
21-day plan equipping parents to nurture diligence,
responsibility, and godly initiative in children

through Scripture and reflection.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.HolyJot.com

Raising Diligent Kids:
Growth in Responsibility

and Initiative

https://www.holyjot.com/


Table of contents
Introduction  

Day 1: 🌱 Start with Growth: Foundations of Diligence  

Day 2: 🐜 Lessons from the Ant: Learning Diligence Early  

Day 3: 🔥 Heart of Initiative: Taking Godly Responsibility  

Day 4: ⏰ Time Management: Teaching Kids to Use Time Well  

Day 5: 💡 Leading by Example: Parents as Role Models  

Day 6: 🛡  Guarding Against Laziness: Recognizing the Danger  

Day 7: 📖 Teaching Truth: Instilling Biblical Work Ethic  

Day 8: 🍎 Accountability: Teaching Responsibility through Love  

Day 9: 🏆 Reward and Encourage: Celebrating Growth in Diligence  

Day 10: 🔄 Patience in the Process: Growth Takes Time  

Day 11: 🧠 Mind Renewal: Growth Starts in the Heart and Mind  

Day 12: 🌾 Sowing and Reaping: The Fruit of Diligence  

Day 13: 🛠  Skill Building: Equipping Children for Responsibility  

Day 14: 🤝 Community and Cooperation: Growing Together  

Day 15: 🔧 Problem Solving: Encouraging Godly Initiative  

Day 16: 🌟 Integrity in Work: Teaching Honesty and Excellence  

8/12/25, 7:04 PM

file:///D:/api.holyjot.com/wwwroot/jsreport/temp/autocleanup/0ad048d0-b1d1-4e8a-b40c-a64927c20337-chrome-pdf.html 1/2

Table of contents
4

6

12

18

24

30

36

42

48

54

60

66

72

78

84

90

96

Raising Diligent Kids: Growth in Responsibility and Initiative Page 2 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Day 17: 🌄 Vision and Goals: Guiding Purposeful Growth  

Day 18: 💪 Endurance and Strength: Staying Strong in Growth  

Day 19: 🎯 Focus and Discipline: Avoiding Distractions  

Day 20: 🎉 Celebrating Progress: Gratitude for Growth  

Day 21: 🚀 Launching Forward: Continuing Growth Beyond the
Study

 

8/12/25, 7:04 PM

file:///D:/api.holyjot.com/wwwroot/jsreport/temp/autocleanup/0ad048d0-b1d1-4e8a-b40c-a64927c20337-chrome-pdf.html 2/2

102

108

114

120

126

Raising Diligent Kids: Growth in Responsibility and Initiative Page 3 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


📖 Introduction
Raising children in today’s world is challenging. With distractions all around
and instant gratification at their fingertips, teaching kids to embrace hard
work and responsibility requires intentionality. God’s Word provides wisdom
that guides parents in cultivating godly values like diligence, responsibility,
and initiative in their children. These traits help children not only to reject
sloth, but also to grow into mature, faithful adults who contribute positively to
their families and communities.

Over the next 21 days, this study plan will walk through Scripture passages
that highlight the importance of growth — spiritual, character, and practical
growth. Each day offers a devotional centered on helping parents understand
and model these principles before their children, along with reflections and
journaling prompts to develop deeper insight and application.

Essential truths will include: God's desire for us to work wholeheartedly
(Colossians 3:23), the dangers of laziness (Proverbs 6:6-11), the blessing of
responsibility (Luke 16:10), and how initiative reflects a heart transformed by
grace (Philippians 2:13).

Importantly, you won’t be left to just instruct your children: you’ll be
encouraged daily in your own growth as a parent, learning to lead by example
in faith and diligence. Real growth starts in your heart first — as you grow,
your children will follow.
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Prepare to dive deep into God’s wisdom, reflect prayerfully, and equip your
family to reject sloth and embrace diligent living as a joyful journey.
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Day 1: 🌱 Start with Growth: Foundations of
Diligence
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Your Verse
Colossians 3:23 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for human masters."

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 22:6 - "Start children off on the way they should go, and even
when they are old they will not turn from it."
Ecclesiastes 9:10 - "Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your
might..."

Day 1: 🌱 Start with Growth: Foundations of Diligence
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Devotional: Work Wholeheartedly as for the Lord
Starting strong matters. Teaching children to approach tasks with diligence
shapes their character deeply. Colossians 3:23 reminds us that our efforts are
ultimately for God, not just earthly rewards or recognition. This shifts the
perspective from grudging duty to joyful worship.

For parents, this means modeling wholeheartedness. When your child sees
you leaning into responsibilities with a willing heart, it speaks louder than
words. It's not about perfection but persistence.

