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📖 Introduction
Understanding Obedience and Divine Judgment in Scripture

The Bible often presents us with challenging narratives that reveal deep
truths about God’s character and His expectations of His people. One such
profound story is that of the Amalekites and King Saul’s disobedience to God’s
explicit command. The Amalekites were a longstanding enemy of Israel, and
God instructed King Saul through the prophet Samuel to utterly destroy them
as a demonstration of divine judgment and holiness.

This command was not an act of vengeance but rather a decisive action to
uphold purity and justice among the people of Israel. However, Saul’s failure
to fully carry out God’s command, sparing King Agag and the best of the
livestock, reflects a larger issue of partial obedience and misplaced priorities.
His disobedience led to severe consequences and offers us a crucial lesson
about the importance of following God completely.

Throughout this study, we will examine the key events and principles
connected to this story, especially from 1 Samuel 15. We will explore what
obedience means in the context of God’s commands, how disobedience
affects our relationship with God, and the nature of divine judgment. This
study encourages believers to consider the seriousness of God’s word, the call
to full obedience, and trust in His righteous plans—even when difficult to
understand.
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As we dive into this challenging yet illuminating passage, let us open our
hearts, ready to learn, reflect, and apply God’s truths about obedience,
judgment, and faithfulness.
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Day 1: ✨ God’s Command and Purpose
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Your Verse
1 Samuel 15:1-3 NIV "Samuel said to Saul, 'This is what the Lord Almighty
says...'"

Supporting Scriptures
Deuteronomy 25:17-19 - 'Remember what Amalek did to you on the
journey...'
Exodus 17:8-16 - 'The LORD said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll...”'

Day 1: ✨ God’s Command and Purpose
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Devotional: Understanding God's Command to Saul
God’s command to destroy the Amalekites was a serious and specific
instruction. In 1 Samuel 15:1-3, through the prophet Samuel, God commands
King Saul to completely obliterate the Amalekites, including their king,
livestock, and possessions. This was not a random act of cruelty but a divine
judgment on a people who had previously opposed Israel and shown deep
hostility.

The story traces back to Exodus, where Amalek attacked the Israelites shortly
after their escape from Egypt (Exodus 17:8-16). God had promised to
remember Amalek’s actions and bring justice. By commanding complete
destruction, God aimed to protect His people and uphold holiness.

Reflecting on this, we realize God's commands have clear purposes—justice,
protection, and reminding His people about the seriousness of sin and
rebellion. As believers, understanding the context of God’s commands helps
us trust in His sovereign plan, even when the instructions seem difficult.

Day 1: ✨ God’s Command and Purpose
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Reflect and Apply
�. Why do you think God commanded total destruction of the Amalekites?

�. How does understanding God’s justice shape your view of difficult
commands?

�. In what ways can God's judgment be an expression of His holiness and
protection?

Day 1: ✨ God’s Command and Purpose
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time when you struggled to understand a difficult

command or instruction from God.

�. Reflect on the importance of remembering past lessons in your spiritual
journey.

�. Consider how the concept of holiness influences your daily choices.

Day 1: ✨ God’s Command and Purpose

Obedience and Judgment: Lessons from Saul and the Amalekites Page 9 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Prayer for Today
Lord, help me to trust Your commands, even when they are hard to
understand. Teach me to see your justice and holiness at work in all You
instruct. Give me a heart that seeks to obey fully and relies on Your wisdom.
May I remember Your faithfulness and learn from Your ways. Guide me to
walk in Your truth and reflect Your holiness every day. Amen. 🙏📖✨

Day 1: ✨ God’s Command and Purpose
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Day 2: ⚠  Saul’s Partial Obedience
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Your Verse
1 Samuel 15:7-9 NIV "Saul and the army spared King Agag and the best of the
sheep..."

Supporting Scriptures
Isaiah 1:19-20 - 'If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good
things...'
Proverbs 21:3 - 'To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the
Lord than sacrifice.'

