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Explore the powerful story of persistent faith that
transcends cultural boundaries through Jesus and
the Syrophoenician woman’s encounter.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 21-day Bible study focused on the remarkable encounter
between Jesus and the Syrophoenician woman: a meeting that beautifully
illustrates persistent faith that crosses cultural lines. This story, found in Mark
7:24-30, invites us into a deeper understanding of how faith, courage, and
grace can break barriers in our lives and communities.

The Syrophoenician woman comes from a background very different from
that of Jesus—a Gentile from the region of Tyre and Sidon, outside the Jewish
fold. Yet, her unwavering request to Jesus reveals a faith so determined that it
refuses to be limited by cultural or ethnic boundaries. Jesus’ initial silence and
response might seem challenging at first, but it ultimately unveils a profound
lesson about grace, humility, and persistence.

Over the coming weeks, we will journey through this narrative and related
scriptures, unpacking layers of meaning and application for our own lives.
How does faith push us beyond comfort zones? What does it mean to persist
when answers are delayed or seem to deny us? And how can Jesus’ attitude
and words inspire us to cross societal lines and embrace the fullness of God's
kingdom, including all people?

Few stories capture the intersection of cultural complexity and spiritual

breakthrough as vividly as this one. By engaging with Scripture on this topic,
we gain insight into God’s heart for all peoples and are encouraged to grow a
faith that is bold, persistent, and transformative. Let us open our hearts, lean
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into God’s Word, and allow the lessons from Jesus and the Syrophoenician
woman to shape our journey of faith.
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Day 1: 3% Introduction to Persistent Faith
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Day 1: 3% Introduction to Persistent Faith

Your Verse

Mark 7:24-25 NIV "Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He

entered a house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his
presence secret,”

Supporting Scriptures

» Hebrews 11:1 "Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see.”

e Romans 10:17 "Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and
the message is heard through the word about Christ.”
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Day 1: 3% Introduction to Persistent Faith

Devotional: Faith Begins with Seeking Jesus
Persistently

Faith starts when we seek Jesus, even when the path is not clear. In Mark
7:24-25, Jesus withdraws to the region of Tyre, a Gentile area, signaling a shift
from his usual ministry to the Jews. Yet, despite wanting privacy, his presence
can't be hidden. This moment sets the stage for an extraordinary interaction
—one that challenges boundaries.

The Syrophoenician woman hears about Jesus and pursues Him. Her
persistent faith pushes her to cross cultural lines and face potential rejection
or dismissal. What motivates such faith?1t is often a deep desire for healing,
hope, or restoration. But more than that, it is the inner conviction that Jesus
alone can respond to our deepest needs.

This opening invites us to consider our own faith journey. Are we willing to
pursue Jesus even when the way is uncertain or when cultural or personal
barriers seem daunting? Like the woman, faith is an active, persistent
posture, not passive waiting.

Take a moment today to reflect on your own pursuit of Jesus. Faith is about
confidence and trust. Let this be the first step in building a persistent faith
that does not shrink back.
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Day 1: 3% Introduction to Persistent Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. What motivates you to seek Jesus persistently in your life?

2. Do you face any cultural, personal, or spiritual barriers to approaching
Jesus?

3. How does Hebrews 11:1 redefine your understanding of faith in your daily
walk?
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Day 1: 3% Introduction to Persistent Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when your faith led you to pursue Jesus despite
challenges.

2. Reflect on what ‘confidence in what we hope for’ means to you
personally.

3. Journal ways you can cultivate a more persistent faith starting today.
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Day 1: 3% Introduction to Persistent Faith

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, thank You for the example of persistent faith shown in Your Word.
Help me to seek You with confidence and courage, even when the way is
difficult or unclear. Open my eyes to see Your presence and Your hand at work
in every area of my life. Give me the strength to press through barriers and
cultural boundaries that might hold me back. May my heart grow in trust and
hope as I pursue You daily. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, %> €
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Day 2: Q, Understanding Cultural Barriers
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Day 2: Q Understanding Cultural Barriers

Your Verse

Mark 7:26 NIV "The woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She
begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Ephesians 2:14 "For he himself is our peace, who has made the two
groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.”

e Galatians 3:28 "There is neither Jew nor Gentile... for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.”
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Day 2: Q Understanding Cultural Barriers

Devotional: Faith That Crosses Barriers of Culture and
Identity

The Syrophoenician woman’s background marked her as an outsider in Jesus’
Jewish world. Her Gentile identity could have been a significant cultural
barrier. Yet, in desperation and faith, she approaches Jesus, demonstrating
that genuine faith knows no boundaries.

