Relentless Love: Exploring
the Parable of the Lost
Sheep

Discover God’s relentless pursuit of those who stray
through the Parable of the Lost Sheep,
understanding His heart and grace over a
transformative week.
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Introduction

The Parable of the Lost Sheep is one of the most tender and powerful stories
Jesus told to illustrate God’s heart toward us. Found in Luke 15:1-7, this
parable reveals a God who doesn't give up on the one who wanders away but
actively pursues the lost. It challenges us to understand the depths of God’s
grace, compassion, and joy when even a single soul returns to Him.

In this 7-day study, we will journey through the story and its powerful
implications for our lives and own spiritual walk. Each day offers a fresh
glimpse into God’s relentless love through scripture, reflections, and prayer.
We will explore themes of value, pursuit, repentance, and celebration—all
centered on the one who was lost but is now found.

Knowing that God’s heart breaks for those who stray and rejoices when they
come back helps us appreciate His mercy and encourages us to mirror that
love for others. This parable doesn’t just speak about lost sheep but about all
who feel far from God, as well as the shepherd who seeks them diligently.

Join us for this week of discovery and deepening trust in God’s persistence to
bring us home. Let His Word comfort your soul, ignite hope in your heart, and
inspire action toward those around you who may be lost. Together, let’s
embrace the joy of the rescued and the shepherd’s never-ending chase.
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Day 1: €, The Heart of the Shepherd
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Day 1: €3 The Heart of the Shepherd

Your Verse

Luke 15:3-7 NIV - “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of

them. Doesn't he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the
lost sheep until he finds it?”

Supporting Scriptures

o Ezekiel 34:11 - 'I myself will search for my sheep and look after them.
e Psalm 23:1 - "The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.’
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Day 1: €3 The Heart of the Shepherd

Devotional: God Seeks the One Lost Sheep
Relentlessly

Luke 15:3-7 presents an image of a shepherd who leaves ninety-nine sheep
safe and well to pursue one lost sheep. This action illustrates how valuable
each individual is in God’s eyes. Even when the majority are secure, the
shepherd’s attention focuses on the one that is missing.

God’s heart breaks for the lost. Like a shepherd who refuses to give up, He
persistently chases the stray, showing that no one is beyond His reach or love.
The parable challenges us to realize that God's compassion is personal, not
just collective.

In the Old Testament, Ezekiel 34:11 promises that God will search for His
sheep, assuring His dedication. Psalm 23:1echoes the shepherd’s care and
provision.

As we begin this study, remember that God's love is not passive. When you
feel lost or far away, He is already seeking you out with open arms. This truth
encourages us to trust in His relentless pursuit.
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Day 1: €3 The Heart of the Shepherd

Reflect and Apply

1. How does it impact you to know God seeks you personally like the lost
sheep?

2. Have you experienced moments when you felt far from God, yet He
pursued you?

3. How can you reflect God’s relentless love in your relationships with
others?
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Day 1: €3 The Heart of the Shepherd

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you felt 'lost’ and how God reached out to you.

2. List ways God has shown His pursuit of you recently.

3. Reflect on how you can be as caring and persistent toward others as God
is toward you.
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Day 1: €3 The Heart of the Shepherd

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for being the Shepherd who never gives up on me. When I
feel lost or distant, remind me that You are actively pursuing me with love and
patience. Help me to trust Your care and to rest in the knowledge that Iam
precious to You. Give me a heart that seeks others with the same passion and

grace. In Jesus' name, Amen. J\ ¢ @ %>
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Day 2: Q Understanding Lostness
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Day 2: Q Understanding Lostness

Your Verse

Luke 154 NIV - “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of
them..”,

Supporting Scriptures

o Isaiah 53:6 - 'We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to
our own way.’

e Romans 3:23 - 'For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.’
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Day 2: Q Understanding Lostness

Devotional: Recognizing Our Need for God’s Pursuit

The parable begins with a simple reality: sheep can get lost. Similarly, people
wander away from God because of sin, distractions, or pain. Isaiah 53:6
reminds us that we all have gone astray, choosing our own paths instead of
the one God designed.

Understanding our lostness is key to embracing God's grace. Romans 3:23
acknowledges that every person sins and falls short, highlighting our
universal need for God’s rescue.

Many times, we may think we're not that ‘lost, but the parable challenges us
to see how even one lost sheep matters immensely to God. It invites honest
self-reflection about where we might be off path and encourages openness to
God's pursuing love.

Reflect on areas of your life where you may feel distant from God or tempted
to stray. God’s pursuit isn’t only for those visibly lost but also for anyone
willing to turn back to Him.
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Day 2: Q Understanding Lostness

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean personally that ‘we all have gone astray’?

2. In what ways have you experienced wandering from God’s path?

3. How does acknowledging your lostness affect your relationship with
God?
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Day 2: Q Understanding Lostness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about areas in your life where you sense you've wandered.

