Marriage and Guiding
Children to Love the
Church

Explore how marriage models God's love and leads
children to embrace the church, even amid
challenges and tensions.
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Introduction

Marriage is one of God’s most beautiful gifts — a sacred covenant designed to
reflect His love, grace, and faithfulness. When husbands and wives live out
God’s design, they create a powerful witness to their children, showing them
what love, commitment, and community truly look like.

In our journey through this Bible study, we will discover how marriage not
only strengthens spouses but also plays a vital role in helping children love
the church. Using the guiding passage: "Guide your children to experience
God’s love in community—even amid tension or exclusion,” we will explore
practical ways that marital love invites children into a lifelong relationship
with God’s family, despite difficulties they or the church might face.

Marriage offers a living example of patience, forgiveness, and unity —
qualities essential for any community. Children who witness their parents
navigate disagreements with respect and humility, and who experience the
comfort of consistent love, are better equipped to understand how the church
embodies God’s grace in the world. This plan encourages parents to
intentionally model Christlike love and to address challenges not as walls but
as bridges toward deeper faith and belonging.

Whether you are newly married or years into your journey together, this
study is designed to inspire you to lead your family toward a vibrant, resilient
faith community—one that your children will cherish and call home.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{)ly_](}t Marriage and Guiding Children to Love the Church Page 4 of 45

Day 1: @ The Foundation of Marriage: God’s
Design
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Day 1: @ The Foundation of Marriage: God’s Design

Your Verse

Ephesians 5:25 - "Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Genesis 2:24 - "That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is
united to his wife, and they become one flesh.”

e Colossians 3:14 - And over all these virtues put on love, which binds
them all together in perfect unity.”
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Day 1: @ The Foundation of Marriage: God’s Design

Devotional: Marriage as a Mirror of Christ’s Love

Marriage reflects God’s love for the church. Ephesians 5:25 reveals the
profound picture of a husband’s love mirroring Christ’s sacrificial love for His
people. This sets a foundation not only for healthy marital relationships but
also for the family environment where children first learn about love and
community.

When a marriage is rooted in God’s design—commitment, sacrificial love,
and unity—it paints a faithful portrait of what belonging to God’s family
means. Children observing this learn the heart of community: loyalty,
patience, and forgiveness even amid imperfections and challenges.

Remember, your marriage shapes how your children will understand church
life—its joys and struggles. This day challenges us to embrace God’s blueprint
in marriage as a guide to raising children who love the church authentically.
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Day 1: @ The Foundation of Marriage: God’s Design

Reflect and Apply

1. How does your marriage reflect Christ’s love to your children?

2. In what ways can a unified marriage help children feel secure about
church community?

3. What challenges in marriage might children misunderstand about God’s
church?
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Day 1: @ The Foundation of Marriage: God’s Design

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how your marriage currently reflects God’s design.

2. Describe specific ways your children see love and unity in your marriage.

3. Identify one area where you can grow to better model Christlike love at
home.
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Day 1: @ The Foundation of Marriage: God’s Design

Prayer for Today

Lord, help us build our marriage on Your love and example. May our unity and
sacrifice reflect Christ’s heart for the church. Teach us to lead our children
through our relationship to love Your church fully, even when it’s difficult. In

Jesus’ name, Amen. J\ ¥ ) &>
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Day 2: € Marriage and Facing Challenges
Together
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Day 2: §) Marriage and Facing Challenges Together

Your Verse

Ecclesiastes 4:12 - "Though one may be overpowered, two can defend
themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Corinthians 13:7 - "Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres.”

e James 1:19 - "Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow
to become angry.”
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Day 2: §) Marriage and Facing Challenges Together

Devotional: Strengthening Marriage Through Trials

Every marriage encounters storms, but facing them together strengthens
both the relationship and the family’s spiritual foundation. Ecclesiastes 4:12
reminds us that two united with God form a resilient bond. This unity serves
as a secure refuge for children, teaching them how to handle tension and
conflict within the broader church community.

In marriage, practicing protection, trust, hope, and perseverance (1
Corinthians 13:7) models for children how love sustains through difficulties.
Additionally, James 1:19 guides us to approach conflict with patience and
listening rather than harsh words.

By showing children how to weather struggles lovingly and respectfully in
marriage, you equip them to engage with the church community with grace,
even when they face exclusion or misunderstanding.
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Day 2: §) Marriage and Facing Challenges Together

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you and your spouse respond to conflict, and how might children
interpret this?

2. What lessons about perseverance and hope are you teaching through
your marriage struggles?

3. How can your marriage’s way of handling tension inspire your children’s
view of church community?
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Day 2: §) Marriage and Facing Challenges Together

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a recent challenge you faced in marriage and how you resolved it
together.