Her plea shows us how cultural, ethnic, or social divisions can be challenged
by faith that trusts in God’s power and grace. Jesus’ ministry often broke these
walls, and through the gospel, divides are being bridged even today.

In Ephesians 2:14, Paul speaks of Christ breaking down hostility and creating
peace. This is precisely what Jesus models with the Syrophoenician woman
—welcoming persistent seekers regardless of background.

Reflecting on this, we can recognize barriers in our own hearts or community
and ask God to help us overcome them, embracing the unity and love Christ
calls us to.
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Day 2: Q Understanding Cultural Barriers

Reflect and Apply

1. What cultural or social barriers exist in your life or community that
hinder faith?

2. How does Jesus’ interaction with the Syrophoenician woman challenge
societal norms?

3. In what ways can you contribute to breaking down barriers for others in
faith?
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Day 2: Q Understanding Cultural Barriers

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time cultural differences affected your faith or access to
community.

2. List barriers you sense God calling you to overcome or help others cross.

3. Reflect on Galatians 3:28 and how it applies in your daily relationships.
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Day 2: Q Understanding Cultural Barriers

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for breaking down barriers through Your love and
grace. Help me to see beyond cultural boundaries and embrace others with
open arms. Remove any walls of hostility in my heart, and empower me to be
a bridge of peace and unity. May my faith boldly cross every barrier for Your

glory. Amen. @ @
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Day 3: (3§ Boldness in Approaching Jesus
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Day 3: (8%) Boldness in Approaching Jesus

Your Verse

Mark 7:27 NIV "First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, for it is not
right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Hebrews 4:16 "Let us then approach God's throne of grace with
confidence..”

e James 1:5 "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God...”
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Day 3: (8%) Boldness in Approaching Jesus

Devotional: Courage to Approach Jesus Despite
Challenges

Jesus’ words to the Syrophoenician woman may seem harsh—calling Israel
the ‘children’ and Gentiles 'dogs.’ Yet, her response reveals exceptional
courage and humility. Rather than retreat, she engages Jesus’ metaphor with
faith and wit.

This moment highlights the necessity of boldness in approaching God, even
when challenges or apparent obstacles arise. The woman does not allow
Jesus’ initial challenge to stop her; instead, she persists in faith.

Hebrews 4:16 encourages believers to approach God’s throne with confidence.
This confidence grows not from entitlement but from trust in God’s mercy
and readiness to hear us.

Today, we learn to be bold, faithful petitioners before God, knowing that
persistence leads to breakthrough.
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Day 3: (8%) Boldness in Approaching Jesus

Reflect and Apply

1. When have you felt discouraged or rejected in your pursuit of God or
spiritual growth?

2. How can the Syrophoenician woman'’s boldness inspire you to keep
seeking God?

3. What helps you approach God 'with confidence’ even in difficult
circumstances?
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Day 3: (8%) Boldness in Approaching Jesus

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time you felt bold in prayer or faith despite opposition.

2. Write a prayer asking God to increase your courage to approach Him.

3. List specific fears or doubts that keep you from being persistent in faith.
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Day 3: (8%) Boldness in Approaching Jesus

Prayer for Today

Father God, grant me boldness like the Syrophoenician woman to come
before You with confidence, even when I feel unworthy or discouraged. Help
me to persevere and trust in Your mercy and love. Teach me to hold fast to
faith no matter the challenges I face. In Jesus’ name, Amen. (» J\, @
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Day 4: 2 The Power of Persistent Prayer
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Day 4: 2 The Power of Persistent Prayer

Your Verse

Mark 7:28 NIV "’Yes, Lord,’ she replied, even the dogs under the table eat the
children’s crumbs.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Luke 18:1 "Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they
should always pray and not give up.”

e 1Thessalonians 5:17 "Pray continually.”
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Day 4: 2 The Power of Persistent Prayer

Devotional: Persistent Prayer Yields Grace and
Healing

The woman’s reply to Jesus is a masterclass in persistent prayer and humility.
By accepting her position yet holding onto hope, she models how to keep
asking, believing God's grace extends even to the seemingly least.

Jesus is impressed; her faithfulness moves Him to act. This teaches us that
persistent prayer, even in the face of silence or delay, is powerful.

Jesus’ parable in Luke 18 reinforces the call to persist in prayer without losing
heart. God honors faithful persistence, shaping our faith and revealing His
answers in His perfect timing.

Today, consider your own prayer life. Are you persistently bringing your
needs before God? Are you humble and trusting like the Syrophoenician
woman?
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Day 4: 2 The Power of Persistent Prayer

Reflect and Apply

1. Do you tend to give up quickly in prayer, or do you persist with faith?

2. How does humility strengthen your prayers and relationship with God?

3. What changes can you make to pray more persistently and faithfully?
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Day 4: 2 The Power of Persistent Prayer

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a prayer you kept persisting in and saw an answer.

