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📖 Introduction
The story of the Good Samaritan from Luke 10:25–37 challenges our
understanding of love, mercy, and true religion. In this parable, Jesus
responds to a question about inheriting eternal life by illustrating how loving
one’s neighbor is the essence of God’s law. While most focus on the
Samaritan's compassion, we pause here to reflect deeply on the roles of the
priest and the Levite, who passed by the wounded man without helping.

These religious leaders, steeped in law and tradition, represent a faith that
risked no discomfort yet missed the profound heart of God. Their actions (or
inactions) reveal a crucial lesson: religion devoid of mercy is an empty ritual.
It warns us against a faith that prioritizes rules over relationships and form
over heart.

Jesus’ parable remains powerfully relevant today. It invites believers to
examine whether our religious practices genuinely express God’s love and
compassion or merely maintain appearances. True faith, as exemplified by
the Good Samaritan, moves beyond protocol to meet people in their deepest
need, extending grace freely and sacrificially.

Through this 3-day study, we will explore these themes, focusing particularly
on the priest and Levite's perspective and what their actions reveal about
religion without mercy. We will uncover how mercy is central to God's heart,
how Jesus modeled compassion that surpassed boundaries, and how we can
cultivate a mercy-filled faith in our own lives.
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Day 1: 🕊  Understanding the Priest and
Levite's Passage
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Your Verse
Luke 10:25-37 - "But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And
who is my neighbor?’" (Luke 10:29)

Supporting Scriptures
Matthew 23:23 - "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees...You
have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy
and faithfulness."
Isaiah 1:11-17 - "Stop bringing meaningless offerings!...Learn to do right;
seek justice, encourage the oppressed."
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Devotional: When Religion Ignores Mercy, It Misses
God’s Heart
Often, religious leaders like the priest and Levite are seen as faithful servants
of God. Yet, in this parable, they pass by a man in desperate need. Their
actions may shock us—but why did they choose to ignore the wounded man?
Their behavior reveals a faith constrained by rules and a focus on ritual purity
rather than active mercy.

In the cultural context, touching a severely wounded man might lead to ritual
impurity, disqualifying them from duties at the temple. But Jesus highlights
that such concern for laws missed the command to love one’s neighbor. God
desires mercy over sacrifice, echoing the prophet Hosea’s call to “love mercy,
not sacrifice” (Hosea 6:6).

This challenges us to reflect on our own faith practices. Are we like the priest
and Levite, prioritizing rules over needs? Or do we embody the mercy God
demands? True religion recognizes that mercy is never optional—it is the
heart of God’s law.

Let this truth shape your view of faith this day: religion without mercy misses
the very heart of God.
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Reflect and Apply
�. What reasons might the priest and Levite have had for passing by the

wounded man?

�. In what ways might your own faith focus more on rules than mercy?

�. How can you cultivate a balance between reverence for God and
compassionate action?

�. What does this passage teach about what God values most in our spiritual
lives?

Day 1: 🕊  Understanding the Priest and Levite's Passage

Mercy Beyond Ritual: Lessons from the Good Samaritan Page 7 of 24

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Mercy Beyond Ritual: Lessons from the Good Samaritan Page 8 of 24

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Journaling Prompts
�. Describe a time when following religious rules made you hesitant to help

someone in need.

�. Write about what mercy means to you personally and why it is important.

�. Reflect on areas of your life where you might be prioritizing ritual over
compassion.
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Prayer for Today
Dear Heavenly Father, today I ask for a heart that sees beyond rituals and right
actions to the people who need mercy. Help me not to become like the priest
or Levite who passed by when help was needed. Teach me to live out a faith
overflowing with compassion. May I reflect Your love and mercy in every
decision and interaction. Open my eyes to those who are hurting, and
empower me to respond with kindness and courage. In Jesus' name, Amen.
🙏💖🌿
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Day 2: 💓 Embracing Mercy as True Religion
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Your Verse
Luke 10:33-35 - "But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was;
and when he saw him, he took pity on him." (Luke 10:33)

Supporting Scriptures
James 2:13 - "Mercy triumphs over judgment."
Micah 6:8 - "What does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love
mercy..."
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Devotional: Mercy Reveals God’s True Religion
The contrast in Luke’s parable is striking. The Samaritan, a despised outsider,
embodies the mercy the religious leaders lack. His compassion breaks
cultural and ethnic barriers, showing us that God’s mercy transcends human
boundaries.