Pray and ask God to help you reflect this attitude daily. As your children
observe your faithful work ethic, they will learn to embrace their own tasks
with energy and purpose.

Day 1: 🌱 Start with Growth: Foundations of Diligence
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Reflect and Apply
�. How can I demonstrate wholehearted work in my daily life for my

children to see?

�. What are practical ways to encourage diligence without harshness?

�. In what areas do my children need encouragement to try harder or take
initiative?

Day 1: 🌱 Start with Growth: Foundations of Diligence
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Journaling Prompts
�. List three chores or responsibilities you want your child to embrace with

diligence.

�. Write about a time when your work attitude positively influenced your
child.

�. Reflect on your own struggles with diligence and how God has helped
you.

Day 1: 🌱 Start with Growth: Foundations of Diligence
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Prayer for Today
Lord, help me to honor You in all I do. Teach me to work with a wholehearted
spirit and to pass this on to my children. Grow in me the fruit of diligence so I
can model it well. Empower my kids to reject laziness and take joy in
responsibility. Guide our hearts to seek Your glory above all. Amen. 🙏🌿💪

Day 1: 🌱 Start with Growth: Foundations of Diligence
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Day 2: 🐜 Lessons from the Ant: Learning
Diligence Early
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Your Verse
Proverbs 6:6 - "Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!"

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 10:4 - "Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring
wealth."
Proverbs 12:24 - "Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in forced
labor."

Day 2: 🐜 Lessons from the Ant: Learning Diligence Early
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Devotional: Embrace Industrious Habits Like the Ant
Nature offers powerful lessons. The ant’s example in Proverbs 6:6-8
highlights amazing diligence and foresight. These little creatures work
persistently without a supervisor yet prepare wisely for the future.

Teaching kids about the ant’s ways is a creative way to build a biblical
understanding of responsibility. As parents, we can use such examples to
inspire children toward productive habits, emphasizing that God loves
perseverance and preparation.

Using stories and examples makes teachings memorable. Encourage your
child to observe creation and see God’s wisdom embedded in everyday life.
Praise small faithful efforts and highlight how diligence honors God.

Day 2: 🐜 Lessons from the Ant: Learning Diligence Early
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Reflect and Apply
�. What practical lessons does the ant teach about work and planning?

�. How do I encourage my child to take initiative without constant
prompting?

�. What rewards might my child see from developing good work habits
now?

Day 2: 🐜 Lessons from the Ant: Learning Diligence Early
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Journaling Prompts
�. Describe a habit you want to cultivate in your child based on this ant

analogy.

�. Write about times when you struggled with laziness and how you
overcame it.

�. List ways you can creatively teach your child biblical diligence.

Day 2: 🐜 Lessons from the Ant: Learning Diligence Early
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Prayer for Today
Father, thank You for Your creation that teaches us valuable lessons. Help me
to guide my children in developing wise, diligent habits like the ant. Give
them initiative and joy in responsibility. Keep us from lazy attitudes and bless
our efforts to serve You well. May our work glorify You. Amen. 🐜📖💡

Day 2: 🐜 Lessons from the Ant: Learning Diligence Early
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Day 3: 🔥 Heart of Initiative: Taking Godly
Responsibility
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Your Verse
Luke 16:10 - "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with
much..."

Supporting Scriptures
Galatians 6:4 - "Each one should test their own actions. Then they can
take pride in themselves, without comparing themselves to someone
else."
Ecclesiastes 4:9 - "Two are better than one, because they have a good
return for their labor."

Day 3: 🔥 Heart of Initiative: Taking Godly Responsibility
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Devotional: Encouraging Trustworthy Initiative in
Children
Initiative blossoms when responsibility is trusted and reinforced. Luke 16:10
challenges us that small trusted actions prepare for greater responsibilities.
Teaching children to own their tasks — even small ones — develops
character and confidence.

As parents, inviting kids to take initiative means stepping back at times and
trusting them to try. Celebrate effort and perseverance even if mistakes
happen. This builds a sense of ownership grounded in God's principles.

Encourage children to think creatively about ways they can help or serve
family needs. Reinforce that initiative is a reflection of a heart that wants to
love and serve God and others.

Day 3: 🔥 Heart of Initiative: Taking Godly Responsibility
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do I currently invite or block initiative in my child’s life?

�. What are small, trustable responsibilities I can assign to my child?

�. How can I help my child understand that mistakes are part of learning?

Day 3: 🔥 Heart of Initiative: Taking Godly Responsibility
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time your child took positive initiative and how you

responded.

�. Reflect on your fears or struggles to allow your child freedom to act.