2. Reflect on areas in your life where you need to persist in prayer.

3. Journal your feelings about God's timing and how it affects your prayers.
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Day 4: 2 The Power of Persistent Prayer

Prayer for Today

Gracious Lord, teach me to be persistent in prayer like the Syrophoenician
woman who trusted Your grace. Help me to approach You with humility and
unwavering faith. Strengthen my spirit so I never lose heart, believing You
hear and answer in Your perfect timing. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, € &
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Day 5: @ Faith That Transforms
Perspectives
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Day 5: @ Faith That Transforms Perspectives

Your Verse

Mark 7:29 NIV "Then Jesus said to her, 'For such a reply, you may go; the
demon has left your daughter.”

Supporting Scriptures

o John 3:16 "For God so loved the world...”

e Romans 12:2 "Be transformed by the renewing of your mind...”
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Day 5: @ Faith That Transforms Perspectives

Devotional: Faith Breaks Through to New
Understanding and Healing

Jesus’ blessing and healing come as a result of the woman’s persistent faith.
Her reply shifts Jesus’ perspective, demonstrating how faith can open hearts
even in unexpected ways.

Transformed perspectives are at the heart of God’s work among us—not only
does our faith grow, but we also begin to see beyond ourselves, into the
broader scope of God’s kingdom.

Romans 12:2 calls us to be transformed, indicating faith has the power to
renew mindsets, tear down prejudices, and invite healing.

Like the Syrophoenician woman, our faith invites transformation both
internally and in our relationships with others. Healing flows where faith
bridges gaps and changes attitudes.
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Day 5: @ Faith That Transforms Perspectives

Reflect and Apply

1. What perspectives in your life need transformation by faith?

2. How can persistent faith open your eyes to God’s broader kingdom
purposes?

3. Where do you see God challenging your views on inclusion and grace?
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Day 5: @ Faith That Transforms Perspectives

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time your faith led to a changed perspective.

2. Reflect on how you can cultivate openness to God’s transforming work.

3. Journal how you might extend grace to others from different
backgrounds.
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Day 5: @ Faith That Transforms Perspectives

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for the way faith can transform hearts and minds. Help me to
be open to Your renewing work that breaks down barriers and broadens my
understanding of Your love. May my faith bring healing, both inside me and
to those around me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. £ @ J\
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Day 6: ¥ God’s Heart for the Outsider
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Day 6: ¥ God’s Heart for the Outsider

Your Verse

b/ 4

Matthew 15:24 NIV "He answered, [ was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 147:19-20 "He has revealed his word to Jacob, his laws and decrees
to Israel...”

e [saiah 56:3-6 "Let no foreigner who is bound to the LORD say, ‘The
LORD wiill surely exclude me.””
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Day 6: ¥ God’s Heart for the Outsider

Devotional: God Nears Outsiders with Love and
Invitation

Jesus’ mission was initially to the Jews, but the narrative shows His openness
to Gentiles like the Syrophoenician woman. This tension highlights God's
plan to ultimately extend salvation far beyond Israel.

Psalm 147 and Isaiah show God’s law initially given to Israel yet also His
desire to include sojourners and foreigners who turn to Him. The woman’s
faith is a tangible example of this expansion.

God’s heart consistently reaches out to outsiders, inviting all who will come to
experience His grace and salvation.

Let us embrace God’s inclusive love, and pray that our hearts mirror it as we
engage others who may feel excluded or distant from Him.
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Day 6: ®J God’s Heart for the Outsider

Reflect and Apply

1. How does God’s heart for outsiders shape your view of inclusion?

2. Do you see parallels in how Jesus responded to the woman with how you
engage others?

3. What does it mean to you that God's invitation is extended to all?
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Day 6: ¥ God’s Heart for the Outsider

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about someone you've seen as an ‘outsider’ that God invites you to
love.

2. Reflect on your own experience of feeling included or excluded in faith
communities.

3. Journal ways to welcome and embrace those culturally different from
you.
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Day 6: ®J God’s Heart for the Outsider

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for Your wide embrace of all who come to You, including
those often seen as outsiders. Help me to reflect Your heart by welcoming and
loving others without prejudice. Teach me to see people as You do—worthy of
grace and belonging. In Jesus’ name, Amen. @ @ J\
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Day 7: () Lessons in Humility and Boldness
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Day 7: () Lessons in Humility and Boldness

Your Verse

Mark 7:28 NIV "Yes, Lord, she replied...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 2:3 "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in
humility consider others better than yourselves.”

e Proverbs 3:5 "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding.”
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Day 7: () Lessons in Humility and Boldness

Devotional: Balancing Humility with Bold Faith

The Syrophoenician woman’s reply is humble yet bold, a balance we are
called to embrace. Her reply acknowledges her position yet confidently trusts
Jesus’ power.

