Mercy, Justice, and Grace
in the Gospels

Explore the story of the woman caught in adultery,
uncovering themes of mercy;, justice, and life-
transforming grace in the Gospels.
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Introduction

The Gospels present the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, revealing the
profound message of God's mercy;, justice, and grace. One of the most
powerful narratives that encapsulate these themes is the story of the woman
caught in adultery, found in John 8:1-11. This encounter highlights how Jesus
navigates the tension between upholding God's law and offering compassion
to those broken by it.

In this story, the religious leaders bring a woman accused of adultery before
Jesus, seeking to test Him. The law demanded harsh punishment, yet Jesus
lovingly confronts the situation with wisdom and grace, challenging all
present with the call to self-examination and mercy. His words, "Let any one
of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her,” resonate across
centuries, inviting us into a space where justice is tempered with forgiveness.

Throughout this 7-day study, we will carefully explore the Gospel narratives
surrounding mercy, justice, and grace, focusing especially on John 8:1-11. We
will seek to understand how Jesus' example transforms lives and challenges
our own hearts and actions. You will be invited to reflect deeply on God's
character, the implications for our daily walk, and how His grace empowers
us to extend mercy to others.

Join this journey with an open heart and mind. Together, let us discover the
life-changing power of grace as shown through Jesus’ compassionate
ministry and consider how these truths can shape our relationships, our
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justice, and our faith. May this study inspire you to embody the love and
forgiveness that Jesus models so perfectly.
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Day 1: [_] Encounter with Mercy
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Day 1: [[] Encounter with Mercy

Your Verse

John 8:1-11 - Jesus stood up and said to them, "Let any one of you who is
without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 103:8 - "The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger,
abounding in love.’

o Micah 6:8 - "Love mercy and walk humbly with your God.
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Day 1: [[] Encounter with Mercy

Devotional: Jesus Illustrates True Mercy

Today's passage introduces us to a profound moment of divine mercy in the
life of Jesus. The woman caught in adultery was facing a deadly judgment, yet
Jesus responds not with condemnation but with a call to self-reflection and
compassion. His challenge, "Let any one of you who is without sin be the first
to throw a stone at her," reveals His understanding that none of us are without
sin, and thus none are in a position to condemn others.

Mercy is not about ignoring justice, but rather about recognizing our own
imperfections and extending grace. Jesus' mercy offers a path to healing and
restoration instead of punishment and death. This encounter invites us to
examine how we show mercy in our own lives. Do we rush to judge, or do we
pause and remember our own need for grace?

Reflect on the compassionate nature of God, who is "compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love” (Psalm 103:8). His mercy is
available to all who turn to Him, and through Jesus, that mercy becomes a
model for how we interact with others.
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Day 1: [[] Encounter with Mercy

Reflect and Apply

1. How does Jesus’ response challenge your usual reaction to wrongdoing?

2. In what ways have you experienced mercy when you deserved
judgment?

3. What does it mean to approach others with mercy without disregarding
justice?
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Day 1: [[] Encounter with Mercy

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you received unexpected mercy.

2. Reflect on how Jesus’ words in John 8:7 challenge your attitude toward
others' mistakes.

3.Journal prayers asking God to help you be more merciful in daily
situations.
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Day 1: [[] Encounter with Mercy

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your limitless mercy and grace. Help me to see others
through Your eyes, to hold back judgment, and to offer compassion just as
Jesus did. Teach me to walk humbly before You and to remember my own
need for forgiveness. May Your Spirit guide me in extending mercy that
reflects Your love and transforms relationships. In Jesus’name, Amen. & J\

N 4

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

4 Holy_]()t Mercy, Justice, and Grace in the Gospels Page 11 of 46

Day 2: 88 Understanding Divine Justice
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Day 2: 8B Understanding Divine Justice

Your Verse

Romans 3:23-24 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and

all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by
Christ Jesus.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Deuteronomy 32:4 - 'He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his
ways are just.”

e Isaiah 30:18 - "The LORD wiaits to be gracious to you, and therefore he
exalts himself to show mercy to you.”
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Day 2: 8B Understanding Divine Justice

Devotional: Justice Rooted in Righteousness and
Grace

Justice is a foundational characteristic of God. He is perfectly just, as reflected
in all His works. Yet divine justice does not exist alone; it is intertwined with
mercy and grace. In the story of the woman caught in adultery, we see this
tension clearly. The law demanded punishment, but God’s justice,
exemplified in Jesus, reveals a higher righteousness — one that satisfies
justice while extending grace.

