Parables of Readiness:
Lessons for Jesus’ Return

Explore Jesus’ parables on readiness and
preparation for His return, gaining insight into
spiritual vigilance and faithful stewardship.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOly_IOt www.HolyJot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H()ly_]()t Parables of Readiness: Lessons for Jesus’ Return Page 2 of 45

Table of contents
Introduction 3
Day 1: f} The Parable of the Ten Virgins A
Day 2: & The Parable of the Talents 10
Day 3: @, The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders 16
Day 4: £} Watchfulness in the Parable of the Faithful Servant 22
Day, 5: § The Parable of the Growing Seed 28
Day, 6: [ 1 The Parable of the Sheep and Goats 34
Day 7. $% Living in Hope and Expectancy 40

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Parables of Readiness: Lessons for Jesus’ Return Page 3 of 45

Introduction

Welcome to this 7-day study on the Parables of Readiness! Jesus Christ spoke
often about the importance of preparing for His return. Through vivid
parables such as the ten virgins, the talents, and others, He teaches us about
spiritual alertness, faithful stewardship, and readiness for the day when He
will come again. These stories are not merely historical tales but living
lessons that invite us to evaluate our lives and align our hearts with God's
purposes.

Why parables?Jesus used parables as powerful teaching tools—simple yet
profound stories that reveal deep spiritual truths. They challenge us to reflect
on where we stand and encourage us to live in anticipation of His coming.

In this study, we will immerse ourselves in key parables related to readiness,
uncovering practical and spiritual principles that equip us for faithful living.
Each day will focus on a parable or related teaching, revealing how Jesus calls
His followers to stay vigilant, use their gifts wisely, and trust in His timing.

Asyou journey through this study, may your heart be stirred to greater
faithfulness and expectancy. Prepare your lamps, multiply the talents
entrusted to you, and watch patiently — for the Bridegroom is coming]
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Day 1: {} The Parable of the Ten Virgins
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Day 1: f) The Parable of the Ten Virgins

Your Verse

Matthew 25:1-13 - "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who
took their lamps...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Luke 12:35-36 - "Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps
burning...”

e Revelation 16:15 - "Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays
awake...”
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Day 1: f) The Parable of the Ten Virgins

Devotional: Stay Alert and Keep Your Lamps Burning

Jesus' parable of the ten virgins paints a vivid picture of readiness. Five wise
virgins prepared adequately by bringing extra oil for their lamps, while five
foolish virgins did not plan ahead. When the bridegroom came unexpectedly,
only those ready entered the wedding feast.

What does this mean for us?Spiritually, our 'oil’ represents faith, obedience,
and a relationship with Jesus that sustains us when His return happens
suddenly. Waiting does not mean idleness but active preparation through
holiness and watchfulness. This parable warns us to live intentionally, not
assuming we have unlimited time.

In today’s fast-paced world, it’s easy to become complacent or distracted. But
Jesus calls us to keep our lamps burning, staying watchful and spiritually alert
at all times. Let this parable challenge and inspire you to examine your
spiritual readiness and cultivate habits that keep you connected to God.
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Day 1: f) The Parable of the Ten Virgins

Reflect and Apply

1. What does 'keeping your lamp burning’ look like in your daily spiritual
life?

2. Are there areas where you might be complacent or unprepared
spiritually?

3. How can you cultivate a lifestyle of readiness and watchfulness?
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Day 1: f) The Parable of the Ten Virgins

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe what oil (spiritual preparation) means for you personally.

2. Write about ways you can stay spiritually alert in your current season.

3. Reflect on moments when you felt prepared for God’s timing and
provision.
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Day 1: f) The Parable of the Ten Virgins

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to be like the wise virgins, always prepared and watchful for
Your coming. Teach me to cultivate a deep, sustaining relationship with You
that keeps my lamp burning brightly, even during long waits. Give me
wisdom to live intentionally and faithfulness to remain alert. May I never take
Your timing for granted but eagerly await Your glorious return with joy and
readiness.

OOALA
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Day 2: (3) The Parable of the Talents
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Day 2: &) The Parable of the Talents

Your Verse

Matthew 25:14-30 - "For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called
his servants and entrusted his property to them...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Luke 19:12-27 - "A nobleman went to a distant country to have himself
appointed king...”

e 1Peter 4:10 - "Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others...”
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Day 2: &) The Parable of the Talents

Devotional: Faithfulness in Stewardship Matters

The parable of the talents emphasizes the responsibility each believer has to
use their gifts, resources, and opportunities wisely while waiting for Christ’s
return. The master entrusts different amounts to his servants, expecting
them to invest and multiply what they’ve been given.

The servants who actively stewarded and multiplied their talents were
praised and rewarded, while the servant who buried his talent out of fear was
rebuked. This teaches us that spiritual readiness includes faithful
engagement and productivity, not passivity.