Philippians 2:3 reminds us humility is about selflessness and valuing others.
Her faith is the model of that humility mixed with bold trust.

We often struggle to be both humble and bold simultaneously. But God calls
us to this tension—to approach Him with reverence and trust, knowing He
desires our persistent faith.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Persistent Faith Across Cultures: Jesus and the Syrophoenician Woman Page 45 0f 131

Day 7: () Lessons in Humility and Boldness

Reflect and Apply

1. Do you struggle more with being humble or being bold in your faith?

2. How can humility empower you to be more persistent in prayer and
faith?

3. What can Proverbs 3:5 teach you about trusting God beyond your
understanding?
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Day 7: () Lessons in Humility and Boldness

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a moment you balanced humility and boldness in faith.

2. Write a prayer asking God to help you develop both qualities.

3. List practical ways to express humility while boldly seeking God.
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Day 7: () Lessons in Humility and Boldness

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to walk in humility while boldly trusting You. Help me to value
others and seek You persistently, even when the journey is challenging. May
my faith be pleasing to You, trusting wholly in Your wisdom and grace. In

Jesus’ name, Amen. J\ ¥ (&
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Day 8: (-] The Role of Words in Faith
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Day 8: (-] The Role of Words in Faith
Your Verse
Mark 729 NIV "Then Jesus said to her...”
Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 18:21 "The tongue has the power of life and death...”

e James 3:5 "The tongue is a small part of the body; but it makes great
boasts.”
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Day 8: (-] The Role of Words in Faith

Devotional: Speaking Faith: Words that Open Doors

The dialogue between Jesus and the woman demonstrates how words reveal,
challenge, and affirm faith. Her reply transforms the conversation, opening a
door to blessing.

Proverbs 18:21 teaches the power of words in shaping life’s outcomes.
Similarly, James highlights the tongue’s potential impact.

Our words matter. Speaking our faith aloud, confessing hope and trust amid
challenges, can open pathways where silence might close them.
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Day 8: (-] The Role of Words in Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. How do your words reflect your faith during struggles or challenges?

2. Can you recall a time when speaking faith changed a situation for you?

3. How might you consciously use your words to express persistent faith
today?
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Day 8: (-] The Role of Words in Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite out a faith confession you can speak daily.

2. Reflect on how your speech impacts your faith journey.

3.Journal a prayer asking God to guard your tongue and empower your
words.
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Day 8: (-] The Role of Words in Faith

Prayer for Today

God of truth, help me to speak words of faith and life. Guard my tongue from
negativity or doubt and empower me to proclaim Your promises boldly. May
my speech be a reflection of my persistent trust in You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

= PAS 4

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

' H()ly_]()t Persistent Faith Across Cultures: Jesus and the Syrophoenician Woman Page 54 0f 131

Day 9: £ Embracing God’s Inclusive
Kingdom
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Day 9: /@ Embracing God’s Inclusive Kingdom

Your Verse

Galatians 3:28 NIV "There is neither Jew nor Gentile... for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Revelation 79 A great multitude no one could count, from every nation,
standing before the throne.”

o Colossians 3:11 "Here there is no Gentile or Jew... but Christ is all, and is in
all”
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Day 9: 2 Embracing God’s Inclusive Kingdom

Devotional: Faith Unites Us Across Differences

God’s kingdom transcends cultural and ethnic divisions, uniting all believers
in Christ. The Syrophoenician woman'’s story is a powerful foil to segregation
and exclusion.

Galatians 3:28 reminds us all are one in Christ Jesus. This is radically
inclusive, calling us to embrace diversity within unity.

Revelation envisions a worshiping community from every nation,
emphasizing God’s heart for universal inclusion.

Believing in this truth shapes how we live, worship, and serve, pushing
persistent faith to cross social and cultural boundaries.
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Day 9: 2 Embracing God’s Inclusive Kingdom

Reflect and Apply

1. Do you embrace the full diversity of God's kingdom in your community?

2. How can persistent faith help you break down racial or cultural divides?

3. What steps can you take to better reflect the inclusive love of Christ?
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Day 9: /@ Embracing God’s Inclusive Kingdom

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about your experiences with diversity in your faith community.