2. Describe how recognizing your need influences your desire for God.

3. Consider obstacles that keep you from fully resting in God’s shepherding
care.
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Day 2: Q Understanding Lostness

Prayer for Today

Father, help me see my need for Your grace. I acknowledge that I have
wandered and fallen short. Please open my eyes to the ways I have strayed
and draw me closer to Your loving pursuit. Teach me to rely on Your guidance
and mercy every day. Thank You for never giving up on me. In Jesus' name,

Amen. J\ &> Q

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{]ly_]nt Relentless Love: Exploring the Parable of the Lost Sheep Page 16 of 45

Day 3: @ Following the Shepherd’s Lead
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Day 3: @ Following the Shepherd’s Lead

Your Verse

John 10:27 NIV - ‘My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow

4

me.

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 23:2 - 'He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me
beside quiet waters.’

e Jeremiah 31:10 - "I will bring them home again from the land of the
enemy.’

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Relentless Love: Exploring the Parable of the Lost Sheep Page 18 of 45

Day 3: @ Following the Shepherd’s Lead

Devotional: Learning to Hear and Follow God’s Voice

Jesus describes His relationship with His followers as that of a shepherd and
sheep. The sheep recognize and respond to the shepherd’s voice. The ability
to follow the Shepherd requires attentiveness and trust.

Psalm 23:2 shows the shepherd’s care as He leads to rest and peace. Jeremiah
31:10promises God’s power to bring His sheep back from hardship and
danger.

To live in the safety and provision of God’s kingdom, we need to cultivate the
habit of listening for His voice amid life’s noise. This means praying,
meditating on Scripture, and tuning our hearts to His guidance.

Following the Shepherd doesn’t mean an absence of trials, but it assures us of
His presence. When we respond to His voice, we avoid the dangers that come
with wandering and experience His peace and restoration.
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Day 3: @ Following the Shepherd’s Lead

Reflect and Apply

1. How well do you recognize God’s voice in your daily life?

2. What are some distractions that pull you away from following Him?

3. In what ways might you grow in trust to follow God more closely?
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Day 3: @ Following the Shepherd’s Lead

Journaling Prompts

1. List moments when you clearly heard God's guidance recently.

2. Write about difficulties you face when trying to follow God.

3. Describe steps you can take to better listen and obey His voice.
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Day 3: @ Following the Shepherd’s Lead

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, teach me to hear Your voice and follow faithfully. Help me discern
Your guidance clearly amid the busy noise around me. Lead me to green
pastures and quiet waters where my soul can find rest and restoration. Thank
You for leading me home, no matter what I face. In Jesus' name, Amen. J\, €3

£0
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Day 4: @ The Joy of Recovery
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Day 4: @ The Joy of Recovery

Your Verse

Luke 15:6 NIV - And when he finds it, he joytully puts it on his shoulders.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Zephaniah 3:17 - "The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior
who saves.’

e Romans 15:13 - ‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him.
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Day 4: @ The Joy of Recovery

Devotional: Celebrating the Return of the Lost

In the parable, the shepherd’s reaction upon finding the lost sheep is one of
joy and celebration. He lifts the recovered sheep onto his shoulders — a
powerful image of care and delight.

Zephaniah 3:17 describes God as a mighty warrior who rejoices over His
people with gladness. This joy is not casual but deeply heartfelt.

When we come to God after wandering or feel restored in faith, God’s joy
mirrors that of the shepherd — victory and gladness over your return.
Similarly, Romans 15:13assures us of lasting joy and peace through trusting
God.

Today, embrace the truth that being found by God fills both Him and His
followers with indescribable joy. Celebrate your journey and invite this joy to
deepen your relationship with God and others.
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Day 4: @ The Joy of Recovery

Reflect and Apply

1. How does God’s joy over your recovery impact your self-worth?

2. Have you experienced moments of gladness when returning to God?

3. How can you share this joy with others who may feel lost?
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Day 4: @ The Joy of Recovery

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when you felt restored or renewed in faith.

2. Describe the emotions you imagine God having when He finds you.

3. Plan ways you might celebrate God’s work in your life and others’.
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Day 4: @ The Joy of Recovery

Prayer for Today

Thank You, Lord, for the joy You show when I return to You. I am grateful for
Your steadfast love and the celebration You have over my life. Fill me with joy
and peace that overflow as I trust You each day. Help me to live in this joy and
share it freely with others. In Jesus' name, Amen. /), B < @
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Day 5: & Extending Compassion to Others
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Day 5: @ Extending Compassion to Others

Your Verse

Luke 15:7 NIV - ‘I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner who repents.”’

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 6:2 - Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ.”

o Matthew 9:36 - 'When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them.’
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Day 5: @ Extending Compassion to Others

Devotional: Sharing God’s Heart for the Lost Around
Us

The parable concludes with a powerful reminder that heaven rejoices over
one sinner who repents. God’s compassion isn’t limited to us personally but
extends outward, inviting us to share His heart.