God has entrusted each of us with unique gifts and responsibilities. It is not
about how much one receives but what one does with it that counts. When
Jesus comes back, He will evaluate how well we managed what was entrusted
to us. Our readiness is shown by our faithfulness in the present.
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Day 2: &) The Parable of the Talents

Reflect and Apply

1. What talents, gifts, or opportunities has God entrusted to you?

2. Are you actively using and multiplying these gifts for His kingdom?

3. How do you respond to fear or hesitation in your service to God?
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Day 2: &) The Parable of the Talents

Journaling Prompts

1. List the talents and spiritual gifts God has given you.

2. Write about a time you stepped out in faith to use a gift for God’s glory.

3. Reflect on areas where you might be holding back out of fear or doubt.
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Day 2: &) The Parable of the Talents

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for the gifts and resources You have entrusted to me. Help
me to be a faithful steward, investing wisely and boldly in Your kingdom
purpose. Restore confidence where fear has held me back, and empower me
to serve with diligence and joy. May my life bring You honor as I eagerly await
Your return.

OBLAN
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Day 3: Q, The Parable of the Wise and
Foolish Builders
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Day 3: @, The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders

Your Verse

Matthew 7:24-27 - "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock...”

Supporting Scriptures

o Luke 6:47-49 - "Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and
puts them into practice is like a man building a house...”

e 1Corinthians 3:11 - "For no one can lay any foundation other than the one
already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
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Day 3: @, The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders

Devotional; Build Your Life on the Solid Rock

Jesus compares readiness for the future to building a house on a firm
foundation. The wise builder hears Jesus’ words and acts on them, securing
his home against storms and trials. The foolish one ignores this, resulting in
collapse.

Building on the rock symbolizes living according to Jesus' teachings,
anchoring our lives in His truth and character. When the storms of life or the
challenges of waiting come, those founded on Christ remain secure and
prepared for His return.

This parable challenges us to self-examine our spiritual foundation. Are we
building on shifting sands of temporary things or on the eternal rock of Jesus?

Preparation means cultivating obedience, transformation, and a resilient
faith.
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Day 3: @, The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders

Reflect and Apply

1. What foundation are you building your life upon?

2. How do you respond when trials or doubts arise?

3. In what ways can you strengthen your commitment to Christ daily?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Parables of Readiness: Lessons for Jesus’ Return Page 20 of 45

Day 3: @, The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe what it means to you to build your life on Jesus’ words.

2. Recall challenges that tested your faith and how you responded.

3. Plan practical steps to deepen your obedience and trust in Jesus.
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Day 3: @, The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders
Prayer for Today

Jesus, You are my solid rock and foundation. Help me to hear Your words
deeply and put them into action each day. Strengthen my faith so [ withstand
life's storms with confidence and hope. Prepare my heart to be steadfast and
ready for Your return at any moment.

%35 >
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Day 4: {7y Watchfulness in the Parable of the
Faithful Servant
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Day 4: {7y Watchfulness in the Parable of the Faithful Servant

Your Verse

Matthew 24:42-51 - "So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will
come at an hour when you do not expect him...”

Supporting Scriptures

o Mark 13:33 - "Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will
come.”

o 1Thessalonians 5:6 - "So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep,
but let us be awake and sober.”
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Day 4: {7y Watchfulness in the Parable of the Faithful Servant

Devotional: Remain Faithful and Watchful Always

Jesus warns His followers to be watchful and faithful like the servant awaiting
his master’s return. The faithful servant is alert, doing his assigned duties
diligently, while the unfaithful becomes complacent and mistreats others,
unaware of the approaching master.

Spiritually, this calls us to vigilance—not only in looking forward to Jesus’
return but in living responsibly and lovingly in the present. Watchfulness isn’t
just waiting but actively abiding in faith, love, and service.

Being ready means embracing a lifestyle of kingdom priorities, guarding
against distractions, and loving others well. Our preparedness reflects our
heart attitude toward Christ’s promised return.
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Day 4: {7y Watchfulness in the Parable of the Faithful Servant

Reflect and Apply

1. What distractions may be hindering your spiritual watchfulness?
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2. How can you cultivate a faithful, expectant attitude daily?

3. In what ways can you serve others as you await Jesus’ coming?
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Day 4: {7y Watchfulness in the Parable of the Faithful Servant

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify habits that help you stay spiritually alert.

2. Reflect on the difference between passively waiting and active
watchfulness.

3. Write about ways to grow in faithfulness in your current responsibilities.
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Day 4: {7y Watchfulness in the Parable of the Faithful Servant

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to be a faithful and watchful servant. Guard my heart against
complacency and distractions. Help me to serve others with love and
readiness while joyfully anticipating Your return. May my life reflect
expectancy, obedience, and wholehearted devotion.

[OLPAR A
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Day 5: §¢ The Parable of the Growing Seed
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Day 5: § The Parable of the Growing Seed

Your Verse

Mark 4:26-29 - "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed
on the ground..”