�. Plan three new ways to encourage your child’s responsible initiative this
week.

Day 3: 🔥 Heart of Initiative: Taking Godly Responsibility
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Prayer for Today
Lord, help me to trust and empower my children. Grow in them a heart that
takes initiative for Your glory. Teach me patience and wisdom to guide them
lovingly as they learn responsibility. May their efforts please You and develop
their character. Grant us both courage and joy in this journey. Amen. 🙌💖

🌱

Day 3: 🔥 Heart of Initiative: Taking Godly Responsibility
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Day 4: ⏰ Time Management: Teaching Kids
to Use Time Well

Raising Diligent Kids: Growth in Responsibility and Initiative Page 24 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Your Verse
Ephesians 5:15-16 - "Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but
as wise, making the most of every opportunity..."

Supporting Scriptures
Psalm 90:12 - "Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of
wisdom."
Proverbs 21:5 - "The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste
leads to poverty."

Day 4: ⏰ Time Management: Teaching Kids to Use Time Well
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Devotional: Cultivating Wisdom in How Children Use
Time
Time is a precious resource. Teaching children to manage it wisely sets the
foundation for lifelong diligence. Ephesians 5:15-16 reminds us to be
intentional, making the most of opportunities.

Parents can cultivate stewardship by creating daily routines that balance
work, rest, and play. Teaching children to plan and prioritize builds self-
discipline and respect for God’s gift of time.

Avoid over-scheduling but encourage purposeful use of time. Celebrate
completed tasks and reflect together on growth areas. Wisdom grows as
children learn they are stewards of their own choices.

Day 4: ⏰ Time Management: Teaching Kids to Use Time Well
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Reflect and Apply
�. How does my current family routine teach time stewardship?

�. What distractions might hinder my child’s growth in diligence?

�. In what ways can I partner with my child to set wise goals daily?

Day 4: ⏰ Time Management: Teaching Kids to Use Time Well
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Journaling Prompts
�. Describe your child's current time routines and areas for improvement.

�. Brainstorm simple steps to add structure without pressure.

�. Write about a personal time management habit that helps you be diligent.

Day 4: ⏰ Time Management: Teaching Kids to Use Time Well
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Prayer for Today
Dear God, teach us to use our time effectively. Help me guide my children to
value each moment as a gift from You. Grant wisdom in balancing work and
rest so they grow responsible and joyful. May we honor You in all we do with
our time. Thank You for Your grace each day. Amen. ⏳🙏📅

Day 4: ⏰ Time Management: Teaching Kids to Use Time Well
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Day 5: 💡 Leading by Example: Parents as
Role Models
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Your Verse
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 - "These commandments that I give you today are to be
on your heart. Impress them on your children..."

Supporting Scriptures
1 Corinthians 11:1 - "Follow my example, as I follow the example of
Christ."
Proverbs 20:7 - "The righteous lead blameless lives; blessed are their
children after them."

Day 5: 💡 Leading by Example: Parents as Role Models
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Devotional: Shaping Children Through Godly
Example
The greatest teacher is a living example. Deuteronomy 6 urges parents to
impress God’s commandments on children through daily conversations and
lifestyle. Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 11:1 challenge us to imitate Christ and
lead by action.

Children learn much more through what they observe than what they are
told. Your attitudes toward work, honesty, and initiative send powerful
messages. Demonstrate diligence regardless of mood or circumstance.

Consistent faithfulness nurtures trust and motivation. When children see
their parents valuing responsibility and effort as part of worship, it inspires
them to follow suit not out of obligation but out of love.

Day 5: 💡 Leading by Example: Parents as Role Models
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Reflect and Apply
�. What behaviors am I modeling to my children about work and

responsibility?

�. Where can I improve as an example of diligence and initiative?

�. How does my faith shape my attitude toward daily tasks?

Day 5: 💡 Leading by Example: Parents as Role Models
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Journaling Prompts
�. List three ways your children see your work ethic daily.

�. Reflect on inconsistencies between your words and actions.

�. Pray and journal about God’s power to help you be a better example.

Day 5: 💡 Leading by Example: Parents as Role Models
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Prayer for Today
Lord, help me to lead my family well. May my life be a faithful example of
diligence, integrity, and initiative. Teach me to live for You so my children
learn to do the same. Let Your Spirit mold my character to reflect Christ daily.
Amen. 🌟��� � 🙏

Day 5: 💡 Leading by Example: Parents as Role Models
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Day 6: 🛡  Guarding Against Laziness:
Recognizing the Danger
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Your Verse
Proverbs 13:4 - "A sluggard’s appetite is never filled, but the desires of the
diligent are fully satisfied."

