Parenthood: Fostering
Children Through God’s
Compassion

Explore God’s heart for parenthood and fostering,
learning to nurture children with compassion and
grace as modeled by our Heavenly Father.
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Introduction

Parenthood is a divine calling filled with joy, challenges, and profound
responsibility. When we also consider fostering children, the call expands—
requiring an even greater measure of compassion, patience, and love.
Throughout Scripture, God reveals His heart as a Father who nurtures,
rescues, and faithfully cares for the vulnerable, teaching us how to reflect His
image in our parenting and fostering journeys. This study is designed to walk
with you through seven days of enriching Scripture and reflection that
highlight God’s compassion as the foundation for fostering children.

In fostering, we often encounter children who need healing, security, and the
unwavering love that only God can help us provide. By embodying His
kindness and grace, foster parents become living testimonies of God’s
redemptive power. This plan dives into key Scriptures that showcase God's
tenderness and invites you to cultivate a heart that mirrors His compassionate
love. Whether you're a foster parent, considering fostering, or simply desiring
to grow in God’s vision of parenthood, these days will equip and encourage
you to uphold children in faith, hope, and love.

Let us journey together to understand how God's compassion transforms
ordinary parenting into a sacred ministry—one that shapes the lives of
children who need the Father’s embrace the most. J\,
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Day 1. 9 Embracing God’s Compassionate
Heart
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Day 1: 9 Embracing God’s Compassionate Heart

Your Verse

Psalm 103:13 - "As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has
compassion on those who fear him.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 49:15 - "Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no
compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not
forget you!”

« Lamentations 3:22 - "Because of the LORD's great love we are not
consumed, for his compassions never fail.”
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Day 1: 9 Embracing God’s Compassionate Heart

Devotional: Modeling God’s Compassion in Fostering

Understanding God’s compassion is the first step in fostering children with a
loving heart. Psalm 103:13 likens God's compassion to that of a father’s—
deeply tender, patient, and unending. For foster parents, this is a model to
aspire to amid challenges and uncertainties. God's compassion is not limited
by circumstance; it relentlessly pursues the well-being of His children.
Embracing this divine compassion equips us to move beyond our own
limitations and extend grace to vulnerable children.

Isaiah 49:15 reminds us that even when human memory fails, God’s love and
compassion endure. This gives comfort and strength to foster parents who
may face moments of doubt or exhaustion. God's compassion also heals and
restores children who have faced hardships, encouraging us to be vessels of
His love. Let Lamentations 3:22 serve as your anchor today: His compassions
never fail. As you begin this study, lean into God's compassion and ask Him to
fill you with a heart ready to nurture and restore.
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Day 1: 9 Embracing God’s Compassionate Heart

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced God’s compassion in your life, and how can
that shape your approach to fostering?

2. In what ways can you extend grace to a child who struggles to trust or
openup?

3. What fears or limitations do you need to surrender to God’s
compassionate heart today?
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Day 1: 9 Embracing God’s Compassionate Heart

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a moment when you felt deeply loved or forgiven—how can
that inform your fostering journey?

2. List practical ways you can show compassion to foster children this week.

3. Write a prayer asking God to help you embody His compassion every day.
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Day 1: 9 Embracing God’s Compassionate Heart

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your unfailing compassion towards us. Help
me to embrace Your heart so I can extend true love and patience to the
children You bring into my care. Teach me to be a reflection of Your kindness
and a safe harbor for those in need. Strengthen me when challenges arise and
fill me with Your peace. May Your compassion flow through me each day,
transforming lives and offering hope. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Day 2: ¢ Caring for the Vulnerable
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Day 2: (&) Caring for the Vulnerable

Your Verse

James 1:27 - "Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress...”