2. Reflect on how scripture shapes your view of unity across differences.

3. Journal a commitment to promoting inclusion in your church and life.
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Day 9: 2 Embracing God’s Inclusive Kingdom

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for the gift of unity in diversity through Jesus. Help me to live
out this truth, breaking down barriers and embracing all Your people. May
my faith persist in bringing Your inclusive love to all communities. In Jesus’
name, Amen. @ 1| P
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Day 10: & The Heart of Persistent Faith
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Day 10: { The Heart of Persistent Faith

Your Verse

Luke 18:1 NIV "Always pray and never give up.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 5:3 "We also glory in our sufferings, because we know suffering
produces perseverance.”

e James 5:16 "The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.”
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Day 10: { The Heart of Persistent Faith

Devotional: Never Giving Up: The Core of Persistent
Faith

Persistent faith refuses to quit—even when answers don’t come quickly or
challenges persist. Jesus encourages His followers to ‘always pray and never
give up’ in Luke 18:1.

Suffering and waiting refine faith, producing perseverance, as Paul explains
in Romans. Persistent prayer connects us to God’s power and grace.

Faith is not passive but actively pressing forward. This commitment deepens
our relationship with God and matures us into His likeness.
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Day 10: { The Heart of Persistent Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. What trials test your faith to persist in prayer and trust?

2. How do you personally keep from giving up in your faith journey?

3. In what ways has persistent prayer been effective in your life?
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Day 10: { The Heart of Persistent Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a trial where persistent faith led to growth.

2. Write about strategies you use to persevere in prayer.

3.Journal a promise from scripture that encourages you to persist.
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Day 10: { The Heart of Persistent Faith

Prayer for Today

Dear God, strengthen my heart to never give up in faith and prayer. Help me
to embrace trials as opportunities for perseverance. May Your power work
through my persistent faith to bring glory to Your name. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. (& J\
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Day 11: 3 Growing Faith Through
Challenges
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Day 11: 95 Growing Faith Through Challenges

Your Verse

James 1:2-3 NIV "Consider it pure joy... whenever you face trials, because you
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Peter 1:6-7 "In all this you greatly rejoice... the proven genuineness of
your faith.”

e Romans 8:28 "In all things God works for the good of those who love
him.”
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Day 11: 95 Growing Faith Through Challenges

Devotional: Challenges Shape and Strengthen Faith

Faith is refined through trials, leading to endurance and maturity. James
encourages believers to find joy in challenges because they test and
strengthen faith.

This refining process produces a faith more genuine and reliant on God’s
goodness and promises.

Remember, as Romans 8:28 assures us, God works all things for our good,
even when we cannot see the outcome clearly.
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Day 11: 95 Growing Faith Through Challenges

Reflect and Apply

1. How have challenges in your life shaped your faith?
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2. Can you find joy amid trials, trusting God’s purposes?

3. What lessons has God taught you through perseverance?
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Day 11: 95 Growing Faith Through Challenges

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a specific trial that deepened your faith.

2. Reflect on how your perception of challenges has changed over time.

3. Journal a prayer thanking God for growth through trials.
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Day 11: 95 Growing Faith Through Challenges

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to embrace challenges as opportunities to grow in faith. Teach
me to rejoice amid trials, knowing You are working all things together for my
good. Strengthen my perseverance and trust in Your perfect plan. In Jesus’

name, Amen. % J\ @
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Day 12: € Compassion Beyond Boundaries
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Day 12: § Compassion Beyond Boundaries

Your Verse

Matthew 9:36 NIV "When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 3:12 "Clothe yourselves with compassion... kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.”

e 1John 3:17 "If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or
sister in need but has no pity... God’s love is not in them.”
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Day 12: § Compassion Beyond Boundaries

Devotional: Faith Inspires Compassion for All

Jesus’ compassion led Him to reach out across societal boundaries to heal and
serve. His heart for the Syrophoenician woman echoes this compassion
extended to all.

Clothing ourselves with compassion and kindness reflects Christ’s love and
fuels persistent faith that puts others before self.

True faith is evident in love and care for others, irrespective of background or
status.
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Day 12: § Compassion Beyond Boundaries

Reflect and Apply

1. How does compassion play a role in your faith journey?
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2. Are there people you find difficult to show kindness to? Why?

3. How can persistent faith expand your compassion for others?
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Day 12: § Compassion Beyond Boundaries

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you showed or received unexpected compassion.