Supporting Scriptures
Ecclesiastes 10:18 - "Through laziness, the rafters sag; because of idle
hands, the house leaks."
2 Thessalonians 3:10 - "The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat."

Day 6: 🛡  Guarding Against Laziness: Recognizing the Danger
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Devotional: Awareness and Warning Against Sloth
Sloth disguised as rest is a subtle enemy. Proverbs warns that laziness leaves
desires unmet and leads to decay. As parents, recognizing early signs of sloth
in ourselves and our children is vital.

This day’s focus is on alertness. Laziness can creep in through excuses,
procrastination, or entitlement. Teaching children to confront these
tendencies with accountability builds strong character.

Provide loving correction but also teach why diligence is a reflection of
stewardship and respect for God’s blessings. Responsibility is not
punishment, but a pathway to contentment and growth.

Day 6: 🛡  Guarding Against Laziness: Recognizing the Danger
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Reflect and Apply
�. What subtle forms of laziness might be present in my family life?

�. How do I respond when my child delays or avoids responsibility?

�. What positive motivators can I use to counter sloth effectively?

Day 6: 🛡  Guarding Against Laziness: Recognizing the Danger
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about habits or attitudes that may encourage laziness.

�. Plan five affirmations or encouragements to combat delay.

�. Reflect on God’s justice and mercy balancing responsibility.

Day 6: 🛡  Guarding Against Laziness: Recognizing the Danger
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Prayer for Today
Heavenly Father, protect us from laziness. Reveal any hidden sloth in my
family and give us strength to resist temptation. Help us embrace diligence as
a way to honor You and serve others. Keep our hearts motivated and joyful in
responsibilities. Amen. ⚔ 🙏💪

Day 6: 🛡  Guarding Against Laziness: Recognizing the Danger
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Day 7: 📖 Teaching Truth: Instilling Biblical
Work Ethic
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Your Verse
Proverbs 14:23 - "All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to
poverty."

Supporting Scriptures
2 Timothy 2:15 - "Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved..."
Hebrews 6:10 - "God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the
love you have shown Him."

Day 7: 📖 Teaching Truth: Instilling Biblical Work Ethic
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Devotional: Building a Foundation of Biblical Work
Ethic
Words without action accomplish nothing. Parents are called to teach that
diligent effort, not just good intentions, leads to growth and blessing.
Proverbs clearly values hard work producing tangible results.

Children must learn that diligence pleases God. 2 Timothy encourages doing
our best as an act of worship and respect before the Lord. When parents teach
this, work becomes a spiritual discipline, not drudgery.

Celebrate progress and effort. Help your children see the connection between
faithful work, God’s favor, and personal satisfaction.

Day 7: 📖 Teaching Truth: Instilling Biblical Work Ethic
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Reflect and Apply
�. How well do I connect work with worship in my family teaching?

�. How do I currently celebrate or reward diligence in my children?

�. What Scripture passages can I share to inspire biblical work ethic?

Day 7: 📖 Teaching Truth: Instilling Biblical Work Ethic
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Journaling Prompts
�. List ways you can reinforce biblical work values this week.

�. Journal about how your faith shapes your work approach.

�. Write a prayer or verse to share with your children about work.

Day 7: 📖 Teaching Truth: Instilling Biblical Work Ethic
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Prayer for Today
Lord, help us honor You through our efforts. Teach us to work diligently and
wholeheartedly, understanding it is a form of worship. Bless our hands and
hearts as we serve You by serving well. Encourage my children to embrace
this truth deeply. Amen. 📖🙏🛠 

Day 7: 📖 Teaching Truth: Instilling Biblical Work Ethic
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Day 8: 🍎 Accountability: Teaching
Responsibility through Love
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Your Verse
Galatians 6:5 - "Each one should carry their own load."

Supporting Scriptures
Hebrews 12:11 - "No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.
Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace."
Proverbs 27:17 - "As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another."

Day 8: 🍎 Accountability: Teaching Responsibility through Love
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Devotional: Gentle Accountability Builds Responsible
Hearts
Responsibility grows best in an environment of loving accountability.
Galatians 6:5 speaks to personal ownership. Children need to learn that their
choices have consequences and that owning their tasks is part of growing.

Discipline, as Hebrews explains, may be difficult but leads to righteousness
and peace. Accountability should not be harsh or shaming but firm and
encouraging.

Family relationships sharpen character. Consistently loving correction
combined with affirmation helps children internalize diligence as a virtue,
not a burden.

Day 8: 🍎 Accountability: Teaching Responsibility through Love
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do I currently hold my children accountable for responsibilities?

�. What balance do I strike between discipline and encouragement?

�. How can I teach children to self-assess their diligence?

