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📖 Introduction
Parenthood is a profound journey filled with joy, challenges, and unique
trials. One of the deepest heartaches a parent can face is watching a child turn
away from the path of faith or righteousness. This Bible study, Parenting
Prodigal Children with Hope, is designed to bring encouragement, biblical
wisdom, and hope to parents in this situation.

Throughout Scripture, God reveals His compassionate heart for those who
wander, as well as the enduring love and hope He offers to those who wait
and pray. The story of the prodigal son in Luke 15 is perhaps the clearest
example of God’s willingness to welcome back those who stray and of a
parent’s role—both earthly and heavenly—in waiting and interceding with
patience and faith.

This study will guide you through Scripture that speaks directly to the
struggles, hopes, and prayers of parenting children who have wandered far
from God. You will encounter themes of forgiveness, restoration, trust, and
perseverance, all grounded in God’s unfailing promises. Each day offers a
focused devotional, reflective questions, journaling prompts to capture your
heart’s cries and hopes, and prayers to uplift and sustain you.

Whether your child is rebellious, distant, or has chosen a path opposite of
your expectations, this study invites you to rest in God’s love and timing. The
hope found in God transcends circumstances, reminding you that He is the
ultimate parent who never gives up on His children. Take heart, renew your
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spirit, and embrace God’s grace-filled hope as you journey through these
days.
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Day 1: 🙏 Embracing God’s Compassion
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Your Verse
Luke 15:20 - 'So he got up and went to his father.'

Supporting Scriptures
Psalm 103:13 - 'As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord
has compassion on those who fear him.'
Isaiah 54:7 - 'For a brief moment I abandoned you, but with deep
compassion I will bring you back.'

Day 1: 🙏 Embracing God’s Compassion
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Devotional: Reflecting God’s Compassion in
Parenting
Parenting a prodigal child can feel lonely and heartbreaking. Yet, just as the
father in the parable of the prodigal son did not give up but waited with open
arms, God’s compassion toward us is relentless and full of grace. As a parent,
this gives us a model to mirror. Even when your child turns away, God’s heart
never changes, and neither should yours. His compassion is deep, patient,
and constant.

In your moments of doubt or sorrow, remember that God’s compassion
extends to you and your child. It empowers you to keep hoping and praying
without losing heart. Let God’s compassionate love fill your own heart today
and give you strength to welcome your child back with open arms no matter
how long the journey takes.

Day 1: 🙏 Embracing God’s Compassion
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Reflect and Apply
�. How does God’s compassion encourage you in your situation?

�. In what ways can you show persistent love like the father in Luke 15?

�. What emotions arise when you consider extending compassion to your
prodigal child?

Day 1: 🙏 Embracing God’s Compassion
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a moment you experienced God’s compassion recently.

�. Describe your hopes for your child’s return and restoration.

�. List ways you can practically show grace and patience this week.

Day 1: 🙏 Embracing God’s Compassion
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Prayer for Today
Lord, I thank You for Your compassionate heart that never gives up on me or
my child. Help me to mirror Your patience and love as I wait and pray for my
prodigal child’s return. Strengthen my faith when hope feels faint and remind
me that You are always working behind the scenes. Fill me with peace and
perseverance to continue reflecting Your grace every day.

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏❤ ✨

Day 1: 🙏 Embracing God’s Compassion
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Day 2: 🕊  Trusting God’s Timing
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Your Verse
Ecclesiastes 3:1 - 'There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens.'

Supporting Scriptures
Habakkuk 2:3 - 'The vision awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end
and will not prove false.'
2 Peter 3:9 - 'The Lord is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,
but everyone to come to repentance.'

Day 2: 🕊  Trusting God’s Timing
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Devotional: Patience in God’s Perfect Timing
Waiting is perhaps the hardest part of parenting a prodigal child. It can be
filled with uncertainty, frustration, and heartache. Yet Scripture reminds us
that there is a perfect divine timing for everything. God’s clock is not always
ours, but His timing is always perfect. Your child’s return might come
unexpectedly or after a long season of waiting, but it will come according to
God’s faithfulness and loving plan.

Trusting God's timing means surrendering control and resting in His
sovereignty. It requires patience, faith, and often repeated prayers.
Remember, the Lord is not slow but is working to accomplish repentance and
restoration in your child's heart. Your consistent hope and trust fuel God’s
work in ways unseen.

Embrace the season you are in today with confidence that the Lord’s timing
will bring about the healing and restoration you long to see.

Day 2: 🕊  Trusting God’s Timing
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you cope with the uncertainty of your child's journey?

�. What helps you trust God when answers are delayed?

�. How can surrendering control of your child’s path bring you peace?

Day 2: 🕊  Trusting God’s Timing
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about your feelings during the seasons of waiting and unknown.

�. Reflect on past times God’s timing proved perfect in your life.

�. Record prayers asking God for patience and trust today.