Galatians 6:2urges believers to bear one another’s burdens, reflecting Christ’s
love. Jesus’ own ministry in Matthew 9:36 showed deep compassion for the
crowds who were like lost sheep without a shepherd.

This means our response to God’s relentless love includes reaching out to
those around us who might be lost, hurting, or disconnected from God.
Compassion motivates us to action, prayer, and humility.

As we grow in experiencing God’s pursuit, we become conduits of His grace
— carried by empathy to gently lead others back to hope and healing.
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Day 5: @ Extending Compassion to Others

Reflect and Apply

1. How can you reflect God’s compassion toward those who seem lost
today?

2. Are there people in your life who need the hope of God’s pursuit?

3. What practical steps can you take to support and encourage those
struggling spiritually?
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Day 5: @ Extending Compassion to Others

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify someone you feel led to pray for or help spiritually.

2. Write about ways you can show compassionate love in your community.

3. Reflect on how God has used others to draw you back when lost.
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Day 5: @ Extending Compassion to Others

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me have Your heart for those who are lost. Teach me to be
compassionate, to carry others’ burdens, and to share the hope of Your
relentless love and pursuit. Use me as a vessel of Your grace and joy to bring
healing to those in need. In Jesus' name, Amen. J\, & @ £
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Day 6: £ Resting in God’s Provision
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Day 6: #£ Resting in God’s Provision
Your Verse

Psalm 23:1-3 NIV - "The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie
down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters.’

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 11:28 - ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I
will give you rest.”

o Isaiah 40:11 - 'He tends his flock like a shepherd.
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Day 6: #£ Resting in God’s Provision

Devotional: Experiencing Peace Through God’s
Shepherding Care

Beyond the pursuit of the lost, God invites us into a place of rest and
abundance. Psalm 23:1-3beautifully depicts the shepherd’s provision — safe
pastures, quiet waters, and restoration.

Jesus echoes this in Matthew 11:28, inviting the weary to find rest in Him.
God is not only a pursuer but our shelter and sustainer.

Isaiah 40:11reminds us that His shepherding is tender and powerful, meeting
both our physical and spiritual needs.

Today, take time to rest in God’s care, trusting that He meets every need. Rest
is an act of faith, acknowledging that the Shepherd is in control and your soul
is secure.
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Day 6: #£ Resting in God’s Provision

Reflect and Apply

1. How well do you rest in God’s provision during challenging times?

2. What areas of your life need to experience more of His peace and
restoration?

3. How does resting in God’s care empower you to follow Him more fully?
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Day 6: #£ Resting in God’s Provision

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe what resting in God looks like for you personally.

2. Write about times when God has provided for your needs unexpectedly.

3. Consider ways you can create space to experience God’s peace daily.
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Day 6: #£ Resting in God’s Provision
Prayer for Today

Dear Shepherd, thank You for Your faithful provision and rest. Help me pause
and lie down in Your green pastures, allowing Your peace to wash over my
soul. Restore my spirit and guide me beside quiet waters when I feel
overwhelmed. Fill me with trust and calm as I follow You each day. In Jesus'

name, Amen. J\ £ 0
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Day 7: B Living a Life of Rescue and
Restoration
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Day 7: £ Living a Life of Rescue and Restoration

Your Verse

2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV - "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation
has come: The old has gone, the new is here!’

Supporting Scriptures

e Ephesians 2:8-9 - 'For it is by grace you have been saved..’

e Colossians 3:12 - 'Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.
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Day 7: £ Living a Life of Rescue and Restoration

Devotional: Embracing and Extending New Life in
Christ

The journey of the lost sheep is a story of transformation. When found, there
is a new beginning. 2 Corinthians 5:17 declares that in Christ, we become new
creations, leaving behind the old ways and embracing restoration.

This new life is a gift of grace, not earned but freely given ( Ephesians 2:8-9),
and it calls us to embody Christ’s love in tangible ways.

Colossians 3:12 challenges believers to clothe themselves with virtues that
mirror God’s character: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and
patience.

As we close this study, consider how your life can reflect God’s relentless love
and restoration to those still wandering. Celebrate the new creation you are
and live as an ambassador of God’s grace and truth.
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Day 7: £ Living a Life of Rescue and Restoration

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways has God made you a new creation?

2. How can you actively demonstrate Christ’s compassion and kindness
daily?

3. What steps can you take to help others experience restoration?
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Day 7: £ Living a Life of Rescue and Restoration

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about the changes in your life since embracing Christ.

2. Plan specific actions to live out God’s love and grace.

3. Reflect on areas where you can grow in humility and gentleness.
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Day 7: £ Living a Life of Rescue and Restoration

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for making me new in Christ. Help me live out the grace and
restoration You've given, displaying compassion and kindness to others. Use
me to bring hope to the lost and love to the broken. Strengthen me to reflect
Your character in all I do. In Jesus’ name, Amen. /), % @ /%
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