2. Reflect on how compassion affects your relationship with God and
others.

3. Journal practical ways to grow in compassion daily.
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Day 12: § Compassion Beyond Boundaries

Prayer for Today

Jesus, fill my heart with compassion that transcends boundaries. Help me to
love and serve others as You did, reflecting Your persistent faith and grace.
May Your kindness flow through me every day. In Your name, Amen. € /),

O
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Day 13: (@} Focus on Jesus, Not
Circumstances
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Day 13: (@ Focus on Jesus, Not Circumstances

Your Verse

Hebrews 12:2 NIV "Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of
faith.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 5:7 "For we live by faith, not by sight.”
o Psalm 46:10 "Be still, and know that  am God.”
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Day 13: (@ Focus on Jesus, Not Circumstances

Devotional: Eyes Fixed on Jesus Sustain Our Faith

In the face of adversity and silence, the Syrophoenician woman kept her focus
on Jesus. Hebrews 12:2 urges us to fix our eyes on Jesus to sustain and perfect

faith.

Living by faith means trusting beyond what we see—a call not always easy
but deeply rewarding.

Even when circumstances challenge us, stillness and trust in God nurture
persistent faith.
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Day 13: (@ Focus on Jesus, Not Circumstances

Reflect and Apply

1. Are you able to keep your focus on Jesus during tough times?

2. What distractions pull you away from confident trust in God?

3. How does fixing your eyes on Jesus strengthen your faith journey?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Persistent Faith Across Cultures: Jesus and the Syrophoenician Woman Page 82 of 131

Day 13: (@ Focus on Jesus, Not Circumstances

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about what helps you refocus on Jesus when discouraged.

2. Reflect on verses that encourage faith focused on Christ.

3.Journal a commitment to hold firm in faith despite circumstances.
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Day 13: (@ Focus on Jesus, Not Circumstances

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me to fix my eyes on You daily. When life’s challenges come,
remind me to trust You fully and not be distracted by circumstances.
Strengthen my heart to live by faith, anchored in Your love. Amen. ({3) J\, @
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Day 14: () Hearing God’s Voice Through
Faith
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Day 14: () Hearing God’s Voice Through Faith

Your Verse

John 10:27 NIV "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow

/4

me.

Supporting Scriptures

e Isaiah 30:21 "Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will
hear a voice behind you.”

e Revelation 3:20 "Here I am!I stand at the door and knock.”
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Day 14: () Hearing God’s Voice Through Faith

Devotional: Faith Tunes Us to God’s Voice

Faith enables us to hear and recognize God’s voice amid life’s noise. Jesus calls
His followers sheep who listen and respond.

The Syrophoenician woman’s faith likely opened her heart to hear Jesus, even
when His words challenged her.

Faith sharpens spiritual hearing, guiding our choices, and nurturing
perseverance.
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Day 14: () Hearing God’s Voice Through Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you discern God’s voice in your daily life?

2. Are there distractions or doubts that hinder your spiritual listening?

3. What steps can you take to improve your responsiveness to God?
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Day 14: () Hearing God’s Voice Through Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a moment when you felt God clearly speak to you.

2. Reflect on what helps you hear God’s voice better.

3. Journal prayers asking God for clearer spiritual hearing and obedience.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Persistent Faith Across Cultures: Jesus and the Syrophoenician Woman Page 89 of 131

Day 14: () Hearing God’s Voice Through Faith

Prayer for Today

Dear Shepherd, help me to hear Your voice clearly and respond with faith.
Silence the distractions and open my heart fully to Your leading. Teach me to
walk persistently, following You faithfully every day. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

AO®
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Day 15: {I] Grace Given to Those Who
Believe

| Bible Journaling Made Easy.
/g HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Persistent Faith Across Cultures: Jesus and the Syrophoenician Woman Page 91 0f 131

Day 15: {I] Grace Given to Those Who Believe

Your Verse

Ephesians 2:8 NIV "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Titus 2:11 "For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all
people.”

e Romans 3:24 "..and all are justitied freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”
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Day 15: {I] Grace Given to Those Who Believe

Devotional: Faith Receives God’s Amazing Grace

The Syrophoenician woman'’s faith accessed God’s grace for her daughter’s
healing. Salvation and blessing come as gifts through faith, not our works.

Ephesians 2:8 reminds us that faith is the channel for God’s unmerited favor
—His grace.

Every believer is called to receive and live in this grace, extending it to others
through persistent faith and love.
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Day 15: {I] Grace Given to Those Who Believe

Reflect and Apply

1. Do you fully grasp that grace comes as a gift through faith?

2. How does receiving grace change the way you live and relate to others?

3. What grace might you need to extend to yourself or someone else?
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Day 15: {I] Grace Given to Those Who Believe

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how grace has impacted your faith journey.
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2. Reflect on any barriers you feel to fully accepting God’s grace.