Day 2: ⚠  Saul’s Partial Obedience
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Devotional: The Danger of Partial Obedience
Saul’s decision to spare King Agag and the best livestock reveals a critical
failure. Instead of complete obedience, Saul chose compromise, likely trying
to please his people or benefit materially. However, God values total
obedience above partial compliance.

Isaiah reminds us that willingness and obedience are the keys to receiving
God's blessings (Isaiah 1:19-20). Partial obedience can be a form of
disobedience, and it diminishes the relationship between God and His
people.

Saul’s story warns us of the dangers in compromising God’s commands for
personal gain or public approval. Regardless of our intentions, God desires
our whole heart and complete surrender.

Day 2: ⚠  Saul’s Partial Obedience
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Reflect and Apply
�. Have you ever compromised in obedience to God? What was the

outcome?

�. How can partial obedience affect your spiritual journey?

�. What motivates you to obey God fully instead of partially?

Day 2: ⚠  Saul’s Partial Obedience
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Journaling Prompts
�. Identify areas in your life where you might be offering God partial

obedience.

�. Write about the feelings you experience when you choose to obey God
completely.

�. Consider how peer pressure or personal desires influence your
obedience.

Day 2: ⚠  Saul’s Partial Obedience
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Prayer for Today
Father, convict my heart of areas where I offer You only partial obedience.
Help me to surrender fully and trust Your perfect plans. Teach me to honor
You in everything, not just when it’s convenient or beneficial. May my
obedience be whole and pleasing in Your sight. Strengthen me to follow You
wholeheartedly. Amen. 🙌🙏💡

Day 2: ⚠  Saul’s Partial Obedience

Obedience and Judgment: Lessons from Saul and the Amalekites Page 16 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Day 3: 💬 Samuel’s Rebuke to Saul
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Your Verse
1 Samuel 15:10-23 NIV "Samuel said to Saul, 'Does the Lord delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices...?'"

Supporting Scriptures
Micah 6:8 - 'He has shown you, O mortal, what is good...'
1 John 5:3 - 'This is love for God: to obey his commands...'

Day 3: 💬 Samuel’s Rebuke to Saul
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Devotional: Obedience is Better Than Sacrifice
Samuel’s rebuke to Saul highlights a timeless spiritual principle: obedience is
more valuable than ritual sacrifices. In verses 22-23, Samuel declares that
God desires obedience over offerings, emphasizing that rebellion is like the
sin of witchcraft.

True devotion to God is demonstrated through wholehearted obedience, not
merely external acts or rituals. God's commands are designed to protect His
people and glorify Him. When we disobey, we break fellowship and hinder
God’s work in our lives.

Similarly, Micah 6:8 summarizes what God requires: to act justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with Him. This passage challenges us to evaluate the
sincerity of our obedience beyond mere appearances.

Day 3: 💬 Samuel’s Rebuke to Saul
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Reflect and Apply
�. What does obedience mean to you beyond just following rules?

�. How can you cultivate a heart that delights in obeying God?

�. In what areas of your life might you be relying on rituals without
obedience?

Day 3: 💬 Samuel’s Rebuke to Saul
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about how obedience differs from ritual or tradition in your faith

practice.

�. Reflect on a moment when obeying God brought peace or blessing.

�. Consider ways to strengthen your desire to obey God sincerely.

Day 3: 💬 Samuel’s Rebuke to Saul
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Prayer for Today
Lord, create in me a heart that treasures obedience above all else. Help me to
love Your commands and live them out with sincerity. Let my actions reflect
true devotion, not empty rituals. Teach me to walk humbly with You each day
and embrace Your path fully. May my faith be genuine and pleasing to You.
Amen. ✝ 🙏🕊 

Day 3: 💬 Samuel’s Rebuke to Saul
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Day 4: 🔥 Consequences of Disobedience
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Your Verse
1 Samuel 15:24-35 NIV "Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he
has rejected you as king."

