Rebuild and Renew:
Lessons from Haggai

Explore the Book of Haggai to understand God's call
to rebuild our lives, prioritize His work, and
experience His blessings.
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Introduction

The Book of Haggai is a powerful and timely message from God delivered
through the prophet Haggai to the returned exiles in Jerusalem around 520
BC. After years of captivity, these people faced the daunting task of rebuilding
the temple, a project delayed by discouragement and competing priorities.
Haggai's prophetic words rekindled their dedication, calling them to prioritize
God's work and trust His providence. This study plan invites you to dive
deeply into these short yet profound chapters, discovering lessons about
obedience, spiritual renewal, and the blessings that follow when God's people
align their hearts with His purposes.

The context of Haggai is significant. The Israelites had returned from exile
with the hope of restoring their community and religious life, but their efforts
stalled. In a time of uncertainty and rebuilding, God spoke through Haggai,
emphasizing that their delayed obedience was hindering His blessings. His
message transcends time, challenging us today to evaluate what occupies our
attention and how we respond to God's calling in our personal lives.

This study will guide you through the book's key passages, encouraging
reflection and practical application. You will explore the theme of rebuilding
— not only the temple but your faith and priorities — and learn to trust God's
promises during times of uncertainty. Step by step, day by day, you'll discover
that God's word is alive and active, ready to inspire renewal and
transformation. Let's embark on this spiritual journey together, allowing
Haggai's message to inspire us to rebuild with purpose, faith, and hope.
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Day 1: 9§ The Call to Rebuild
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Day 1: 9§ The Call to Rebuild

Your Verse

Haggai 1:7-8 - "This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Give careful thought to
your ways. Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my
house, so that  may take pleasure in it and be honored, says the LORD.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Nehemiah 2:18 - "They replied, ‘Let us start rebuilding.’ So they began
this good work.

e Zechariah 1:16 - "Therefore this is what the LORD Almighty says: 1am
very jealous for Zion; I am burning with jealously for her.””
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Day 1: 9§ The Call to Rebuild

Devotional: Prioritizing God's Work in Our Lives

Haggai's initial message to the people was a direct challenge to consider their
current priorities. After returning from exile, many had focused on their own
homes and comfort while neglecting the rebuilding of the temple, the house
of the Lord. God's call was clear: to give careful thought to their ways and
make rebuilding His house the foremost task.

In our own lives, this passage invites us to reflect: Are we dedicating ourselves
to God's purposes, or are we distracted by personal ambitions and comforts?
The temple represented the presence of God among His people; similarly, our
lives are to be living temples where God dwells. When we ignore His call, we
risk spiritual stagnation and miss out on the blessings He wants to pour out.

Taking action in faith, just as the Israelites did by gathering timber and
starting the rebuilding, represents obedience. It requires courage to redirect
our energies and to rebuild areas that may feel broken or neglected. This day
challenges us to prioritize what truly honors God, trusting that He will take
pleasure in our efforts and be glorified through our obedience.

Consider how you can begin rebuilding in your spiritual life today.
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Day 1: 9§ The Call to Rebuild

Reflect and Apply

1. What areas in your life have you prioritized over God's calling and
purposes?

2. How can you practically ‘go up into the mountains’ and gather what is
needed to rebuild your relationship with God?

3. What might God be asking you to start or rebuild that you've been
postponing?
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Day 1: 96§ The Call to Rebuild

Journaling Prompts

1. List ways you have neglected God’s work in favor of personal comfort.

2. Write down one step you can take today to prioritize your spiritual life.

3. Reflect on a time when obeying God brought unexpected blessings into
your life.
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Day 1: 9§ The Call to Rebuild

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me bring my attention back to You. Open my eyes to see where I
have delayed Your work in my life. Give me the courage and strength to start
rebuilding what needs restoration. Help me to prioritize Your kingdom above
all else and trust Your timing and provision. May my efforts honor You and
reflect Your glory. In Jesus’ name, amen.