Day 8: 🍎 Accountability: Teaching Responsibility through Love
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Journaling Prompts
�. Reflect on how accountability has helped you grow.

�. Plan a new accountability routine or check-in with your child.

�. Write about how you can show grace while guiding responsibility.

Day 8: 🍎 Accountability: Teaching Responsibility through Love
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Prayer for Today
Father, teach us grace-filled accountability. Help us lead our children to own
their responsibilities lovingly and willingly. May discipline bring growth and
joy, producing righteousness and peace in our home. Let Your love be our
guide at every step. Amen. ❤ 🙏🌿

Day 8: 🍎 Accountability: Teaching Responsibility through Love
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Day 9: 🏆 Reward and Encourage:
Celebrating Growth in Diligence
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Your Verse
Proverbs 31:28 - "Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also,
and he praises her."

Supporting Scriptures
1 Thessalonians 5:11 - "Encourage one another and build each other up."
Colossians 3:24 - "It is the Lord Christ you are serving."
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Devotional: Positive Reinforcement Spurs Fruitful
Growth
Children thrive when their efforts are noticed and celebrated. Proverbs 31:28
reflects the joy of being honored when others recognize faithfulness.

Encouragement builds motivation and desire for responsibility. As Paul urges
in Thessalonians, we must build one another up, especially our children.
Rewards and affirmations do not merely build performance but character.

Celebrate small victories. Affirming your child’s diligence teaches them they
serve God and family rather than selfish goals.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How often do I intentionally encourage diligence in my children?

�. What kinds of rewards or recognition best motivate my child?

�. How can I connect praise with spiritual growth?
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Journaling Prompts
�. List recent times you noticed and praised your child's efforts.

�. Plan simple rewards or encouragements to uplift your child's diligence.

�. Write a thank-you note or prayer affirming your child’s growth.

Day 9: 🏆 Reward and Encourage: Celebrating Growth in Diligence

Raising Diligent Kids: Growth in Responsibility and Initiative Page 58 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Prayer for Today
Lord, help us to uplift and encourage one another. May my words build my
children up and inspire them to grow in responsibility. Teach me to celebrate
their efforts in ways that honor You. Bless our family with joy in diligence and
faithfulness. Amen. 🎉🙏💖
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Day 10: 🔄 Patience in the Process: Growth
Takes Time
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Your Verse
James 1:4 - "Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything."

Supporting Scriptures
Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest."
Psalm 1:3 - "That person is like a tree planted by streams of water..."
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Devotional: Embracing Patience for Lasting Growth
Growth is often slow and requiring endurance. James 1:4 challenges us to
persevere so maturity can be achieved fully, without lacking anything.

Parents may feel discouraged when progress isn't immediate. This is the time
to trust God’s timing and continue modeling and encouraging steady efforts.

Be like trees planted by streams of water: nourished and flourishing in due
season. Remind your children—and yourself—that persistent diligence reaps
lasting fruit.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Where do I need more patience in my parenting journey?

�. How do I teach children to keep trying when growth seems slow?

�. What promises of God can sustain us in frustrating seasons?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a season of slow growth and what you learned.

�. Describe how you can encourage endurance in your child.

�. Pray and journal God’s promises for patience and strength.
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Prayer for Today
Gracious God, grant us perseverance and hope. Help us trust in Your timing
as we nurture growth in our children and ourselves. Let us not grow weary
but remain rooted and sustained by Your Spirit. Bring about lasting
fruitfulness in our family. Amen. 🌳🙏💫
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Day 11: 🧠 Mind Renewal: Growth Starts in
the Heart and Mind
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Your Verse
Romans 12:2 - "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind..."

Supporting Scriptures
Philippians 4:8 - "Whatever is true, noble, right... think about such
things."
Proverbs 4:23 - "Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do
flows from it."
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Devotional: Renewing Minds to Foster Godly Growth
Change begins inwardly. Growth in diligence and responsibility requires a
renewed mindset shaped by God's truth.

Romans 12:2 calls us to transformation by rejecting worldly laziness and
selfishness. Philippians encourages thinking on things that build up.

Guarding the heart and mind in your family means feeding it with Scripture,
prayer, and godly conversations. Model this renewal by sharing how truth
shifts attitudes about work and initiative.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do my family’s thoughts influence work and responsibility habits?

�. What mental barriers might hinder diligence in my children or myself?

�. How can I help my children fill their minds with godly perspectives?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Journal about a time when renewed thinking helped you persevere.

�. Plan ways to introduce Scripture and truth daily in your home.