3.Journal a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s gift of grace.
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Day 15: {I] Grace Given to Those Who Believe

Prayer for Today

Thank You, Lord, for the gift of grace freely given through faith. Help me to
receive it daily and live a life marked by Your love and mercy. Teach me to
extend Your grace to others just as You have to me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. {J]

AN 4
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Day 16: € Faith as Our Spiritual Armor
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Day 16: © Faith as Our Spiritual Armor

Your Verse

Ephesians 6:16 NIV "Take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 10:5 "Take every thought captive to obey Christ.”

e 1Peter 5:8-9 "Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls...
resist him.”
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Day 16: © Faith as Our Spiritual Armor

Devotional: Protecting Faith Through Spiritual
Vigilance

Persistent faith is a critical defense against spiritual attacks. Paul urges
believers to take up the shield of faith, guarding against doubts, fear, and
temptation.

The Syrophoenician woman’s faith shielded her from discouragement,
enabling her to persist.

Faith also helps us control our thoughts and resist evil schemes, maintaining
spiritual health and breakthrough.
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Day 16: © Faith as Our Spiritual Armor

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways do you experience spiritual challenges that test your faith?

2. How do you actively use faith as protection in daily life?

3. What practices help you keep your mind focused on Christ?
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Day 16: © Faith as Our Spiritual Armor

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how faith has shielded you during spiritual battles.

2. Reflect on thoughts or fears you need to submit to Christ.

3. Journal steps you can take to be more spiritually vigilant.
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Day 16: © Faith as Our Spiritual Armor

Prayer for Today

Mighty God, strengthen my faith as a shield against all attacks. Help me to
take every thought captive and resist the enemy’s schemes. Equip me to stand
firm, supported by Your power and protection. In Jesus’ name, Amen. §) J\,
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Day 17: < Faith Builds Bridges of
Relationship
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Day 17: & Faith Builds Bridges of Relationship

Your Verse

Romans 12:10 NIV "Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another
above yourselves.”

Supporting Scriptures

 John 13:34 "Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another.”

 Ephesians 4:2 "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love.”
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Day 17: < Faith Builds Bridges of Relationship

Devotional: Growing Faith Through Loving Others

Faith is not only personal but also relational. The Syrophoenician woman’s
faith opened a bridge with Jesus, crossing cultural boundaries with love and
respect.

Romans 12:10 and John 13:34 call believers into genuine love and honor
toward each other, key for community and unity:.

Persistent faith grows as we bear with and love others, reflecting Christ’s
heart.
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Day 17: & Faith Builds Bridges of Relationship

Reflect and Apply

1. How does love and devotion in relationships strengthen your faith?

2. Are there relationships where faith could build bridges now?

3. What role does humility play in loving others persistently?
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Day 17: & Faith Builds Bridges of Relationship

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a relationship deepened by faith and love.
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2. Reflect on ways you can improve in patience and honor.

3. Journal prayers for reconciliation or strengthening of bonds.
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Day 17: & Faith Builds Bridges of Relationship

Prayer for Today

Jesus, teach me to love others with humility and devotion. Help me build
bridges through faith-filled relationships that honor You. May my persistent
love reflect Your heart to everyone I meet. In Your name, Amen. & J\ @
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Day 18: 3% Hope That Does Not Disappoint
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Day 18: 3% Hope That Does Not Disappoint

Your Verse

Romans 5:5 NIV "Hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 33:22 "May Your unfailing love be with us... through our hope in
You.”

 Lamentations 3:24 "I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I
will wait for him.”
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Day 18: 3% Hope That Does Not Disappoint

Devotional: Hope Anchored in God’s Love Sustains Us

Hope rooted in God’s love strengthens persistent faith through setbacks and
delays. The Syrophoenician woman’s hope never wavered despite initial
resistance.

Romans 5:5 assures us that God’s love, poured by the Spirit, sustains hope
that never disappoints.

Wiaiting on God with confident hope nurtures patience and perseverance in
faith.
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Day 18: 3% Hope That Does Not Disappoint

Reflect and Apply

1. How does hope fuel your persistent faith during waiting seasons?

2. What encourages you to keep trusting God despite delays?

3. How can you actively nurture hope in daily life?
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Day 18: 3% Hope That Does Not Disappoint

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time hope helped you persevere in faith.
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2. Reflect on God’s love as the foundation of your hope.