ZRAO
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Day 2: & The Promise of God's Presence
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Day 2: &) The Promise of God's Presence

Your Verse

Haggai 2:4 - "But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD, ‘be strong,
Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and be strong, all you people of the
land;’ declares the LORD, ‘work. For I am with you,’ declares the LORD
Almighty.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 41:10 - "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for
am your God.”

o Matthew 28:20 - "And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the

/4

age.
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Day 2: &) The Promise of God's Presence

Devotional: Strengthened by God’s Faithful Presence

After calling the people to rebuild, God offers His powerful encouragement:
‘Be strong!” Zerubbabel, Joshua, and all the returned exiles are reminded that
they do not labor alone because God is with them. This assurance is a vital
cornerstone for anyone undertaking difficult or discouraging tasks.

Life’s challenges can make us feel isolated or overwhelmed, especially when
spiritual growth or service feels slow or unrewarded. Haggai’s message
reminds us that God's presence empowers us to persevere. He is our strength
and refuge, accompanying us every step of the way.

Reflect on the signiticance of God's promise “I am with you.” This is not only a
comforting phrase but a divine empowerment to act boldly and faithfully.
When we rely on God’s presence, our work—no matter how challenging or
small—takes on eternal significance.

Be encouraged today to embrace God’s abiding presence as you rebuild faith,
relationships, or ministries in your life.
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Day 2: &) The Promise of God's Presence

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing God is with you affect your attitude toward spiritual
challenges?

2. In what ways have you felt God’s presence during difficult seasons?

3. What areas of your life need courage and strength today to move
forward?
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Day 2: & The Promise of God's Presence

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when God’s presence gave you strength to continue.

2. Identify areas where you struggle to feel God’s presence and pray about
them.

3. List practical ways you can remember and rely on God’s faithfulness
daily.
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Day 2: &) The Promise of God's Presence

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for Your promise to be with me always. When I feel weak or
discouraged, remind me that Your strength is made perfect in my weakness.
Help me to stand firm and be courageous as I rebuild and grow. May Your
presence guide my steps and fill me with peace and boldness. In Jesus’ name,
amen.

B AR
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Day 3: #2 The Blessings of Obedience
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Day 3: #2 The Blessings of Obedience

Your Verse

Haggai 2:19 - "Is not this the day when I declared that I would bless you? And
now the blessing comes, so do not fear.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Deuteronomy 28:2 - "All these blessings will come on you and
accompany you if you obey the LORD your God.”

o Psalm 1281 - "Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in obedience
to him.”
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Day 3: #2 The Blessings of Obedience

Devotional: Experiencing God's Blessings Through
Obedience

The final encouragement in Haggai reminds us that obedience brings
blessing. As the people responded to God’s call and resumed rebuilding, He
reassured them that His blessings would accompany their obedience. God
calls us today to that same posture of trust — when we prioritize His plans
and walk in faithful obedience, blessings follow.

These blessings are not always immediately visible or material; they may
include peace, spiritual growth, strengthened relationships, and deeper joy.
God's promise to not fear’ is a call to trust that despite uncertainties, His
goodness and provision are sure.

Obedience is an active choice—one that invites God's favor and allows His
purposes to unfold in our lives. Reflect on the ways you have experienced
God’s blessings after acts of faithfulness and obedience. Let this inspire you to
continue rebuilding your life around His word and will.

Embrace today’s promise: God's blessings come when we keep turning back
to Him in faith and obedience.
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Day 3: #2 The Blessings of Obedience

Reflect and Apply

1. What blessings have you noticed following obedience to God’s call in
your life?

2. How do you understand God’s promise to ‘not fear’ in times of rebuilding
or change?

3. What fears or doubts might you need to surrender to experience God’s
blessings fully?
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Day 3: #2 The Blessings of Obedience

Journaling Prompts

1. Record instances where God blessed your obedience, big or small.

2. Write about fears you face when responding to God’s call and how to
overcome them.

3. Plan specific actions of obedience you can take this week to grow in faith.
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Day 3: #2 The Blessings of Obedience

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, thank You for Your gracious blessings that flow when I obey. Help
me to trust Your promises and not be afraid as I rebuild my heart and life
according to Your will. Strengthen my faith so I can walk confidently in
obedience, knowing You are with me every step. Teach me to recognize and
cherish the blessings You provide. In Jesus’ name, amen.

SAD®
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