�. Write promises from God that encourage responsible living.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, renew our minds and hearts daily. Transform our thoughts to align with
Your will, helping us reject worldliness and embrace Your truth. Build
diligence rooted in faith, not fear. May our family grow in wisdom and
strength through You. Amen. 🧠💡🙏
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Day 12: 🌾 Sowing and Reaping: The Fruit of
Diligence
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Your Verse
Galatians 6:7-8 - "A man reaps what he sows..."

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 11:18 - "The wicked earns deceptive wages, but the one who
sows righteousness reaps a sure reward."
Matthew 25:21 - "Well done, good and faithful servant..."
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Devotional: Understanding Consequences of Our
Effort
Effort has consequences. Galatians clearly states that we reap according to
what we sow. Teaching children this principle helps them understand the
long-term impact of diligence or laziness.

Righteous sowing—hard work guided by God—leads to reward. Like the
servant praised in Matthew 25, faithful stewardship invites blessing.

Encourage your child to envision outcomes of choices and to sow actions
pleasing to God. This perspective builds motivation through faith.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do I see sowing and reaping played out in my family’s habits?

�. What seeds of diligence am I sowing in my children now?

�. How can I help children trust in God’s reward for faithful effort?

Day 12: 🌾 Sowing and Reaping: The Fruit of Diligence

Raising Diligent Kids: Growth in Responsibility and Initiative Page 75 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Journaling Prompts
�. Write about specific results from persistent effort in your family.

�. List ways to visually teach the sowing/reaping principle.

�. Reflect on God’s faithfulness in rewarding diligence.
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Prayer for Today
Father, teach us to sow wisely. Help us plant seeds of diligence, responsibility,
and faithfulness. May our family reap Your blessings and bear fruit that
honors You. Strengthen our resolve to serve You well. Amen. 🌱🌾🙏
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Day 13: 🛠  Skill Building: Equipping
Children for Responsibility
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Your Verse
Ecclesiastes 7:8 - "The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and
patience is better than pride."

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 22:29 - "Do you see someone skilled in their work? They will
stand before kings..."
2 Timothy 3:17 - "So that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work."
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Devotional: Empowering Kids through Practical Skill
Development
Responsibility grows as children develop skills. Skills empower kids to
contribute meaningfully and build confidence. Proverbs 22:29 points to skill
as a pathway to influence and success.

Patience accompanies skill-building—progress may be slow but steady. As
parents, providing opportunities to learn and practice teaches diligence and
resilience.

Equip your children physically and spiritually for the work God calls them to.
Encourage steady progress and celebrate milestones to nurture pride in
accomplishment rooted in humility.
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Reflect and Apply
�. What skills can I help my children develop to grow responsibility?

�. How patient am I during their learning process?

�. Do I provide enough opportunities for practice and growth?
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Journaling Prompts
�. List skills your child is ready to learn or improve.

�. Reflect on how patience helped you develop a skill.

�. Plan ways to integrate skill training with spiritual lessons.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, equip us with necessary skills to serve. Give me wisdom to teach and
encourage my children patiently. Help them embrace learning and grow
confident in their abilities. May skill and faith combine to glorify Your name.
Amen. 🛠 🙏📚
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Day 14: 🤝 Community and Cooperation:
Growing Together
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Your Verse
Ecclesiastes 4:9 - "Two are better than one, because they have a good return
for their labor."

Supporting Scriptures
Hebrews 10:24 - "And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds."
Romans 12:10 - "Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another
above yourselves."
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Devotional: Teaching Kids the Value of Cooperation
and Encouragement
Growth in diligence is strengthened by community. Ecclesiastes highlights
the power of working together for better results.

Parents can nurture cooperative attitudes by encouraging family teamwork
and modeling mutual respect. Hebrews calls believers to motivate each other
toward good works, teaching children to support rather than compete.

Encourage children to share responsibilities and cheer each other's efforts.
This builds a culture of growth rooted in love and unity.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How does cooperation currently play a role in my family chores and

responsibilities?

�. What examples of encouragement and honor do I display?

�. How can we foster a stronger sense of mutual support.
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Journaling Prompts
�. Describe a time your family worked well together, and lessons learned.

�. Plan a family activity focused on cooperation and shared tasks.

�. Reflect on ways to teach humility and honor through teamwork.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, unite our family in love and cooperation. Help us spur one another on in
diligence and faithfulness. Teach us to work together humbly and joyfully for
Your glory. Strengthen bonds that nurture growth and honor. Amen. 🤝🙏

❤ 
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Day 15: 🔧 Problem Solving: Encouraging
Godly Initiative
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Your Verse
Philippians 2:13 - "It is God who works in you to will and to act in order to
fulfill His good purpose."