Supporting Scriptures
Hebrews 12:6 - 'Because the Lord disciplines the one he loves...'
James 1:12 - 'Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial...'

Day 4: 🔥 Consequences of Disobedience
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Devotional: God’s Discipline and Its Purpose
Saul’s rejection by God as king is a sobering example of the consequences of
disobedience. In 1 Samuel 15:26-28, Samuel informs Saul that God has
rejected him, not because God is harsh, but because disobedience breaks
fellowship.

Discipline from God is an expression of His love (Hebrews 12:6). It corrects
and guides us back to the right path. Though painful, it ensures spiritual
growth and maturity.

In trials and correction, perseverance is a blessing (James 1:12), allowing us to
emerge stronger in faith. Saul’s story encourages us to heed God’s corrections
and learn from our mistakes.

Day 4: 🔥 Consequences of Disobedience
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you respond to God’s discipline or correction?

�. What have you learned from God’s discipline in your life?

�. How can you support others going through spiritual trials or correction?

Day 4: 🔥 Consequences of Disobedience
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time when God’s correction led to growth in your life.

�. Reflect on your attitude toward discipline: resistance, acceptance, or
confusion.

�. Consider prayerfully how you can embrace God’s correction more
willingly.

Day 4: 🔥 Consequences of Disobedience
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Prayer for Today
Heavenly Father, thank You for Your loving discipline. Help me to receive Your
correction with an open heart and a teachable spirit. Teach me to learn from
my mistakes and walk steadily in obedience. Strengthen me through trials
and guide me always in Your truth. May Your discipline produce lasting fruit
in my life. Amen. 🌿✝ 🙏

Day 4: 🔥 Consequences of Disobedience
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Day 5: 🔎 God's Sovereignty in Judgment
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Your Verse
Romans 9:20-24 NIV "But who are you, a human being, to talk back to
God?..."

Supporting Scriptures
Psalm 103:8-12 - 'The Lord is compassionate and gracious...'
Isaiah 55:8-9 - 'My thoughts are not your thoughts...'

Day 5: 🔎 God's Sovereignty in Judgment
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Devotional: Trusting God’s Sovereign Decisions
God’s judgment, as seen in the Amalekite story, reminds us of His sovereignty
and wisdom beyond our understanding. Romans 9:20-24 challenges us to
trust God’s choices, even when they seem difficult or unfair from a human
perspective.

God is compassionate and merciful (Psalm 103), yet His wisdom surpasses
ours (Isaiah 55). He balances justice and mercy perfectly, and His sovereign
decisions serve His holy purpose.

Learning to trust His sovereignty means surrendering our limited views and
embracing faith in His goodness and plan. This trust is essential when we
face hard teachings or difficult circumstances.

Day 5: 🔎 God's Sovereignty in Judgment
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you handle situations where God's justice seems hard to

understand?

�. In what ways can trusting God’s sovereignty bring peace to your heart?

�. What areas of your life require greater surrender to God’s will?

Day 5: 🔎 God's Sovereignty in Judgment
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a situation where you struggled to trust God’s decisions but

later saw His hand.

�. Reflect on the difference between human judgment and God’s judgment.

�. Consider steps you can take to deepen your trust in God’s sovereignty
daily.

Day 5: 🔎 God's Sovereignty in Judgment
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Prayer for Today
God, help me trust in Your sovereign wisdom and justice. Even when I don’t
understand, strengthen my faith in Your good plans. Teach me to surrender
my will fully and rest in Your perfect judgment. May Your peace guard my
heart amid uncertainty. I trust You wholly, Lord. Amen. 🤲🕊 🙏

Day 5: 🔎 God's Sovereignty in Judgment
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Day 6: 🌱 God’s Grace Beyond Failure
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Your Verse
1 Samuel 16:1-13 NIV "The Lord said to Samuel, 'Do not consider his
appearance or height..."