Day 2: 🕊  Trusting God’s Timing
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Prayer for Today
Father, teach me to trust Your perfect timing above my own. Help me to
surrender my anxieties and control over my child’s path. Strengthen my faith
to believe that You are working even when I cannot see. Fill me with peace
and patience as I wait on You, knowing Your plans for restoration are good.

In Jesus’ name, Amen. ⏳🙏🌿

Day 2: 🕊  Trusting God’s Timing
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Day 3: 💖 The Power of Unconditional Love

Parenting Prodigal Children with Hope Page 17 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Your Verse
1 Corinthians 13:7 - 'Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres.'

Supporting Scriptures
Romans 8:38-39 - 'Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.'
John 15:13 - 'Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends.'

Day 3: 💖 The Power of Unconditional Love
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Devotional: Unwavering Love Sustains Hope
Unconditional love is the essence of parenting prodigal children. Even when
choices disappoint us or wounds deepen, love that perseveres can remain
steadfast. The Apostle Paul’s description of love in 1 Corinthians reminds us
that true love doesn’t give up or lose hope. It protects and trusts even through
hard seasons.

God’s love toward us models this perfect unconditional love. He never stops
loving, even when we stray. As parents, our challenge and privilege are to love
our children the same way—to hold onto hope and continue to trust God’s
redemptive work in their lives despite setbacks.

Today, embrace the power of love that safeguards hope, believing that love
can soften even the hardest hearts, including your child’s.

Day 3: 💖 The Power of Unconditional Love
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Reflect and Apply
�. How has unconditional love played a role in your relationship with your

child?

�. What fears or doubts challenge your ability to love without conditions?

�. In what ways can you show love that protects and perseveres?

Day 3: 💖 The Power of Unconditional Love
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Journaling Prompts
�. Recall a time when love overcame hardship in your family.

�. Write about the ways you hope your love impacts your child’s heart.

�. List practical expressions of unconditional love you can offer today.

Day 3: 💖 The Power of Unconditional Love
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Prayer for Today
Jesus, teach me to love my child as You love me—without conditions and
without giving up. Help my love to reflect Your patience, protection, and hope.
When I struggle to love, remind me of Your sacrifice and perfect example.
Strengthen me to persevere, trusting that love never fails.

In Your precious name, Amen. ❤ 🙏✨

Day 3: 💖 The Power of Unconditional Love
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Day 4: 🔥 Praying with Perseverance
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Your Verse
Luke 18:1 - 'Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they
should always pray and not give up.'

Supporting Scriptures
Colossians 4:2 - 'Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and
thankful.'
James 5:16 - 'The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.'

Day 4: 🔥 Praying with Perseverance
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Devotional: Faith in Long-Term Prayer
Prayer is the lifeline for hope when parenting prodigal children. Jesus
encouraged His followers to pray without ceasing, even when answers seem
delayed. Persistent prayer is an act of faith that aligns our heart to God’s will.

Praying with perseverance means coming before God daily, lifting your
child’s name, and interceding for their healing, salvation, and protection. It
does not require eloquence or perfection but a sincere heart that trusts God’s
power.

Remember that your prayers are powerful and effective, engaging the
spiritual battle for your child’s soul. Keep the faith, uplift your heart with
gratitude, and let prayer sustain your hope and strength.

Day 4: 🔥 Praying with Perseverance
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Reflect and Apply
�. What challenges do you face in maintaining persistent prayer?

�. How does knowing prayer is powerful affect your commitment to it?

�. What changes in your heart when you pray consistently for your child?

Day 4: 🔥 Praying with Perseverance
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about your current prayer habits and goals for growth.

�. Record specific prayer requests for your child’s journey.

�. Reflect on answers to past prayers to encourage perseverance.

Day 4: 🔥 Praying with Perseverance
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Prayer for Today
Lord, help me to be steadfast in prayer for my prodigal child. Give me the
endurance to lift their name daily, trusting that You hear and act. When
discouragement threatens, renew my faith and remind me of Your powerful
presence. May my prayers be a source of strength, hope, and victory.

In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen. 🙏🔥✨

Day 4: 🔥 Praying with Perseverance
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Day 5: 🌿 Healing Through Forgiveness
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Your Verse
Ephesians 4:32 - 'Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each
other, just as in Christ God forgave you.'

Supporting Scriptures
Matthew 6:14 - 'For if you forgive other people when they sin against
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.'
Colossians 3:13 - 'Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of
you has a grievance against someone.'

Day 5: 🌿 Healing Through Forgiveness
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Devotional: The Freedom Found in Forgiveness
Holding onto hurt can weigh heavily on your heart as a parent watching a
child make poor choices. But God calls us to forgiveness—a release that
brings healing both to you and to your relationship with your child.

Forgiveness does not mean ignoring pain or condoning sin but choosing to
let go of bitterness and resentment. It opens the door for restoration and
peace. Christ’s ultimate forgiveness on the cross is the perfect example and
the source of our strength to forgive others.

Allow God to heal your heart and grant you the grace to forgive. This frees you
to continue loving without barriers and creates space for your child’s healing
and return.