Supporting Scriptures
James 1:5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God..."
Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding..."
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Devotional: Empowering Children to Take God-
Inspired Action
Problem-solving is a key part of diligence and initiative. Philippians shows
God’s role in shaping our will and actions for His purposes.

Teaching kids to pray for wisdom (James 1:5) and to trust God (Proverbs)
encourages Godly initiative, not just impulse or fear.

Equip children to approach challenges with prayerful confidence and
creativity. When kids see initiative as partnering with God, their motivation
deepens.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do I guide my children in solving problems biblically?

�. What fears or doubts might limit their initiative?

�. How can I better model dependence on God’s guidance?
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Journaling Prompts
�. List recent problems your child handled well or could improve upon.

�. Write about how prayer has helped you with wise decisions.

�. Plan steps to build your child’s confidence in handling challenges.
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Prayer for Today
God, guide our hearts and minds in every task. Help us seek Your wisdom in
problem-solving and act boldly in Your will. Empower my children to trust
You and take initiative for Your glory. May Your Spirit lead and teach us daily.
Amen. 🙏🧠🕊 
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Day 16: 🌟 Integrity in Work: Teaching
Honesty and Excellence
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Your Verse
Proverbs 11:3 - "The integrity of the upright guides them..."

Supporting Scriptures
Ecclesiastes 9:10 - "Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your
might."
Psalm 15:2 - "The one whose walk is blameless... who despises a vile
person."
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Devotional: Building Character Through Honest and
Excellent Work
Integrity is the compass of diligent work. Proverbs identifies it as a guide for
upright living. Children must learn that excellence includes honesty and
doing their best even when unseen.

Ecclesiastes calls us to wholeheartedness in whatever we do, reflecting
reverence for God.

Encourage your kids to take pride in honest work and to resist shortcuts or
dishonesty. Integrity fosters trust and lasting fruitfulness.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do I teach the value of integrity in daily tasks?

�. In what ways do I model honest work habits?

�. How do I correct dishonesty or shortcuts in a loving way?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time integrity led to positive outcomes in your life.

�. List ways to help your child understand the importance of honesty.

�. Journal a prayer asking God to help your family walk in integrity.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, cultivate integrity and excellence in our work. Help us uphold honesty
and wholehearted effort in all tasks. Guide us to reflect Your character
through our diligence. May our family's work honor You and build strong
trust. Amen. 🌟🙏🛠 
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Day 17: 🌄 Vision and Goals: Guiding
Purposeful Growth

Raising Diligent Kids: Growth in Responsibility and Initiative Page 102 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Your Verse
Habakkuk 2:2 - "Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets..."

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 16:3 - "Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and He will
establish your plans."
Philippians 3:14 - "I press on toward the goal to win the prize..."

Day 17: 🌄 Vision and Goals: Guiding Purposeful Growth

Raising Diligent Kids: Growth in Responsibility and Initiative Page 103 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Devotional: Helping Children Set Godly Goals with
Vision
Growth flourishes with clear vision and goals. Habakkuk’s instruction to
record revelation applies to setting and keeping goals visible and purposeful.

Proverbs emphasizes committing plans to God for success, and Paul presses
on purposefully toward his goal.

Parents can guide children in setting small, achievable goals aligned with
God’s will. This practice nurtures diligence and joy in progress.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Do my children have clear and meaningful goals for growth?

�. How often do I help them align plans with God’s purposes?

�. How can I teach perseverance in pursuing long-term goals?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write current goals your child is working toward and challenges.

�. Plan ways to encourage vision-setting and reflection.

�. Journal about God’s purpose guiding your family’s growth.
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Prayer for Today
Heavenly Father, direct our vision and plans. Help us commit our goals to You
and press on faithfully. Guide my children and me to grow purposefully in
Your strength and wisdom. May our steps glorify You always. Amen. 🎯🙏

📜
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Day 18: 💪 Endurance and Strength: Staying
Strong in Growth
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Your Verse
Isaiah 40:31 - "But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength..."

Supporting Scriptures
2 Corinthians 12:9 - "My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made
perfect in weakness."
Psalm 18:32 - "It is God who arms me with strength..."
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Devotional: Relying on God’s Strength for Endurance
Growth requires ongoing strength and endurance. Isaiah promises those who
hope in the Lord will be renewed in strength and able to persevere.

Paul’s experience teaches us that God’s grace empowers weakness to be
strength. This encourages us and our children not to give up.

Teach your family to rely on God daily, seeking His power to stay strong in
discipline and responsibility.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Where do I feel weary or weak in parenting diligence?

�. How do I show my children dependence on God's strength?

�. What practices increase endurance for sustained growth?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Journal about moments God renewed your strength in difficulty.

�. Write prayers for perseverance for you and your children.