2. Write about how your children reacted to any conflict in your home.

3. Plan a step you can take to demonstrate healthier conflict resolution.
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Day 2: §) Marriage and Facing Challenges Together

Prayer for Today

Father, teach us to stand strong together amidst challenges. Help our
marriage become a safe place of hope and protection that guides our children
to trust Your love in community, even in hard times. Amen. (% 2\, €2
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Day 3: £ Building a Home That Reflects
Church
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Day 3: { Building a Home That Reflects Church

Your Verse

Acts 2:46-47 - "Every day they continued to meet together... praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 133:1 - "THow good and pleasant it is when God's people live
together in unity!”

e Hebrews 10:24-25 - "Let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.”
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Day 3: { Building a Home That Reflects Church

Devotional: Creating a Family Fellowship

Your home is a micro-church where children first experience community;.
Acts 2:46-47 shows us the early church’s lifestyle—regular fellowship, praise,
and favor. Cultivating these elements at home prepares children to love the
broader church community:.

Psalm 133:1 celebrates unity—a vital ingredient in homes and churches alike.
When children see parents encouraging one another, forgiving, and
supporting, they learn the warmth and joy that church community offers.

Hebrews 10:24-25 calls believers to motivate each other to love and good
deeds. When modeled daily at home, this spurs children to desire and
participate in the living body of Christ, understanding that challenges will not
exclude them but invite growth.
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Day 3: { Building a Home That Reflects Church

Reflect and Apply

1. What aspects of church community do you intentionally model in your
home?

2. How does your home environment nurture unity and encouragement?

3. In what ways can you help your children connect church teachings with
everyday family life?
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Day 3: { Building a Home That Reflects Church

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe the ways your family gathers and praises God together.

2. Write about a recent moment when your family encouraged one another.

3. Identify simple habits to make your home more like a welcoming
fellowship.
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Day 3: { Building a Home That Reflects Church

Prayer for Today

Lord, make our home a reflection of Your church—a place of unity, praise, and
encouragement that draws our children closer to You and Your family. Give us
wisdom to cultivate love that withstands trials. Amen. (Y @ J\ &
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Day 4: ) Listening and Responding in
Marriage
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Day 4: () Listening and Responding in Marriage

Your Verse

James 1:19 - "Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Proverbs 15:1 - A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs
up anger.”

 Ephesians 4:2-3 - "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love.”
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Day 4: () Listening and Responding in Marriage

Devotional: Communicating Grace in Marriage

Effective communication is a cornerstone of strong marriage and loving
community. James 1:19 directs us to listen more than we speak and to control
anger. Modeling these behaviors helps children understand the grace and
patience needed to participate in any community, including the church.

Proverbs 15:1 highlights the power of gentle answers to diffuse tension,
further equipping children to engage kindly with others when they face
conflict or exclusion.

Ephesians 4:2-3 emphasizes humility, gentleness, patience, and love—
qualities parents can demonstrate in their marriage and encourage their
children to embrace in church relationships, helping them experience God’s
love in community faithfully.
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Day 4: () Listening and Responding in Marriage

Reflect and Apply

1. How well do you and your spouse practice listening and gentle
responses?

2. What impact does your communication style have on your children’s
view of relationships?

3. How can you model patience and humility to help your children navigate
church tensions?
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Day 4: () Listening and Responding in Marriage

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a recent moment when listening helped resolve a conflict.

2. Reflect on your speaking habits—are they gentle and loving?

3. Plan an action to improve communication in your marriage this week.
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Day 4: () Listening and Responding in Marriage

Prayer for Today

Jesus, teach us to listen deeply and speak gently in our marriage, reflecting
Your heart. May our example guide our children to receive and extend grace,
even when church community feels difficult. Amen. () @ %3 /)
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Day 5: £ Growing Together Spiritually
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Day 5: £ Growing Together Spiritually

Your Verse

Colossians 2:6-7 - "Continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in

him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Deuteronomy 6:6-7 - "Impress them on your children... talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road.”

o Psalm 784 - "We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell
the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord.”
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Day 5: £ Growing Together Spiritually

Devotional: Rooted in Faith as a Family

Marriage united in Christ serves as fertile soil for spiritual growth—for
spouses and children alike. Colossians 2:6-7 exhorts believers to remain
deeply rooted and built up in faith, overflowing with thankfulness. Parents
who grow spiritually together create an environment where children witness
the vitality of a faith-filled marriage.

