstrate Christ’s character lived out in us. These fruits bless our
relationships and bring glory to God.

Fruitlessness in the fig tree parable shows what happens when there is
disconnection or neglect — the tree is at risk of removal. God’s call is not
merely to bear fruit but to abide in the One who produces it. This abiding
keeps us secure in His love, strengthens us during trials, and empowers our
witness.

Today, embrace Jesus’ invitation to remain deeply connected with Him. Ask
the Holy Spirit to cultivate His fruit within your heart. Consider the ways you
might be cultivating or hindering your spiritual connection and take
deliberate steps to grow closer to Christ.
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Day 2: @ The Call to Fruitfulness

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it look like for me to 'remain in Christ’ daily?

2. Which fruits of the Spirit are most evident in my life? Which need more
cultivation?

3. How might disconnection from Christ be limiting my spiritual growth?
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Day 2: @ The Call to Fruitfulness

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe moments when you felt deeply connected to Jesus and how it
affected you.

2. Identify habits that help you abide in Christ and areas to improve.

3. Pray specifically for the Holy Spirit to produce fruit in your heart.
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Day 2: @ The Call to Fruitfulness

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your words that teach me how to live fruitfully. Help
me to remain in You daily, drawing strength and life from Your presence.
Remove anything that hinders my connection and allow Your Spirit to
produce love, joy, peace, and other fruits in me. Let my life be a living
testimony that points others to You. In Your holy name, Amen. ‘@ /\ @
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Day 3: @ Responding to God’s Grace
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Day 3: @ Responding to God’s Grace

Your Verse

Hebrews 12:11 (NIV) - “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful...
later produces a harvest of righteousness.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Revelation 3:19 - “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline...”

e Psalm 1:3 - “That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which
yields its fruit in season.”
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Day 3: @ Responding to God’s Grace

Devotional: Embracing God’s Discipline for Righteous
Fruit

God’s patience comes with a call to respond in faith and obedience. Like the
fig tree given extra time, when God’s grace lingers in our lives, it is an
opportunity not to be wasted. Hebrews 12 reminds us that God’s loving
discipline, though sometimes challenging, shapes us to bear a harvest of
righteousness.

This discipline is not punishment but a form of divine training and pruning
that strengthens our faith and makes us more fruitful. It aligns us with God’s
will, purifies our hearts, and increases our reliance on Him.

The tree planted by streams of water, as described in Psalm 1:3, symbolizes
the one who delights in God’s law and meditations — resulting in consistent
fruitfulness. God’s corrective love helps us grow deep roots through trials so
that fruit emerges abundantly and steadfastly.

Today, consider areas where God’s discipline has been working in your life.
How can you embrace His loving correction instead of resisting it? Trust that
God’s patience and discipline are working together to bring forth a fruitful
harvest for His glory.
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Day 3: @ Responding to God’s Grace

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I typically respond to God’s discipline or correction?

2. In what ways has God’s discipline brought growth and fruitfulness to my
life?

3. Am [ willing to be pruned and trained to produce more fruit for His
kingdom?
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Day 3: @ Responding to God’s Grace

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when God’s discipline led to personal or spiritual
growth.

2. List ways you can cultivate a heart open to God’s correction.

3. Pray for grace to accept and learn from God’s loving discipline.
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Day 3: @ Responding to God’s Grace

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for Your loving discipline and the patience You
extend to me. Help me to receive correction with a humble and open heart,
knowing it leads to righteousness and abundant fruit. Train me to walk
faithfully in Your ways and bear fruit that glorifies You. May Your grace
empower me to respond joyfully to Your refining work. In Jesus’ name I pray,

Amen. @ I\ %>
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