Supporting Scriptures

 Deuteronomy 10:18 - "He defends the cause of the fatherless and the
widow; and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food
and clothing.”

o Psalm 82:3 - "Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the
poor and the oppressed.”
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Day 2: (&) Caring for the Vulnerable

Devotional: Answering God’s Call to Care for the
Vulnerable

Fostering children is a direct response to God’s call to care for the vulnerable.
James 1:27 places pure religion in the context of tangible care—especially for
orphans, a category many foster children fall under. This is not only a noble
duty but a spiritual mandate. When we foster, we become God's hands and
feet, protecting those who cannot protect themselves.

Deuteronomy 10:18 emphasizes God’s active defense and provision for the
fatherless. This divine characteristic invites us to imitate Him by providing
stability, nourishment, and love. Psalm 82:3 challenges us to advocate and
stand up for those who lack voice and security. These Scriptures remind
foster parents that their role is sacred, reflecting God’s justice and mercy in
action.

Reflect on how you can champion the needs of children in your care,
recognizing that by doing so, you serve God directly.
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Day 2: &) Caring for the Vulnerable

Reflect and Apply

1. How does fostering align with God’s definition of pure religion?

2. In what ways can you become an advocate for the children you care for?

3. What practical needs of foster children can you address beyond physical
care?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Parenthood: Fostering Children Through God’s Compassion Page 14 of 45

Day 2: &) Caring for the Vulnerable

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you advocated for someone vulnerable—how did it
impact you and them?

2. Identify three specific ways you can meet the emotional or spiritual
needs of foster children.

3. Pray about how God might use you to defend and serve vulnerable
children.
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Day 2: &) Caring for the Vulnerable

Prayer for Today

Lord, You are the defender of the fatherless and the voice for the voiceless.
Help me to fulfill this role faithfully in the lives of the children I foster. Give me
wisdom to recognize their needs and courage to meet them. May Your justice
and mercy guide every decision I make. Teach me to love as You love, with
patience and strength. Amen.

USAPAS
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Day 3: % Nurturing Healing and Growth
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Day 3: % Nurturing Healing and Growth

Your Verse

Isaiah 61:3 - "..to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of
joy instead of mourning...”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 147:3 - "He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.”

e 2 Corinthians 12:9 - "My grace is suftficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.”
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Day 3: 9 Nurturing Healing and Growth

Devotional: Becoming Agents of Healing and Joy

Many foster children arrive carrying wounds that need healing and
restoration. Isaiah 61:3 beautifully captures God’s promise to transform
mourning into joy and ashes into beauty. As foster parents, you are partners
with God in this healing process. It requires patience, tenderness, and an
awareness of His presence in your weaknesses.

Psalm 147:3 reassures us that God is intimately involved in binding the
brokenhearted, and when we minister to foster children, we become conduits
of His healing touch. Similarly, 2 Corinthians 12:9 reminds us that God’s grace
is enough, especially when we feel inadequate in meeting the complex needs
before us. Embracing God’s strength allows us to nurture growth in children
who may feel fragile or hopeless.

Take heart today in knowing that the journey of fostering is one of
transformation—for you and the child—rooted deeply in God's healing grace.
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Day 3: % Nurturing Healing and Growth

Reflect and Apply

1. What areas of brokenness in foster children do you feel called to help
heal?

2. How can you rely on God’s grace when you feel overwhelmed in
fostering?

3. In what ways can you celebrate small signs of joy and growth in the
children you nurture?
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Day 3: % Nurturing Healing and Growth

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time when God transformed a difficult situation in your life—
how can that encourage your fostering?