Day 5: 🌿 Healing Through Forgiveness
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Reflect and Apply
�. Are there unforgiven hurts affecting your ability to hope?

�. What does forgiveness mean to you in this parenting journey?

�. How might forgiveness open new paths for restoration?

Day 5: 🌿 Healing Through Forgiveness
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about any bitterness or pain you need to bring to God.

�. Reflect on God’s forgiveness toward you and how it inspires you.

�. List practical steps to extend forgiveness toward your child and yourself.

Day 5: 🌿 Healing Through Forgiveness
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Prayer for Today
God, soften my heart to forgive fully, just as You have forgiven me. Remove
any bitterness that hinders hope and love. Heal the wounds that make
forgiveness hard and fill me with Your grace to release resentments. Help me
to trust that forgiveness leads to freedom and restoration.

In Jesus’ name, Amen. ❤ 🙏🌿

Day 5: 🌿 Healing Through Forgiveness
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Day 6: 💪 Strengthened by God’s Promise

Parenting Prodigal Children with Hope Page 35 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Your Verse
Isaiah 40:31 - 'But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.'

Supporting Scriptures
Philippians 4:13 - 'I can do all this through him who gives me strength.'
Psalm 46:1 - 'God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble.'

Day 6: 💪 Strengthened by God’s Promise
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Devotional: Hope That Renews Strength
The journey of parenting prodigal children can be exhausting, emotionally
and spiritually. Yet God promises to renew your strength as you place your
hope in Him. This renewal is not just physical but deeply spiritual, enabling
you to persevere despite the challenges.

When you feel weary or overwhelmed, turn afresh to God’s promises. Let His
strength be your anchor and refuge. He equips you to keep walking in faith, to
love with endurance, and to hope without giving up. Remember, you do not
walk this path alone.

Let today’s promise remind you that hope in the Lord is a source of power and
refreshment for your weary soul.

Day 6: 💪 Strengthened by God’s Promise

Parenting Prodigal Children with Hope Page 37 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Reflect and Apply
�. Where do you find your strength when parenting feels too hard?

�. How can placing hope in God transform your emotional weariness?

�. In what ways has God already strengthened you through this journey?

Day 6: 💪 Strengthened by God’s Promise
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Journaling Prompts
�. Describe moments when God renewed your strength unexpectedly.

�. Write about what hope in the Lord means to you personally.

�. List verses or prayers that encourage you when feeling weak.

Day 6: 💪 Strengthened by God’s Promise
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Prayer for Today
Lord, I surrender my weariness and ask You to renew my strength. Help me to
find hope in Your promises and refuge in Your presence. When the journey
feels long, remind me that Your power is made perfect in weakness.
Strengthen my spirit to love and hope without giving up.

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 💪🙏✨

Day 6: 💪 Strengthened by God’s Promise
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Day 7: 🌈 Celebrating God’s Restoration
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Your Verse
Jeremiah 29:11 - 'For I know the plans I have for you,' declares the Lord, 'plans
to prosper you and not to harm you.'

Supporting Scriptures
Joel 2:25 - 'I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has
eaten.'
Psalm 126:3 - 'The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled
with joy.'

Day 7: 🌈 Celebrating God’s Restoration
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Devotional: Hope Flourishes in God’s Restoration
Today, we celebrate the hope of restoration. God’s promises reassure us that
He has good plans for your child and for you. No matter the years lost, God
can bring renewal, healing, and joy into your family’s story. True restoration
begins with God’s power to redeem what seems broken.

As you continue your parenting journey, hold fast to this hope. Rejoice in
small signs of change and trust God’s sovereign plan. Your faith, prayers, and
love are seeds that God will use to restore and renew. Let your heart be filled
with joy as you lean into the future that God holds.

Celebrate the God of restoration, who makes all things new.

Day 7: 🌈 Celebrating God’s Restoration

Parenting Prodigal Children with Hope Page 43 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Reflect and Apply
�. What restoration do you hope to see in your child and family?

�. How does God’s promise of good plans give you courage today?

�. In what ways can you celebrate small steps of your child’s return?

Day 7: 🌈 Celebrating God’s Restoration
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write a hope-filled letter to your child in your journal.

�. Record moments of joy or progress since you began this study.

�. List ways to celebrate and encourage restoration in your family.

Day 7: 🌈 Celebrating God’s Restoration
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Prayer for Today
Gracious God, thank You for Your promises of restoration and hope. I trust
that You have good plans for my child’s future and my family. Help me to
remain joyful and patient, celebrating every step of healing and return. Renew
my strength and fill me with hope as I wait on Your perfect timing.

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🌈🙏✨❤ 

Day 7: 🌈 Celebrating God’s Restoration
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💌 A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we’d love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you’ll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

📚 100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life
📱 Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
��� �  Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches
✍  Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
🤝 A place to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

🎁 Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

👉 Visit Now:

📌 www.HolyJot.com
📌 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

💬 We’d love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

💬 Connect with us at:
Facebook • Instagram • YouTube • TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.
Please keep it intact so the full study and credits remain.
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