Supporting Scriptures

o 1Corinthians 3:6 - "I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has
been making it grow.”

e Psalm 71:17 - "Since my youth, God, you have taught me, and to this day I
declare your marvelous deeds.”
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Day 5: § The Parable of the Growing Seed

Devotional: Trust God’s Timing in Readiness

The parable of the growing seed teaches us that readiness involves trust in
God’s sovereign timing. The farmer does his work of planting, but the growth
happens mysteriously and naturally by God’s grace.

Similarly, we prepare by faithfulness, but the fulfillment—such as Christ’s
return or spiritual growth—comes in God’s perfect timing, not ours. This
requires patience, persistence, and trust.

Waiting can be challenging, but this parable encourages us to rest assured
that God's plans progress steadily. We remain responsible to sow and
cultivate, while God ensures the increase.
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Day 5: § The Parable of the Growing Seed

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you respond when God’s timing feels slow?
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2. In what areas are you called to sow faithfully and trust the growth
process?

3. How can patience strengthen your spiritual readiness?
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Day 5: § The Parable of the Growing Seed

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a season of waiting in your spiritual journey.

2. Reflect on how you see God working even when results aren’t visible.

3. Plan ways to remain faithful while trusting God’s timing.
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Day 5: § The Parable of the Growing Seed

Prayer for Today

Father, help me trust Your perfect timing. Teach me patience and faithfulness
as I sow seeds in my life and the lives of others. Even when growth seems
hidden, remind me You are working powerfully behind the scenes. Prepare
my heart for Your return with hope and steadfastness.

\ IPNE
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Day 6: [_] The Parable of the Sheep and
Goats
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Day 6: [[] The Parable of the Sheep and Goats

Your Verse

Matthew 25:31-46 - "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, he will
separate the people one from another...”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 2:14-17 - "Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”

 1John 3:17-18 - "If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or

sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that
person?”
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Day 6: [[] The Parable of the Sheep and Goats

Devotional: Readiness Shown Through
Compassionate Action

The parable of the sheep and goats reveals that readiness is seen not only in
belief but in how we actively love and serve others. The righteous are praised
for meeting needs of the hungry;, thirsty, stranger, and imprisoned — acts of
mercy that honor Jesus.

This challenges us to examine if our faith translates into practical
compassion. Waiting for Jesus’ return is not passive but marked by loving
deeds that demonstrate readiness and obedience.

Our preparedness is reflected in living out the gospel tangibly, reflecting
Christ’s heart to a hurting world while we await His coming.
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Day 6: [[] The Parable of the Sheep and Goats

Reflect and Apply

1. How does your faith express itself in service and compassion?

2. Are there opportunities you've missed to serve others in Jesus’ name?

3. What does this parable teach about the link between faith and action?
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Day 6: [[] The Parable of the Sheep and Goats

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time you saw Jesus through serving others.

2. Write about practical ways you can show Christ’s love today.

3. Reflect on how your actions prepare you for His return.
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Day 6: [[] The Parable of the Sheep and Goats

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me to serve others as if  am serving You. Open my eyes to the
needs around me and give me a compassionate heart. May my faith be alive
and active, reflecting readiness for Your coming through love and service.

ABL®
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Day 7: 3% Living in Hope and Expectancy
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Day 7: $ Living in Hope and Expectancy

Your Verse

Titus 2:11-14 - "..waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Hebrews 10:24-25 - "Let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds...”

e Philippians 3:20-21 - "But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly
await a Savior from there...”
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Day 7: $% Living in Hope and Expectancy

Devotional: Embrace Hope and Anticipate Christ’s
Return

As this study concludes, we are reminded to live with hope and expectancy,
encouraged to focus our hearts on the blessed hope of Jesus’ return. Waiting is
not aimless; it is full of purpose and joy as we anticipate the fulfillment of
God’s promises.

Hope tuels readiness—it shapes our attitudes, motivates obedience, and
sustains endurance. It reminds us that this life is temporary and points us
toward our eternal home.

Let your life be marked by active community, love, and good deeds as you
encourage others on this journey. Stay vigilant, steward well, serve
compassionately, and keep your eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and finisher of
our faith.

May you go forward equipped and inspired to be ready at all times,
embodying the transformative hope of the Gospel!
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Day 7: $% Living in Hope and Expectancy

Reflect and Apply

1. How does hope influence your daily attitude and actions?

2. In what ways can you encourage others to live with expectancy?

3. What steps can you take to live out readiness in your community?
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Day 7: $ Living in Hope and Expectancy

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about what ‘blessed hope’ means personally to you.

2. Reflect on how hope has sustained you during tough times.

3. List ways you can spur others on toward love and good works.
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Day 7: $% Living in Hope and Expectancy

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for the blessed hope of Jesus’ return. Fill me with
joyful expectancy and empower me to live ready and faithful. Help me to
encourage others and to stay rooted in Your promises. May my life reflect the
hope that sustains me until we meet our Savior face to face.

$LHOM
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