2. Write down three practical steps to create a healing environment at home
for foster children.

3. Pray for God’s healing oil to flow into the lives of the children you foster
and into your own heart.
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Day 3: % Nurturing Healing and Growth

Prayer for Today

Father God, thank You for being the ultimate healer and restorer. Help me
partner with You to bring beauty from ashes and joy from sorrow for the
children entrusted to my care. When I feel weak or insufficient, fill me with
Your grace and strength. Guide my hands and heart to nurture healing and
hope. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

A P
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Day 4: €) Providing Safety and Security
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Day 4: © Providing Safety and Security

Your Verse

Psalm 46:1 - "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 18:10 - "The name of the LORD is a fortified tower; the
righteous run to it and are safe.”

o Matthew 11:28 - "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I
will give you rest.”
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Day 4: © Providing Safety and Security

Devotional: Creating a Home of Safety and Refuge

Providing a safe and secure home is central to fostering. Foster children often
come from environments of instability, fear, and uncertainty. Psalm 46:1
assures us that God Himself is our refuge and strength. By inviting God’s
presence into our families, we create a sanctuary from life's storms.

Proverbs 18:10 compares God’s name to a fortified tower—a place of refuge
where the righteous find safety. As foster parents, your home can be this kind
of refuge for a child—a place where they feel protected, accepted, and loved.
Additionally, Jesus’ invitation in Matthew 11:28 offers rest to the weary, a rest
we can model for the emotional and spiritual exhaustion many foster
children carry.

Ask God to help you cultivate an atmosphere of safety and peace in your
home, reflecting His character as protector and rest-giver.
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Day 4: © Providing Safety and Security

Reflect and Apply

1. What does safety mean to you, and how can you better provide it for
foster children?

2. How can trusting God as a refuge impact your parenting in difficult
moments?

3. What rest might foster children need that goes beyond physical comfort?
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Day 4: © Providing Safety and Security

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about ways your home reflects God’s refuge and how to improve it.

2. List ways to help foster children feel emotionally safe and secure.

3. Pray for God’s protection and peace to fill your home and family.
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Day 4: © Providing Safety and Security

Prayer for Today

Lord, You are my refuge and strength. Help me to create a safe haven in my
home where foster children feel secure, loved, and protected. Teach me to be
patient and steady, reflecting Your peace in times of turmoil. May Your
presence bring rest to weary hearts and strength to fragile spirits. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

MOLAD
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Day 5: #£ Reflecting God’s Unconditional
Love
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Day 5: #2 Reflecting God’s Unconditional Love

Your Verse

1John 4:19 - "We love because he first loved us.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 5:8 - "But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

 Ephesians 4:2 - "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love.”
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Day 5: #2 Reflecting God’s Unconditional Love

Devotional: Loving Foster Children Unconditionally

At the heart of both parenthood and fostering is unconditional love. 1 John
4:19 reminds us that our ability to love springs from God’s initiating love for
us. Foster children often carry feelings of rejection and abandonment, so
reflecting God's unconditional love offers them a healing hope that is deeply
transformational.

Romans 5:8 underscores that God’s love is proactive and sacrificial—even
when we were undeserving. This is the kind of love that must guide us as
foster parents: active, patient, and consistent. Ephesians 4:2 calls us to exhibit
humility and gentleness, bearing with children’s struggles lovingly and
patiently.

Pray for God's love to fill your heart and overflow into every interaction,
building trust and restoring hope along the fostering journey.
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Day 5: #2 Reflecting God’s Unconditional Love

Reflect and Apply

1. How does God’s unconditional love shape your ability to love children in
difficult circumstances?

2. In what ways can you practice humility and patience with foster children
who test your limits?

3. How might reflecting Christ’s love bring healing to children’s hearts?
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Day 5: #2 Reflecting God’s Unconditional Love

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you experienced unconditional love and how it
impacted you.

2. List practical ways to extend grace and patience to foster children daily.

3. Pray for God’s love to heal and fill both your heart and the hearts of your
foster children.
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Day 5: #2 Reflecting God’s Unconditional Love

Prayer for Today

Dear God, thank You for loving me first and perfectly. Help me to mirror that
love in my fostering journey, loving children without conditions or limits. Fill
me with humility, gentleness, and endless patience. Heal broken hearts
through Your love that never fails. May Your love transform every moment we
share. Amen.