Romans 3:23-24

Understanding divine justice helps us appreciate why Jesus did not dismiss
the law but fulfilled it through grace. Our challenge is to embody justice that
upholds truth and mercy that restores, reflecting the heart of God.
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Day 2: 8B Understanding Divine Justice

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing all have sinned influence your view of justice?

2. In what ways does Jesus’ sacrifice bridge the gap between justice and
mercy?

3. How can you practice justice and mercy in your community?
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Day 2: 8B Understanding Divine Justice

Journaling Prompts

1. Explore your understanding of justice before and after knowing Christ.

2. Write about how grace has influenced your sense of fairness and
judgment.

3. List ways you can balance standing for truth with showing mercy.
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Day 2: 8B Understanding Divine Justice

Prayer for Today

Father, You are perfectly just and endlessly merciful. Help me to understand
Your justice as it was revealed through Jesus — a justice that upholds truth
and extends grace. Teach me to live in a way that honors Your righteousness
while embracing Your compassion. Empower me to act justly and love mercy
in every interaction. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 88 J\ &
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Day 3: € Grace That Transforms
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Day 3: @ Grace That Transforms

Your Verse

Ephesians 2:8-9 - 'For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and

this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one
can boast.’

Supporting Scriptures

e Titus 2:11 - 'For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all
people.”

« 2 Corinthians 12:9 - ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.’
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Day 3: @ Grace That Transforms

Devotional: Grace Changes Lives Deeply

This day focuses on grace — the unearned favor God extends to us through
Jesus Christ. The story of the woman in John 8 exemplifies grace in action:
despite her sin, she was met with kindness rather than condemnation. This
grace offers not only forgiveness but the power to change.

Ephesians 2:8-9

When we embrace grace, we are called to become agents of that same grace to
others. It shifts our perspective from judgment to restoration, from
punishment to hope. Grace invites us to walk in freedom, demonstrating the
life-changing love of Christ to all.
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Day 3: @ Grace That Transforms

Reflect and Apply

1. How has God’s grace transformed your life personally?

2. What obstacles might keep you from fully embracing God’s grace?

3. How can you extend grace to those who have wronged you?
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Day 3: @ Grace That Transforms

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about moments when grace changed your perspective.

2. Reflect on areas where you need to receive more grace yourself.

3. List practical ways to show grace to others this week.
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Day 3: @ Grace That Transforms

Prayer for Today

Lord, Your grace is the power that transforms my heart. Thank You for freely
giving what I cannot earn. Help me to live in the fullness of Your grace and
extend it abundantly to those around me. When I fail, remind me of Your
forgiveness and restore my hope. Use me to be a vessel of Your transformative
love. In Jesus’ name, Amen. € 3% J\
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Day 4: £ The Power of Forgiveness
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Day 4: 2 The Power of Forgiveness

Your Verse

Matthew 18:21-22 - 'Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-
seven times.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 3:13 - ‘Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of
you has a grievance against someone.’

o Luke 6:37 - 'Forgive, and you will be forgiven.’
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Day 4: 2 The Power of Forgiveness

Devotional: Forgiveness Reflects God’s Heart

Forgiveness is a central theme in Jesus’ ministry and is powerfully
demonstrated in the story of the woman caught in adultery. By refusing to
condemn her, Jesus offers a forgiveness that liberates and invites change.

Matthew 18:21-22

Forgiveness does not ignore wrongdoing but refuses to let sin define
relationships. It releases us from anger’s prison and opens pathways for
renewal. This is the power of grace at work — transforming hearts, freeing
souls, and reflecting the kingdom of God here on earth.
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Day 4: 2 The Power of Forgiveness

Reflect and Apply

1.1s there someone you find difficult to forgive? Why?

2. How does receiving forgiveness from God help you forgive others?

3. What fears or barriers prevent you from offering genuine forgiveness?
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Day 4: 2 The Power of Forgiveness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you struggled to forgive and how you overcame it.

2. List people you need to forgive and pray for the strength to do so.

3. Reflect on how forgiveness impacts your relationship with God.
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Day 4: 2 The Power of Forgiveness

Prayer for Today

Jesus, You showed perfect forgiveness on the cross. Teach me to forgive as
You have forgiven me, even when it is hard. Heal my heart from bitterness and
replace it with love and compassion. Help me release those who have hurt me
and walk in freedom and peace. May Your forgiveness flow through me to
others. In Your holy name, Amen. 2 @& J\
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Day 5: () Wisdom in Grace and Truth
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Day 5: () Wisdom in Grace and Truth

Your Verse

John 1:14 - "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We

have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 3:5-6 - 'Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding.’

e James 1.5 - 'If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God.’
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Day 5: () Wisdom in Grace and Truth

Devotional: Balancing Grace with Truth Wisdom

The story of the woman caught in adultery shows Jesus' wisdom as He
balances grace with truth. He does not dismiss the law but gently exposes the
hypocrisy of the accusers and offers a path to repentance, not just escape
from judgment. Jesus embodies grace and truth simultaneously.