True religion is not about maintaining distance or purity; it is about taking
risks to extend love. Jesus calls us to a faith that moves beyond passive
observation into generous action—mercifully binding wounds, providing for
needs, and going the extra mile.

Mercy is the language God speaks through us—a living demonstration of His
love on earth. When we show mercy, we participate in God’s redemptive work
in a broken world.

Reflect today on how mercy might reshape your understanding of religion
and your daily walk. Are you willing to step outside of comfort and ritual to
serve those who need you most?
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Reflect and Apply
�. How does the Samaritan’s action redefine what it means to be religious?

�. Where might God be calling you to show mercy, even if it’s
uncomfortable?

�. How do cultural or personal biases affect your willingness to serve
others?

�. In what ways can mercy be a witness to God’s love in your community?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about someone you find hard to love or help like the Samaritan did.

�. List practical ways you can show mercy in your neighborhood this week.

�. Describe how showing mercy has affected your own faith journey.
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Prayer for Today
Lord Jesus, teach me to love like the Good Samaritan—to see beyond labels
and fears and extend genuine mercy. Help me to live a faith that moves me
into action, serving those in need with a willing heart. Break down the walls
that keep me distant, and fill me with Your compassion. May my life reflect
Your true religion: one marked by kindness, grace, and love. Amen. 💞✨🙏
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Day 3: 🌿 Living Mercy in a Religious World
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Your Verse
Matthew 9:12-13 - "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick...Go
and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’" (Matthew 9:12-13)

Supporting Scriptures
Hebrews 13:16 - "Do not forget to do good and to share with others, for
with such sacrifices God is pleased."
1 John 3:17-18 - "If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother in
need but has no pity...how can the love of God be in that person?"
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Devotional: Choose Mercy as the Heart of Your Faith
As followers of Christ, we live in a world where religion can easily become
empty tradition. The priest and Levite’s failure warns us that religion lacks
value if it does not express itself through mercy. Jesus’ own ministry
emphasized this truth: mercy and action before ritual.

Living mercy requires intentional choice—it means prioritizing love over
convenience or expectation. It compels us to break religious norms when
they constrain compassion and to seek ways to serve sacrificially.

“I desire mercy, not sacrifice” reveals that God values the heart behind our
actions, not just outward observance. When we respond to others’ needs, we
align ourselves with God’s kingdom.

Today, reflect on how you can make mercy the cornerstone of your faith. Let
it transform your religious life into an authentic reflection of God's heart.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How can you ensure mercy remains central in your daily religious

practice?

�. What are some challenges in living out mercy within religious
communities?

�. How does God’s desire for mercy influence your view of justice and
sacrifice?
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�. In what situations might mercy require you to go beyond what is
comfortable or expected?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Reflect on a recent time when you had to choose mercy over tradition or

convenience.

�. Write about ways your faith community can better embody mercy.

�. Create a personal plan for practicing mercy in your relationships this
month.
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Prayer for Today
Gracious God, help me to live a faith marked by mercy, not just rituals. Teach
me to put compassion first and to see every person through Your eyes. May
my actions reveal Your love and bring healing to those in need. Empower me
to be Your hands and feet, living out the mercy You desire. In Jesus’ name,
Amen. 🌸🤲❤ 
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💌 A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we’d love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you’ll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

📚 100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life
📱 Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
��� �  Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches
✍  Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
🤝 A place to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

🎁 Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

👉 Visit Now:

📌 www.HolyJot.com
📌 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

💬 We’d love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

💬 Connect with us at:
Facebook • Instagram • YouTube • TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.
Please keep it intact so the full study and credits remain.

© 2025 HolyJot LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Where God’s Word Meets Your Daily Life
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