Living Ready: The Heart of
the Gospels

Explore the Gospels through the lens of readiness,
embracing Jesus’ imminent return with faithful,
watchful hearts.
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Introduction

The Gospels are the heart of the New Testament, revealing Jesus’ life,
teachings, death, and resurrection. They invite us into a journey of faith
marked by hope and constant readiness. In Luke 12:36—38, Jesus challenges
His followers to live as servants awaiting their master s return, ready to open
the door at any moment. This message echoes through the four accounts of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, emphasizing vigilant trust and joyful
anticipation.

Living with the mindset that Jesus could return tonight changes everything. It
shapes how we value time, prioritize relationships, and engage in service. It
calls us to a faith that is not passive but active and watchful—ready to respond
and rejoice. This study plan invites you to reflect deeply on what it means to
live daily in expectancy, drawing lessons from Jesus’ parables and examples
found in the Gospels.

During these three days, we will:

e Discover the attitude and actions of the servants waiting faithfully.

 Understand the importance of watchfulness and preparedness in our
spiritual walk.

« Embrace the hope and urgency that Jesus’ return brings to our everyday
lives.
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Prepare your heart to be transformed as you dive into Scripture with a
readiness that honors Christ’s promise. Let His words inspire you to live with
joyous anticipation, knowing your Master values your faithfulness deeply. 3%
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Day 1: 3¢ Ready and Waiting

w
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Day 1: ${ Ready and Waiting

Your Verse

Luke 12:36-38 NIV - "be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps

burning, like servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding
banquet.. Blessed are those servants.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 24:44 - "You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will
come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

o Mark 13:33 - "Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will
come.”
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Day 1: ${ Ready and Waiting
Devotional: Faithful Waiting with Lamps Aflame

Luke 12:36-38 portrays the servants poised and alert, ready to welcome the
master home at any moment. Their preparedness is marked by a constant
readiness that doesn’t grow weary—it is alive and active, symbolized through
keeping their lamps burning. This image powerfully reminds us that
Christian life is not about casual faith but about intentional vigilance.

Jesus’ call to be 'dressed ready for service' invites us into a posture of
expectancy. Just as the servants would open immediately when the master
knocked, we are to be spiritually alert, not distracted by worldly cares or
complacency. This readiness stems from love and devotion, driven by the
hope and joyful anticipation of Jesus’ return.

Prayerfully consider what it means to keep your lamp burning. How does
your lifestyle reflect a heart prepared for sudden encounter? The urgency in
Jesus’ teaching is not meant to create fear but to encourage faithfulness,
empowering us to live with purpose and passion every day.
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Day 1: ${ Ready and Waiting
Reflect and Apply

1. How do I currently live with expectancy for Jesus’ return?

2. What are the 'lamps’ in my life that need to stay burning brightly?

3. In what ways might I be distracted or unprepared, and how can I align my
priorities?
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Day 1: ${ Ready and Waiting
Journaling Prompts

1. Describe how you envision being a servant ready for the master’s return.

2. List practical ways you can 'keep your lamp burning’ in daily life.

3. Write about feelings that arise when you imagine Jesus coming tonight.
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Day 1: ${ Ready and Waiting

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, thank You for calling me into a life of watchfulness and hope. Help
me to stay ready and alert, keeping my heart and spirit fueled with Your
presence. Teach me to live today with faithfulness and joy, trusting in Your
perfect timing. May my life shine with readiness, reflecting Your love and
grace to those around me. Strengthen me to keep my lamp burning faithfully.

Amen. f} J\ &%
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Day 2: & Watchfulness in Action
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Day 2: { Watchfulness in Action

Your Verse

Matthew 25:1-13 NIV - Parable of the Ten Virgins, highlighting readiness
through watchtulness.

Supporting Scriptures

o Luke21:36 - "Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to
escape all that is about to happen.”

 Revelation 16:15 - "Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains
clothed.”
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Day 2: { Watchfulness in Action

Devotional: The Power of a Watchful Heart

The Parable of the Ten Virgins in Matthew 25:1-13 complements Jesus’
teaching in Luke by emphasizing the necessity of ongoing watchfulness. Five
virgins prepared well with oil, while five lacked foresight and were left outside
the wedding feast. This story powerfully reveals that readiness requires
action—active, consistent preparation.

Watchtulness is not passive waiting but a dynamic engagement with faith. It
involves prayer, spiritual disciplines, and choices that keep us aligned with
God’s will. The urgency is real since the timing of Jesus’ return remains
unknown. But the promise of blessing rests on those who remain alert and
persevering.

Ask yourself today, how is your watchfulness reflected in your daily routines
and relationships? Are you nurturing your spirit, praying, and seeking God’s
guidance? This is the life that honors the Master — a life of intentional
preparation that fills us with hope and peace.
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Day 2: { Watchfulness in Action

Reflect and Apply

1. What disciplines help me stay spiritually alert and watchful?

2. How does prayer shape my readiness for Christ’s return?

3. In what ways can I encourage others to live watchfully alongside me?
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Day 2: { Watchfulness in Action

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you discerned the importance of being spiritually
prepared.

2. Identify any areas where complacency might have dulled your
watchfulness.

3. List prayers or commitments to deepen your daily spiritual vigilance.
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Day 2: { Watchfulness in Action

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, grant me a watchful heart that eagerly seeks Your presence each
day. Help me to prioritize prayer and spiritual growth, so I don’t miss the
moment You arrive. Fill me with peace and perseverance as I wait faithfully,
and inspire me to encourage others in this readiness. Keep me alert and
dressed for service, ready to welcome You immediately. Amen. J\, & T3
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Day 3: B Joyful Expectation
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Day 3: & Joyful Expectation

Your Verse

John 14:1-3 NIV - Jesus promises to prepare a place and return for His
followers.

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Thessalonians 5:2-6 - "The day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night... But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day
should surprise you like a thiet.”

« Hebrews 10:25 - "Let us not give up meeting together... encouraging one
another.”
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Day 3: B Joyful Expectation

Devotional: Hope That Inspires Joyful Living

Jesus’ promise in John 14:1-3 is a source of profound hope and joy. He assures
us that where He is going, He will come back to receive us to Himself. This
truth transforms the attitude of waiting from anxious anticipation to hopeful,
joyful expectation.

Living with the awareness that Jesus might return tonight does not mean
living in fear but embracing the promise that eternal life awaits those who
believe. Our preparedness culminates in overflowing joy—a joy that inspires
us to live faithfully, love deeply, and serve generously.

The writer of Hebrews encourages believers not to neglect meeting together,
reminding us that encouragement strengthens our resolve to live ready and
watchful lives. It is in community, prayer, and mutual support that our joyful
expectation flourishes.

Let this hope shape your daily walk—motivating you to live purposefully and
love abundantly, fueled by the confident anticipation of Christ’s return.
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Day 3: B Joyful Expectation

Reflect and Apply

1. How does the promise of Jesus’ return affect your daily joy and hope?

2. In what ways can community support your watchfulness and readiness?

3. How might you express your joyful expectation in practical acts of faith?
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Day 3: B Joyful Expectation

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how Jesus’ promise influences your perspective on daily
challenges.

2. Describe the role of Christian community in maintaining your spiritual
alertness.

3. Plan ways to share the hope of Christ’s return with others around you.
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Day 3: B Joyful Expectation

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for the hope and joy found in Jesus’ return. Help
me to live each day with confident expectation, remembering that You
prepare a place for me. Strengthen my faith through fellowship and the
encouragement of others. May my life reflect the joy of salvation and the
readiness to meet You at any moment. Keep me faithful until that glorious

day. Amen. £ L @ N
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