\ A PR
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Day 6: 3% Trusting God’s Guidance and
Wisdom
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Day 6: 3% Trusting God’s Guidance and Wisdom

Your Verse

Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your

own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your
paths straight.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 1.5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault.”

e Psalm 32:8 - "I'will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I
will counsel you with my loving eye on you.”
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Day 6: 3% Trusting God’s Guidance and Wisdom

Devotional: Relying on God’s Wisdom Always

Fostering brings unique challenges that call for daily reliance on God's
guidance. Proverbs 3:5-6 encourages us to trust God wholeheartedly, not
depending solely on our understanding. When decisions feel overwhelming,
submitting each step to Him brings clarity and peace.

James 1:5 assures us that God generously provides wisdom when we ask. This
promise is a vital foundation for foster parents facing complex emotional,
legal, and spiritual issues. Psalm 32:8 expresses God’s tender care, offering
instruction and loving counsel. Trusting in His guidance allows you to
navigate uncertainties with confidence and love.

Let today be a reminder to seek God's wisdom continually, trusting that He is
directing your path in fostering.
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Day 6: 3% Trusting God’s Guidance and Wisdom

Reflect and Apply

1. In what areas of fostering do you need God’s guidance most right now?

2. How can you cultivate greater trust in God’s direction when faced with
difficult decisions?

3. What steps can you take to regularly seek God’s wisdom in your
parenting journey?
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Day 6: 3% Trusting God’s Guidance and Wisdom

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God provided wisdom when you felt uncertain.

2. List ways to invite God’s guidance in daily fostering challenges.

3. Pray for discernment and trust to follow God’s leading wholeheartedly.
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Day 6: 3% Trusting God’s Guidance and Wisdom

Prayer for Today

Father, I choose to trust You with my whole heart today. Help me not to lean
on my own understanding but to seek Your wisdom in every choice I make
for the children You have entrusted to me. Guide my steps clearly and with
loving care. Teach me to listen and obey Your voice above all. In Jesus’ name,

Amen.

ALHTQ
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Day 7: £@ Celebrating Hope and New
Beginnings
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Day 7: (2 Celebrating Hope and New Beginnings

Your Verse

Jeremiah 29:11 - "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD,

"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 15:13 - "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in him...”

e Lamentations 3:24 - "The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for
him.”
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Day 7: (2 Celebrating Hope and New Beginnings

Devotional: Embracing Hope for the Future

The journey of fostering is ultimately one of hope and new beginnings.
Jeremiah 29:11 beautifully encapsulates God’s promise for a hopeful future,
even when past circumstances were painful. Every child in foster care carries

a story, but God invites us to look beyond scars toward the plans He has for
restoration and joy.

Romans 15:13 prays that God fills us with joy and peace as we place our trust
in Him—aqualities crucial for sustaining the fostering journey. Lamentations

3:24 expresses hopeful waiting and confident trust in God’s provision and
timing.

As you conclude this study, embrace the hope God otfers—for yourself and
the children you nurture. Celebrate new chapters filled with promise and
Gods faithful presence.
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Day 7: (2 Celebrating Hope and New Beginnings

Reflect and Apply

1. How does God’s promise of hope shape your perspective on fostering
challenges?

2. In what ways can you encourage children to look forward to a hopeful
future?

3. How can trusting God’s plans bring peace amid uncertainty?
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Day 7: (2 Celebrating Hope and New Beginnings

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a letter of hope and encouragement to a foster child or yourself.

2. List blessings or positive changes you have witnessed in fostering so far.

3. Pray for God’s future plans to unfold beautifully in your home and heart.
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Day 7: (2 Celebrating Hope and New Beginnings

Prayer for Today

God of hope, thank You for holding the future in Your hands. Help me to trust
Your plans for the children I care for, knowing You desire good for them and
for me. Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we walk this fostering path. May
every new day bring renewed hope and opportunities to witness Your
faithfulness. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

AN ZPAN
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