Supporting Scriptures
Ephesians 2:8-9 - 'For it is by grace you have been saved...'
2 Corinthians 12:9 - 'My grace is sufficient for you...'

Day 6: 🌱 God’s Grace Beyond Failure
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Devotional: God’s Grace in Choosing David
After Saul’s failure, God chose David, a humble shepherd boy, to be king. This
reminds us that God works through grace, not human merit or appearance.

In 1 Samuel 16, God instructs Samuel not to judge by outward appearance but
by the heart. David’s selection symbolizes new beginnings, God's redemptive
grace, and hope beyond failure.

God’s grace is sufficient for all our weaknesses (2 Corinthians 12:9), and
salvation cannot be earned but is freely given (Ephesians 2:8-9). Just as God
raised David, He can redeem our shortcomings and use us in extraordinary
ways.

Day 6: 🌱 God’s Grace Beyond Failure
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you experience God’s grace after failure or mistakes?

�. Why is God more interested in the heart than outward appearances?

�. How can you extend grace to yourself and others in times of failure?

Day 6: 🌱 God’s Grace Beyond Failure
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a moment when God’s grace changed your life.

�. Reflect on the difference between human judgment and God’s heart
evaluation.

�. Consider ways to embrace God’s grace more fully in your daily walk.

Day 6: 🌱 God’s Grace Beyond Failure
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Prayer for Today
Lord, thank You for Your abundant grace that covers my failures. Help me to
see myself and others through Your eyes, valuing the heart above all. Fill me
with hope and courage to step into the new beginnings You offer. May Your
grace empower and sustain me every day. In Jesus' name, Amen. 🙏✨💖

Day 6: 🌱 God’s Grace Beyond Failure
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Day 7: 🛤  Walking in Obedience and Faith
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Your Verse
Psalm 119:105 NIV "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path."

Supporting Scriptures
John 14:15 - 'If you love me, keep my commands.'
James 1:22 - 'Do not merely listen to the word...do what it says.'

Day 7: 🛤  Walking in Obedience and Faith

Obedience and Judgment: Lessons from Saul and the Amalekites Page 42 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Devotional: Living a Life of Faithful Obedience
The Bible calls us to live in obedience fueled by love and guided by God’s
word. Psalm 119 describes God’s word as a guiding light, giving clarity and
direction for life’s journey.

Jesus said that love for Him is shown through obedience (John 14:15), and
James encourages us to be doers of the word, not hearers only (James 1:22).
Our walk with God is active and responsive, not passive.

Reflecting on Saul’s disobedience and David’s obedience reminds us to
continually align our hearts with God’s will. Faithful obedience brings
blessings, strengthens our relationship with God, and honors His holy name.

Day 7: 🛤  Walking in Obedience and Faith
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Reflect and Apply
�. How does God’s word guide your daily decisions and actions?

�. What motivates your obedience to God—love, fear, duty, or something
else?

�. How can you become a more faithful doer of God’s word?

Day 7: 🛤  Walking in Obedience and Faith
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write a commitment statement on how you will obey God this week.

�. Reflect on times when obedience deepened your relationship with God.

�. Identify practical ways to follow God’s guidance daily.

Day 7: 🛤  Walking in Obedience and Faith
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Prayer for Today
Dear Lord, guide my steps by Your word and light my path. Fill my heart with
love that inspires obedience. Help me to not only hear Your word but live it out
fully. Strengthen my faith and grant me courage to walk in Your ways always.
Teach me to follow You wholeheartedly. Amen. 📖✨🙏

Day 7: 🛤  Walking in Obedience and Faith
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💌 A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we’d love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you’ll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

📚 100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life
📱 Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
��� �  Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches
✍  Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
🤝 A place to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

🎁 Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

👉 Visit Now:

📌 www.HolyJot.com
📌 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

💬 We’d love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

💬 Connect with us at:
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