�. Plan encouragement strategies for lean or tiring seasons.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, renew our strength each day. Help us to hope in You and receive Your
power to endure challenges. May we teach our children the joy of relying on
Your grace. Equip us to persist in growth for Your glory. Amen. 💪🙏🕊 
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Day 19: 🎯 Focus and Discipline: Avoiding
Distractions
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Your Verse
1 Corinthians 9:24-25 - "Run in such a way as to get the prize... discipline
yourselves."

Supporting Scriptures
Hebrews 12:1 - "Let us throw off everything that hinders... and run with
perseverance the race marked out for us."
Proverbs 4:25 - "Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly
before you."
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Devotional: Cultivating Focused Discipline in Children
Discipline and focus are essential in growth. Paul’s vivid imagery of a race
reminds us that steady, self-controlled effort wins the prize.

Parents can help children avoid distractions by setting clear expectations and
gentle boundaries that protect time for diligence.

Help children develop habits of sustained attention and disciplined effort,
anchoring their focus on God's purpose for their lives.

Day 19: 🎯 Focus and Discipline: Avoiding Distractions

Raising Diligent Kids: Growth in Responsibility and Initiative Page 116 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Reflect and Apply
�. What distractions affect my child’s diligence and responsibility?

�. How well do I model focused discipline?

�. What practical steps can we take as a family to reduce distractions?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Identify common distractions in your home and journal solutions.

�. Plan daily or weekly routines to encourage focus.

�. Reflect on how purpose motivates discipline in your life.
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Prayer for Today
God, grant us discipline and focused hearts. Help us run the race You’ve set
with attention and perseverance. Protect us from distractions and encourage
self-control in our family. May our diligence honor You and bring lasting fruit.
Amen. 🏃🙏🎯
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Day 20: 🎉 Celebrating Progress: Gratitude
for Growth
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Your Verse
Psalm 126:3 - "The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with
joy."

Supporting Scriptures
Philippians 4:4 - "Rejoice in the Lord always."
1 Thessalonians 5:18 - "Give thanks in all circumstances..."
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Devotional: Joyfully Recognizing Growth and God’s
Blessings
Celebration fuels continued growth. Psalm 126 reminds us to focus on God’s
goodness and fill our hearts with joy and gratitude.

Parents and children alike benefit from pauses to reflect on progress and
thank God for His help.

Create traditions of celebrating milestones and expressing gratitude. This
nurtures motivation and acknowledges that growth is a gift from God.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How often do we celebrate and thank God for progressing in diligence?

�. What milestones or improvements can we recognize this week?

�. How does gratitude shift attitudes toward responsibility?
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Journaling Prompts
�. List recent growth moments in your child’s diligence.

�. Write a prayer of thanks for God’s faithfulness in your family.

�. Plan a small celebration or acknowledgment of progress.
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Prayer for Today
Thank You, Lord, for the growth You’ve produced. Fill our hearts with joy and
gratitude. Help us celebrate every step forward and rely on Your grace for
future growth. Teach us to give thanks in all things. Amen. 🎉🙏💖
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Day 21: 🚀 Launching Forward: Continuing
Growth Beyond the Study
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Your Verse
Philippians 3:13-14 - "Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is
ahead, I press on..."

Supporting Scriptures
2 Peter 1:5-7 - "Make every effort to add to your faith goodness..."
Hebrews 6:11 - "We want each of you to show this same diligence..."
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Devotional: Pressing Forward in Diligence and Faith
The journey of growth never ends. Paul’s words to press on remind us to keep
looking ahead, building upon the foundation laid.

2 Peter calls for continual effort to add virtues, showing growth is lifelong. As
this 21-day study ends, it’s only a launching point for ongoing diligence,
responsibility, and initiative.

Commit as a family to continue learning and growing in faith and character,
trusting God’s Spirit to guide the way.
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Reflect and Apply
�. What lessons from this study do I want to carry forward?

�. How can I sustain my efforts and encourage my children beyond this
time?

�. What new goals or commitments will our family make for the future?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write a summary of your biggest takeaways from these 21 days.

�. Plan ways to keep family discussions about diligence alive.

�. Journal a commitment prayer for continued growth.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, thank You for this season of growth. Help us to forget past failures and
press on toward Your calling. Fill us with diligence, faith, and joy as we
continue raising responsible children. May Your Spirit guide us daily in this
journey. Amen. 🚀🙏✨
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💌 A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we’d love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you’ll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

📚 100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life
📱 Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
��� �  Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches
✍  Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
🤝 A place to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

🎁 Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

👉 Visit Now:

📌 www.HolyJot.com
📌 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

💬 We’d love to hear your story.
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