3. Journal practical steps to strengthen your hopeful attitude.
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Day 18: 3% Hope That Does Not Disappoint

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, pour Your love into my heart so my hope remains strong and
unwavering. Help me to wait patiently for God’s timing and trust His perfect
plan. May my hope sustain my faith and bring glory to God. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. 3% /\ @
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Day 19: €7 The Comfort of God’s Presence
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Day 19: €2 The Comfort of God’s Presence

Your Verse

Psalm 23:4 NIV "Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no
evil, for You are with me...”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 41:10 "Do not fear, for I am with you...”

e John 14:16 "And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
advocate to help you...”
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Day 19: €2 The Comfort of God’s Presence

Devotional: Faith Grows Stronger with God’s
Nearness

Persistent faith is nurtured by the assurance of God’s abiding presence. The
Syrophoenician woman may have clung to this hope as she sought Jesus.

Scripture repeatedly assures us we are not alone, even in dark or uncertain
times.

God’s presence comforts and strengthens us to endure with persistent,
confident faith.
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Day 19: €2 The Comfort of God’s Presence

Reflect and Apply

1. When has God’s presence comforted you in hardship?

2. How does knowing God is with you change your experience of
challenges?

3. What practices help you feel closer to God daily?
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Day 19: €2 The Comfort of God’s Presence

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you felt intimately God’s presence.

2. Reflect on moments where God’s comfort helped your faith persist.

3. Journal ways to cultivate awareness of God’s presence.
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Day 19: €2 The Comfort of God’s Presence

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your constant presence that calms fear and strengthens
faith. Help me to trust You fully even in life’s darkest valleys. Draw me closer
to You daily and comfort me with Your peace. In Jesus’ name, Amen. €3 J\, &
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Day 20: & Celebrating Faith’s Victories
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Day 20: B Celebrating Faith’s Victories

Your Verse

1 Corinthians 15:58 NIV "Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm.
Let nothing move you... always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 126:3 "The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled
with joy.”

e Philippians 4:13 "I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”
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Day 20: B Celebrating Faith’s Victories

Devotional; Faith Founded on God’s Faithful Victories

Persistent faith brings joy as we celebrate God’s victories over challenges. The
Syrophoenician woman experienced her daughter’s healing as a tangible
triumph of faith.

Paul encourages believers to stand firm and rejoice in the Lord’s work,
empowered by His strength.

Celebrating small and large victories encourages us to keep persisting in faith
and service.
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Day 20: B Celebrating Faith’s Victories

Reflect and Apply

1. What recent victories in faith can you celebrate?

2. How does gratitude fuel perseverance in your spiritual walk?

3. In what ways can you encourage others with stories of faith’s success?
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Day 20: B Celebrating Faith’s Victories

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a personal faith victory and its impact.
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2. Reflect on how gratitude changes your perspective.

3.Journal a praise list of God’s work in your life.
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Day 20: B Celebrating Faith’s Victories

Prayer for Today

Thank You, Lord, for the victories You bring through persistent faith. Help me
to stand firm, rejoicing in Your power and strength. May my life always give
You glory as I serve faithfully and with joy. In Jesus’ name, Amen. & J\ @
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Day 21: %> Living Out Persistent, Boundary-
Breaking Faith
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Day 21: %} Living Out Persistent, Boundary-Breaking Faith

Your Verse
Matthew 28:19 NIV "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations...”
Supporting Scriptures

e Acts 1:8 "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you...”

o Hebrews 10:24 "And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Persistent Faith Across Cultures: Jesus and the Syrophoenician Woman Page 128 of 131

Day 21: %} Living Out Persistent, Boundary-Breaking Faith

Devotional: Faith in Action: Crossing All Boundaries
Boldly

The story of the Syrophoenician woman culminates in a call to live
boundary-breaking faith actively. Jesus’ Great Commission in Matthew 28:19
calls all believers to cross cultural lines with gospel hope.

Faith empowered by the Spirit emboldens and equips us to share God’s love
across divides and persist in mission and ministry.

Hebrews encourages mutual encouragement as we live out this faith together.

May your faith be both persistent and courageous, crossing every barrier to
share God's mercy and hope.
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Day 21: %} Living Out Persistent, Boundary-Breaking Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. How is God calling you to break boundaries in your faith journey?

2. What fears or barriers might you need to overcome with persistent faith?

3. How can you encourage others to live out their boundary-breaking faith?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Persistent Faith Across Cultures: Jesus and the Syrophoenician Woman Page 130 of 131

Day 21: %} Living Out Persistent, Boundary-Breaking Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about specific ways to engage people from different cultures or
backgrounds.

2. Reflect on the role of the Holy Spirit in empowering your faith.

3.Journal a prayer committing to faithful action and encouragement.
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Day 21: %} Living Out Persistent, Boundary-Breaking Faith

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, empower me to live out persistent and bold faith that crosses
every boundary. Fill me with courage and love to share the gospel and
encourage others in their journeys. Help me to be a light in every place I go. In

Jesus’ name, Amen. ¥> /\, @
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