John 114

Applying this wisdom means discerning how to uphold God's truth while
extending grace. It calls for humility and dependence on God’s guidance,
especially when situations are complex or challenging.
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Day 5: () Wisdom in Grace and Truth

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you balance grace and truth in your own life?

2. When have you struggled to be both loving and honest?

3. What steps can you take to seek God’s wisdom daily?
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Day 5: () Wisdom in Grace and Truth

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a situation where grace and truth needed to be balanced.

2. Wrrite a prayer asking God for wisdom in difficult relationships.

3. List ways you can practice humility and seek God’s guidance.
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Day 5: () Wisdom in Grace and Truth

Prayer for Today

Father, You are the source of all wisdom and understanding. Help me to walk
in the grace and truth that Jesus modeled perfectly. Teach me to respond with
love and honesty, showing Your heart in every situation. When faced with
difficult choices, guide my thoughts and actions by Your Spirit. In Christ’s

name, Amen. ) J\,[]
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Day 6: £ New Life in Christ
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Day 6: £ New Life in Christ

Your Verse

2 Corinthians 5:17 - "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come. The old has gone, the new is here!’

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 6:4 - 'We were therefore buried with him through baptism into

death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead, we too may
live a new life.

e Galatians 2:20 - 'l have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but
Christ lives in me.’
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Day 6: £ New Life in Christ

Devotional: Grace Brings New Beginnings

Grace not only forgives but also transforms, giving us new life in Christ. The
woman caught in adultery was given a second chance to live differently —
encouraged to "leave your life of sin.” This invitation points to the powerful
renewal that follows grace.

2 Corinthians 5:17

This new life empowers us to grow in holiness, reflect God’s character, and
walk in freedom every day.
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Day 6: £ New Life in Christ

Reflect and Apply

1. What old habits or sins are you ready to leave behind?

2. How does being a new creation’ change your identity?

3. What practical steps can you take to live out your new life in Christ?
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Day 6: £ New Life in Christ

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how grace has given you a fresh start.

2. Reflect on ways God is renewing your heart today.

3. List commitments you want to make to live fully in new life.
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Day 6: £ New Life in Christ

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for making me a new creation in Christ. Help me to leave
behind what holds me back and to fully embrace the new life You offer.
Strengthen me to live in freedom and holiness, reflecting Your love and grace
daily. May Your Spirit empower me to walk this new path confidently. In

Jesus’name, Amen. & #2 ()
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Day 7: < Living Out Grace and Mercy
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Day 7: < Living Out Grace and Mercy

Your Verse

James 2:13 - ‘Mercy triumphs over judgment.’

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 5:7 - ‘Blessed are the mercitul, for they will be shown mercy.’

e Hebrews 13:2 - ‘Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so
doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.”
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Day 7: < Living Out Grace and Mercy

Devotional: Active Mercy in Daily Life

As we conclude this study, we are reminded that God's grace and mercy are
not just theological concepts but forces that should shape our actions. James
213

The example of Jesus in John 8 challenges us to see every person through the
lens of grace. We are invited to practice mercy actively — reaching out to
those in need, forgiving offenses, and welcoming the stranger.

Living out grace and mercy transforms communities and reflects the heart of
God to the world. As we go forward, let us commit to embodying this love,
becoming agents of healing and peace wherever we are.
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Day 7: < Living Out Grace and Mercy

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you currently show mercy in your daily life?

2. In what ways can you be more intentional about extending grace to
others?

3. What challenges might you face in living out mercy, and how can you
overcome them?
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Day 7: < Living Out Grace and Mercy

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a new way you can practice mercy this week.

2. Reflect on how extending grace has impacted your relationships.

3. Pray for opportunities to be a blessing through acts of kindness.
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Day 7: < Living Out Grace and Mercy

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, thank You for Your abundant mercy towards me. Help me to
live out that mercy each day by showing grace to those around me. Open my
eyes to the needs of others and give me a heart willing to forgive, serve, and
love. May my life be a reflection of Your transforming grace. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. QO @ J\
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