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 calls parents to intentionally teach God’s commands
daily, grounding children in His word through regular conversation and
example. Psalm 78:4 reminds us to share God’s works with the next
generation, nurturing their love for God’s people and church identity.

Through united spiritual growth, parents model how church and family faith
intertwine, helping children embrace God’s love in community—especially
when challenges arise.
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Day 5: £ Growing Together Spiritually

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you and your spouse grow spiritually together?

2. In what ways do you intentionally teach and discuss faith with your
children?

3. How does your family share and celebrate God’s faithfulness?
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Day 5: £ Growing Together Spiritually

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe your current spiritual routines as a couple and family.

2. Write about a meaningful faith conversation you had with your children
recently.

3. Plan a new way to share God’s story with your family this week.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]y](}t Marriage and Guiding Children to Love the Church Page 33 of 45

Day 5: £ Growing Together Spiritually

Prayer for Today

Father, root our marriage deeply in You and help us overflow with faith and
thankfulness. Empower us to guide our children to know and love the church,

even when it’s challenging. Amen. £ [ /\ &
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Day 6: < Forgiveness: The Heart of
Marriage and Church
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Day 6:  Forgiveness: The Heart of Marriage and Church

Your Verse

Colossians 3:13 - "Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you
has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

Supporting Scriptures

« Matthew 6:14 - "For if you forgive other people when they sin against
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.”

 Ephesians 4:32 - "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
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Day 6:  Forgiveness: The Heart of Marriage and Church

Devotional: Living Forgiveness Daily

Forgiveness is essential in both marriage and church community. Colossians
3:13 calls believers to bear with one another and forgive just as Christ forgave
us. When spouses consistently practice forgiveness, they teach children the
power of grace and restoration.

Matthew 6:14 and Ephesians 4:32 reinforce the necessity of kindness and
mercy. Children observe how forgiveness heals wounds, restores
relationships, and sustains community despite hurts or exclusion.

By weaving forgiveness deeply into your marriage, you create a living
example that prepares children to cherish the church as a place of mercy and
belonging, helping them persevere through challenges.
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Day 6:  Forgiveness: The Heart of Marriage and Church

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you practice forgiveness in your marriage and family?

2. What barriers to forgiveness might your children observe or experience?

3. How can your example of grace encourage your children’s love for the
church?
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Day 6:  Forgiveness: The Heart of Marriage and Church

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time you experienced or extended forgiveness in your marriage.

2. Write about how forgiveness impacted your children’s understanding of
community.

3. Identify a step to grow in forgiveness personally or as a couple.
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Day 6:  Forgiveness: The Heart of Marriage and Church

Prayer for Today

Lord, fill our hearts with forgiveness and kindness. Help us model Your mercy
in marriage, teaching our children to extend grace and remain rooted in Your
church family. Amen. < 9 /J\,
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Day 7: 3% Leading Children to Embrace
Church Love
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Day 7: $%& Leading Children to Embrace Church Love

Your Verse

John 13:35 - "By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.”

Supporting Scriptures

o 1John 4:7 - "Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from
God.”

o Romans 12:10 - "Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another
above yourselves.”
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Day 7: $& Leading Children to Embrace Church Love

Devotional: Modeling Love to Draw Children In

Ultimately, marriage should project God’s love in a way that guides children
into the heart of the church. John 13:35 reveals that love among believers is the
defining mark of discipleship. When children see this love demonstrated
powerfully in their home through marriage, they develop a desire to
experience God's love in the church community—even amid tension or
exclusion.

1]John 4:7 reminds us that love originates from God and calls us to extend it
authentically. Romans 12:10 encourages devotion and honoring one another,
traits children need to see lived out both at home and within the church.

As parents, we have a sacred responsibility to lead our children by example
and guidance, inviting them to embrace the church as their spiritual family,
nourished by the unconditional love they witness from God’s design in
marriage.
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Day 7: $%& Leading Children to Embrace Church Love

Reflect and Apply

1. How does your marriage testify of God’s love to your children?

2. What steps can you take to help your children experience church love
more deeply?

3. How can your family respond to church tensions in a way that inspires
belonging?
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Day 7: $%& Leading Children to Embrace Church Love

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on how your marriage shows love that points to Christ.

2. Write about your hopes for your children’s relationship with the church.

3. Create a prayer or commitment to lead your family in loving the church.
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Day 7: $& Leading Children to Embrace Church Love

Prayer for Today

Dear God, let our marriage be a beacon of Your love, guiding our children to
know and embrace Your church as their family. May they learn to love and
persevere in community, reflecting Your heart always. Amen. 3% @ J\, J\
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